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DEDICATION. 



TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 



Fbli-ow Citizens, 

This volume, containing the Lives of the 

TWO . GRBAT FOUNDERS OF THE AMERICAN 

REPUBLIC, GEORGE WASHINGTON and 
THOMAS JEFFERSON, is respectfully de- 
dicatea to you by the Author, in the hope and 
expectation, that their common services to their 
Country, and their joint labours in rearing the 
inestimable fabric of our free constitution, 
may endear their virtues, wisdom, and patriotism 
to future generations: and that posterity 
may derive as usefuLa lessoA from the history 
of fheir lives, as theif own generations expen- 
enced blessings from their labours. 

In the example of great and illustrious men, 
our children will always find the best and 
m(^t instructive lessons of social duty, and 

Eublic spirit : and however you may be divided 
y party, or differ in principle, you cannot fail 
to derive a lesson of wisdom- and tolerance from 
the historical /act, that the two great Fathers 
• of our Republic^ who differed so vitally upon 
me genius and nature of our federal govern- 
ment, both administered its supreme functions, 
under the sarr^ Constitution, with an equal 
measure of liberty, happiness, and prosperity to 
all. 

STEPHEN SIMPSON. 

Hamilton, March ir, 183S. 
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TO THE READER. 



A DKStRK to diffufte among the people a more intimate 
kiiovv\edge of t\ie ori^n, proffress, adoptio&t and administra- 
tion of tlie Constitution and governmmit under which they 
Uve and flourish; and to give them a more distinct and 
accessible history of ^hc two ^reat Foundert of the Re- 
public^ have been among the chief inducements to this pub- 
lication. Having remarked, that, no work of this kind 
was to be procured in a cheap, popular, and current form, 
it occurrea to the Editor, that much prejudice might be 
removed, and much information imparted by presenting in 
a shape susceptible of general perusal, the leading events 
of history, and the prominent traits of character, peculiar 
to the two Statesmen, whose lives are here delineated, 
f Popular information on these points, is certainly a desidera- 
tum; and the Editor, without presumption, ventures to 
[indulge the hope, that this, volume may contribute to sup- 
ply a deficiency, which on all hands is acknowledged to be 
'; a reproach to our national character. Ignorance on any 
subject is disreputable; but to be ignorant of the genius, 
virtues, and achievements of Gsorge Washington, and 
Thomas Jefferson, ought justly to raise a blush to the 
cheek of every American. 

In selecting the incidents of the life of Washington, I 
; have followed a guide, whose love of truth, and ardour of 
i. patriotism, was an ample guarantee that he would not mis- 
^ lead me as to facts; and could not seduce me as to prin- 
ciples; his integrity of mind being only equal to his purity 
or purpose, and louy independence of character and senti- 
mentr--attributes and virtues, which have secured to Mar-^ 
shall's Life of Washington, the reputation of an ele- 
gant and sterling history of that great man; which must 
cause every American to regret, that its voluminous size, 
places it beyond the reach of the popular reader. 

Towards the venerable author of that work, now in the 
age of the Patriarchs, after having consummated the la- 
bours of the Patriot, I cannot withnqld the homage of my 
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\ ^ entire Esteem i not less as the friend and historian of the J 

I- Father of his Country, than as the impartial and upr* 

; expounder of the laws and Constitution of the L*. 

States, who, combinine the highest genius with the puic^i ' 
yirtue, presents us with a model of those Statemen, who 
flourished in the days of Washington, as ornaments of their ' 
country^ arid the best friends of rational Liberty. i 

The disinterested patriot, might now be permitted to I 
cherish the hope, that the time has at length arrived, when 
difference of political opinion need not beget inveterate 
personal animosity; and that variety of views in respect \ 
to national i)olicy» may be tolM'ated without that impeach'- j 
ment of motive, which would originate accusations of bar*- 
bottring schemes of monarchy on the one hand, or disor* | 

Knizing tenets of Jacobinical licentiousness on the other, 
this matter, the venerable Chief Justios has set us an 
example, every way wortj^y of the father of his Country^ 
whose bic^raphy he has so elegantly composed, and whose 
treed of political tolerance, he has so faithfully illustrated* 
And whatever may be our opinion of the powers of the 
Court over which he presides, with so much senius, learn* 
iag, and dignity, we cannot abstain from yielding him the 
homage of our veneration and gratitude} veneration for 
his unspotted patriotism, and gratitude for. his public 
services; to say nothing of the esteem we cherish lor his 
virtues, the admiration in which we hold his talents, an^i 
the encomiums wep are ever ready to lavish on his beautifal 
literary productions; his profound legal investigations, and 
, his honest juridical expositions of the laws and Constitu- 
tion of our country* • 

The sources from which I haVe drawn the facts of Mn 
Jefferson's life and history, are too authentic to admit of 
dispute; being his own pen, and his own letters* We liave 
too, on all important points* preferred that he should give 
his own sentiments in nis own language; so that instead of 
b^ng seen through a mirror^ he might be contemplated ia 

^ his own naked proportions of truth and reality; not like 

the statute of Jupiter, in a cold and doubtful resemblance, 

\ but like the living Deity himself, full of life, and breathing 

immortality* 



n 



I 
I 



THE 



miwm 



OF 



¥EW iDien, either of ancient or modem times, have 
extorted such universal homage from manldnd, as the sub< 
lect of this biography; whose virtues and prudence seem to 
have supplied what was deficient in his genius— -and whose 
genius appears to have supplied whatever might be wanting 
m those political perfections, which are always implied in 
the unity of a great and illustrious character. Equally 
distinguished for public services, and private virtue— <ifl 
eminent in Ihe cabinet for wisdom of council, as he was 
skilful in his plans of war, and brave in the conflicts of the 
field—- endowed with the highest patriotism, or love of coun- 
try, mixed with a wholesome amoition, whose end and aim 
was true glory-»4t is not surprising that mankind should 
have become, as it were, fascinated, by a concentration of 
rare qualities in the person of George Washington, which 
have seldom, if ever, been found so happily united in the 
same individual— or allotted, in such harmonious propor- 
tions, as to produce a character so exempt from all vicious 
excess, a^ to border close upon perfection; yet, at the same 
time, presenting the full force of all those passions, which 
are so apt to run into violence, degenerate into evil, or be- 
come pernicious and (tisgustine by their extravagance. 

The contemplation of the life of such a man must ever 
excite the cariosity of mankind, and kindle a feeling of 
laudable pride in the bosom <^ every American citizen, who 
values the principles of liberty, or appreciates the glory of 
the country to wnich he is indebted tor the enjoyment of 
happhiess, and the exercise of the rights and dignitj of a 
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THE LIFE OF 



human beins. Identified with the rise, history, and inde* 
pendence of his country, the life of Washington becomes 
a subject of double interest to all, as combining the greatt 
events of the most memorable revolution recorded m history , 
with the genius and virtues of an individual, who realises 
the ^andeur of ancient heroes, blended with the best traits 
of virtue peculiar to the sages and philosophers of Greece 
and Rome. 

George Washington was bom on the 2^d of Fehruary, 
1732. He was a native of Virginia, the son of Augustin 
Washington, and first drew his breath at Bridges Creek, 
in the County of Westmoreland of that state, in the family 
mansion of his great grandfather, John Washington, who 
had emigrated from 4he north of England about the year 
1657. Jle was the eldest of five children, by the second 
marriage of his father, with Miss Mary Ball, a lady of for- 
tune, who had descended from one of the first families in 
Virginia. The first wife of his father was a Miss Dandridge, 
by whom he had two children. 

By the death of his father, he was left an orphan at the 
tender a^e of ten years | but his patrimonial estate being 
small, his education was necessarily limited to a mere 
English course of study, while his youth, from the same 
cause, was devoted to pursuits of useful industiy; and it 
appears that his first profession was that of a Surveyor, 
which is said to have given him a knowledge of vacant 
lands, that materially contributed to the subsequent in- 
crease of his fortune. 

Being a favourite son, left at a tender age to the care of 
an affectionate mother, he naturally became an object of 
g;reat solicitude to his surviving parent. 

At fifteen, his propensity for military life became so far 
developed, that he succeeded, by his importunity, in obtain- 
ing the berth of Midshipman m the British navy; having 
manifested that irresistible enthusiasm for war, which cha- 
racterises an inherent propensity for a particular profession, 
upon the occasion of hostilities being declared by England 
against France and Spidn. 

But the fears of his mother induced her to oppose this 
perilous destination of her son, and for a time suspended 
the commencement of his military career. 

At the age of nineteen, he was appointed an Adjutant 
Gen^id of Virginia, when the militia were in training for 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON. 3 

actual service; which shews that his military talents were, 
even then, highly appreciated. 

At this early period did he develope those clear percep- 
tions, and that sound judgment, which so far contnlmte to 
the formation of a vigorous understanding, and ensure suc- 
cess in the undertakings of life. Nature, indeed, seems to 
have fashioned his mind in that happj scale of modulated 
and restricted power, which, while it endowed him with 
sufficient perspicacity, yet, at the same time, so interposed 
the restramts of judgment and sound sense, as to prevent 
his imagination from exaggerating or distorting the real pro- 
portions, and true ma^itude of objects. Thus, though his 
imagination was not vivid, his understanding was vigorous, 
so as to admirably qualify him for the duties of milit^ life, 
as well as the ordinary concerns of the world. These traits 
of his character are delineated in a peculiar and striking 
Oianner in the various journals which he composed, when 
despatched on public business, particularly that .which he 
kept on the occasion of the appointment which >^as now 
conferred on him. * , -. 

On the 31st October, 1753, having volunteered his ser- 
vices to Governor Dinwiddle, he was commissioned to bear 
the remonstrances of Virginia to the commander of the 
French posts, against their encroachments on the English 
settlements; a perilous duty, which he dischiaiged to the sa- 
tisfaction of the government and the public; but the French, 
being indisposea to retire from the Ohio, the Assembly ot 
Virginia determined to resort to compulsory measures, and 
a re^ment was raised, to which Wasnington was appointed 
Lieutenant Colonel. In this predatory campaign against 
the French and Indians, Washington first distinguished 
himself for that ability to manage a retreat, and that pru^ 
dent valour which awaits occasion for victory, or can seizt 
opportunity to escape disaster, which afterwards so emi- 
nently characterised him. For his conduct on this occasion, 
the Legislature of Virginia passed him a vote of thanks. . 

The applause bestowed on his judgment and discretion, 
his valour and his skill, had inflamed his natural passion 
for a military life ; but a distinction having been adopted 
between the officers of tlie crown and those of the provin- 
cial troops, giving precedence of rank to the lormer, 
Washington retired from the service in disgust, under a 
deq> sense of intended injury and dishonour* 
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In this interval between his civil and military life, his 
eldest brother, Lawrence Washington, who had been en- 
gaged in the expedition against Carthagena, having paid 
tne debt of nature, bequeathed him the plantation of 
Mount Vemoriy a large estate on the banks of the Poto- 
mac, and named by him after Admiral Vernon^ under 
whom he served. Greorge now removed to this delightful 
residence, with the fixed purpose of spending the remain- 
der of his days in the pleasures and avocations of private 
life. But how feeble are all human resolutions ! 

Being in^dted by General Braddock, to enter his family 
as a volunteer aid de camp, under very flattering profes- 
sions, Washington, in whom the love of military life was 
a passion, could not resist the temptation, and he accord- 
ingly joined the forces of that commander. In this cam- 
paign, his advice was proved by experience, to have al- 
ways been dictated by the spirit of wisdom ; and his as- 
sistance was of inestimable aiavantage to the commanding 
general, who never suffered adverses, but when he ne- 
glected the suggestions of the sagacity, or undervalued the 
admonitions oi the experience of Washington. 

In this disastrous campaign i^ainst Port Du Quesne^ 
Braddock was defeated and killed ; and Colonel Washing- 
ton, <mly escaped by one of those miracles of war, which 
sometimes reserve brave men for greater achievements of 
glory. 

Braddock's defeat proved a real victory to Washington, 
whose advice, as events proved, had it been followed, 
would have resulted in the victory of the day, and the suc- 
cess of the expedition. His conduct was applauded— his 
discretion extolled— his valour admired — so that he was 
considered the flower of Virginia chivalry— and honored 
as the pride and ornament of his native state. 

A new regiment of sixteen companies was now raised 
by the Assembly, and the command tendered to Colonel 
Washington, who accepted the trust under discretionary 
powers never before granted to an officer; so rapid was tbe 
growth of his fame as a military captain, and with such 
exclusive zeal did he devote the energies of his mind to the 
art of war. 

The year 1755 was remarkable for the horrid ravages 
perpetrated by the French and Indians on the frontier set- 
tlements of Yirginia^ and Washington was active in stay* 
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ing the progress of massacre and destruction: but his at* 
most exertions did not completely succeed, in this arduous 
undertaking — a deficiency, however, more ascribable to 
the State Assembly, than to their military commander, 
who, Jbeing left destitute of troops, could not accomplish in 
his own person, what would have required a lai^ army to 
effect. 

In the subsequent spring of 1756, a similar irruptipn of 
the enemy agam desolated the inhabited borders of the 
State ; and again, from the inadequacy of his means, was 
Washington incapable of rendering the country any efficient 
service. His mortification and ^ef, on this occasion, 
were intense 5 and wrung from his benevolent heart the 
wish ihat he had never accepted his commission. But, 
undismayed, and unwearied, he now directed his energies 
to exhort the Assembly to provide sufficient means to repel 
their savage invaders; and all that wisdom, skill, and 
humanity could accomplish, was done by Washington, in 
the way of advice, appeals and exhortation, to' provide 
competent means of defence and aggression. 

Insubordination among the troops, was a vital defect in 
their means of efficiency; to remedy which, Washington 
appealed in the most forcible manner, until he procured a 
partial remedy for the evil. But the frontiers long conti- 
nued to auffer terrible desolation from the inroads of the 
Indians and French, who came down from the Ohio, like 
a torrent, overwhelming in destruction all that opposed 
their passage, or presented an object for plunder, violence, 
and massacre. 

This er^ is only important and interesting, in the life of 
Washington, as it affi»rds the first great display of that con- 
summate military genius, which stamped him with features 
so superior to the common order of men. Under public 
disasters which paralysed the very faculty of thought in 
others, he rose with vigour to the emergency of the crisis 
— Kietected at once the cause of defeat— penetrated to the 
means of victorv— devised remedies for aefects— supplied 
deficiencies by his invention— explored the country with a 
military eye, that seemed like intuition itself— suggested 
plans of organising the army— selected scites for forts and 
garri8ons*-"<ind, in fine, demonstrated to the conviction of 
all, that the commander of the Virginia forces, had been 
gifted by nature with the highest military genius, which 
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6 THE LIFE OF 

only required to be sustained by competent means, and 
displayed on a suitable theatre, to raise him to an eminence 
of glory, not exceeded by ancient, or modem heroes. Such 
must be the conviction of all, who read the papers which 
he submitted to the Governor and Assembly ot Virginia, 
upon the state of the country, at that period^ and in which 
he strongly recommended them to carry the war into the 
enemy's country, in order to obtain peace and security at 
home. Looking attentively at his conduct, and his writ- 
ing, of that epoch, there is discernible throughout them a 
spirit breathing the purest ambition of milita^ fame, and 
enthusiastically absorbed in this one darling object cif his 
mind. " 

From the time of Braddock^s defeat, Washington had his 
thoughts fixed on the reduction of Fort Du Quesne, as the 
only means of securing the frontiers from die murderous 
incursions of the savage foe; and from letters written by 
him, under the influence of an impatient thirst of glory, 
and a depressed ambition, denied its proper field of action 
— the impetuosity of his temper— the irritation of his spirit 
— and the great perspicacity of his intellect in military 
matters, break forth with a lustre, which while it presaged 
his future greatness, at the same time extorts our admira- 
tion.* It was evident, from his own confessions, that, not- 
withstanding his constitutional modesty, he thought himself 
somewhat neglected, and that his merits were not justly 
appreciated by those in power in the mother country, how- 
ever sincerely his services had been applauded by the 
Provincial Assembly. 

The capture, or more properly speaking, the evacuation 
of Fort Du Quesne by the French — and the cessation of 
Indian hostilities, chiefly to be ascribed to that event, now 
released Washington from all obligations of honor, or 
patriotism, to remain in the army: and, as his ambition 
could not be gratified by being placed on the permanent 
establishment, lie now resolved to retire, especially as his 
impaired health, as well as- his private affairs, demanded 
his attention, to place both on a sounder footing. He 
accordindy resigned his commission as Colonel of the First 
Vir^nia Regiment, and commander in chief of the troops 
of the Colony. On this occasion, the regret and attachment 

* See Vol. 2» chapter 1, Ifanhall's Life. 



of his officers were feeiinglj manifested in a complimentarj 
address hi^y flattering to his private worth, as well as 
military genius. 

Shortly after his retirement from the army, he became 
nnited in wedlock to Mrs. Custis, a young widow of large 
fortune, fine person, splendid accomplishments, and those 
amiable qualities of the heart and mind, which, operating in 
the circle of love, tend so much to promote the permanent 
happiness of the conjugal state-— to inspire and to enjoy 
-which, in the bluest degree of perfection, appears to have 
X been one of the peculiar felicities of his constitution. At 
the time of his marriage, he was in his twenty-seventh 
year. 

Let us here pause, at what we may term the first great 
stage of the life of Washington, to indulge in those natural 
reflections upon Ms genius and character, which are indis- 
pensable to a just and rational appreciation of the com- 
plexion of his principles, and the power of his understand- 
mg, as they afterwards became more fully developed, in 
the progress of the Revolution^— the establishment of Inde- 
pendence, and the adoption of the Federal Constitution. 

The first object for reflection that occurs in the survey 
of this part of his life, was his scanty education, being de- 
nied the benefit of classical instruction, and cast into active 
life at so early an age as fifteen. It is evident, that what- 
ever knowleage, or science, he had acquired at school 
within that term, must have been very limited, if not 
superficial I yet neither in his letters, nor in his active 
duties, does any deficiency from that cause appear: his 
genius happily supplying all defects, and omissions, which 
there may nave been in Ms education. The style of Ms 
letters, and public papers, was copious, flowing, lucid, and 
ele^nt. His conceptions are clear— Ms diction vigorous 
—his reasoning close and lo^cal— as if his very exemption 
from the fetters of the classics had ^ven a freedom, bold- 
ness, and elasticity to Ms imnd, wMch, under their cum- 
bersome weight, it might otlierwise have wanted: and when 
we consider the inherent power of his mind, it is doubtful, 
whether he could have dWived any advanti^ from more 
profound studies, in the profession which his genius had 
impelled Mm to embrace with so much enthusiasm and 
success. 

Viewed in this light, Washinoton presents us with a 
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striking example of that native force of the American cha- 
racter, in its unsophisticated grandeur, and inartificial 
strength, which has so often caused it to be compared to 
the colossal masnitude of our mountains, and the expansive 
majesty of our lakes and streams. Too great by nature, to 
require the auxiliary aids of art, he could not well have 
been improved by those classical refinements, which add 
viffor to feebler minds, and give grace to the uninspired 
labors of dulness. 

Yet his education was appropriate to his destination in 
life — ^it was the education of a soldier. He did not, of 
course, aspire to the profound speculations of the philoso- 
pher ; tiie elegance and taste of the man of letters; or the 
comprehensive and deep researches of the statesman. It 
does not appear that his studies and reading ever led him 
to those elaborate discjuisitions, which would have enabled 
him to grasp the theories of government, or conduct him to 
the highest eminences of civu, iudicial, or political life. No 
yeammgs of his spirit after sucn distinctions, are, therefore, 
to be detected in the early part of his life; no political 
pantings— -no civil aspirations, ever interfered to jostle his 
thirst of military fame, or cause him to seek distinctions 
which lay out of the natural path of his genius. We are, 
therefore, not to be surprised, that during the whole course 
of the Revolution, he never indulged in an inclination for 
the studies of civil law, jMlosophy, science, or belles-lettres; 
and that, feeling his strength to lie in the military line, 
he chose to conmie it, where it would obtain most splen- 
dour and achieve most good for his country. It is true, 
that, prior to his marriage, he had been chosen to the Pro- 
vincial Assembly; and that, at a subsequent period, he took 
his seat in the jUon&ress that declared Independence: but 
on these occasions he was confessedly out of his element 
—he never shone— he never felt at home— and always 
availed himself of tlie first opportunity to resign the honor 
which he could not embellish with splendour, or convert to 
his own glory; and which did not gratify his feelings, or 
minister to his favorite passion of military fame. 

It was in accordance with this trait of his genius,, that, in 
the incipient stages of the Revolution, he appeared so little 
on the civil theatre of action; and bec^e rather a specta- 
tor, than a participator in the political convulsions, which, 
on every side, were distracting the country. In the first 
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Congresd, although his name is enrolled among the dele* 
gates from Virginia, yet he does not appear to have taken a 
prominent part on any of the important committees, on 
which he was placed, or to have borne an active share in ^eir 
proceedings; so adverse were his halnts and genius to civil 
and political pursuits — yet, it is not to be inferred from 
t\u.8 'inaptitude of his mind for the discharge of parliamen- 
tary duties, and political functions, that his heart was not 
-warmly devoted to the Cause of liberty and independence. 
StilJ, we have no reason to believe that he ever fomented 
the discontent of the Colonies; or inspirited the people to 
sedition, complaint, or remonstrance, against any of the 
oppressive and illegal acts of the mother country. Ap- 
proving, rather than instigating, the revolutionary move- 
ments around him, he became an efficient, though not active 
friend to the cause of liberty and emancipation; and while 
Patrick Henry was hurling the thunders of his eloquence 
against the tyrannjr of the King— whilst Jay was compos- 
ing manly and spirited appeals to the justice of the British 
Ministry — arid whilst Paine was captivating the ear, and 
winning the hearts of the people to the cause of liberty, and 
the rights of man, through the columns of the public jouj- 
nals, and the medium of a free press — ^Washington, repos- 
ing on the rock of his military genius, was serenely await- 
in» the final catastrophe of the stru^le, when, argument 
being exhausted-— patience wearied— and nesociation inef- 
fectual—the time to draw the sword would arrive, and 
usher him, in the fulness of his vigour, and the maturity of 
his judgment, on his native element of war, to save his 
country, or perish in vindicating her rights, liberty, and 
independence. 

At the same time, however, that he was exempt from the 
effervescent fervor of sedition, there is ample reason to be- 
lieve that sound whi^ principles had taken a deep root in 
his mind, and that, although he might not be found enthu- 
siastic in the cause of Independence, yet that he had no 
objection to see the royal government overturned, and a 
republican constitution substituted in its place. His mili- 
tary ambition, which was unquestionably the absorbing 
passion of his heart, (if the harmony of his constitution ad- 
mitted a ruling passion,) had been mortified and disappoint- 
ed by that system of court favour^ in military promotion, 
which had obstructed his advancement on the regular esta* 
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blishineni (tf the royal troops, and confined him to the su* 
bordinate rank of a provincial officer— -a circumstance which 
had so frequently exposed him to the most acute mortifica- 
tion^ when compelled to yield to the arrogant claims of 
precedence set up by the king^ 8 officers^ on all occasions, 
over the provincial officers of the colonial governments $ 
which not only checked his ambition, but mortified his 
feelings, at the same moment that it obstructed his ad- 
vancement, chilled his enterprise, and baffled the natural 
bent of his powerful genius, which panted to reach the 
climax of military perfection and renown. 

When we reflect upon the infatuation of the British go- 
vernment, in the preposterous policy of humiliation, which 
they adopted towards the <:olonies at that period, we are 
struck with astonishment that so little knowledge of human 
nature should have entered into thdr views and measures, 
and that they should systematically attempt to hold us in 
vcissalage by the very means ihat were calculated to move 
us to revolt and independence— that is, by treating a proud 
spirited people as their inferiors, and attempting to degrade 
men whose oesetting sin, if they had one, was a restless 
ambition, and a soaring spirit of enterprise and invention, 
which transcended all tnat history had ever recorded of 
any other people^^a system of policy which directly excited 
the self-love of every man to react against them, and which 
arrayed wealth, talents, and all other possessions in opposi- 
tion to the royal government, notwithstanding the peril of 
the contest which they were compelled to wage. For the 
case of Washington was also the case of a thousand others, 
who, notwithstanding their enjoyment of opulence, ease, 
pleasure, and social distinction, yet panted to attain that 
public eminence which a government of their own only could 
bestow; without much caring what kind of government 
should be substituted in the place of the foreign despotism 
that then degraded as well as oppressed, insulted^ and re- 
buked them; without even resorting to the common expedient 
of selecting their choice spirits for preferment, or delegating 
some portion of the power of court favour, and royal patron- 
age to the lordly Governor, who, from time to time, repre- 
sented the imperial majesty of England. 

Next to his passion for war and military pursuits, the 
propensity of Washington was towards agriculture, and 
those collateral avocations connected with the management 
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and improvement of his estate, whose value and increase 
had ttow swelled his fortune to a splendid magnitude, which 
claimed his attention, and occupied the greater portion of his 
time; and from the period of nis resigning his commission 
to the A^embly of Virginia, he had divided his thoughts 
between public affairs and the concerns of his plantations. 
A.a a member of the Virginia Legislature, he was alwavs 
respected, thou^ never conspicuous; but he was repeatedly 
eleeted as a delegate to the State Assembly. 

^When the independent companies of the northern parts 
of Virginia had comj>leted their organisation, they chose 
Washington for then- Commander. So that, whether in 
military or civil pursuits, whenever honor was to be con- 
ferred, or confidence reposed, Washington was always sure 
to be selected as the prominent ^object of attachment and 
r^ard to the people. 

Having been eliected to the first Congress, he took his 
seat in that body, when it met at Philadel]^a, and was 
always chosen as a member of those committees, which 
were appointed for military or defensive purposes; in which 
situations the soundness of his judgment, the firmness of his 
purpose, the integrity of his character, and the imposing 
dignity of his person and address, combined with his un- 
questionable patriotism, enabled him to be of essential ser- 
vice to bis country; and although we have from his pen no 
exposition of the abstract principles that constituted the 
basis of our revolutionary struggle, yet he has said enough 
to show that he approvea of the ground of resistance, and 
embarked all his feelings and wishes in the great contest 
for national independence. 

To the dignity of his personal deportment, and the awe 
inspiring expression of his noble countenance, Washington 
was, peniaps, as much indebted for his eminence throudi 
life, as to the pure integrity of his soul, a^d the unblemish- 
ed disinterestedness of his devotion to the good of his 
country. Physically adapted to inspire awe, to kindle 
enthusiasm, or to extort devotion to his person, he was, of 
all the public men of that time, the best qualified to lead 
our troops to victory, or to protect and shelter them under 
defeat. Various and irresistible were the inducements 
that influenced Congress to invest him with the chief and 
exclusive command of the Annies of the United Colonies; 
to which post he was unanimously chosen by Congress on 
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the 14th of June, 1775. Amon^ other conaiderations that' 
operated in favor of his selection, may be mentioned his 

freat opulence— -his experience in military affairs^— his 
nown ambition ^o achieve military renown— his valour, 
firmness, and prudence-— his penetrating sagacity— his com- 
prehensive grasp of mind— 4iis faculty of combining^detached 
parts into one great whole— his power of conceiving the 
great— executing the dangerous— And embracing the vast- 
together with indomitable courage— exhaustless patience' — 
and unconquerable fortitude:— a combination of attributes 
and circumstances so rarely found united in one person , 
that the living example of the model mi^ht, without depart- 
ing from the tone of reason, be justly demonstrated a pro- 
digy of nature. 

Endowed with unaffected modesty, this great man, when 
presented with his commission, avowed ms sincere diffi- 
dence of his ability for the imjportant trust. 

To add to his merit, he refused to receive any compen - 
sation for his services; with an understanding that Congress 
should discharge his expenses only; of which he pledged 
himself to keep a strict account. How widely different 
from modern patriots, who only seek to serve their country 
for emolument and {>ay ! It is not, however, to be doubt 
ed, but that the gratification experienced by Washington, 
in his love of military life, proved in itself a profuse remu- 
neration for all his toils and perils. 

A more popular choice of a commander in chief, could 
not have been made. The whole country rang, with one 
united shout of unatiimous applause, that an individual so 
well fitted, in all respects, for the arduous duty of the 
crisis, had been chosen to dischai^ it. 

Still the spirit of liberty was startled into iealousy, by 
the almost iu>solute military power, with which he had 
been invested; and the address of congratulation present- 
ed to him by the Provincial Assembly of New Yonc, upon 
his arrival in that city, on his way to assume command of 
^e army at Cambridge, contained this prudent and jealous 
clause:— 

«< We have the fullest assurances, that, whenever this 
important contest shall be decided bv that fondest' wish of 
every American soul— -an accommoaation with our mother 
oGontry, you will cheerfully resign the important deposit 
committed into jmir hmds> and reaasume me character of 
our worthiest citizen.'' 
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To tills candid and undis^ised requisition, that he would 
put off his armour, and resign his military power the mo- 
ment that the object of his assuming it should be accom- 
plished,- he replied, in the true spirit of the patriot, aware 
of the danger to which the allusiop was directed; and wiU 
ling to dispel, or assuaee all apprehensions of evil, br 
an explicit avowal of his aesire to comply with their ream- 
sition. To the flattmne address of the Massachusetts Le- 
^slature, be thus replied >— 

^^ Your lund congratulations on my appointment and ar- 
riyal, demand my wannest acknowledgments, and will be 
ever retained in eratefiil remembrance. In exchanging the 
enjoyments of domestic life for the duties of my present 
honorable, but arduous situation, I only emulate the virtue 
and nublic spirit of the whole province of Massachusetts, 
wbicn, with a firmness and patriotism without example, has 
sacrificed all the comforts of social and political life, in sup- 
port of the rights of mankind, and the welfare of our com- 
mon country. Mt highest ambition is to be the happy 
instrument of vindiceUing these rights, and to see this devoted 
province agmn restored to peace, liberty and safety. '' 

There seems to have been a constitutional trait of diffi- 
dence and modesty in his character; for when the president 
of Congress covimunicated his appointment, he is said to 
have felt great distress from the consciousness that his abi- 
lities mi^t prove incompetent to the task. On that memo- 
rable occasion, he uttered the following remarkable senti- 
ment : — 

• • . . **Bttt, lest some unlucky ev^&t should happen un- 
favourable to my reputation, I beg it may be remembered 
by every gentleman in the room, that I this day declare 
with the utmost sincerity, I do not think myself equal to 
the command I am honored with." 

Upon his arrival at the army at Cambridge, Washington 
foi^nd the disorganization so great, as to demand his imme- 
diate and exclusive attention, in order to place it on a more 
systematic and substantial basis^ well knowing that without 
harmony, discipline, and subordination, even strength be- 
comes weakness, and numbers lead J» defeat, instead of 
commanding victory. Although he was mortifiwl to find 
not only detects in disdpline, and an alarming deficiency 
of ammunition, yet these very evils, by calling up all his 
ener^es into astion, not only conduced to his own fame» 
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but contributed to the ultimate safety of &e country, and 
the immediate success oi the American arms* Thus, the 
very first effort of the military genius of Washington, by 
being directed to the efficient oipinisation of the army, 
demonstrated the wisdom of the dioice which Congress had 
made, in conferring on him the chief command of the ccm- 
tinental forces; to which, it cannot be doubted, we were 
solely indebted for the triumph of our arms, and the final 
establishment of our indepenoence. 

Whatever of military glory beams around the imperishable 
laurels of Washington, and it is sufficiently Iwilliant not t^ 
want increase, still it must be lamented, that he did not 
participate in the fame of Breed's Hill, or what is com- 
monly termed '^the Battle of Bunker* 9 IBU.^^ 

To make un for this strdke of ill-fortune, or omission of 
fortune, Washington devoted himself so assiduously to 
the blockade of Boston, that tiie British not only found it 
impossible for them to harass the surrounding country, or 
attempt a battle, that they became streightened for provi- 
sions, and suffered much, from this £privation, which, 
owing to the perpetual vi^lance of tiie American comman- 
der, they found it impossible to remedy. 

But ^e short terms of enlistment on which the army 
had been formed, now began to occasion serious embarrass^ 
mentto the commander, who, the more his desire increased 
to drive the British from that town, the more his means of 
accomplishing such an object vanished from lus grasp; a 
disappointment the more mortifying, because public opinion 
had long been anticipating its reduction, under a false im- 
pression of the exaggerated strength of the forces under 
General Washington, who, as the blockade became further 
protracted, began to be an object of public censure; indeed 
the popular clamour against him proceeded so far, as to in- 
sinuate aloud, that he was more desirous of prolonging the 
war, in order to continue his own importance, ^an to ter- 
minate it by a battle, which might consign him to private 
life. Although not insensible to this unjust censure, yet 
he cQuld not repel the imputation without exposing the 
real weakness of the American troops; and he preferred to 
suffer in his own reputation for the moment, than to injure 
teh cause of freedom, by disclosing a wedkness which 
might i>rove fatal to the triumph of whig principles. The 
conviction of his own judgment against the policy of an 
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attack, was strengthened by the concurrence of a council 
of war; fortified By which, he even ventured to disregard 
the wishes of Congress in favour of an attempt to expel the 
British forces from Boston. 

Although averse to an immediate attack, Washington 
continued io make gradual approaches towards tiie town, 
by erecting fortifications on Plowed Hill, Cobble Hill, and 
liiechmare^ Point; positions considered favorable to pre- 
sent, or ulterior operations: and these approaches having 
been carried within half a mile of the enemy's works on 
Bunker^s HUl^ gave rise to occasional cannonading which 
drove their floating batteries from their original stations^ 

Up to this iiNenod, the winter of 1775, the professed 
object of hostilities against Great Britain, had been an 
accommodation with, the royal government, on condition of 
having tl^e principle of non-taxation without representation, 
recognised by the mother country. A redress of griev- 
ances, not national independence, was the avowed object: 
it was said to be a war against a corrupt ministrv, not 
against the British Crown. But this fallacy- coutd not 
long delude the public mind; or blind men of the most 
doltish perception to the real tendency of a, contest, which 
had assumed an attitude, so mortal, inveterate, and exter- 
minating. It was natural, too, that a people who only 
started for a redress of grievances, should, as they pro- 
gressed, and felt themselves strong enough for self-govern- 
ment, and powerful enough to vanquish their oppressors, 
at last turn their thoughts to the subject of national inde- 
pendence, and project the total abolishment of the King's 
authority, ai^d tiie ro^al government. No doubt tiie most 
discerning and sagacious politicians foresaw, from the com- 
mencement of the collision, that it must ultimately assume 
the character of Revolution and Independence. JS^o doubt 
a majority of the mat leaders of oppugn&tion wished, if 
they did not directlt design it to be so$ but witl^ the great 
mass of the people, it wore ar more humble, a more just, and 
a more practicame complexion, in the mere object of yard- 
ing the substance of the privilege of representaticm m the 
Imperial Parliament, by conceding, to the Colonies the 
sole and sovereign right of self taxation^ heing excluded 
^ local circumstances imm. a representation in Parliament. 
But open and avowed measures for the establishment of a 
government independent of the mother country were now 
adopted* 
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Massachusetts and Virginia were the first to open the 
path to this arduous and dan^rons enterprise, by making 
application to Congress for advice as to the oest moae of con- 
ducting their affairs, under existing revolutionary movements; 
and ouier provinces following the example, the question 
of separation from the mother country naturally arose, in 
opposition to those who maintained that the connection 
which formerly subsisted should still be preserved. Go- 
vernments for the Colonies totally independent of the mo- 
ther country, were advocated by some, whilst others, more 
timid, or less inclined to liberty, espoused the restriction 
of such governments to the continuance of the .dispute then 
pending with Great Britain — thus leaving open a door by 
which to return into the arms of monarchy and depaokdence. 
At this period, indeed, the idea of separation was so little 
countenanced, that great opposition was made to a resolu- 
tion granting to New Hampshire even the restricted go- 
vernment to which I have just alluded*M;hat is^ ** during 
the continuance of the present dispute with Great Britain;" 
and every endeavour was systematically made to impress 
on the public mind, that a separatUm was not intended: 
an effort which contributed to produce an impression, if not 
an effect, the very opposite ot what was designed. 

How far Washington participated at this period in these 
opinions, or whether he interfered in them at all— to which 
party he inclined, whether in fmour of separation^ or of 
monarchy<i I have no means of ascertaining; but it is most 
probable that he did not anticipate the growtii of popular 
opinion, or attempt to quicken it into maturity in favour of 
a separation. This conjecture is rendered probable, be- 
cause it accords with his general reserve, political cool- 
ness, passive observation, strict prudence, and lofty habits 
of dignity, reflection, and acquiescence; for, except in 
matters of military bearing, his intellect seems rarely to 
have been quickened to that stage of excitement, which 
would impel him to take a deep interest in the mere politi- 
cal questions of the day. This conjecture, too, is strictly 
conformable to his military attitude, which mieht in some 
measure forbid a zealous and active espousal eimer of sepa- 
ration^ or prolonged adhesion to the monarchy of Britain. 

The siege of Boston was now prosecuted with renewed 
vigour by Washington. A plan of attack was matured and 
adopted; and, on the 4th of March, irr6, the American 
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trooTO took possession of the heights of Dorchester, from 
which thCT poured a heavy cannonade on the besi^red. 
Coii^ctingr moyements were made by the British ^ne- 
A»«^?) to dislodge the ireojm of Washington from this 
position^ but the fojtjes of the former being dispersed by a 
s^Mrm, wMle in tiietr beats, the whole plan of defence was 
^w»ged; and the English evacuated Boston on the 17th of 
Mwrch^ mmch to the chagrin of the American general, who 
iwd project^i a scheme ^ assault upon the town, which he 
md not doidil, would prove entirely and splendidly trium- 

. .'^ recmerjet BcsbcoL by the American army consti- 
tuted an im^oiiaint event in the war? and the whole «^o- 
mes ra^ with peals of joy upon the achievement It was 
'• reserved, that the tiianks of Cmigress, in their own name, 
aiid m the name g£ the thirteen Umted Colonies, whom they 
represent, be preseiM^d to his excellency General Wash- 
iBgton, and the officers and soldiers under lus command, for 
their wise ai^ smrited conduct in the siege and acquisition 
of Boston, and that a medal of gold be struck, in commemo- 
ration of this great event, and presented to his excellency; 
and that a committee of tiiree he appointed to prepare a let- 
ter of thanks, and a prep«r device for the meoal.'' 

The expedition isto Canada in 1775^ especially that 
i^BSt Quebec, although planned with consummate abi- 
lity, as far as it respected the mUUaty arrangement of the ' 
operalicm, yet proved extremely disastrous to the Ameri- 
can anns, notwithstanding the heroic bravery displayed by 
the Generals, Mon^ihery, Arnold, and Thomas; who, as 
soldiers and commanders, performed all that genius, valour, 
and judgment could accomplish. But the ^reat defect of 
the plan, was the vast disproportion that existed between 
the means and the end. The project having originated 
mih Coiu;ress, on the avowed expectation of annexmg Ca- 
nada to the thurteen United Colonies, it met with the con- 
enrrenee of Washinston, and has been made to redound to 
his ghnTr although frau^t with nothing but defeat, disas- 
ter, ana a useless^ or worse than useless, expenditure of 
lives^ money, resources, and credit. The enterprise was 
altogether too vast, and the scene of its execution too remote, 
to be justified on any principles, or views^ not exclusively 
military- It was based on an^ assumption of exa^rated 
resources in the United Colonies, which not only aid not 

B2 
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exist, but it is difficult to conceive how any impartial miiid 
could have imagined that it was possible to exist. Although 
I am willing to concede to Washin^n, therefore, as much 
applause as he could justly lay claim to, for the tmHtanf 
arrangements of the expedition into Canada, vet, as it 
respects the political elements of the desisn, as far as they 
implicate the character of the statesman for policy, know- 
le(&e, judgment, and a correct appreciation t>f all the com- 
ra-ehensive relations involved in it — ^it must be admitted to * 
detract in some measure from his civic character, and to 
impair the aggregate of that greatness, which belongs to in- 
herent fame, apart from the splendour of military ^ory. 

It^may be said, however, that Congress, by adopting the 
scheme, made it their own, and so far exonerated the Gre-* 
neral from all censure due to a project, which aimed at 
such colossal ends, by such pigmv and diM)roportionate 
means. But this cannot well be admitted^ for it was the 
habit of Congress to adopt all his suggestions, according to 
the pledge of adhesion which it had originally given to him^ 
when it invested him with the absolute and unlimited pow- 
ers of a military Dictator — ^powers justified by the crisis^ 
and indispensable to the triumphant issue of the struggle 
between the Colonies and the Monarchy. It was, too, 
peculiarly incumbent upon Washington, to restrain, rather 
than excite, to enterprises of such stupendous magnitude^ 
for, to him was practically known the insufficiency and fee- 
bleness of the military material of the United Colonies, as 
well as their deficiency in the great sinew of war, money I 
-«-and had he expressed his dissent from the enterprise, no 
doubt can enst that it would never have been attempted. 

It was more unfortunate, however, in its leaving the co- 
lonies nakexi of the means of vigorous defence, as itex^ 
pended resources, which, at home, would have proved infi- 
nitely more advantageous than abroad, even had complete 
victory attended the Canada expedition. And when we 
reflect, that all the troo]>8 engaged in that disastrous cam- 
paign, underwent hardships, and endured sufferings, as well 
.as achieved romantic deeds of heroic courage, never sur- 
passed, if equalled— 'we cannot but express our astonish- 
ment and regret, at the wanton temerity of an enterprise^ 
which gave occasion to such brilliant displays of heroism^ 
and involved such terrible consequences of defeat. 

Anticipating an attack upon New York by the forces of 
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Greneral Howe, which had evacuated Boston, Washington 
hastened from that place with the main body of his army to- 
wards the Hudson^ and having reached "Sew York on the 
14th of April, he directed all Ms energy and resources to 
prepare for the reception of the ^lernj, and prevent his oc- 
cupatidn of so important a post^ to guard against which, he 
wmtted no precaution of defence, which nMlitary genius, or 
the resources of the colonies, could furnish or suggest. . 
- But here, as on all other occasions, the deficiency oi the 
material of the troops, in respect to muskets and bayonets, 
m'esented serious impediments to his efficient operations. 
The want of magazines, clothing, tents, ammumtion, and 
arms, was truly lamentable. A loyal and tory populati<»i, 
too, not only in ^e city, but about me surrounding country, 
added to his difficulties, increased his embarrassments, and 
frustrated his designs. This disaffection to the American 
cause had ris^i to so great a head, as to take the shape of a 
conspiracy to seize and deliver up Washington himself to 
^e royal government. In this plot even some of the ge- 
neral's guards were implicated tnrou^ the arts, intrigues 
and corruption of the royal governor, Tryon, and the mayor 
of the city* That it failed, was rather to be ascribed to 
eood fortune, than any defect in the plot, or penetration in 
8ie intended victim. Some of those who were guilty were 
executed. A nmilar conspiracy having been exploded at 
Albany, those concerned likewise sufl^red the penalty of 
death. 

The Congress of 1775 had adjourned under sanguine ex- 
pectations, that the disputes existing between the Colonies 
and Great Britain, would speedily be adjusted to the satis- 
faction of both parties. But this hope was entirely dissipated 
by the speech of the Kinff to Parliament^ while the proceed- 
ings of the latter evinced a disposition the most resnote from 
that which would have prevaued had a temper of justice 
and conciliation predominated in their councils. On the 
contrary,, an inflexible resolution to subdue the colonies by 
the sword, was manifested by increased and immense j»*e- 
parations to prosecute with success, the ensuinc campaign; 
evincing not only an implacable animosity in uie tory ad- 
ministration, but a vindictive thirst of revenge in the Eng- 
lish people. Fully appreciating the importance of these 
hostile movements, tiie ccdonies were not backward in 
making vigorous preparations to repulse the legions that 
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yffere now t» bepiured upon ti^em: and it will ever redound 
to the glory of w asldiistoii^ thfti^ keefonghis eye upoB tke 
nofcwenti of the mo&er cenniiy, he now pressed upooi 
Congress m his letters to that bod^, theneces^tj of ad<^- 
ingmeaswres. which would eimUe Urn, at Ihe head o£ the 
annj9 to protect the covntry from the ravages and devaatiL^ 
tion of the expected fee. It is to be regretted that Con*^ 
gress, frmn the want of experieitce atod judgment, did net 
comply with his requisitisss to thait extinit it^ch wai^ es- 
seatuu t» the consunanation of the oU/BcAainied at. 

It cttBot be thsurht vretevant to vm Hfec^ Waahincton, 
to here adhrert to> me progress- which the pidbliciiikia was 
DOW nudikig towardsLthe ffreat work of NatioMd Indepen- 
dence; whiui had h er et e fei e becai merged in the minor 6b^ 
ject of shtaimng redre9S of gtievanees; Anterior to the 
year 177t, tm alMoIute hsnrar was generally expressed, 
whenever Ihe ideikof a separalioii g£ the colonies from Great 
Britain had been fainted^ accompamed by an avowal of 
anxious desire to re-estab^Mh the union and harmony which 
had alway» subsisted between the- mother country and 
America. Since blood had been shed^ however, between 
the contending parties, SAopposUse sentiment had. gradually 
simpinabed the desire of arenewialof political connection 
ynm Great BritaiB. To feel aifedionr^^to profess aHe- 
grsnco^^to desire to cultivate mniity with a monarch whose 
armies wiere diesi^atin^ our cotntry^ g^^iitg <H]r homes ta 
the fire-taudd, our femilies^ the sword, and our all that 
made life viduaUe, to< the: rapacity of a band of mercenary 
soldiers; at liie same time that we were attempting to avert 
the blow, or retaliate tiie injury^ wa» not onfy impossible, 
butUBsmtural and absnid. It was in the nature of the 
human heart to revolt from a power, which thus sought to 
afflict, crush and vanquish us; and to desire never aeain to 
hold communion with tiie bloody and oppressive authors of 
our wron^ and sufferings. Still, <m the other hand, pow- 
erfel prejudices elisted, to draw back die people to their 
ancirat allesiance, and cnstonoir form of government. 
Education, habit, all the associanons of the mind, and 
many of the affections of femily ties, had implanted a deep 
love of the British government and nation in the hearts of 
the Americans, and made them averse to thinking of a final 
and lasting separation from the mother country. Even as 
late as June 1775, Congress issued a proclamation for a 
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fast, assigning as one of the reasons for its reconunenda- 
Hon, to «« beseech the Almjehty to hleas our Bi^htfid Sove- 
reign, Kine Geoige the Tnird, and inspire him with wis- 
dom. " These prejudices in favour of remaining under ^e 
British government now rapidly wore away; and an in- 
creased love and admiration of Republican ]Hinciples, 
coupled with the desire of Independence, bc^an to take 
root in the minds of the people, especially that p(M*tion of 
them who had no ties oi anstocratical distinction, official 
pomp, or family pride, to r^id asunder by tiiie separation^ 
and whose mediocrity oi fortune placed tnem beyond the 
dread which operated on the minds of ^e more opulent 
and powerful members of society. To this class of citizens, 
too, the public journals of the colonies, now b^an to open . 
their columns ifi^ favour of independence. To these lol- "^ 
lowed pamphlets and essays^' among which stood in bold 
and prominent relief, distinguished for its eloquence, pa- 
triotism, and enerrr, the Common Sense of Tlunnas 
Paine$ which, combunng ^^reat force of language and power 
of argument, with an irresistible array of uu^ts and princi- 
ples, too obvious to be denied, luid too reasonable to be 
counted, carried conviction to every mind, at the same 
time thatthey enlisted the most ardent feelings in the cause 
of liberty and independence! agitating the cium and tempe- - 
rate witn a glowine love of country, and infusine irresistible 
enthusiasm into me bosom of the ardent champions of 
the Rights of Man. He boldly attacked with triumphant 
ridicule, and resistless argument, the whole fabric of the 
British Constitution, which had so long been held in idola- 
trous veneration as the paraxon of political wisdom; and at 
the same time demonstrated a longer continuance of a con- 
nection with England, to be as impracticable as it was ab- 
surd, dangerous, and inconsistent. Lucid in his style, forci- 
ble in his diction, and happy in his illustrations, he threw 
the charms of poetry over the statue of Rcaison, and made 
converts to liberty, as if a power of fascination presided over 
his pen. Univereally read, warmly applauded, and prompt- 
ly responded to, this pamphlet daily won crowds of zealous 
converts to the rational doctrine of American Indepen- 
dence. It was now perceived and acknowledged, that a 
reconciliation with England was now impracticable; and 
the opinions of Paine soon became the opinions of a large 
majority of the people, who coincided in his principles, 
adopted his view8> and embraced his doctrines^ 
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It ia Qot thje puipose of thU biography to enter into a full 
discttsaon, or a minute review of the question of indepeu'- 
dence: hut we may here remarks that me writings of Tho- 
mas Paino have been admitted to have had more influence 
in the accomplishment of the separation of the colonies from 
the mother country, than any oih^r cause; and that preju- 
dice, arisinff from a secret attachment to the British consti- 
ttttion» could alone have operated to withhold from his 
name and memory, Ihat lustre and renown, which always 
gotthers in clustering glory round the brows of those wor- 
uiies, who in times of peril, espouse the rights of the peo- 
ple; and amidst the frowns, thunders, and tempests of des- 
Sotism, denounce the tyranny of kings, and satirise into 
erision and contempt, tne pomp of thrones and the pride 
of monarchs. 

To the genius of Thomas Paine, as a pcmular writer, and 
t0 that of George Washington, ^ a prudent, skilful and 
consummate general, are the American people indebted for 
their rigfits, liberties andindependenc^ /JThe high opinion 
of Paine, entertained by Washington, and publicly express- 
ed by the latter, sheds fresh lustre on tne incomparable 
merits of the great leader of the army of the revolution* 

It was under an impression in part produced by the pow- 
erful writings c^ Pajme, that Congress, on the 6tn of May, 
1776, passed a resolution recommending to the Colonies 
to adopt separate and independent gpvemmentsf and from 
that time they assumed the character and attitude of So- 
vKBEiaK States, presenting the sublime and iniposing 
spectacle of a free and enh^tened people framinff Iheir 
own systems of government in virtue of ^eir inalienable 
ri^ts, and inherent sovereignty, and reducing to the cer- 
tamty of written constitutions the boundaries of power and 
the popular fountains of authority. 

Representative democracies were adopted by the different 
states, with two branches of legislative and one of executive 
power, limited in most of the states by declarations of rights, 
and declared in all to eina;nate from the sole spring of 
power, the sovereign rights of the peojde. 

From this commencement, the step was sh^nrt to the 
Declaration of Ind^ndence of the United States* 

On the 29th of June, 1776, General Howe arrived off 
Sandy Hook, with the British armv from Halifax, where 
he had wintered his troops, and had waited for reinforce- 
ments; and on the 3d and 4th of July he effected a landing 
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of his troops on Staten Island; preyidus to which. General 
Washington had been active in removing all the supplies 
that miCTt prove of advtotage to tiie enemy. 

All me ener^es and resources of Washington were now 
put in requisition, to observe the movements and counteract 
the desisns of the military and naval forces of England, 
under the command of Sir William and L(mx1 Howe; who 
were also constituted commissioners to treat for neace^jgrant 
pardonsr^educe traitors, and purchase reneeaoes. These 
coromisdoners published circulars, addressed to the people, 
exhorting them to return to their alle^ance to the crown, 
which were transmitted by Washington to Congress. 

Not only Were the people to be bought^ but even the 
general in chief of the armv of 'Gie United States was to be 
tampered with, or bribed from his duty. Lord Howe |ic- 
cordingly despatched a letter with a fl^, addressed to 
* Creorgt Washington^ Esquite,^ which the General declined 
receiving, because it did not recognise the public character 
with which he was invested by Congress, and in no other 
character could he have any intercourse with his lordship. 

This prudent and dignified conduct met with the warm 
approbation of Congress, who immediately passed a special 
resolution, ^ that no letter or messase be received on any 
occasion whatever from the enemy, oy the commander in 
chief, or others, the commanders of the American army, 
but such as shall be directed to them in the characters they 
respectively sustain.' 

To overcome this difficulty of etiquette, without commit- 
ting the royal power, as well as to amuse the Americans 
with tiie pretence of pacific intentions, Colonel Patterson, 
Adjutant-General of the British army, was despatched on 
shore by General Howe, bearing a letter mrected to 
'George Washington, &c. &c. &c.' He Was, of course, 
admitted to an interview with Washington, whom he ad- 
dressed by the title of < Excellency;' and after the prelimi- 
nary compliments, proceeded to state his business by say- 
ing, that ** General Howe much regretted the difficulties 
that had arisen respecting the address of the letters; that 
the mode adopted was deemed consistent with propriety, 
and was founded on precedent in cases of ambassadors and 
plenipotentiaries, where disputes or difficulties about rank 
nad arisen; that General Washington might recollect he 
had,, last summer, addressed a letter to the 'honorabfe 
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William Howe$^ that Lord and General Howe did not 
mean to derogate from his rank, or the respect due to him; 
and that thej held his person and character in the h^est 
esteem, but Ihat the direction, with the addition of &c. &c. 
Sit. implied everj^ thing which ousht to follow." Colonel 
Patterson ^en laid on the table the letter of which he was 
the bearer. 

Washington unhesitatinslj declined to receive it, alleg- 
ing '< that a letter directed to a person in a public charac- 
ter, should have some description, or indication of that 
chwicter, otherwise it would be considered as W mere' pri- 
rate letter. It was true, the tteeteras implied every thing, 
and thej also implied any thing. That the letter ibo Gene- 
ral Howe, alluded to, was an answer to one received from 
him under a like address; which having been taken by the 
officer on duty, he did not think proper to return; and 
therefore answered in the same mode ot address^ and that 
he should absolutelv decline any letter relating to his pub- 
lic station, directea to him as a privaite person. " 

Coloiiel Patterson then observed, * that General Howe 
would not urge his delicacy further, and repeated his asser- 
tions that no want of respect was intended.' 

Some observations then passed upon the treatment ot 
prisoners; after which Colonel Patterson said, that ^^ the 
j;oodness and beinevolence of the King had induced him to 
aj^int Lord Howe and General Howe his commissioners 
to accommodate the unhappy dispute at present subsisting; 
that they had great powers, and would derive much plea- 
sure from effecting tne accommodation; and that he wished 
this visit to be considered as making the first. advance to- 
wards so desirable an object." 

The replv of General Washington to this proposition 
was, ' that he was not vested with anv powers on tni^ sub- 
ject, by those from whom he derived his authority; but he 
would observe that, so far as he could judge from what had 
as yet transpired. Lord Howe and General Howe were 
only empowered to grant pardons; that those who had com- 
mitted no fault wanted no pardon; and that the Americans 
were only defending what they deemed their indubitable 
lights.' ■ Thist (Colonel Patterson replied,) would open a 
very wide field for argument:' and after expressing his fears 
Ihat an adherence to forms mieht obstoact business of the 
greatest moment and concern, ne took his leave. 
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The substance of this conversation was subsequently 
published by order of Congress. 

The Hessians now be^an to arrive from Europe, to rein- 
force General Howe; which did not fail to exasperate the 
animosity of the patriot Americans^ against what they 
justly conceived to be a wanton and barbarous aggravation 
of the contest; for the tomahawk of the Indian was to be 
added to the brutal and mercenary musket of the Hessian; 
and slaves and savages were to be recklessly arrayed in an 
implacable war against a free, civilized, and enlightened 
portion of their own family, their descendants, their chil- 
dren, bound by ties of consanguinity to observe the niles 
of civilized warfare, and bow to the dictates of feeling and 
humanity, which are never incompatible with patriotism 
and duty. 

The British army now amounted to twenty-four thou- 
sand effective men; whilst that of the Americans did not 
exceed ten thousand, who were badly equipped, insuffi- 
ciently furnished with arms, and in a very unhealthy con- 
dition, owing to the want of tents, and exposure to the 
weather. 1 ne force under Washington was, indeed, any 
thing but efficient; but the obstacles to making it greater,- 
were radical, and not to be overcome — ^these were, the want 
of commerce, the want of money, the decay of credit, and 
a liMering.hope, which blasted the energy of preparation 
for victory; that a reconciliation would jet render hostili- 
ties useless, and by sheathing the sword, bring back peace, 
and all its attendant blessings. Under all these disadvan- 
tages, however, Washington conceived the design of attack- 
ing the English at Staten Island; but a tempest rising frus- 
trated this intention, and lie remained inactive waiting for 
reinforcements, and in daily expectation of receiving an 
attack from the enemy; which he awaited with the more 
anxiety, as his own troops were scattered over an extent 
of fifteen miles, in the occupation of posts, difficult of ac- 
cess, and therefore impossible to be concentrated for sud- 
den emergencies. Under these difficulties and embarrass- 
ments, he thus wrote to Congress :— 

*' These things are melancholy, but they are nevertheless 
true. I hope lor better. Under every disadvantage, my 
utmost exertions shall be employed to bring about the great 
end we have in view; and so far as I can judge from the 
professions and apparent dispositions of my troops, I shall 
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have their support The superiority of the enem j, a&d the 
expected attacK, do not seem to have depressed their spi- 
rits. These considerations lead me to think, that though 
the appeal may not terminate so happily as I could wish, 
yet the enemy will not succeed in their views without con- 
siderable loss. Any advanta^ they may gain, I trust, may 
cost them dear.'' 

The tenor of this letter anticipating ^/^ea^ might be open 
to severe criticism, but for the lamentable, indeed almost 
fatal disadvantages and embarrassments, under which the 
Americans laboured^ and which justify us in averring, 
that no parallel can be found in history of a general main- 
taining the appearance of a belligerent attitude, and sus- 
taining bimseif against all the deficiencies that beset him, 
with a force so broken, so incompjetent, and so transitory. 
Under other circumstances, to have anticipated defeat, 
might have been viewed as hi^ly culpable | out in his ac- 
tual situation, it was a conclusion irresistibly forced upon 
him by circumstances beyond his power to avert, and 
which he possessed no resources to remedy. * 

Being now reinforced by several regiments from Mary- 
land, Pennsylvania, New York, and Massachusetts, his 
force was increased to twenty-seven thousand men, of 
whom one-fourth were on the sick list. 

As Washington now momently expected an attack, and 
aware that the influence of the first battle might decide that 
of the second, if not involve the ultimate fate of the coun- 
try, he bent all his energies to enforcing subordination, and 
exciting that glow of enthusiasm, which always attends the 
ardent love of liberty; and which in a peculiaif manui^rhad 
kindled the indignation of the Americans ftgainst the merce- 
nary . invaders of their native land. Upon this spirit, 
Washington now in a great measure relied, as a^ substitute 
for discipline, skill, and experience. His orders to his 
troops, issued soon after the arrival of general Howe, show 
that he knew how to call into action this generous passion 
of self-devotion to the love of liberty; and the tone of elo- 
quence of this address, renders it a striking illustration of 
his character, and a beautiful trait in the mind of the pa- 
triot general. 

'* The time" (he says) ^^ is now near at hand, which 
must probably determine whether Americans are to be free- 
men or slaves; whether they are to have any property they 
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:an call their own 5 whether their houses and £urms are to 
ye pillaged and destroyed,' anA themselves consigned to a 
state of wretchedness from which no human efforts will de- 
liver them. The fate of unborn millions will now depend, 
under God, on the courage and conduct of this army. Our 
cruel and unrelenting enemy leaves us only the choice of a 
brave resistance, or the most abject submission. We 
have, therefore, to resolve to conquer, or to die. Our own, 
our country's honour, call upon us for a vigorous and 
manly exertion; and if we now shamefully fail we shall 
become infamous to the whole world. ^ Let us then rely on 
ihe goodness of our cause, and the aid of the Supreme 
Bding, in whose hands victory is, to animate and encourage 
us to great and noble actions. The eyes of all our coun- 
trymen are now upon us, and we shall have their blessings 
and praises, if happily we are the instruments of 'saving 
them from the tyranny meditated against them. Let us, 
therefore, animate ana encourage each other, and show the 
whole world, that a freeman contending for liberty on his 
own ground, is superior to any slavish mercenary on earth. " 
The anticipations of defeat expressed by Washington in 
his letters to congress, were but too fully realised by the 
victory of Brooiclyn, achieved by the British over the 
American army— one of the most signal and disastrous de- 
feats that our arms sustained during the whole war; and to 
justify which, on the part of general Washington, has, I be- 
lieve, never been seriously attempted; for, after making 
every allowance for want of equipment, discipline, and 
subordination, there still appears some deficiency of military 
skill in the movements, positions, and general arrangement 
of the army, which leaves Washington open to much criti- 
cism on the score of military talent. Even Marshal!^ who 
18 disposed never to blame, and always to eulogise the 
patriot general, admits a want of skifl in <not having 
guarded the road which leads over the hills from Jamaica 
to Bedford.' The truth, however, is, that Washington's 
great trait of character and genius was a passive fortitude; 
a patience under adversity, and a skill in extricating him- 
self from difficulties, and bearing up against disasters. 
But he wanted some of the genius for active, energetic and 
snccessftil warfare; for brilliancy of attack, fertility of re- 
sources, and proraptitutLe of action, as well as a perfect 
arrangement of his plan of operations. Some idea of this 
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deiiciencj in his military dusracter, may be formed from 
the following extract from Marshall's account of the battle 
of Brooklyn, which occurred on the 27th August, 1776. 

" About half past eight o'clock, the British ridit having 
then reached Bedford, m the rear of Sullivan's left, gene- 
ral De Heister ordered colonel Donop's corps to advance 
to the attack of the hill, following himself with the centre 
of the army. The approach of Clmton was now discovered 
by the American left, which immediately endeavoured to 
regain the camp at Brooklyn. They were retiring from 
the woods by regiments, with their cannon, when tney en- 
countered the front of the British, consisting of the light 
infantry and light dragoons, who were soon supported by 
the guards. Aoout the same time the Hessians advanced 
from Flatbush, against that part of the detachment which 
occupied the direct road to Brooklyn. Here general Sulli- 
van commanded in person; but he found it difficult to keep 
his troops together long enough to sustain the first attack. 
The firing heard towards Bedford had disclosed to them 
the alarming fact, that the British had turned their Irft 
flank, and were getting completely into their rear. Perceiv- 
ing at once the full danger of their situation, they sought to 
escape it by regaining the camp with the utmost possible . 
celerity. The sudden route of this party enabled De 
Heister to detach a part of his force against tnose who were 
engaged near Bedford. In that quarter, too, the Americans 
were broken and driven back into the woods, and the front 
of the column led by general Clinton, continuing to move 
forwai-d, intercepted and engaged those who were retreating 
along the direct road from Flatbush, Thus attached both 
in front and rear, and alternately driven by the British on 
the Hessians, and by the Hessians back again on the Bri- 
tish, a succession oi skirmishes took place in the woods, 
in the course of which, some parts of corps forced their 
way through the enemy, and regained the lines of Brooklyn, 
and several individuals saved themselves under cover of 
the woods; but a great proportion of the detachment was 
killed or taken. " 

Though unequal to the achievement of a great victory 
with his present troops, Washington was eminently suc- 
cessful in conducting the retreat of his army from Long 
Island; and on the nignt of the 28th of August, he conducted 
his troops across the East river, unperceived and unmolest^ 
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ed hy the enemy, having secured all his stores, baggage 
uid ammniHtion. 

Marshail, commenting upon this retreat, says, *^ without 
loss, to withdraw a defeated, dispirited and undisciplined 
armj from the view of an experienced and able officer, and 
to transport them in safety across a large river, while 
watched 1^ a numerous and. vigilant fleet, require talents 
of no ordinarj kind; and the retreat from Long Island may 
justly be ranked among those skilful manoeuvres which dis- 
tineuish a master in the art of war. " 

Aceording to this sentiment, retrecU, not victory^ is the 
test of great generalship! But this is fallacious; and 
Washin^on is in every military aspect of his character, too 
great to require a fallacy to sustain him — he was a prudent 
general, perhaps too prudent for his own elory, but not too 
prudent tor the salvation of his country; for wluch we stand 
entirely indebted to that saving quality of his great mind. 
Fw had he indulged in the ambition of victory only, inde- 
pendent of the fatal consequences of the ri&k attendant upon 
an impetuous system of perilous warfare, a doubt cannot 
be entertained, that under the defective organization of the 
continental army which subsisted throughout the whole of 
the war, the result must have proved fatal to the cause of 
liberty and independence. 

It must, however, strike the reader with peculiar force, 
that this prudence and discretion was the characteristic of 
the fnilUary senius of VFaslnn^cn; and that his judgment 
cannot be praised for the exercise of a quality, which being 
purely constitutional, was independent of all volition on 
nis part. It was, perhaps, only after much experience, that 
^V'ashington himself discovered, that he was not fully qua- 
lified for those bold and daring achievements of war, which 
are peculiar to men of other and less tender structure of 
the constitution and sympathies. 

The battle of Brooklyn, no doubt, opened a wide field for 
reflection to the great commander who had lost the battle, 
and who, with the paternal affection of a father, had wept 
over the slaughter of his best troops, the flower of his army, 
and the hope of the nation. It could not have escaped the 
{Penetration and sagacity of the commander in chief, that 
the design of meeting in the open field, and in pitched bat- 
tles, the disciplined and compact army of the British em- 
pire, in the energy of its colossal structure, and the pride 
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of its well paid battalions, would be little short of the chi- 
merical project of Don Quixote; and experiencbe, as well as 
observation and foresight, had now convinced him that the 
only method of carrying on the war which promised ulti- 
mate success, was a defensive policy ^ an attitude of prudent 
reserve, and a position of alternate attack and defence, as 
circumstances might warrant, or opportunity induce; to 
hang on their skirts, pouriilg upon them like a torrent in 
their moments of supineness, when lulled into langour by 
contempt, security and triumph; and at less auspicious 
times, retreating t^fore their greater numbers and superior 
discipline. To have a full perception of the wisdom and 
utility of such a policy, is to rise higher in the scale oi 
greatness than to be a mere consummate general; for it im- 
plies a concentration of great qualities, which no exclusive 
military commander ever united in his own person. 

Marshall extenuates the conduct of Wasnington on that 
occasion, by alle^ng the total destitution of cavalry, to act 
as Videts^ m conveying information of the approach of the 
enemy, apparently not recollecting that the cause of this 
deficiency must have been in the commander in chief; for, 
it can hardly be supposed that Congress were to attend so 
minutely to the details of the army as to provide by a specific 
law for Videts. It was competent to Washington, to mount 
his own Videts; or, not having the means to do so, he would 
naturally avoid such a disposition of his army as required 
their indispensable assistance and co-operation to avoid 
defeat, or to secure a victory. It must be admitted that 
he attempted too much for his limited means to accomplish, 
or his peculiar genius to control and direct. 

The effect upon the army was dismaying: whole regiments 
marched home; and it was a common occurrence for compa- 
nies of militia to take their departure, without shame and 
without leave. The prevailing sentiment was that of de- 
spair. A dark and awful cloud hung over the destiny of 
the country. 

Lord Howe availed himself of the despondency of the 
Americans, produced by this defeat, to proffer terms of 
harmony ana peace; but the negociations wei*e transitory 
and ineffectual, and both parties returned to their bellige- 
rent operations. 

After some inconsiderable skirmishing, in which the 
American troops entirely failed to preserve their character 
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for cool and collected courage, an incident almost unavoid- 
able when raw soldiers are opposed to re^lars, Wnshii^on 
entirely evacuated New York, of which General I^we 
took possession on the 15th September, 1776. 

Washington now moved his troops towards the White 
Plains, and conceived the plan of habituating his men to 
stand fire, by accustoming them to skirmishing. The Bri* 
tish forces Having followed him, occasion soon offered to 
test the value of the experiment; a detachment of three 
hundred Hessians and British were attacked, repulsed and 
beaten I the spirits jof the American soldiers revived; the 
tone of feeling throughout the army rose higher; and Wash- 
ington personally exerted himself to improve the iinpression, 
and deepen the consciousness of their own valour and good 
conduct, so as to convince them that they possessed equal 
coura^ to their enemies, if they were only resolvea to 
•exert it. 

Devoting his days to the discipline and improvement of 
his soldiers, and his nights to the composition of letters to 
Congress, exhorting them to improve tne organisation, and 
add to the efficiency of the army, this good man and virtu- 
ous patriot exhibited a rare example of love of country, 
seldom equalled and never surpassed. 

In one of his letters to Congress at this period, I have 
noted a very extraordinary sentiment^ which Washington 
alleges as one of the causes of the inefficiency of the army. 
He says ^ I see such a distrust and jealousy of military 
POWER,' ^Aa/ the commander in chief has not an opportunity, 
even, by recommendation, to give the least assurances of 
reward for the rtwst essential services, ' In many other of 
his letters, this effect of the principles of liberty upon the 
minds and conduct of the soldiers, as loosening the bands 
of disci])line, and unfitting them for the control of their 
officers, is menHoned with feelings of eloquent lamentation; 
and no doubt the evils he endured from this source were 
gre&t! But it was by contrast only with the slaves of the 
royal army that it appeared an evil; and great as that evil 
no doubt was, still it was to be preferred to that servile 
and mercenary spirit which bound the Hessians in fetters 
of iron to the commands of their masters. Had the Ame- 
ricans been capable of this servile spirit, they never would 
have rallied under the banners of liberty, from the love of 
independence, to defend the country against/omgn tyrants^ 



The battle ^f the White Plains, o» the 26tii <rf October, 
1776, was of inconsiderable moment, bat left rather a fa- 
vourite imwession on Hie American troops, although the 
loss on botn sides was about equal* 

The capture of Fort WasMngttm^ by the Briti^ and 
Hessians, on the 16th Noyember, was a more serious aflbir, 
in which, however, Washington did not personalhr com- 
mand. It was carried by storm, owing to some dencienc j 
of skill and addi^ess in Colonel Cadwalader, who, as he 
retreated towards the fort, suffered his detachment to be 
intercepted and made prisoners. The garrison of two thou- 
sand men w^e made prisoners -of war. This severe loss 
was ascribed to the want of firmness and gallantr j in that 
part of the forces under the command of Cadwalader. 

General Wasliington now commenced his memorable re- 
treat through New Jersey; his army daily melting away, 
from the expiration of their terms of enlistment, as well as 
the despair which began to pervade the minds of all, as to 
the final success of the cause of Independence. Gloom and 
despondency hung over the American army, as well as the 
sacred cause of American Liberty: all. seemed to despair 
but Washington, who, erect and undismayed, slill reposed 
on the goodness of hid cause for final success; and, amidst 
all the difficulties and darkness that environed him, cast 
his hopes hi^h above human agency, still confident that 
heaven would /prosper the just He was not disappointed^ 
that feeling sustained him— *it gave him fortitude under 
adversity— 4t stimulated his energies to fresh exertion— 4t 
infused hope into his bosom, ^ave tone to his mind, vigor 
to his actions, sharpened his. mvention, multiplied his re- 
sources, and added a sublime heroism to the moral and in- 
tellectual power of the man. To this sentiment and this 
trait of his mind, are we indebted for the final triumph of 
the cause of Independence; for the crisis was awful and deci- 
sive. Had Washin^n quailed, or faltered then, universal 
despair and submission to the royal power would have fol- 
lowed: but when the little band of ra^ed and half-starved 
patriots, who still clustered about him, sought in his coun- 
tenance, with an anxious and scrutinising glance, for the 
index of their fate, and beheld him serene, unmoved, and 
undismayed, not only void of fear, and above the weakness 
of complaint, but apt to encourage the drooping, and inspire 
with hope and confidence the detruding hearts of others. 
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their spirits rcTired, as they read in the inspired seroiitj 
of his noble countenance, t£e assurance of future victorj, 
and the presa^ of final glory. 

Upon reaching the Delaware mer, Washington found 
himself at the head of less than three thousand men, desti- 
tute of blankets, tents, clothing, shoes, and utensils for 
cookins, almost naked, some oi them literally barefooted, 
exposed to the piercing blasts of a November and December 
sky: they presented a spectacle well calculated to chill the 
heart of the most sanguine with despair. Such was now 
the army of Washington, in full retreat before the well 
appointed and proud battalions of the kin^, pamgered mer- 
cenaries, overfed Hessians, and luxunous myrmidons^ 
compelled to fly before whom was doubly mortimn^, and 
doubly disastrous, as the whole country was now beginning 
to desert the American cause, and ea^r to propitiate the 
royal favour by prompt submission, msteacl oi avenging 
their wrongs by courageous resistance, or vindicating &eir 
rights in manly combat. 

It was in such a trying crisis, that General and Lord 
Howe plied the people with the promises of royal grace 
and favour, if they would return to their allegiance, uu-ow 
down their arms, and return to their homes. But this crafty 
and insidious proclamation did not produce an impression 
upon the honesty of one true patriot, nowever it might suc- 
ceed with the corrupt, or purchase the affections of traitors. 

Washington removed his baggage and stores to the south 
side of the Delaware, and sent his sick to Philadelphia; 
whilst be remained with the efficient part of his army on 
the Trenton side, in the vicinity of that town. 

The British forces under Comwallis continued at Bruns* 
wickj but the evident design of the enemy was to take pos- 
session of Philadelphia; to prevent which, Washington 
made the best disposition which his scanty means allowed. 

Being reinforced by two thousand troops from Philadel" 
phia, Washin^on advanced towards Princeton, for the pur- 
pose of attacking the English; but Comwallis having also 
been reinforced, made rapid advances from Brunswick, by 
a'different route, in order to get into the rear of the Ame-* 
ricans. Washington again retreated, and found it neces^ 
sary to pass the Delaware on the 8th of December; having 
previously secured the boats, and broken down the bridges. 

As the rear guard of Washingtpp crossed the river, th« 



S4 THE LIFE OF i 

ran of the British ap{>eared in sight, their main body taking 
post at Trenton; whilst detachments were marched above 
and below the town, in order to perplex liie Americans as 
to the point at wluch thej designed to attempt a passage. 

Lines of defence were now drawn by General Putnam 
from the Schuylkill to the Delaware; while General Mifflin 
was despatched to Philadelphia to superintend the safety 
of the numerous stores in that city. 

Washington disjdayed unusual vigilance and skill in the 
means he now adopted to prevent the British from effecting 
a passage of the nver. 

Vigorous efforts were made to rouse the militia of Penn- 
sylvania, Maryland, and Delaware; and General Mifflin 
was deputed to make an excursion through the different 
counties of Pennsylvania, in order to rouse the citizens to 
an immediate, defence of the city and country. General 
Armstrong was also despatched on this important errand. 

General Gates was now ordered to join Washington from 
the northern arjmy, and General Heath was likewise ordered 
from Peckskiii. General Lee was also ordered to con- 
centrate; but he was taken prisoner at a farm house three 
miles distant from his army; but his forces were promptly 
marched to the main amnr, by General Sullivan, on whom 
thor command now devolved: so that, with these and other 
reinforcements, the American army was now increased to 
seven thousand effective men. 

The British now retired into winter quarters. Four 
thousand were cantoned on the Delaware, at Trenton, Bor* 
d^ntown, tiie White Horse, and Mount Holly, to tha Hack- 
ensack; while strong corps were posted at Siizabethtovm, 
Brunswick and Princeton. 

Washington, iiowever, still distrusted their intention of 
remaining inactive, apprehending that the British general 
was only waiting for the freezing of the river to make his 
wity to the city that winter. 

During t^e respite afforded by the inactivity of the Bri- 
tish forces, to Washington, he employed his attention by 
representing fully to Congress the causes of his defeats and 
weakness, and invoking them to place the army on a per- 
manent foundation, more competent to a successful and 
creditable prosecution of the war.* In the course of these 
lettere, his aversion to a dependence on milHia is strongly 
expressed; a&d it will elucidate his great character, as well 
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as explain tbe nftture of Hie material that, in a great mea- 
sure, wrought American Independence, to quote a few pas- 
sages. 

*' Could any thing," he asked, <« be more destmctiTe of 
the recruiting business, than ^vin^ ten dollars bounty for 
six weeks service in the militia, who come in, you cannot 
tell how— go, you cannot tell when-— and act, you cannot 
tell where; who consume your proyisions, exhaust your 
stores, and leave you at last at a criUcal moment" 

'« These, Sir, are the men I am to depend on ten days 
hence. This is the basis upon which your cause will rest, 
and must forever depend, until you get a large ^t4mding 
army^ sufficient of itself to oppose the enemy.*'' 

In order to comjdete his view of what he considered an 
efficient military system, he sug^ted the expediency of 
having his powers enla^d, which would enable him to act 
more freely and decisively, without that tediousness and 
delay which a constfmt application to Congress to sanction 
his measures and enterprises, necessarily caused, and which 
often frustrated the best conceived designs. Aware of the 
delicacy of this su^estion, and of the objections to which 
it would probably give rise, he added, ^^ This misht be 
termed an application for powers too dangerous to be en- 
trusted; but he could only answer, that desper€Ue- diseases 
required desperate remedies. He could with truth declare 
that he felt no lust for power, but wished with as much 
fervency as any man upon this wide extended cpntinent, 
for an opportunity of turning the sword into a ploughshare f 
but his leelings as an officer and as a man had been such as 
to force him to say that no person ever had a greater choice 
of difficulties to contend with than himself." 

Having already adopted measure^ not within the scope 
of the powers conferred on him by Congress, and having 
urged many others, he thus excuses and justifies the in- 
fraction of his authority: — he said, '* It may be thought I 
am going a good deal out of the. line of my duty to adopt 
these measures, or advise thus freely: a character to lose, 
an estate to forfeit, the inestimable blessings of liberty at 
stake, and a life devoted, must be my excuse. '* 

Peirh&pB 1^0 human being ever embraced the cause of his 
country from moUves less sordid, interested, and impure, 
than did George Washington: and whatever may have been 
his ambition to serve his country^ or to acquire military 
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glorj, every thought of his mind was honest, every pulsa^ 
tion of his heart was the pulsation of patriotism. But his 
habits of thinking, his modes of action, and his settled prin- 
ciples, were not of that relaxed character which assimilated 
to the idea of loose government, democratic principles, or 
popular sovereignty. Educated under the royal go-vem- 
ment, accustomed to the aristocratical forms of society, aiid 
prejudiced in favour of i^Q rieid discipline of the standing 
armies of England, he naturally inclined to eive a prefer- 
ence to those modes of action, which combined the gi*eatest 
vigour and decision in their results, without being in the 
sl^test degree less friendly to the cause of liberty and in- 
dependence.* It was the habit of thinking and actinc, pe- 
culiar to a lofty and decisive mind^ a habit which had been 
strengthened by his experience and observation of the fatal 
and pernicious consequences of that loose and relaxed sys- 
tem of action, attendant upon the ideas of equality, gene- 
rated by revolutionary principles, and the unbounded tenets 
of liberty. The time has long since passed, if it ever ex- 
isted, wnen the purity, the patriotism, or the public virtue 
of Washington could be suspected or impeached; but the 
discrepancy of his idea-s and modes of action, from the re- 
laxed character of the democratic principles so prevalent 
among the people in 1776, as well as at the present period, 
have been too frequently observed, and too severely criti- 
cised, to be passea oVer, in exhibiting a trait of his charac- 
ter, which he was himself conscious required explanation, 
if not apology, under the jealous restrictions of republican 
authority, and the sovereign rights of a free and equal peo- 
ple. That this discrepancy was the result, of education, 
habit, and the disastrous military experience of an ineffi- 
cient army, organized on the loose system of a democratic 
militia, is now matter of historical fact; which never can be 
permitted to impugn the purity of his patriotism, or detract 
from the resplendent glory of his public services and stu- 
pendous fame. How far that discrepancy operated at a 
^subsequent period to produce party coUisionR, and lead to 
inauspicious ideas of power, will appear in the course of 
this work. 

As the lapse of every day reduced the strength of the 
American army, it increased the gloomy prospect of the 
capture of Philadelphia by the British forces, should the ice 
of the Delaware become strong enough for the passage of 
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the troopsk To this disastrous event Washington looked 
witb a roreboding oi evil, greater than had jet occurred to 
harass and depress him| for it was justly apprehended^ that 
should the city fall into the hands of the enemy, the im- 
pression of the American cause having become desperate, 
would prevail on the public mind so far as to deter the 
people mm enlisting, or even the militia from taking any 
part in so hopeless a stru^le. 

The impending crisis roused ail the enei^es, and called 
forth all tne resources of the mind of Washington; and he 
resolved to achieve some signal enterprise, that should win 
iMick public opinion in his favour, and wipe off the discredit 
of his past reverses and defeats; and for this purpose, he 
now conceived the bold plan of attacking all the^ British 
posts on Ihe Delaware at the same instant. The result of 
^this enterjjpiise, was the battle and victory of Trenton, on 
the morning of the 26th of December, 1776, achieved by 
Washincton in person, at the head of 2400 continentals; 
•on which occasion 1000 prisoners were taken, six field 
pieces, and a thousand stand of arms. Owing to the ob- 
strUctions caused by the ice in the river, that part of the 
plan intrusted to Generals Irvine and Cadwalader, proved 
abortive; bat the whole plan of attack was admirably con- 
ceived; and nothing but the inclemency of the elements 
9aved ail die British posts from destruction. Washington 
recrossed the Delaware with his prisoner^ and spoils. It 
appeared that the British troops generallv were in a pro- 
fonndsleep, the effect of intoxication and aebauch indued 
in onrthe Christmas feBtivai. 

The British general was struck with astonishment. 
Congress received the intelligence with exultation; and tiie 
spirits of the whigs throughout the country revived. From 
the depth of despair a sun-burst, of liberty and triumj^ 
broke upon their sloom and dee ponden cy; and from being 
plunged in utter despair, the lovers of freedom were sud- 
denly elevated to the summit of hope, victory, enterprise 
and valor. Public opinion, always capricious and seldom 
just, now became as loud in sounding tne jMnises of Wash- 
ington, as it had before been sullen and morose, if not un- 
just, in covering him with censure and rebuke. 

Boeing reinforced by fifteen hundred men from Pennsyl- 
vania, and having concentrated his small armv, Washing- 
ton r^olved to resume actvre operations; for witich purpose 

D 
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he recrossed the Delaware, and again took post at Trenton, 
with the intention of proceeding to Princeton and Brans- 
wick, where the military cliest was deposited belong^ns to 
the enemy I bat Lord Comwallis having advanced aponhim 
from New York, again placed him in one of those critical 
situations to which he was so liable to expose himself, and 
from which he was so celebrated for the power of extrication. 
He now found himself in front of the whole British army, 
hemmed in on all sides^ so that Comwallis calculated, with 
certaintv, on 'making sure work of him in the nuMming.' 
Bu Washington, having held a council, determined to change 
his post, and ^ march silently in the night by a circuitous 
route, along the left flank of iht, British army into their 
rear at Princeton.' This movement was skillfully accom- 
plished. The American army decamped, and when morn- 
ing broke, Comwallis found that his expected prey had 
eluded his grasp. Washington accomplished his object^ 
he surprised and captured a regiment at Princeton^ while 
Comwallis hastened hia march back to Brunswick, to ser- 
cure the stores from the meditated attempt of the American 
general. 

On this occasion, the admiration and applause bestowed 
by the British officers on this masterly movement of Wash- 
ington, was equ^l to their surprise and mortification, at his 
having escaped the toils of the veteran troops of the King: 
so, that if he exhibited any want of skill in falling into the 
predicament, he more than made up for it by the splendid 
display of generalship manifested in his retreat towards 
Princeton; and which the merest accident prevented from 
resulting in a brilliant achievement, which must have co- 
vered the British general forever with irretrievable disgrace. 

It was at this period, that Robert Morris, a talented and 
opulent merchant of Philadelphia, remitted to Washington 
five hundred pounds in specie; which proved of the most 
essential service to the American cause. 

Washington now retired to Morristown, where he placed 
his troops under cover, and gave them that repose of which 
they stood in absolute need^ but his army was enfeebled 
almost to dissolution, by sicluiess, and the expiration of the 
terms for which his men had been enlisted. 

It is evident from these successes, that whatever reason 
Washington might have for his preference of regular troops 
to militia, yet tli^t his most creditable victories were achier- 
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ed b J patriot husbandmen taken from the plough, whose 
courage and love of liberty proved a substitute tor disci- 
pline and experience. 

Still * shadows, clouds and darkness,' rested on the issue 
of the war; and though the spirits of the whigs were revived, 
their confidence of success was not full j restored. 

To meet the ma^itude of the crisis, Coneress, who had 
adjourned to Baltimore, authorised Washmgton to raise 
sixteen additional regiments | and clothed lum with almost 
absolute power for the conduct of the war. 

Towards the close of 1776, Congress began to turn their 
attention towiutis'/Vonce for aid to prosecute the war$ and, 
with a view to enlist foreign powers in the cause of Ameri- 
ca, iidopted and published resolutions of their unalterable 
determination never to accept of any terms of accommoda- 
tion from England, which did not fullj recognise and 
acknowledge their indejpendence. These resolutions fell 
into the hmd» of the English, and were published in the 
liondon papers. 

Perhaps no man ever lived, who had been accustomed 
to the scenes of blood and hardship inseparable from war- 
fiire, more humane and merciful than General Washin^on; 
and it was, therefore, with the utmost reluctance and pain, 
that he at last adopted the policy of retaliation in respect to 
Enriisb prisoners, wiiich Congress nad urged him to adopt j 
and which the conduct of the British officers, prior to the 
arrival of General Howe, had rendered so indispensably 
necessary to check the barbarity, and curb the insolence of 
the royal army. The preposterous idea, that the American 
sdidiers ought to be treated as traitors and rebels to a go- 
vernment which they had solemnly renounced, in a great 
general convention of the people, was, however, too glaring 
to be long persisted in, notwimstandin^ the leaven of tory- 
iam and royaltv, which aided to ffive it the colour of jus- 
tice^ and t^us lessen the tnrjHtude of their own conduct, 
by casting the Uackest stigma of infamy on the friends of 
liberty and independence. Yet the same humanity which 
cammed Washington to be averse to infiict the measure of 
retaliation upon his British prisoners, induced him eventu- 
ally to resort to it, when apprised of the cruel sufferings of 
the Americans on board of the British prison «Atj9«— suffer^ 
ings which will forever tarnish the escutcheon of British 
heroism, with the trait of politic pruelty, and assimilate the 



40 THE LIFE OF 

character of the commanders of the English armies of that 
time, and the English ministry, to the barbarous crueltj of 
the inquisition of Spain, who tortured l^eir victims to bring 
them to the true faith, as the British tortured the American 
prisoners, to compel them to embrace the royal cause, and 
enlist under the banners of the King. 

No sooner, however, had Washington resolved to act on 
the principle of retcditxtion^ and to treat ever^ British pri- 
soner as tne English treated the American prisoners, tnan 
General Howe became sensible of the impolicy of their con- 
duct, and agreed to fix on a cartel for an exchange of pri- 
soners; thus happily terminating an important question not 
less interesting to humanity, than important to the princi- 
ples involved in the law of nature and of nations; and to 
infringe which, under any temptations, on the part of the 
English, will ever continue to excite astonishment and ab- 
horrence, 

Havins experienced the most serious evils and embarrass- 
ments inliis operations, by the dread which his troops en- 
tertained of the small pox, Greneral Washington was in- 
duced to have his whole army inoculated with that disease, 
whilst in winter quarters in 1777. His prejudice against, 
and his distrust of the militia continued to increase, so 
much so, as to induce him to countermand a projected at- 
tack against Rhode Island, when he made this emphatic 
observation: * It is right not to risk a miscarriage: until 
we get our new army properly established, it is our bttsi-» 
ness to play a certain game, and not depend upon mUiHa 
for any thing capital.' 

Washington now confined his operations to small akir'> 
mishing parties, which, while they harassed the enemy, em^ 
boldened the Americans. But his force was constantly 
fluctuating, from the great numbers of militia who almost 
daily left him, and often left him before any others had 
arrived to supply their places; exposing him to the constant 
danger of having his positions forced by the British. It was 
a great source of mortification to Washington, that when 
the militia left his camp, they carried off blankets and anas, 
which ought to have been reserved for the regular troops, 
thus inflicting a real injury, as well as producing a negative 
disadvantage. 

Although unimportant in themselves singly, the losses in 
the aggregate sustained by tiie British army during the 
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winter, were greater than those they had suffered at Tren- 
ton and Princeton, jet far beneath the hopes which had 
been cherished by the American general, wnose energetic 
mind submitted, with great reluctance^ to this necessaiy 
restraint on his movements. 

Having made arrangements that he should be reinforced 
towards the close of the winter of 1777, by fresh troops 
from New Jersey and Pennsylvania, it was resolved by 
Congress, < to be their earnest desire to make the army un- 
der him sufficiently strong, not only to curb and confine 
the enemy within their present quarters, and prevent them 
from drawing support oi any kind from ^e country, but by 
the divine blessing, totally to subdue them before tiiey can 
be reinforced.' 

But this desire was not Ratified* The quotas expected 
from the States did not arrive; and Washington was under 
constant apprehensions that his positions would be attacked 
and carried by the enemy | or, that availing himself of his 
superiority, he would advance to Philadelphia and capture 
the city. 

March arrived, and still found him unprovided with ade- 
quate means to attempt offensive operations against the 
enemy. 

In- answer to the letter of Congress enclosing the resolu- 
tion above alluded to, Washington observed, ^^ Could I ac- 
complish the important objects so eagerly wished by Con- 
gress, confining the enemy witiiin their present quarters, 
preventing their getting supplies from the country, and 
totally subduing them, before they are reinforced, I should 
be happy indeed. But what prospect or hope can there be 
of my affecting so desirable a work at this time? the en- 
closed ,i#urn, to which I solicit the most serious attention 
of Congress, comprehends the whole force I have in Jersey, 
It is but a handful, and bears no proportion on the scale of 
numbers^ to that of the enemy. Added to this, the major 
part is made up of militia. The most sanguine in specula- 
tion cannot deem it more than adequate to the least va- 
luable purposes of war.'^ 

As a precautionary measure, the boats on the Delaware 
were secured, and. the public stores deposited in remote 
places, least exposed to the designs of the enemy. 

All hopes of being able to strengthen the army so as ta 
enable the commander to destroy the British forces during 

D2 
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the winter being now. abandoned, Washington extended his 
views to measures exclusively connected with the prosecu- 
tion of the next campai^. 

One of the most formidable obstacles to the efficient pro- 
secution of hostilities was the depreciation of the continen- 
tal paper money. 

It was at this period that the resort to the States, as 
sovereign and efficient sovemments, for an increase of the 
army, was adopted; and to the States Washington now ap- 
pealed, to increase and hasten their quotas of troops for 
the common defence. These appeals were conceived in 
the spirit of the patriot, and executed with the elo<juence 
of genius, warmed by the love of liberty, imbued with the 
ardour of enthusiasm, and enforced with tiiat zeal which a 
laudable militarv ambition, combined with love of country, 
were so well calculated to inspire. 

At this period, he su^estea to Governor Henry of Vir- 
»nia, that coercive mea8ure$ might be resorted to, to fill 
uie ranks of the army; and emphatically disapproved of the 
volunteer system, who were to serve for six months. The 
coercive system was, of course, never resorted to. 

The States now conceived the plan of retaining continen- 
tal regiments for local defence, on the ground tmit the ene- 
my having complete possession of the sea, might annoy and 
harass each part, while the force raised for its defence 
would be removed to the main army, at a point too remote 
to come to the assistance of the State invaded. To oppose 
and put down so pernicious a scheme, demanded aU the 
power of remonstrance, so peculiar to the genius of Wash- 
ington, who triumphantly exploded the selfish, short-sighted 
and injurious scheme. 

To an analogous project, that each State should or^iise 
a body of re^lar troops, as a substitute for their militia^ 
he was likewise opposed, on the ground that such regular 
troops would come in competition with the army af the 
United States^ weaken its force, retard its completion, and 
eventually diminish, instead of augmenting the common 
strength and general ability to assail the enemy, or to repel 
bis aggressions. But his opposition against this measure 
was not equally successful, although it for a time suspend- 
ed th0 execution of the scheiKie; &r, at a period not long 
after, the States did resolve to raise regular troops for their 
individual def«Biioe. 
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We may here note,'that» even at this early period, arose 
the germ of that cattsBsOf dissention between the States and 
the general govemm<^t, which have produced, at several 
subsequent eras, controversies, questions and parties, that 
have inflamed the minds of the people^ and endangered Ihe 
peace and permanency of the Union. In Washington, his 
advocacy of consolidated power in the union was a preju- 
dice of the purest patriotism, combined with a militaiy love 
of energetic power, which had its origin not less in his de- 
sire to vanquish, by a single blow, the enemies of his coun- 
try, than the thirst of acquiring glory by brilliant feats of 
arms, or decisive victories, or trophies of valour, skill and 
patriotism. Still, however, it had so much influence, as 
indeed all his opinions had, whether founded in reason or 
eiigendered by prejudice and habit, as to prove the founda- 
tion of a party, which embraced nearly ail the wealth, ta^ 
lent and intelligence, arrayed on the side of the whig popu- 
lation: for, sucn was the confidence reposed in him— -such 
the idolatrous affection cherished for his virtues, his talents 
and his patriotism, that reason itself shrunk from the task 
of testing the soundness of his opinions;^ while justice al- 
ways took it for granted, that wnat Washington decreed 
could not be wrong, and that what he uttered was alike 
sanctioned by truth, and confirmed by honesty. With such 
a moral wei^t of popular power attached to his name, it 
was natural that all who partook of the same military ar- 
,dour, the same love of enei^tic authority, and the same 
desire to behold the American army a colossal engine of 
stupendous power, should coincide in views which aimed 
to concentrate all the energies of the States in the srand 
focus of the general government, presenting the magnificent 
spectacle ot a consolidated empire, compensating by its 
viffour and effect for the absence ot that freedom, which, 
wmle it relapses, enfeebles; and while it protects, often 
leads to momentary distraction, or casual licentiousness. 

It was natural, however, that the principal advocates for 
this consolidated power in the union, stiould be found 
among the officers of the army, or those invested with au- 
thority under the confederacy $ for the States, and the peo- 
ple 01 the States generally, do not appear to have implicitly 
adopted the sentiments of Washington upon this question. 
Marshall, who had embraced the views of Washinston in 
their widest extent, has the following passage, which shows 
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that even in that crisis of unexampled danger to the liberty 
and independence of the country, the States were decidedlj 
opposed to the plan of consolidation. He says, < the soli- 
citude of the State eoyemments to retain within their re- 
spective limits, and for partial objects, a part of the force 
raised for the general detence, was not the only interference 
with the plan formed by the commander in chief for the 
conduct 01 the ensuing campaign. ' The other interference 
to which Marshall alludes, was a resolution of Congress of 
the 10th of April, 1777^ * that a camp be immediately 
formed, on the western side of the Delaware, to which the 
continental troops in Philadelphia, and on their march from 
the southward and westward, should be ordered to repair 
with all expedition.' 

The plan of the campaign formed by Washington, was 
to take possession of Middlebrook, on the high grounds to 
the north of Brunswick, as a point from which he might 
with facility move to the hiffhlands on the Hudson; antici- 
pating that the enemy would move in that direction, which 
induced him to request Congress that the camp on the west 
of the Delaware might be composed of militia. 

In May, he broke up his winter camp at Morristown; 
and on the S8th of that month took post on the heights of 
Brunswick, with an army amounting to 8000 men, 2000 of 
whom were on the sick list> and a Targe proportion raw re- 
cruits, foreigners, and servants, in whom the General does 
not seem to have reposed confidence. General Arnold, 
who was at that time in Philadelphia, was invested with 
the command of the camp on the west bank ^f the Dela- 
ware. . 

The object of the campaign, on the part of the British 
commander, was the acquisition of Philadelphia, having 
first subdued New Jersey, then crossing the Delaware on a 
portable bridge, and proceeding on to the city; hoping 
that, by this measure, the American army could be brought 
to a general action on equal ^und, when, by its signal 
defeat, the war would lie brought to a close. 

Washington now occupied his strongly fortified camp at 
Middlebrook, to attack which was full of danger; and 
yet to pass on to the Delaware, and leave the American 
army in his rear, was not in accordance with the prudent 
temper of General Howe; he, therefore, determined to try 
the effect of manoeuvre, in enticing Washington out of his 
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encampment; but Washin^on penetrating the object <tf the 
enemy, remained immovable in his campi and Ho|fe, not 
inclined to give his adversary any advantage, retired sud- 
denly to Amboy; whence, futer several manoeuvres and 
some skirmishing, Howe crossed liis army to Staten Island 
on the dOth of June, preparatory to emhurkine his forces 
for the Delaware, or Chesapeake. UncertainVliowevery ag 
to Ihe final destination of the British army, Washington 
made his ^spositions for any contingency that mi^ occur; 
and advised Congress to make every preparation to ward 
(«flr the expected blow from Philadelphia. 

Whilst Washington moved towards the Delaware to 
meet Howe, who luid embarked his army for that destina- 
tion, he despatched Major Generals Arnold and Lincoln, 
to the east, to hold Burgoyne at bay; for which purpose he 
weakened his own army, in the hope of defeating tiie plans 
of Burgoyne. 

On me dOth of July, the British fieet was discovered off 
the Capes of Delaware; when Washington immediately 
commenced his march in person for the neighbourhood of 
Philadelphia. 

Howe, deterred from entering the Delaware by the sup- 
posed difficulties of its navigation, again put to sea and 
steered for the Chesapeake, which he did not reach till the 
1 6th of August. 

In the mean time, Washington inspected the defensible 
points of Phikdelphu^ and recommended Red Bank and. 
Mud Island, as positions from which to defend the river, 
should the British menace Uuit quarter. In the interval of 
Howe^s passage to the Chesapeake, a variety of rumours 
and conjectures distracted the American army, as to his 
final destination; but Washington, with his usual perspi* 
cacity, remained firm in the conviction^ that the acquisition 
of Philadelphia was the real object of tiie enemy. 

On the 24th of August, Washington marched through 
Philadelphia, on his way to meet the enem^, who the next 
day landed eighteen thousand men at Elk river ferry, con- 
sisting of the flower of the British army, in excellent spirits, 
sound health, and among the best disciplined troops in 
Europe. 

The American army, including the militia, which had 
been carefully summoned, did not exceed eleven thousand 
men, an4 toql^ 8^ pq^ition in the rear of ^d-Clay Creek, 
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havii^ its left at Newport, on the Christiana, and on the 
main road to Philadelphia, from the camp of General Howe. 
At this post, "Washington resolved to oispute the posses- 
sion of Philadelphia with the British General; but, upon a 
closer insight into his plans, he thought it prudent to 
change his position, and take up his post behind the Bran- 
djwine, on the he^t eictending from Chadd's ford. 

On tiie 11th of September, Ilowe^ at the head of the Bri- 
tish, attacked and defeated the f(H*ces under Washington, 
on the Brandjwine, compelling the Americans to retreat 
to Chester, and on the next day to Philadelphia. Many of 
the troops of Washington dispiajed the coolness and cou- 
nlge of yeterans; wlnlst others fled ignominiouslj u^n the 
first approach of the enemj. The Americans suffered a 
loss or three* hundred killed and six hundred wounded; 
whilst that of the British was not more than one-third. 

From Chester he retired to a camp near Germantowii, 
where, haying reposed his troops, he recrossed the Schuyl- 
kill, and advanced on the Lancaster road, in the expecta- 
tion of meeting the enemy, with whom he was desirous of 
trying the fate of another battle. 

On the 15th of S<q»tember, Washimrton reached the War- 
ren tavern, and on the 16th Sir William Howe advanced 
to meet him, when an action commenced; but a heavy rain 
coming on, separated the combatants, and the Americans 
were rorced to retreat, their ammunition having been ren- 
dered totally unfit for use. Washington now retreated to 
Warwick Furnace, on French Creek, there to renew his 
munitions, and replace the arms that had been injured by 
the rains, the severity of which had prevented the enemy 
from making any immediate pursuit; but the weather having 
mended, Howe continued to advance upon the American 
eeneral, who, prudently declining an action, although pub- 
lic opinion would have urged him to the peril, Howe crossed 
the Schuylkill, and advanced towards tne city; but Wash- 
ington, after the most mature deliberation, came to the con- 
clusion not to risk a general enmgement; a decision which, 
no doubt, led to the ultimate salvation and triumph of the 
cause of American Independence. A council of war con- 
firmed him in the wisdom, policy, and patriotism of this 
course; for hi^ troops were badly clothed, worse armed, 
harassed, fatigued, and weakened by absent detachments 
and recent losses. 
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On the 26th of September, Lord Cornwaliis took poeses- 
sion of Philadelphia without opposition. 

Criticism and censure, on the part of British writers, 
have been lavishly heaped upon Washington, and extrava- 
gant praise bestowed upon Ueneral Howe, on the occasion 
of the victorious approaches of the latter to the cajntal of 
the United States. But, on the part of Washington, his 
armj is known to have been so inferior in force, as well as 
equipment, to the English general, as to fdrnish ample 
excuse for his failure to arrest the progress of the enem j 
towards Philadelphia. If he was < out-generalled' at the 
battle of Brandfwine, it was not so much owing to superior 
military eenius m Sir William Howe, as to his naving com- 
mand 01 superior numbers, su^rior facilities, troops who 
were disciplined, and well provided, and officers who were 
experienced, well trained, and exuberantly supplied with 
every appliance and means to secure victory bf force, (»- 
effect it by stratagem. On the part of Washington, the 
patriot drops the tear of mortification over the lamentable 
deficiencies, wants, and inconveniences, that obstructed 
his motions, baffled his manoeuvres, defeated his plans, and 
circumvented his genius $ but there was one thing which all 
hiSf'wants and disadvantages could not . subtract, from, or 
in]^>air^-^ mind endowed with invincible courage, sublime 
fortitude, exhaustless resources, and indomitable patriotism. 

The next event of importance whick marked the life of 
this illustrious man, was the Battle of Germamtown, in the 
arran^ment of which that consummate skill of generalship 
was displayed, of which his English detractors haa attempted 
to strip him at the battle of Brandywine, and which will 
ever remain as a memorable instance of that happy faculty 
of surprising an enemy, which formed in Washington so 
prominent a featore of his military character. That it mis- 
carried, as it respected the splendid results anticipated, is 
solely to be ascrioed to that want of experience, discipline, 
and training, that constituted so vital a defect of the 
continental army, assisted by those natural disadvantages 
which arose from the heavy fog of the atmosphere, and 
the difficulties of the sround, upon which the troops were 
destined to operate. Yet the 4th October will ever remain 
a memorable day in the life of the father of his country. 

In this battle, the British lost five hundred in killed and 
wounded; the Americans sustained a loss of two hundred 
killed, and six hundred wounded. 
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Congress voted their approbation to the General, com- 
mending the plan of attack^ and extolling the courage dis- 
played in its execution, for which their thanks were awarded 
to Washington, and the continental army. 

In its moral consequences, however, the battle of Ger- 
mantown was of essential service to the American cause. 
It checked the growing defection of the people, arrested the 
despondency of the puolic mind, and cheered the drooping 
spirits of the friends of freedom. 

No reverse could depress the indormitable energy of 
Washington, or tiirow the chill of torpor on his enterprising 
and active genius. He still continued to harass the Brilish 
from his camp at Skippack creek, and to devise and execute 
means to cut oiT their supplies; at the same time that he 
meditated an attack upon their forces stationed at Wilming- 
ton. Congress co-operated with Washington in cutting m 
the supplies from the enemy, by passing a resolution whieh 
subjected to the punishment of death, by martial law, all 
who should fiimish them with provisions. 

He now directed his attention to the defence of the forts 
on the Delaware, and the fortifications of Red Bank; the 
latter of which was so gallantly defended by Colonel Greene, 
against an attack made by the Hessians, under Colonel 
Donop, who suffered a signal repulse with the loss of 400 
men. This affair, though comparatively small, had a benign 
effect upon the American cause, and extorted the approMi- 
tion of Congress. 

The British army havinc evacuated Germantown, and 
retired to Philadelphia, Washington advanced to White 
Marsh, where he pitched his camp, intent upon a system of 
harassment, skirmishine, and surfuises, waiting for favour- 
able occasions to attacK, cut off, and distress the enemy, 
(NT, if practicable, bring them to a general action. For this 
purpose, he despatched Colonel Hamilton, his aid, to General 
Gates, to hasten his reinforcements from the north. 

Fort Mifflin, in the command of Colonel Samuel Smith, 
was now besieged and assaulted by General Howe, whose 
eannonade was irresistible: the works were beaten down. 
Colonel Smith was wounded, and, after being defended to 
the last extremibr, it was evacuated by the American troopa 
on the 16 th of November, at eleven at night. 

General Howe, bavins completed a line of defence from 
the Delaware and the Schuylkill, and received a reinforce* 
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ment from New York, was emboldened to plan an attack 
Upon Fort Mercer^ under Cornwallis, at the. head of two 
thousand men. 

Washington made exertions to preserve this post, but 
they proved unavailing, and the fort was accordinglv eva- 
cuated. Thus the British army at length succeeded in 
opening a free communication with their fleet, by the De- 
laware. 

As the limits assigned to tliis work do not admit of a 
detail of the events of the revolution in which General 
Washington was not personally concerned, we can only 
observe, thai, as far as liis agency extended as commander 
in chief. In planning the northern campaign of this memo- 
rable year, ne evinced the most consummate' skill, com- 
bined with a comprehensiveness of conception, and a sound- 
ness of judgment, which won general admiration, and ex- 
torted the applause of his enemies^ notwithstanding the 
disastrous issue of it, by the evacuation of Ticonderoga 
and Fort Independence, which, however, were richly com- 
pensated by the victory of Bennington, by the gallant action 
, of Stillwater, and finally, after repeated defeats, by the 
total surrender of the army pf Burgoyne to the American 
forces under General Gates — events which, owing much 
of their success to the genius and foresight of Washington, 
did not fail to reflect on his character a lustre which, added 
to his other merits, kindled a biaze of glory round his 
brpv/. 

The effect of the surrender of Burgovne, both in the 
United States and Europe, was highly mvourable to the 
American cause. Earl Chatham, in the House of Lords, 
moved to amend the Address to the King, by introducing a 
recommendation to his majesty to * procure an' immediate 
cessation of hostilities with America, and commence a treaty 
of conciliation, to restore peace and libei*ty to America, 
strength and happiness to England, security and permanent 
prosperity to both countries.' In support of this motion, 
he said, '* But, my Lords^ who is the man that, in addition 
to the disgraces and mischiefs of war, has dared to authorise 
and associate to our arms the tomahawk and scalping knife 
of the savage? — to call into civilised alliance the wild and 
inhuman inhabitants of the woods? — ^to delegate to the mer- 
ciless Indian the defence of disputed rights, and to wage 
the horrors of his barbarous war against pur brethren? My 

E 
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Lords, these enormities crj aloud for redress and punish- 
tnent. Unless thoroughly done away, it will be a stain on 
the national character. It is not the least of our national 
misfortunes that the strength and character of our army are 
thus impaired. Familiarised to the horrid scenes of savage 
cruelty, it can no longer boast of the noble and generous 
principles which dignity a soldier. No longer you sympa- 
thise with the dignity of the royal banner, nor feel the pride, 
pomp, and circumstance of glorious war, which makes am- 
bition virtue. What makes ambition virtue?— the sense of 
honor. But is this sense of honor consistent with the spirit 
of plunder, or the practice of murder?— can it flow from 
mercenary motives, or can it prompt to cruel deeds?'' 

Chatham had struck the true cnords of the motives of 
those who warred upon this country^ and the whole British 
empire vibrated witn one intense sensation of horror. The 
contest on the part of England was mercenary and cruel 
On the part of tne Americans, love of liberty and love of 
country led to deeds of heroism that astonished mankind, 
and to sacrifices, suiferinss, and losses, which could alone 
flow from the purest devotion to freedom and independence. 

Washington was now pressed by all sides to make an 
attack upon Howe's army in' Philadelphia, as well by his 
own officers as by the strong current of public opinion; and 
the plan was drawn, canvassed, and demonstrated by a few 
ardent spirits to be infallible. But the prudence, sagacity, 
firmness and patriotism of Washington resisted the public 
clamour, aiid detected flaws and dangers in the scneme, 
which his own friends, who were importunate for the mea- 
sure, wholly overlooked. Despising the appeals made to 
his own glory, he preferred the safety of his country to the 
brilliancy of his own fame; for though he might succeed in 
adding lustre to the one, he Aight, at the same time, fail 
in securing the independence and safety of the other. He 
therefore declined the perilous attempt, and thus exhibited 
one of the most sublime spectacles oi moral graiideur to be 
found in the history of military chiefe. That he now panted 
with uncommon ardour to signalise himself in a decisive 
action, was proved by the uncea^ng eflbrts he made, after 
the defeat of Burgovne, to procure a reinforcement from the 
northern army, under Gates, to whom he had despatched a 
large portion of his best troops; but he was too mucn devoted 
to his country. to gratify it at the possible expense of its 
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final subjugation by a cruel and oppressive enemy.. The 
wisdom of nig determination was soon demonstrated by the 
preparations of Lord Howe to attack the American army. 

On the 4th of December, at ni^t, Howe marched out 
of Philadelphia at the head of his entire force, and the next 
day encamped on Chesnut Hill, in front of Washin^n's 
right winz. But nothing beyond an inconsiderable skirmish 
resulted from the complicated demonstrations of the English 
general, who was deterred from the attack by the admirable 
position of the American commander; and, on the 8th De- 
cember, Howe retreated to Philadelphia. The two armies 
were nearly equal in numbers, of 12,000 men each: and the 
circumstance of Howe declining an action with raw troops, 
after marching out for that purpose, evinced a respect for 
the talents of Washington and theiiravery of his troops, 
which did not fail to produce an impression favourable to 
the American cause, and still more honourable to the com- 
mander of the American grand army. 

Washington now went into winter quarters, at Valley 
Forge; the weather havii^ set in with a severity of cold 
which caused great suSennss to his exposed troops, who 
were destitute of tents, blankets, and comfortable clothing; 
and, to add to these privations, the danger of famine now 
stared them in the face» in a luid abounding with plenty. 
This was caused by the great depreciation of tne contmental 
money, now so sunk in value as to be almost utterly worth- 
less. This want of provisions, and the radical defects in 
the commissary department, now pressed with great force 
upon tiie army, andoften destroyed its faculty for action. 
This subject now brought into Ught a trait of greatness, 
justice and benevolence in the character of Washin^n, 
which, in my opinion, has never been enough extiuled. 
Congress had empowered him to adze all provisions he 
might want within seventy miles of head quarters, giving , 
a certificate for the value of the same. Necessity forced 
him, in some measure, to exert this authority, or behold his 
troops famish around him. But he failed to exert it to the 
extent irflended by Congress; his feelings revolting from a 
measure which miglit produce distress to families, and was 
on its very face oppressive to the people. * For this humanity 
he incurred the aisapprobation of Congress, who renewed 
their orders to him to enforce the seizurei but such was his 
inai^te seose of justice and humanity, as well as Ins percep* 
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tion of sound policy, that he never would fully comply with 
the resolutions of Confess. 

The Legislature of Pennsylvania had remonstrated to 
Congress against Washington's moving into winter quar- 
ters, and expressed great dissatisfaction with his measures; 
although they had been criminally negligent in furnishing 
him with means to keep the field, or to prosecute active 
hostilities: so prone are men to complain of others, when 
they even fail to discharge their own duties. 

Envy, faction and ambition, panting to rise upon his ruin, 
took advantage of these partial and unjust discontents, to 
impeach his character and assail his capacity. The splendid 
achievement of General Gates at Saratoga^ had awakened 
the ambition of that officer, and stimulated his friends to 
attempt that he might supplant Washington in the chief 
command of the American forces; and these feelings ope- 
rating upon one j>ortion of Congress and the public, who 
are always impatient under inaction, and whose feelings 
hurry them to an excessive admiration of whatever is bold, 
brilliant and daring, produced a considerable array of 
opposition to Washington; at the head of wliich stood Ge- 
neral Conway, a friend of Gates, for the avowed purpose of 
investing the latter with tlie command in chief. 

This powerful intrigue was so extensively diffused, that 
attempts had been made to alienate the confidence of the 
States from Washington; and an anonymous letter ad- 
dressed to Patrick Henry, of Vii-ginia, then governor of 
that State, was transmitted by him to Washington. The 
immediate intrigue that developed the plot, was a passage in 
<i letter written by Colonel Conway to General Gates, 
which ran thus: * heaven has been determined to save your 
country, or a weak general md bad counsellors would have 
ruined it.' This passage of the letter was communicated 
by a member of Congress to Washington. 

Strong in the affections of the people, and almost idol- 
ized by the great majority of the army, it was only neces- 
sary to expose a combination and intrigue so unnnncipled 
and selfish, in order to cover its authors with mented 
ignominy, and e^^alt still higher in public esteem, the in- 
tended victim of its malignancy. Looked upon by all as 
the saviour of his country, it was not difficult to withstand 
and triumph over an intrigue, which the moment it was 
tpuched by the spear of truth, for such in feet was the ch^** 



racier of Washin^ii, melted into the hideoug features of 
unhallowed ambition, private envj, and grovelling selfish^ 
ness. 

How he felt and acted under the CHoeration of these dero- 
gatory machinations, we feel natttraUy curious to enquire; 
and, indeed, his conduct and tenq^er on this occasion must 
go far in deciding our estimate o( his extraordinarj cha^ 
ratter. Endowed with a mind not only of colossal magni'- 
tnde, but of singular firmness, these aspersions caused 
neither agitaticm nor excitement; tiiongh not to feel in some 
degree indignant, would have been to possess attributes 
superior to those of humanitj. In bis answer to General 
Gates, calling for the name <^ the informer, thare is but one 
expresmon which imfrfied anj degree of undue excitement, 
where he sajs: ** Pardon me then, for adding, that, so far 
frwn conceiving the safety of the States can ^ affected, or 
in the smallest degree injured, by a discovery of this kind, 
or that I riiould be called upon in such solemn t^rms to point 
out the author, that I considered the information as coming 
from yourself, and given with a friendly view to forewarn, 
and consequently forearm me against a secret enemy, or in 
otiter words, a aangerous incmdiary, in which character, 
sooner or later, this country will know G^iend Conway. " 

At lids time his army was barefooted, naked, and with- 
out provisions, the £eiult of wluch was exclusively in Con- 
^rs«s and the depreciated currency of the country: but 
imagination, in its wildest creations, cannot conceive suf- 
ferings more intense than w^ise this winter endured by the 
American aitny. 

How acutely Washington felt, and sympathised for 
these sufferings, might be shown by multij^lied evidences 
of his humane heart; but I shall confine myself to part of 
one letter of his to Governor Livingston: «* I sincerely feel 
for the unhappy condition of our poor fellows in the hospi- 
tals, and %vish my powers to relieve them were equal to my 
inclination. It is out too melancholy a truth, that our hos- 
]ntal stores of every kind, are lamentabl;^ scanty and defi- 
cient rfear there is no m-ospect of their being soon in a 
better condition. Our dimcultief uid distresses are cer* 
tainly great, and such as wound the feelings of humanity: 
—our sick, naked!— our well, nakedI—-our unfortunate 
men in captivity, naked!" 

The army was now melting away, owing to the d^pre* 
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elation of continental money, which reduced the officers to 
beggary, and the soldiers to nakedness. Washington re- 
commended increased pay, half pay, and a pension system, 
and submitted to Congress an elaborate, able, and compre- 
hensive system for the organisation of the army, as well as 
for the commissary dejmrtmentin particular $ to which Con- 
gress conformed in their new regulations. 

Still the famine of man and horse in the army prevailed, 
and every hour threatened to dissolve it, notwimstanding 
the Herculean labours of Washington, to exhort the States 
to action, and stimulate the Congress to enei^. Mutiny 
was often manifested by the starving ti*o(^s, and as often 
suppressed; but nothing could have suppressed it, but tiie 
deep affection which most of the men cherished for their 
great commander, who possessed that indescribable some- 
thing, which attaches both officers and soldiers to his per- 
son, and inspires all with veneration and respect. To this 
quality alone in the General, is to be ascribed the preser- 
vation of the army at this crisis. 

Perhaps no man ever received so signal and complete 
atonement from the party guilty of &e wxong, as did 
General Washington, when 3ie following letter from Ge- 
neral Conway, who had been seriously wounded in a duel, 
met his eye. 

« Philaddphia, July «3, 1778. 

" Sir,— I find myself just able to hold the pen during a 
few minutes, and take this opportunity of expressing my 
sincere grief for having done, writl^n, or said any thing 
disagreeable to your excellency. My career will soon be 
over 5 therefore, justice and truth prompt me to declare my 
last sentiments. You are, in my eyes, the great and good 
man. May you long «njoy the love, vetieration and esteem 
of these States, whose liberties you have asserted by your 
virtues. 

*• I am, with the greatest respect, Sir, i&c. 

'*PH. CONWAY." 

In February, 1778, Lord North agreed to submit to Par- 
liament a plan of conciliatioii with America. About the 
same time, a treaty of commerce and alliance was con- 
cluded with France, by Mr. Deane, the minister of the 
United States at that court. These bills of pacification 
were first transmitted to General Washington, and hy him 
submitted to Congress, accompanied 'by his views of*^ their 
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etter to Congress was accompanied by a certificate of the 
very singular manner in which the bills came to his hands; 
with the * extraordinary and impertinent request, that the 
contents should be, through him, communicated to the 
army.' These propositions of peace were instantly and 
indignantly rejectea, as insulting, unjust, and dwogatory; 
inasmuch as they did not acknowledge the Independence of 
the United States. 

An event now occurt^ed, in May, ITTS, which it is mat- 
ter of surprise the British ministry had not anticipated—* 
the recognition of the independence of the Unitea States 
by France; a consequent war between that country and 
England; and an efficient coH>perati<m by France, to 
achieye and consummate our liberties. 

Washm^on now engaged in an arduous negociation with 
the English General, to obtain a mitigation of the sufferings 
of the American prisoners, who had been captured by the 
enemy; and to arrange some permanent system for their 
speedy exchange and comfortable subsistence. In this 
humane and laudable effort, he at length succeeded. 

The conduct of the reyolutionary war, could certainly 
have devolyed on no one who combined in so great a degree 
the qualities of a humane heart, a firm purpose, a yigiiant 
e^e, and a comprehensiye scope of intellectual vi^on, and 
militanr foresignt. 

Sir William Howe haying resigned his command of the 
English army, was succeeded by Sir Henry Clinton, who 
evacuated Philadelphia on the 18th of June, 177^8, direct* 
ins his march through the Jerseys. On the same day 
Washington moved nis army from Valley Forge, and 
crossed the Delaware at Corryell's ferry, keeping posses- 
sion of the high grounds, and being careful to avoid a gene- 
ral engagement with the enemy, yet strongly inclined to 
hazard an attack. In this uncertainty, caused by conflict- 
ing enterprise and prudence, he called a council of war, 
wmch decided against risking an engagement* Still, his 
desire to achieve something against a retreating foe, over- 
came the advice of his council, and he resolved to attack 
the rear of the British on his own responsibility; and on the 
28th of June, he advfeced upon the retiring columns of the 
enemy in the vicinity of Monmouth Court Ihuae, until the 
battle becoming generali a sharp conflict ensued, when the 
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approach of night caused a cessatioii of hostiitties; both 
parties keeping th^ poutions. and laying on thdir arms. 
Washington, whohad neen reij active throughout the day » 
exposed nis person at ey^ point, regardless <tf all danger, 
and passed tiie ni^ in tne midst of his soldiers in his 
miUtarj cloak. 

During the night, the British silently retreated, wholly 
unperc^yed by the Americans. In this sharp conflict, the 
British suffered the greatest loss; and the result was a vic- 
tory confessed to the American arms» by the retreat of the 
beaten foe. 

On this occasion. General Lee was suspended frqm com- 
mand for one year by acourt martial$ among other charges* 
for disobedi^u^e of orders, and disrespect to Washington, 
which the whole army strongly resented. 

Congress voted their thaiuu for his conduct on this occa- 
sion, as well as to his ofi&cers and men. 

Washington now moved his army towards the North 
River, and Sir Henry Clinton effected his retreat to New 
York. 

In July, the arrival of the Ercnch fleet und^ Count 
D'Estaing, having on board a French armr, to co-operate 
with the Americans against the E^ish, threw a different 
complexion over the whole contesti and inspired a reason- 
able hqpe of a speedy termination of the struggle of the 
States against the absurd pretensions of the crown of Eng- 
land. 

The fleet of Howe had left the Delaware, at the same time 
that ^e British army had evacuated Philadelphia. 

Without tollowing the operations of the Frendi and Eng- 
lish forces, which would be foreign to the o^ect of this 
work, I ritall merely remark, that as far as Washington 
participated in deciding their movements, he displayed all 
nis wonted vdsdom, sagacity, prudence, magnanimity, va- 
lour and patriotism. His address and influence were suc- 
cessfully interposed to heal a dissention which had arisen 
on points of co-operation and etiquette, between the eom- 
mander of the French fleet and General Sullivan. 

Nothing important, in which Washington was immedi- 
ately concerned^ occurred afterwards, during the campmgn 
of 1778$ and in December the AmAican army went into 
winter quarters in the nei^bourhood ^f West Point and 
Middlebrook; the troops being shattered in huts, and well 
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provided with clothing, from the snppliies furtnshed by 
France. 

Let UB here pause for a moment, to contemplate the ex- 
panding genius, and towering character of this wonderful 
man, as he rose under the pressure of new exigencies, and 
improved in wisdom by the admonitions of adversity, and 
the lessons of experience. 

It is a singular fact, that in the writings of Washington, 
we discover no historical allusions, or traces of having 
studied the laws of nations, or the science of jurisprudence; 
and yet no deficiency of sound principles, or useful know- 
ledge, is ever to be detected in him; so much did the nch- 
ness ol his genius supply him with stores of wisdom. And 
though it is apparent, that he had never made the science 
of government a peculiar object of study, yet experience, as 
he advanced through the difficulties of mt war, had sug- 
gested to him much useful knowledge on important points 
of civil government. Yet, on this latter subject, his ideas 
evidently received a tinge of prejudice, from his military 
education; and that when he thought of government, he con- 
ceived of a power too energetic to be perfectly compatible 
with the broad doctrines of liberty, however it might secure 
the efficiency of prompt and energetic authority. Accustomed 
as he was to the rapid movements and absolute commands of 
an army, this habit would naturally generate in his mind a 
desire to introduce the same prompt principle of action into 
government, and to view the deliberate motions, and tedious 
debates of free assemblies with a feeling of dislike propor- 
tioned to their laxity of movement, and tardiness of con- 
clusion. Having insensibly acquired this mode of think- 
ing, he would unconsciously espouse the concentration of 
power, without feeling any hostility to the principles, or 
repugnance to the spirit of liberty; and thus gradually en- 
graft upon his principles of military government civil doc- 
trines of congenial and analogous energy. 

The dependence of his ai*my upon the movements and 
proceedings of government, obviously first - attracted his 
attention to the study of our political fabric, at the same 
time that it caused him to scrutinise it, more in reference to 
the army, than to the people; and this without making him 
less a lover of liberty, or less a friend to the rights and hap- 
piness of the human race; for his heart was always too 
benevolent to permit him to embrjice the cause of despotism; 



56 Tltfi LIFE OF 

and luft genius, was too luminous ever to allow him to har- 
bour the delusion, that, freedom once enjoyed could ever 
be extinguished, or equality once proclaimed could ever 
ber«caUed» 

It is, perhajDSy peculiar to Washington alonet that every 
step of his military care^ inducted him into a knowledge 
of political principlesi and that the character of the states* 
man gradually surmounted that of the general; at the same 
time that the ideas of the general became the basis of the 
principles of the politician. 

Punty of purpose, strict honesty of character, exalted 
patriotism and elevated intellect, would naturally infer that 
energy of ^vemment to be most conducive to human hap- 
pinessy which, embracine in its pinciples the prtference of 
taUnii a$id vtriiie» could discern no evil but in crime, and 
detect no blemish but in weakness; not considering that the 
weakness was neceMarily incidental to the exercise of 
fighii and that the evil was a component part of the human 
s^tem as inseparaUe from government, as it was unavoid- 
able to man. 

When Washiagton, therefore, unwarily became the adr 
vocate of power in the hands of a few, he did not necessa- 
rily desire, or intend to crush the rights of the many, so 
much as to euri> their vices, remedy their weakness, and 
add to thdir ha^iiiness. If he miscalculated the means as a 
statesman, he was oorFect in thdur i^preciation as a general: 
and the moral sublimity of his virtues rescued him from all 
Sttspcion of any attemi^ to subjugate thdir rights, or shackle 
their freedom. 

Commisaioiiers from Great Britain, to nesoeiate a plan 
of conciliation with the States, again arrived at Philadel- 
phia» and were announoed to Washington by the English 

Kieral, Sir Hauy Clinton, who, being joined in the em- 
sy, undertook to open the negociation. Washington 
havine referred the proposition to Congress, that body re- 
jected the terms otered, on the ground of the mm-recogni- 
tion of the Independence of the States, and her omission to 
withdraw her fleets and armies from our limits. 

Apprehensions being justly entertained, that these offers 
of {>eace and re-union with tne mother countrjr, mi^t have 
an injurious effect on Hie public milul, their insumciency 
was ably combated by the popular writers of the day, who, 
to the asperity of sarca»n, added the keenness of wit, and 
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the force of reasoning. But their tendency to mislead the 
people, was arrested by the audacious attempts of OoTemor 
Johnson,^ one of the Commissioners, to bribe tiie most influ- 
ential members of Confess; and the still more reprehensi- 
ble attempt upon Mr. Read, with the offer of ten 'thousand 
pounds sterling, and the best office in the gift of the crown. 
The Commissioners being repulsed by Congress, addressed 
their seditious appeals to the people. The ereat influence 
of Washington was successfully used, to induce the rejec- 
tion of terms based on the reannexation of the States to 
Great Britain, as well as to prevent the influence of such 
appeals on the people and the army. 

The horrid atrocities of the Indian wars of 1778, the 
massacre of Wyoming, and other terrible devastations of 
savage vengeance, having attracted the attention of Con- 
cress, Washington was (urected to adopt measures to repel 
these invasions of the savages on the frontiers of New York, 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania $ but having consulted a 
council of war, all operations during that season were de- 
clared to be impracticable. 

At the commencement of the year 1779, the conquest of 
Canada again became a favorite project with* Congress 5 
and a' plan of co-operation with the French forces, to ac- 
complish that object, was drawn up by cabinet ministers, 
and submitted to Washington, with a request that he would 
make his observations on it, and then enclose it to Dr. 
Franklin, at Paris, by him to be laid before the French 
court, for its approval. 

To military sagacity of the highest order, Washington 
united views so profound and comprehensive, as could not 
fail, when combined with his great experience, to qualify 
him, in an eminent manner, to judge of the feasibility or 
unsoundness of this extensive plan of operations; and pene- 
trating at once to the serious evils involved in its execution, 
he remonstrated to Congress against its adoption; at the 
same time that he fully investigated its merits, and proved 
the mischiefs, difficulties and perils, with which it was 
fraught. 

Congress, on their part, while they confessed the great 
ability of his expsition, yet still persevered in the plan 
which he had exploded in so masterly a manner, and again 
pressed it, with some modifications, on his attention; but 
not convinced of the error of his opinions, nor satisfied with 
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the military talent of Congress, he requested a personal 
eonference witli that bod^i to which Congress having ac- 
ceded, he proceeded to Philadelphia, and met a committee 
of that body, to consult upon the general state of the army, 
and the condition and welfare of the country. 

The power of genius in its particular and darling profes- 
sion IS irresistible: Congress yielded to the powerful argu- 
ments of Waaliington against the proposed expedition: thus, 
by their very reluctance, and slowly extorted conviction 
of their errors, giving the sanction of their entire approba- 
tion to liis views, and confirming the force of his judgment, 
the fulness of his knowledge, and the weight of his expe- 
rience. 

How far he preserved his country, by thus interposing 
his veto against so comprehensive and perilous a project, 
can only be conjectured: but it is highly probable, that had 
be not opposed it, reckless of all consequences to himself, 
the effects would have been disastrous to the army, and 
perhaps fatal to its liberties and independence; but disre- 

farding all consequences to his own fame, he nobly threw 
imself in the gap, to bear the brunt of opposition, to a 
measure of government, originated with much partiality, 
and cherished with peculiar fondness. 

Washington soon experienced the disadvantage of the 
alliance with France, in the impression of apathy produced 
by the belief that it was the infallible precursor of peace 
and independence, which must now necessarily take place 
without striking another blow, or putting to risk the chances 
of another battle. The people, on this account, became 
averse to active operations 5 enthusiasm for liberty sunk into 
the conviction that it was achieved; enlistments were al- 
most suspended, or proceeded with too tardy a pace to be 
efficient, while, from the same cause, it became manifestly 
inexpedient to proceed to coercion to fill the vacant ranks 
of the army. Yet, the happy delusion, that the, war had 
found a period with the date of the French alliance^ made 
no impression on the sagacious mind of Washington; and 
while lie lamented the delay which took place in Congress 
on the subject of providing for the camp^dgn of 1779, he 
omitted nothing on his part to stimulate the Union and the 
States to renewed exertion to prosecute it to a decided issue. 
The dissentions that now arose in Congress, generated 
by the quarrels and jealousies of our ministers at foreign 
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courts, added to this fatal torpor, and produced no little 
elfttion in tlie minds of our enemies. The real character 
of the state of the country, at this period, will be best de- 
lineated by a letter, written by Washington himself, to one 
of his talented political friends, in which he says, •* I am 
particularly, desirous of a free communication of sentiments 
with you at tiiis time, because I view things very differently, 
1 fear, from what people in general do, who seem to think 
the contest at an end, and that to make money, and get 
places, are the only things now remaining to be done. I 
nave seen, without despondency, even wr a moment, the 
hours which America has styled her gloomy onesj but I 
have beheld no day since the commencement of hostilities, 
when I have thought her liberties in such imminent danger 
as at present. Friends and foes seem now to combine to- 
poll down the goodly fabric we have hitherto been raising, 
at the expense of so much time, blood, and treasure; and un- 
less the bodies politic will exert themselves to bring things 
back to first principles, correct abuses, and punish our in- 
ternal foes, inevitable ruin must follow. Indeed, we seem 
to be verging so fast to destruction, that I am filled with 
sensations to which I have been a stranger until within 
these three months. Our enemy behold with exultation 
and joy how effectually we labour for their benefit— and 
from being in ia, state of absolute despair, and on the point 
of evacuating America, are now on tiptoe. NothiDg, tnere- 
fore, in my judgment,. Can save us but a total reformation 
in our own conduct, or some decisive turn of affairs in 
Europe. The former, alas! (to our shame be it spoken,) is 
less likely to happen than the latter, as it is now consistent 
with the views of the speculators, various tribes of money 
makers, and stock-jobbers of all denominations, to continue 
the war for their own private emolument, without consider- 
ing tliat this avarice and thirst for gain must plunge every 
tlitng, including themselves, in one common ruin." 

** It is a fact too notorious to be concealed, that Congress 
ia rent by party — ^that much business of a trifling nature^ 
and personal concernment, withdraws their attention from 
matters of great national moment at this critical period: 
when it is also known tiiat idleness and dissipation take 
place of close attention and application, nomanwho^wishes 
wett to the liberties of this country, and desires to see its 
Ttghts established^ can avoid crying out, ^ where are our 

F 
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men of alnlitiesP—- why do they not come forth to save Hiair 
country?' Let this roice, my dear Sir, call upon you, Jbf- 
FSRSON, and others. Do not, from a mistaken opmion that 
we are to sit down under our vine and our fig tree, let our 
hitherto noble stru^le end in ignominy. Believe me when 
I tell^ou there is danger of it. I have pretty good reasons 
for thinking that administralion, a little while ago, had re- 
solved to give the matter up, and negociate a peace with us 
upon almost any terms | but I shall be much mistaken if 
they do not now, from tiie present state of our currency, 
dissentions, and other circumstances, push matters to the 
utmost extremity. Nothing,. I am sure, will prevent it but 
the interruption of Spain, and their disappointed hope from 
Russia." 

Thus, with a comprehensive eye and an ever wakefiil 
patriotism, did Washington peneti^te to the causes of our 
weakness, lament the obstacles of our independence, and 
labour to soothe irritation, remove difficulties, and promote 
union, harmony and success. But whatever hopes the 
English mi^ht cherish from our dissentions were speedily 
dissipated by that recuperative energy and common a^ise 
of danger which recalled the minds of men from the spoils 
of victory to the acquisition of Independence. 

Active hostilities were now transferred from the northern 
and middle States to South Carolina and Georgia, where 
a large body of tories, disaffected to the cause of liberty, 
inspired the enemy with sanguine hopes of making an easy 
victory of those States; in wnich attempt, they at first Irat 
too well succeeded. 

Serious discontents, of a seditious character, having f^- 
peared in the Jersey brigade, Washington, with his usual 
address and patriotism, laboured to arresi it by the persua- 
sion of his eloquence. The want of pay, and other evils 
incident to a deranged and rotten currency, were of too 
deep a nature to be very patiently borne, or easily healed. 

Washington now directed his attention to the Indian set- 
tlements; and having despatched Colonel Van Schaick and 
General Sullivan against some of the towns of the Onanda- 
goes, a complete devastation of their country and farms 
was effected. 

The British army, composed of 9000 men, was stationed 
at New York, while a detachment of SOOO^ under General 
Matthews, was engaged in harassing the lower counties 



OSOKOE WASBIirOTOV. 6S 

In Rhode Island, their force anw mn ted to 6000 
men, making a total of 17,000 men, under the command 
of Sir Henry Clinton^ to co-operate with whom a powerful 
fleet rode at anchor, ready, at an j moment, to vansport 
his forces to any point which promised a successful attack. 
On the part oi the Americans, the grand total of their 
armies did not exceed 16,000-^,000 under the command 
of Gates, in New England, and 13,000 on the banks of the 
North River, where they had been encamped durins the 
winter; 6,000 fit for active service, were posted at Middle- 
brook, under the command of Washington. 

Under this disparity of force, comlnned with the strong 
posts occupied by the enemy, Washinrton determined on a 
defensive campaign, contenting himsdf with securing the 
important passes on the NorSi River, and protecting the 
adjacent country from the cruel ravages of an unsparing foe: 
even this defensive' system was not unattended witti its 
perils and difficulties. 

West Point, beine by nature a strong position, had, 
ance the year 177T, been a particular object of attention 
to the Americans, who had constructed formidable works 
for its defence, with the intention of rendmng it impregna- 
ble to the assaults of an enemy. 

Ring's Ferry, a few miles below West Point, near the 
termination of tiie Highlands, was the mat pass of com- 
munication between the eastern and middle StatM, antf is 
commanded by the two opposite points of land, the most 
elevated ef which, on the west side of the river, is called 
from its roughness Stoney Poimt, while the flat neck of 
land on the east is denominated Yerplanck^s Point. 

The possession of King^s P^^ry became, therefore, an 
iinportant object to both armies. The Americans had con- 
s<]Ticted a strong post on Yerplanck's Point, called Fort 
Fayette, wluch was garrisoned by a company under captain 
Armstrong; but the works on Stoney Point, though consi- 
derable, were yet incomplete. The British general now 
profected a amp de mcnn upon these works. But the Ame- 
ricans, having abandoned Stoney Point, without waiting for 
an attack, the enemy immediately took possession of it» 
and soon compiled Fort Fayette, on the opposite shore, to 
capitulate, the garrison surrendering themselves prisoners 
of war. 
To ^vent an attack on West Point, Washington now 
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followed the eaemj with the first division of kis army fboBi 
Middlebrook, but was compelled, from the inferioritj of his 
force, to pursue measures strictly defensive. In the mean 
time the English completed the fortifications^ and left strong 
garrisons in Stoney roint and Fort Fayette. 

In July, the British army made an invasion of Connecti- 
cut, but almost immediately returned to the Hudson, with- 
out having accomplished any thing decisive in that state. 

Washington now conceived the idea of surprising the 

gosts at ^ng^a Ferry $ a design to which he was impelled 
y a desire to satis^ public expectation by some distin- 
guished exploit, which would tend to reconcile the people 
to his pUn of defensive warfare, without incurring any great 
peril to the main army. With this view, he carefully re- 
connoitred the two posts in person, and employed all the 
means in his power to obtain information of their real 
strength. His conclusion was that they could only be car-* 
ried by surprise^ but he resolved to n^e an attempt on 
Stoney Point ^rst, which, if successful, would easily com^ 
mand the surrender of Fort Fayette. 
. This notable achievement was made at twelve o'clock 
at night of the 15th July, 1779, under the command of 
General Wayne, who surprised and captured the fort in a 
manner never surpassed for its daring, its intrepidity, and 
jtscoolness. No .military exploit in history excels the 
bnllftDKjy-otjdiecapture of Stoney Point 

Washm^onEaving^thus secured Stony Point, made ut 
unsuccessnil attempt upon the opposite post$ bu^t Sir Henry 
Clinton advancing to its relief, the American general de- 
termined to evacuate Stoney Pointy which could not ba 
maintained without a naval force, and to retire into the 
highlands, when the British again took possession of it, 
repaired the fortifications, and manned it with a stronger 
garrison. 

Independent of the splendour of this exploit, it is diffi- 
cult to conceive, the object which prompted its execution, 
or to approve of a design which, had no miscarriage inter- 
vened to obstruct its complete fulfilment, must still have 
been a useless expense of life, labour and gallantry. 

Washington now removed-his head quarters to Wbst 
Point; not deeming himself sufiicientiy m force to hazard 
a general engagement. In the same cautious spirit of pru- 
dence, he issued orders to the commanders of corps and 
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detachments not to riak their troops in anj partisan en- 
gagements but when the occasion of certain victory pre- 
sented itselfl 

The British reneral^ wearied with inactivitjri bow retired 
to York Islanc^ and engaged himself in givins increased 
strength to its fortifications^ while, despairing of success in 
any attempt i» draw Washington from his strong position, 
he began to direct his attention to a campaign against the 
-soathern States. 

On the 18th of August, Major Lee surprised and made 
pfisoners the British garrison at Pawles Hook* opposite 
New York, on the west bank of the Hudson; an enterprise 
which, having been achieved under the direction of Wash- 
ington, received at the time no inconsiderable measure of 
applause. 

Admiral Arbuthnot, a few days after this event, arrived 
at New York with a reinforcement for the British armv; 
and shortly after, die Count D'Estaine arrived on the 
southern coast, with a powerful French fleet; upon the 
news of which, Sir. Henry Clinton concentrated his forces 
in New Yoi4l. 

'JThe campaign of. 1779, was not, upon the whole, either 
very creditable to the cause of Independence, or favourable 
to the fame and reputation of the commander in chief, so 
far as it respected aajr accession of glory, from active 0|>e- 
rations, or briliiaat triumphs; but, as it related to thatwis- 
tiom ami prudence, which looked to the permanent good of 
his country, he stood higher than at any preceding fieriod, 
and commanded more veneration in the minds q£ the judi- 
cious and reflecting, for his virtues, .talents and patriotism. 

Washington dosed this campaign, as he had done so 
many precedkig ones, Imt addressing a remonstrance to 
Ckmgress against the miHtia ^Mem, and recommending 
the plan of coercive draughts for mie year by the States, as 
the only efficient method of perfecting the establishment of 
a permanent army* But Congress seem not only them- 
selves to have been averse to oo strong a measni-e, which 
caused them to adopt it with tardiness and reluctance, but 
the States appear to have resisted it, from a natural jealousy 
of consolidated power; so thast the resolutians of Cungress 
in favour of the system recommended by Washington, «ven* 
taally failed, when they came to be cuivassed by the jeaioas 
' ' ' of thirteen independent sovereignties. 

£2 
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In December Washington placed his anny in- winter 

Quarters; one division at West Point, and the oth^ at 
f orristown, New Jersey, sheltered by huts, and so dis- 
posed as to protect the surrounding country from the de- 
predations or the enemy, as at the same time to secure his 
troops from insult, surprise or defeat. 

The subjugation of Georgia by the British, and the unsuc- 
ces^l attempt of the combined forces of the French and 
Americans to recover Savannah, and the departure of tlie 
French fleet from the continent, justly excited the fears of 
Washington for the fate of South Carolina, which, combined 
with the secret intelligence he had received from his spies 
in New York, that the enemy meditated the South as the 
scene of the campaign of 1780, awakened all his fears and 
patriotism for the safety of that section of the union, which 
now became the theatre of sansuinary and triumphant 
operations to the British army under Sir Henry Clinton. 

On the l£tii of May, Charleston capitulated a surrender 
to the Eno^lish eeneraL Washington's opinion was adverse 
to the poUcy of defending that city, after it had been found 
impracticable to defend tne bar and maintain the harbour. 
General Lincoln was severely censured for his conduct; 
but it does not appear tiiat he was so much to blame, a# 
those who, having promised him reinforcements, had inspired 
delusive hopes, that ended in his ruin. 

Lord Cornwallis, with one division of the British army, 
now advanced upon Nortii Carolina, whUe other detach- 
ments carried their victorious arms throueh fields of car- 
nage, until the whole south was subjugated by the troops of 
his Britannic majesty. Emboldened by this unexpected 
success. Sir Henry Clinton, on the 3d of June, 1780, issued 
his proclamation, re-establishing, in full force, the royal 
government) after which, supposing the conquest of the 
South to be complete, he sailed for New York, leaving 
liord Comwallis with four thousand troops, to extend his 
victories into North Carolina. 

These movements in the south did not escape the vigi- 
lant eye of Washington; and in March he sent a detach- 
ment of the Maryland and Delaware lines, under the com- 
mand of the Baron de Kalb, to reinforce the southerii army. 
As these troops entered South Carolina, they were ioined 
by several corps of American militia, who deserted from 
the colours of Comwallis; by whom they had been enlisted. 
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Coneress then ciUled General Gates to the eonunandof the 
southern department, on the ISthof June, 1780, under the 
idea that the conqueror of Burgoyne would now prove, by 
hisereat military tidents, the saviour ol the southern states. 

The defeat of the Americans at Camden, on the 16th of 
August; 1780, demonstrated the fidlacy of re|»osing confi- 
dence in a general of the ardent and active senius of Crates, 
when commandwg a raw armj, composed of militia, or 
new recruits. Such bold and impetuous talents were more 
adapted to lead the disciplined and well drilled battalions 
of JKurope, than the inexperienced and timid recruits of a 
free government, opposed to constraint, and stubborn in 
their rights. The rout of the Americans at this battle was 
complete and overwhelming. The Baron de Kalb was 
killed at the head of his troops. Congress afterwards di- 
rected a monument to his memory, 'fne American loss in 
killed, wounded and prisoners, was great and fatal, but 
never precisely ascertamed. To this rout of Gates, suc- 
ceeded the defeat of Sumpter at Catawba Ford, by the 
bloody and impetuous. lesion of Tariton, 

The winter quarters of the army under Washington, had 
not been much improved beyond its condition of preceding 
years, in respect to radons; the depreciation ol the cur- 
rency having effectually operated to check the certainty of 
supplies to so great an extent as again to menace the total 
dissolution of the army; a catastrophe wliich was solely 
Averttd by the patriotism of the people of New Jersey. 

A requisition on the States, to supply the treasury of the 
Union by taxation, was now resorted to; but it did not 
prove eftectual; and the limit of two hundred millions of 
continental money having been completed, other sources of 
supply were now to be devised; which consisted in a re- 
quisition on the States for their respective quotas of provi- 
sions, spirits stud forage, for which they were to be finally 
paid in Spanish milled dollars. 

To this system Washington w^s decidedly opposed, on 
the gix>und diat the war ought to be conducted on a nationaif 
rather than a state system f and, in this opinion, says Mar^ 
Mhallj ' all those who were engaged in liigli and responsible 
situations,' coincided. Here, again, we perceive the g'erm 
of those parties which arose under the federal constitudon, 
at a subsequent period. The objections of Washington, 
however, were disregarded, and the new system of Stai9 
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quotu of provisions, went into operation, owing, as Mar- 
snail confesses, to <* a ditpodtian m the members of Can* 
greet, growing memtabhg out of the organieatum of the 
government to amsult the will of the statbs, /rom which 
they were delegated, and perhaps to pttfer their aeeommo' 
dation to any other -object however essential to the whoie.^^ 
On this subject, the language of MarshaU is but the echo of 
Washington s opinions^ and is so ronarkable as to demand 
special attention. He saja ' Under these circumstances, it 
required a d^^ree of enei^ seldom found, to struggle with 
surrounding difficulties for the preservation of a gbnkkal 
system; and to resist the temptation of throwing the ma- 
vioN, by a system of requisitions, at the feet of thesTATKS, 
where the vital principle of power, the nght to levj taxes, 
was excUisivdy placed." 

Agents in Europe were now employed to negociate loans, 
which, to a limited extent, proved successful | while various 
schemes of compounding for the continental money in cir^^ 
culation, and forming the basis of a new issue of jMtper cre- 
dits, were sug^sted, or devised. 

About this time, the views of Washti^ton touching the 
powers of the State sovereignties, were niily developed in 
a letter to a member of Congress, in which he thus ex- 
pressed himself: ^^Cotain I am, that unless Congress 
speaks in a more decisive tone*— unless they are vested with 
powers by the several states, competent to the great pur- 
poses of the war, or assume them 4is matter of rights and 
they and the States respectively act with nhore energy than 
they hitherto have done, that our cause is lost We can no 
longer drudge on in the old way« By ill-timing the adop- 
tion of measures, by delays in the «xecutioB of them, or by 
unwarrantable jealousies, we incur enormous expenses, and 
derive no benefit from them. One State will comply with 
a requisition from Congress, another neglects to do it, a 
tliird executes it by halves; and all. differ in the manner, 
the matter, or so much in point of time, that we are always 
-working np hill^ and while such a system as the present one, 
«r rather want of one, prevails, we ever shall be unable to 
^q^lyour strength or resources to any advantage. 

^' This, my dear Sir, is plain language to a member of 
Congress; but it is the lan^age of truth and friendship. It 
is the result of long thinking, close application, and strict 
observation. I see osis heap gradnally changing into 
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THIRTSSN. I dteone army braaching into thiatbbvjmmI 
instead of looking up to Congress as the nmremeeofUnMng 
power of the United States^ consideiii^ tnemselves as de-* 
pendent on thdir respective states. In a word, I see tbe 
power of Congress declining too fiist for the consequence 
and respect which are due to them as the^e«tf rq^etenia- 
tite boav of America, and am fearful of the consequences. " 

The depreciation of continentid money was now at its 
lowest ebb; so that the pay of a captain would not purchase 
even a pair of shoes, nor uiat of a major general have hired 
the horse he rode oni 

Congress now resolved to make good this depreciation oC 
their pay, at a future period. But the want of paj^, and the 
want of rations at length produced a mutiny, which, how- 
ever^ was soon quelled. 

Lafayette, having gone back to France upon the breaking 
out of me war between that power and England, returned 
to the United States in April, in a roj^al fngate, and 
broudit the cheering news of the promised aid of aland and 
naval armament, to co-operate in the cause of our Indepen- 
dence. Washington received him with the joy and affec- 
tion due to an old friend, and a tried patriot, whose valour 
and enthusiasm in the American cause had been so conspi- 
cuously (tisplayed at the battle of Brandywine. His arri- 
val imparted a fresh impulse to the Congress, and a glow of 
hope to the whole army. 

All the energies of his mind were now devoted to the 
great object of making an efficient co-operation with the 

Jromised aid from France, which arrived on the 10th of 
ul V at Rhode Island, under the Count de Rochambeau, 
with orders to place lumself and forces under General 
Washington; who, to manifest his affection for the French, 
recommended to his officers, to adopt the French white 
cockade^ en^afted on the black American-— as a symbol of 
union and mendship. 

He now contemplated an enterprise against New York, 
which, however, he was forced 1o relinquish. 

For a time public attention was drawn to the defection 
of General Arnold, and the severe but just execution of 
Major Andre, of the British army, with whom Arnold ne- 
gociated to surrender the strong post of West Point It 
must ever excite astonishment, that the Americans could 
have suffered the army to be disgraced by a man so profli 
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gate^ unprincipled and sordid in his moral character, and 
so equivocal m Ids political sentiments. His vices, well 
known before his desertion, were only proclaimed to the 
world after his treason. After being tned and disgraced 
by a court martial, it was unquestionably a great error in 
judgment, to permit him to command an American post 

On the occasion of this melancholy and important event, 
all the sensibilities of Washington were excited to the most 
painful and intense d^ee. Besides the embarrassments 
and difficulties attendant on the fate of Andre, by the novel 
and unsettled attitude of a revolutionary army, joung in 
rebellion, and a government still of doubtful inaependency, 
and unestablish^ freedom, others, of a character not less 
distressing, but of an individual and personal nature, ren- 
dered it one of the most afflictins eras of his life; and the 
more that inexorable justice pleaded for the life of the Spy^ 
as an atoneifkent for an oppressed people, and their violated 
liberty, as a pledge of tne eventual mdependence of their 
country, and as a shield against the future stroke of dis- 
guised treason, the more did compassion and humanity 
Clead for the life of the victim, with the trumpet tongue of 
is virtues, his tal^its, his accomplishments, and his 
honour. 

Perhaps no man ever paid the penalty of death, so totally 
exempt from all the soroid attributes of crime, to take from 
the deed its natural horrors, or steel the blessed symjpathy 
of the human heaxt by the grovelling atrocity of the victim, 
against the shedding of the blood of a fellow creature. 

Genius and virtue threw all the fascinating hues of ro- 
mance over the execution of this ill-fated son of destiny. 
Brave, eenerous, and lofty, endowed with the most exalted 
sense of honor, and a gallantry approaching the spirit of 
the old cavaliers of romance, possessing talents of the high- 
est order, and an intellect cultivated to the most brilliant 
point of perfection; joined to all those refined sensibilities, 
which constitute the poetry of life, and rescue us from the 
erovelling vices and debasing passions of our kind, Andre 
became an oljject of interest and concern to all, but in a 
particular manner to Waslungton, who being so richly gifted 
with the same attributes, became fully qualified to appre- 
ciate all his virtues, and to sympathise acutely in his mis- 
fortune. But, however deeply ne might feel, his natural 
firmness and heroic sense of duty to his country^ to liberty. 
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ftnd to independence, forbade him to disclose tiie a^^j 
which wmne his heart when he foand himself constrained 
br every obugation of patriotic dut j to enforce tiie yerdfict 
of the court martial | and if a tear fell to moisten the jpaper» 
when he appended his signature to tiie warrant for his exe* 
cution» it was the hallowed tribute which nature, in a vir- 
tuous bosom, ever pajs to the afflictions of a noble mind, 
and redeemed the act of state poHcy from everj vestige of 
revenge, cruelty, or design. 

The unceasing efforts of the British government to rescue 
Andre from his impending fate, did honor to the country 
in whose service his life was so fruitlessly sacrificed, and 
wipe away some of the dark stain which the honors and 
rewards they bestowed upon the traitor-knave who had 
ttiticed him into so dismceful an end, and who, while 
virtue continues. to be oierished, or pa^otism rewarded 
with the applause of men, will continue to' be doomed to 
everlasting execration, as one who combined splendour of 
talents with the perfection of crime, and whose name will 
be appropriated by the remotest generations of mankind, to 
cover with the leprosy of infamy, all vile deeds, whose 
atrocity may fail to be expressed in the common words of 
our languase, which, when they fail to express the concen- 
tration of human villanv, will find an ample substitute in 
the name of Benedict Arnold. 

Allied to some of the first families of Great Britain, and 
placed by royal patronage in the highest path of preferment, 
the fate of Major Anc&e produced an impression which 
extended even to the heart of the throne, and drew tears 
from the brightest eyes of Europe. Contracted in vows of 
love, to one of the most beautifal and accom{^ished daugh- 
ters of England, the fate of Andre became a touching, theme 
for the poet» as well as an instructive moral to the histo- 
rian; and while the bosom of beauty sighed over his fate, 
the lyre of the minstrel tuned a monody to his melancholy 
and ill-fated love. 

To Washington only could the execution of a sentence 
which awakened such profound and universal sympathy, 
have been fulfilled without producing imputations of cruelty, 
and a vindictive thirst of blood. But m him the mild be- 
nevolence of his heart, the lofty justice of his mind, and 
the exalted purity of his feelings and intentions, interposed 
the bulwark of humanity against the remotest suspicion of 
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wtaat of mere J. Waslnngtoii meter shed blood but with 
aoffttii^f and on occasioBS of tiie most dire necessity. He 
tOML BO delist in scenes of carnage, and never expfosed the 
Ihreft of bis s<4diers more than was absolutely necessary to 
the purpose in hand^ being more frugal of tlie expenditure 
of life thorn any general who ever led a squadrsn to the 
fM4, m any age, or any country. 

The entire safety of the American cause pleaded wi^ 
irresistible eloquence in favour of the execution ef Andre; 
«Bd ^e fli^t and escape of A nold added wea^t to every 
connderation of policy that ^>erated to induce the doom 
of the former. The attempt of the British alone to enter 
the American oampwith overflowing purses of gold, tempt- 
ing the weak and corrupting tlie vidcked, demanded exem- 
plary panishment on the part of the commander in chief; 
ml howiever soplttstry might ^uibl^e about the justice of 
the sentence of the court martial, on the ground that Andre 
did not enter ^e American lines in di^ise, the fact never 
was llidputed that he was arrested in disguise witMn the 
American lines. 

The whole deportment of Major Andre, however, was so 
frank, manly, and honourable, as to enHst among his warm- 
est champions and admirers the most zealous friends of 
American independence, who only regretted that fortune 
should have favoured the flight of the infamous traitor Ar- 
n€»ld, while adversity cast her toils around his brilliant but 
less fortunate victim: for Andre confessed, with the frank- 
ness of a soldier, and the veracity of a man of honor, the 
ofe^ect of his visit to West Point; and instead of vexine the 
case by equivoctitions and concealment, threw himself at 
once on the magnanimity of his foes, by avowing his real 
designs. It wifl, however, notwithstanding the fact of his 
dia^ise, ever continue a disputed point, wbether he could 
stnctly be viewed in the light of a spy; but the necessity 
of his execution was placed beyond a doubt, and his claim 
io be set at liberty, under all the circumstances, never 
could be fully established. But his deatii did not Sully his 
fame, or cover him vrith opprobrium*— having died like a 
hero as he had lived like a man of bravery and honor. The 
most rigid patriot may give a tear to his fate, feel esfeem 
for his virtues, and express admiration for his heroism, 
valour, and genius. 

The mtesurea ei Congress were still distracted by two 
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•pposiiiff parties, mie of which entered fulty intone views 
of Washi&ffton, as to the necessitj of ttm9olidated power 
in one heaa^ whilst the other, jealous of militur j supremac j» 
which thej feared might prove detrimental to liberty after 
the restoration of peace, were opposed to every measure 
that aimed to give vigor to its OTganisation, or too much 
power to its friends. 

To counteract this disposition, he again addressed re^ 
monstrances to Congress against the inefficient state of the 
armj, exhorting that body to more activity, and depicting, 
in strong laifj^age, the necessity for renewed exertion, and 
more enei^etic preparations to take the field. A majority 
of Congress were, however, found to be opposed to his 
strong system; and a committee reported, reducing the 
numbers of the regiments, which was sustained by the 
whole body. To this Washington objected; and havine 
submitted his arguments against it, and brought forward 
his own plan. Congress receded from their ground, and fell 
into his views, of * an army entirely for the war, and half 
pay for life. ' 

Few military operations occurred under Washington's 
command during the campaign of 1780$ and of those few, 
none were of magnitude or importance enough to claim 
-the attention of this history besides those already related. 

G^ieral Greene being appointed, at the instance of Wash- 
ington, to the command of the southern division, prosecuted 
the war in that quarter with much vigor, and some partial 
success; while a court martial was ordered to, inquire into 
the conduct of General Gates. 

The battle of the Cowpens, which occurred on 'the 17th 
January, 1781, under General Morgan, over the troops 
of Tarleton, was the most decisive triumph of the American 
arms, that was achieved this year; the loss of the Atnericans 
being only eighty in killed and wounded, whilst it deprived 
Comwallis of one-fifth of his numbers, besides arms, am- 
munition, ba^age, and horses. Morgan, however, was in 
turn compelled to retreat into Virginia, before the superior 
forces of Comwallis, who instantly marched to intercept 
the victorious army. But our limits do not admit of our 
giving a more minute account of that section of the army, 
not immediately under the command of Washington. 

The revolt ot the Pennsylvania line, in the northern army, 
ihirteen hundred of whom left the army, and marched to- 

G 
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wards Princeton, at one time, threatened serions conae* 
quencea to tiie American cause, and engaged the special 
attention of Washington, but which was nnally settled by 
a committee of ConEress, who agreed to the terms of the 
mutineers, and neanj the whole line received their dis- 
charge. The success of this revolt now stimulated the 
Jersey line to attempt the same terms; but Washington, 
having become alarmed for the aafety of the whole army, 
determined to yield to no complaints whilst they retained 
arms in their hands, and despatched General Howe to re- 
duce them to unconditional submission, and execute the 
ringleaders. This decisive^ step checked the spirit of re-* 
volt. On both occasions, the British ^neral attempted, 
without success, to buy over the mutmeers, the want of 
pay having been the chief cause of the sedition; but the 
troops indignantly rejected the infamous terms. 

Colonel Laurens was now despatched to France to nego- 
ciate a loan, and carried with him a full exposition of the 
state of our affairs, in the form of a letter from the pen of 
Washington, breathing the purest spirit of wisdom, and 
replete with just reflections and sound views, which could 
not fail to produce a powerful impression on the cabinet 
of Versailles. 

To the untiring exertions of Washington must be ascribed 
the resolution now passed by Congress, recommending to 
{he States to vest tiie power in Congress to levy, for the 
use of the United States a duty of five per centum ad valo- 
rem on all goods, wares, and merchandise of foreign growth 
and manufacture; and on all prizes and prize goods, con- 
demned in the American courts; which was' to constitute a 
fund to pay the principal and interest of all debts contracted 
in the prosecution of the war, and to continue till those 
debts shovM be discharged. An attempt was made to be- 
stow on the federal head & full power to regulate commerce, 
and increase this impost at pleasure; but, as Marshall says, 
* state influeince predominated^ and they were over-ruled by 
great majorities. Still all the States would not unite in 
the proposed Ztmtfeclnower. 

A secretary for torei^ affairs, or superintendaiit of 
finance, a secretary of war^ and a secretary of marine, 
were now added to the other departments of government, 
for the first time. 

About the same period, the articles of confederation were 



OEOROB WASHINGTON. TS 

a^eed to, and ratified, as a means of prosecutijig the war 
with more vi^oiir^ the property of the pubHc lands within 
the chartered limits of some ot the States,' constitutins the 
only impediment to its adoption^ the States in whose limits 
the vacant lands were, claiming exclusive right to them; 
and those States who had twne, ni^ng that it should con- 
stitute a joint property tor the common benefit. 

Washington now turned his attention to repel the incur- 
sions makine by Arnold into Virginia; and ordered a detach- 
ment of twdve hundred men under Lafayette, to march to 
the Chesapeake, there to be transported to Virginia, under 
convoy of a French frieate. He also addressed letters to 
Governor Jefferson, of Virginia, and the Baron Steuben, 
to aid, assist, and advance the expedition; having ^ven in- 
structions to Lafayette to grant Arnold no terms, which 
might avert the punishment due to his crimes. But La- 
fayette having failed in his expedition, Arnold escaped; 
and Comwallis concentrated his torces, with the obiect of a 
more active and vigorous prosecution of the campaign. 

The middle and lower parts of Virginia, now became the* 
theatre of a desolating war, in whicn private and public - 
property shared an indiscriminate destruction. Among 
other plantations. Mount Vernon was threatened with con- 
flagration by the commander of the British vessels in the 
Potomac; and only spared in consideration of the refresh- 
ments furnished by Mr. Lund Washington, to whom the 
General had confided the care of his plantation. On this 
occasion, Washington evinced the true feelings of the pa- 
triot; for, on being informed of the circumstance of the 
enemy having spared his estate, he addressed his kinsman n 
letter couched m the following terms: ** I am sorry to hear 
of your loss; I am a little sorry to hear of my own : but, that 
which gives me most concern, is, that you should have gone 
on board the vessels of the enemy, and furnished them with 
refreshments. It would have been a less painful circum- 
stance to me, to have heard, that in consequence of your 
non-compliance wiih their request, they had burnt my 
house, and laid the plantation in ruins. Y ou ought to have 
considered yourself as my representative, and should have 
reflected on the bad example of communicating with tiie 
enemy, and making a vwuntary offfer of refreshment to 
them, with a view to prevent a conflagration. '* 

TbeGovemor of Virginia, Mr. Jefferson, and most of the 
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members of Con^esB, now united in urging Washington to 
the defence of his native state; and Lafayette expressed 
particuliEur solicitude, that he would by his presence at 
home, rouse the people to make a spirited effort to expel 
the enemy. This request, he would not, however, complj 
with, having meditated a combined operation against New 
York, from which he hoped to achieve greater benefits to 
the whole union, 

Wayne having attacked the line of Cornwallis near 
Jamestown, was compelled to retreat^ but the English ge* 
neral did not follow up his advantage, from an impression, 
that an assault so daring, implied a greater force than it was 
prudent to pursue. 

In conjunction with the Count ]>e Rochambeau, Wash- 
in^n now digested a plan of operations against New York. 
The American army amounted to but four thousand five 
hundred, while the French troops did not exceed fifteen 
hundred. 

Robert Morris was «low appointed SuperintendmU of 
Finance^ and upon his talents, credit, and exertions, now 
depended the safety of the army, and the success of the 
campaign. He realised all the confidence reposed in him, 
and was the means of ensuring a successful termination of 
hostilities, so far as they depended on the sinews of war. 
Enli^tened, just, and sagacious, he restored the public 
credit, replenished the military chest, and gave vigour and 
eflficiency to all those necessary departments of subsistence, 
which are so indispensable to the moyements of an army. 

With Mr. Morris ori^nated the plan of a National 
Banky which, like the project of consolidated power in tiie 
union, and a standing army at the nod of the federal go- 
vemmeixt, has excited so much controversy and opposition. 
The capital was to consist of four hundred thousand dollars 
by private subscription; to be incorporated by government, 
and subject to the inspection of the Superintendant of 
Finances, their notes beins receivable by all as specie, the 
states, as well as the federal government. Congress 
passed an act of incorporation for this Bank on. the Slstof 
December, 1781. 

At the same time, he contracted with government to 
farm the taxes of Pennsylvania, for .which he engaged to 
™™f ^,^® ^^J ^i^h flour, a contract which he punctually. 
tulfiUed,4nd the advantages of which were inappreciable. 
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Washin^on having foiiiid the enemy too powerful and 
vigilant in New York, to admit of a guceessful attack with 
inferior forces, now turned his attention towards the 
South, as the most eligible field for decisive operations^ and 
Lafajette was directed so to dispose of his troops as to 
prevent Cornwallis from escaping, by a sudden march to 
Charleston. 

The Count De Grasse arrived in the Chesapeake, with 
twenty-eight sail of the line, and several £njgates late in 
August, where he received full intelligence of the situation 
of the armies, from an officer despatched by Lafayette for 
that purpose. In the mean while, Lord Cornwallis was 
fortifying himself in Yorktown. In compliance with his 
orders from Washington, Lafayette had occupied a position 
on James River, to oppose any movement of the English 
general to escape to South Carolina. Four French ships of 
me line, and several frigates, were now (»*dered t^ blockade 
the mouth of York River, and convey the land forces uiftLer 
the Marqiiis St. Simon, to form a junction with the troops 
of Lafayette. 

Washington having determined to direct liie active ope- 
rations of the allied armies against Lord Cornwallis, imme- 
diately prepared to carry his plan into eflTect without delay, 
and with all possible vigour. To General Heath, he as- 
signed the defence of the posts on the Hudson, and the duty 
of protecting the surrounding country. Washington as- 
sumed in person the lead of the seathem expedition. 

After many feints and nwmoeuvres, for the purpose of in- 
ducing the enemy to Relieve, that his object was Staten 
Island, he put both armies in motion, and having crossed 
the Hudson at King's Ferry, on the 25th of August, com- 
menced his march for the Chesapeake; and so well had he 
managed to divert th^ attention of the English general from 
his «eal destination, that he had accomplished the passage 
of the Delaware, before the enemy suspected the real point 
of his hostility, and when it became too late to molest or 
obstruct him on his march. 

While Washingtoti was on his way to Virginia, Sir Hemy 
Clinton, with a view, perhaps, of recalling him to a defence 
of the North, planned an expedition against New London, 
which he entrusted to the command of General Arnold, 
who, having stormed and captured the town, put the Ame- 
rieans to the sword after then: surrender, in cold blood, and 
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with a cowardly ferocity,, every way characteristic of the 
heart of a traitor; after which, with the dark spirit of a 
midnight iacendiary, the town was devoted to the torch of 
conflagration, by wluch the wanton destruction of private 
property was immense and afflicting. 

!Bat W ashington was not to be diverted from his design 
against Comwallis; and having quickened his niarch, .he 
reached Williamsburg on the 14th of September, attended 
by the Count De Rocnambeau, and the Chevalier De Cha- 
telleux, having previously made arrangements for the safe 
transportation of his army from the head of Elk to Balti- 
more. 

His troops having arrived, Washington invested York- 
town, on the S5tli of September; while the French admiral 
completely blockaded the town on the side of the mouth of 
James and York rivers. 

Some uneasiness was now excited among the Americans, 
by the information of six ships of the line, and some troops 
having arrived at New York, under Admiral Digby, to 
reinforce the English. 

Stimulated to renewed exertion, lest the British general 
should be relieved by a large reinforcement promised from 
New York, Washington pressed the siege with such unex- 
ampled rapidity, that, on the 11th of October, the second 
I»rallel was opened within three hundred yards of the Bri- 
tish lines; and on the I4th, several redoubts of the enemy 
were carried bv storm. Victory after victory perched on 
the banners of the combined anmes; and every day beheld 
the works of the English sinking ben«ath the incessant fire 
of the gallant besiegers; and on the inh, having become 
altogether untenable. Lord Comwallis beat a parley to 
propose a cessation of hostilities for twenty -four hours, to 
allow commissioners to meet to settle the terms for the sur- 
render of Yorktown and Glocester, which being definitively 
agreed to on the 19th of October, Comwallis surrendered 
his posts, with the garrisons that had defended them, toge- 
ther with the British shipping in the harbour, includuig 
their seamen, to the land and naval officers of America and 
France. The prisoners amounted to 7000 men. 

The allied army under the command of Washington, was 
estimated at 16,000 men. 

The capture of Yorktown, and the army of CornwalU^ 
being one of the most brilliant andiffiportanjt ai:hievemi3iti 
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of the revolutionary war^ excited a commensurate degree 
of triumph and exultationi througout tiie United States, as 
the precursor of peace, as well as the means of glor j. Con- 
gress greeted the event with a joy more than proportioned 
to its magnitude; and resolutions passed that body, return- 
ing the thanks of the nation to General Washington, to the 
Count De Rochambeau, to the Count De Grasse, and to the 
of&cers of the allied armies in general. A marble column 
commemorative of the event, to be erected in Yorktown, 
was also voted i besides two stands of colours being pre- 
sented toWashin^on. 

In addition to these manifestations of their high sense of 
the achievement, Congress issued a proclamation appoint- 
ing a day for a general thanksgiving, for this signal inter- 
position of Providence. 

The lustre which this victory threw around the character 
of Washington, cast into shade whatever previous fame his 
talents had won, or his virtues had extorted. The voice of 
public praise rose to the pitch of enthusiastic veneration. 
Addresses, conceived in sincere gratitude, and couched in 
terms bordering on 'affectionate idolatry, poured in upon him 
from every city, town and hamlet of the union: as if the 
nation had been delivered of a devouring monster by his 
signal prowess, or rid of a wasting pestilence by his healing 
virtoes. State governments, city authorities, learned in« 
stitutions, and every variety of public bodies seemed to 
emulate each other, in the ardent expressions of the pro- 
found sense they entertained of his important services 5 of 
their sincere attachment to his person, and of their warm 
admiration for his character. Still, this praise neither ex-^ 
cited him to vanity, nor inspired him with presumption. 

Washington now urged tne French admiral to co-operate 
in the prosecution of tiie war, until the British should be 
entirely expelled from the southern states, particularly in- 
voking hisv aid against Charleston; but the prior plan of 
operations agreed on by the French squadron, prevented a 
compliance with his wishes. 

General Green was now reinforced by a body of troops 
under General St. Clair, \nih ordeirs to take Wilmington 
in his route to Charleston, and to dispossess the enemy of 
the former post The French troops remained in Virginia: 
the Count De Grasse sailed for the West Indies, and 
Wafi^ngtoa proceeded to Philadelphia; while Lafj^yiette .. 
had permission to return to France. 
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The southern campaign was now po^secutcd with vi^ur 
and success; but the nearly equal division of the people mto 
whiss and tones, imparted to their hostilities a deep dye 
of vindictive passion, malignant ferocity, and cruel revenge. 
Bloody desolation markea the footsteps of the English foe, 
and the tory Americans: but still, victory hovered over the 
banner of freedom, and General Green obtained merited 
applause for his southern triumphs. 

Not elated by his recent victory, Washington kept his 
mind steadily fixed upon preparations for the ensuing cam-^ 
paicn of 1782; and, instead of relaxing, he determiiied to 
add fresh vigour to his exertions, to bring the war to a ter- 
mination. In a letter to General Green, written at Mount 
Vernon, he thus discloses his opinions and designs, which 
evince not less wisdom in the man, than modest and un- 

{ presuming merit in the general: ** I shall attempt to stimu- 
ate Congress to the best improvement of our late success, 
by taking the most vigorous and effectual measures to be 
ready for an early and decisive campaign the next year. My 
greatest fear is, that, viewing this stroke in a point of light 
which may too much magnify its importance, they may 
think our work too nearly closed, and fall into a state of 
languor and relaxation. To prevent this error, I shall 
employ every means in my power; and if, unhappily, we 
sink into this fatal mistake, no part of the blame shall be 
mine." 

On the 27th of November, 1781, Washington arrived at 
Philadelphia, and Congress granted him an audience on the 
succeeding day, in order to aid in the proper establishment 
of the army; the same causes, want of money, inefficient 
taxation, and conflicting powers in the union and the state 
authorities, as those we have already related, having ope- 
rated to enfeeble and derange it; the same remedies, there- 
fore, were recommended by him, and the same difficulties 
obstructed their application. On this occasion, he again 
addressed circular letters to the States. 

Happily for the Independence of America, the force of 
public opinion in Great Britain, was fast inclining that go- 
vernment to overtures of a general peace, and a disposition 
to recognise the independence of ttie United States; and, 
netwithstandine the warlike tone qt the King's speech, at 
the opening of Parliam'ent in November, the current soon 
began .to run counts to the royal pleasure, and a large mi^ 
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nority in favor ef peace daily swelled itft numbers, until it 
eventuall J shook the tlurmie in the resolutions of a majority. 
A change of ministry, at first led to negociations, and 
finally terminated in peace, on the 19th of April, 178S. 

Every event on the part of the United States, had,ibr 
some time, been conspiring to render a peace absolutely 
necessary to their preservation. The treasury- was ex- 
hausted of its last dollar. No portion of the taxes could be 
realised: the army was discontented, because impoverished ^ 
and seditious, because smarting under wrongs, which it had 
power, as well as inclination, to redress. Washington, ever 
watchful over the welfare of his country, had exhausted the 
resources of his genius, the influence of his character, and 
the force of his eTof|uence, to remove or mitigate these evils; 
but in vain: even his influence was compelled to wane, be* 
neath a comlnnation of evils, which no human fortitude 
could endure, nor patience submit to. Still, Washington 
had the address, the singular address and good fortune, not 
to cj^uell the spirit which sought for justice, but to turn the 
feelings that. were inflamed by wrongs, into a harmless 
channel. On this occasion, his services to his country, 
were not of less importance, than his most brilliant military 
achievements; and being based on feelings of equity, bene- 
volence and justice, they far eclipse in moral grandeur, the 
most sanguine trophies that a martial victor ever displayed 
to the applause of people, intoxicated by the ^lare of glory. 

Measures were now adopted for disbanding the army; 
but the wants of the treasury opposed serious obstacles to 
this proceeding: and a part of the Pennsylvania line having 
revolted, they marched from Lancaist-er to Philadelphia, 
where, being joined by other licentious soldiers^ they be- 
sieged Congress in the State House, and compelled that 
body to adjourn to Princeton. In tlie mean time, Wash- 
ington had ordered a detachment of fifteen hundred men, 
to suppress the mutiny; but before their arrival, the sedition 
had been quelled witnout bloodshed. 

Thus terminated the war of se^ren years for American 
Independence, of which Washington had been, in so great 
a measure^ the chief pillar and support: which originated in 
a difference apparently trifling; which was prosecuted 
through a series of difficulties and embarrassments, unex- 
ampled in the history of mankind; and which was finally 
achieved by those unseen combinations, and auspiciQUi 
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events, which hMe and per|>iex the sagacitr of man, at the 
same time that they excite his gratitiide and admiration. 

Throughout this long and arduous stru^le, the whole 
American people displayed those virtues which' most en- 
noble human nature; and their patience, toil, suffering, 
bravery, and forbearance, entitle them to rank with any 
nation on the face of the globe. But, in a peculiar manner 
were they indebted to those shining virtues in the character 
of Washington, which, combined with his high faculties of 
genius and intellect to conduct them triumphantly through 
its. fiery ordeal, and place them on the eminence, whose 
lofty and glittering peak, attracted the attention and ap-' 
plause of the world. Commenced without preparation; 
equally destitute of money, arms and discipline, the Revo- 
lution depended almost wholly for success, upon the genius 
and resources of the commander in chief; whose peculiar 
character alone fitted him to uphold it amidst adversity, 
rally it under defeat, and preserve it unbroken amidst con- 
vulsions. The experience in the case of General Gates, 
fully evinced what would have been its melancholy catas- 
trophe, had the impetuous ambition of a fiery and adventu- 
rous commander, led on its starved battalions; or an in- 
triguing and unprincipled adventurer, like Conway, or 
Arnold, had the disbursement of its funds, or the manage- 
ment of that suffering and seditious mass of undisciplined 
men, who could only -be preserved in subordinatton by the 
personal influence of George Washington-^his virtues, his 
genius, and his patriotism. 

On the 25th of November, 1783, the British evacuated 
New York, and the AmericsCn troops took possession of the 
town. Washington, accompanied by Grovemor Clinton, 
now made his public entry into the city; after which, he 
proposed to bid adieu to his companions m arms, prior to a 
resignation of his military command. 

The account which Gordon has given us of this parting 
scene, would suffer by any abridgement: ** This affecting 
interview took place on the 4th of December. At noon, 
the principal officers of the army assembled at Francis' 
tavern; soon after which, their beloved commander entered 
tho room. His emotions were too strong to be concealed. 
Filling a glass, he turned to them and said, * With a heart 
full of love and gratitude, I now take leave of you; I most 
devoutly wish that your latter days may be as prosperoua 
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laid hBfpji as roar fermer ones hsire Igeen glorious and 
konourabfe. ^ HHving drank, he added, < I cannot come to 
each of you to take mj leaTe, bat shall be obliged to jou, 
if each of you will come uid take me bj the hand. ' Gene- 
ral Knox being nearest, turned to him$ mcapable of utter- 
ance, Washington grasped his hand, and embraced him. 
In the same a&ctionate manner, he took leave of each sue- 
ceedine officer. In every eye stood the tears of dignified 
sensibility; and not a word was articulated to interrupt the 
majestic sUence and the tenderness of the scene.' Leaving 
the room, he passed thcough the corps of light infantry, and 
walked to Whitehall, where a barge awaited to carry him 
to Pawles Hook. The whole company followed in mute 
and solemn procession, with dejected countenances, testi- 
fying the feelings of delicious melancholy, which no lan- 
guage can describe* Having entered the barge, he turned 
to the company, and, waving his hat, bade them a silent adieu. 
They paia him the same affectionate compliment, and after 
the barse had left them, returned in the same solemn man- 
ner to tne place where they had assembled." 

Congress was then in session at Annapolis, and thither 
Washington repaired, to resign his commission into their 
hands. This eventful ceremony took place oh the 23d of 
December, 1783. Having been introduced by the Secre- 
tary, he delivered the following address: 

**Mr. President.— The great eve^iB on which my re- 
signation depended, having at length taken place, I have 
now the honour of offering my sincere congratulations to 
Confess, and of presenting myself before them, to surren- 
der into their hands, the trust committed to me, and to 
<^aim the indulgence of retiring from the service of my 
country. 

<^ Happy in the confirmation of our independence and 
. sovereignty, and pleased with the opportunity afforded the 
United States, of becoming a respectable nation, I resi^ 
with satisfaction, the appointment I accepted with diffi- 
dence; a diffidence in my abilities to accomplish so arduous 
a task, which, however, was superseded by a confidence in 
the rectitude of our cause, the support of the supreme 
POWER OF THE UNION, and the patronage of Heaven. 

*« The successful termination of the war has verified the 
most sanguine expectations; and my gnititude for the inter- 
position of Providence, and the assistance I have received 
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from mj cotttttfymen, incmaes with every review of the 
momentous contest. 

<< While I repeat mj obHgatkms to the arm j in general, 
I should do injustice to mj own feelings, not to acknow- 
ledge in this place, tiie peculiar services and distinguished 
merits of the gentlemen who have been attached to mj per- 
son during the war. It was impossible the chmce of confi- 
dential officers to compose my family, should have been 
more fortunate. Permit me. Sir, to recommend in particu- 
lar, those who have continued in the service to the present 
moment, as worthy of the favourable notice and patronage 
<of Congress. 

** I consider it as an indispensable duty to close this last 
act of my official life, by commending the interests of our 
tiearest country, to the protection of Almighty God, and 
those who have the superintendence of them to his holy 
keeping. 

^^ Having now finished the work assi^ed me, I retire 
from the great theatre of action, and bidding an affectionate 
address to this august body, under whose orders I have so 
long acted, I here offer my commission, and take my leave 
of all the employments of public life. " 

To this address, Coneress returned an appropriate reply, 
couched in the spirit ofgratulation, praise and affection. 

Finding himself thus relieved from the cares of public 
life, he now retired to Mount Vernon^ followed by the 
«steem, admiration, gratitude and love of the whole Ame- 
rican people. 

It would, perhaps, have been more consonant ta the un- 
obtrusive and simple principles of genuine republicanism, 
had this virtuous and laudable feeling of veneration for their 
late ohief, been restrained within the limits of addresses, 
resolutions, and declarations of gratitude and attachment, 
instead of manifesting its extravagance in statues, monu- 
ments, and columns, whose pomp seemed to reflect the 
tinsel of roval governments, and might tend to corrupt the 
integrity of republican truth. Great by nature, ana still 
s;reiiSer by his virtues, no outward homage could increase 
his riory, no splendour of magnificence inflate him with 
pride. 

Unmoved by the torrent of adulation which flowed upon 
him, he devoted his hours to domestic happiness, and the 
pursuits and improvements of agriculture, which had al- 
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ways been his favourite occupation. His feelings in his 
Bew retirement will be best understood bj his own expres- 
sion of them. In a letter to Governor Clinton, three days 
after his reaching Mount Vernon, ke says: *The scene is 
at length closed. I feel myself eased of a load of public 
eare» and hope to spend the remainder of my days in culti- 
vating the aiiections of good men, and in the practice of the 
domestic virtues. ' In another to Lafayette, he thus unfolds 
€he sound philosophy of his mind and benevolent emotions 
of his heart: *< At length, my dear Marquis, I have become 
a private citizen on the banks of the Potomac, and, under 
the shadow of my own vine and my own fig tree, free from 
the bustle of a camp, and the busy scenes of public life, I 
'am solacing myseli with those tranquil enjoymetits, of 
which the soldier, who is ever in pursuit of fame— the 
«tatesman whose watchful days and ^leepless nights are 
«pent in devising schemes to promote the welfare of liis own, 
perhaps the rum of other countries, as if this globe was 
insufficient for us all — and tlie courtier, who is always 
watching the countenance of his prince, in the hope of 
catchhig a gracious smile, can have very little conception. 
I have not only retired from all public employments, but 
am retiring within myself, and shall be able to view the 
solitary wsdk, and tread the paths of private life, with 
heartfelt satisfaction. Envious of none, I am determined 
to be pleased with all; and this, my dear friend, being the 
order of my march, I will move gently down the stream of 
life, until I sleep with iny fathers." 

It was evident, however, that this desire of private con- 
tentment, required a struggle; and that his mind, long ap- 
customed to public command, could not immediately ^Jtib- 




beginning to experience the ease and free<Iom from public 
cares, which, however desirable, take^ some time to realise; 
for, strange as it may seem, it is nevertheless true, that it 
was not until lately, I could get the better of my usual 
custom of ruminating, as soon as I awoke in the morning, 
on ^e business of the ensuing day, and of my surprise at 
finding, after revolvipg many things in my mind, that I was 
no longer a public man, or had any thing to do with public 
transactions. I feel now, however, as I conceive a wearied 

H 
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traveller must do, who, after treading many a painful step 
with a heavy burden on his shoulders, is eased of the latter, 
having reached the haven to which all the former were di- 
rected, and from his house-top is looking back, and tracing 
with an eager eye, the meanders by which he escaped the 
quicksands and mires which lay in his way, and into which 
none but the all powerful guide and* dispenser of human 
events, could have prevented his falling* '' 

He now devoted himself to agriculture, and plans of in- 
ternal improvement, for which purpose he explored the 
western parts of Virginia, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, and 
particularly directed his attention to improve the navigation 
of the Potomac and James Rivers. Extending his views to 
the western country, he ^ave a luminous exposition of the 
sound policy of connnecting that section of tne union more 
closely with the eastern states, by means of internal im- 
provementa. 

How deeply the love of fame was implanted in his heart, 
and how pure was his ambition which thirsted for glory, 
will appear from an extract of his letter, in which he de- 
clined to receive a donation of one hundred and fifty shares 
in the Potomac and James River Navigation Company, 
from the States of Virginia and Maryland, who seized that 
occasion to testify their gratitude and respect towards him, 
in a substantial form. 

. *' Not content," (he writes,) ** with the bare conscious- 
ness of my having in all this navigation business, acted 
upon the clearest conviction of the political importance of 
the measure, I would wish that every individual who may 
hear that it was a favorite plan of mine, may know also, 
that I had no other motive for promoting it, than the advan- 
tage of which I conceived it would be productive to the 
union at 1^6, and to this state in pailicular, by cementing 
the eastern ah^^western territory together, at the same time 
that it will give>igour and increase to our commerce, and 
be a convenience to>mr citizens. 

" How would this maimer be viewed then, by the eye of 
tlie world, and what opiiiH^ would be formed, when it 
comes to be related, that G**^* w***»*»*** exerted him- 
self to effect this work, and that ^**»»* w********* has 
received twenty thousand dollars^ and^t^e thousand pounds 
sterling of the public money as an interest therein? Would 
not this, (if I am entitled to any merit for the part I have 
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performed, and without it there is no foundation for the 
act) deprive me of the principal thing which is laudable in 
my conduct? Would it not, in some respects, be considered 
in the same light as a pension? and would not the appre- 
hension of this induce me to offer my sentiments in future, 
with the more reluctance? In a word, under whatever 
pretence, and however customary these gratuities may be 
m other countries, should I not thenceforward, be consi- 
dered as a dependant?— one moment's thought of which 
would give me more pain than I should receive pleasure 
from the product of all the tolls, was every farthing of them 
vested in me.'' 

An invidious mind might detect a spark of pride in this 
sentiment, but a liberal one would perceive nothing but the 
most exalted patriotism ! The stock thus declined for his 
private emolument, being appropriated by him to the esta- 
blishment of two seminaries of learning. 

The pride of station, and the ostentation ef rank peculiar 
to royal governments, are not only necessary to the safety 
of the King, but indispensable to the pomp and glitter of a 
court: hence, they are as foreign to the simplicity of a re- 
public, and the virtuous habits of a free and equal people, 
as pure republican principles would be inconsistent with, as 
well as destructive of, royal power and regal magnificence. 

Happily for the fame of Washington, the project for tlie 
establishment of the society of the Cincinnati, did not ori- 
ginate with him. <'This idea," (says Marshall) "was 
suggested by General Knox, and matured in a meeting com- 
posed of the generals, and of deputies from the regiments, 
at which Major General le Baron Steuben presided. An 
agreement was then entered into, by which the officers were 
to constitute themselves into one society of friends, to en- 
dure as long as they should endure^ or any o/*their eldest 
MALE posterity; and in failure thereof, any collateral 
branches who mi^t be judged worthy of becoming its sup- 
porters and members, were to be admitted into it. To 
mark their veneration for that celebrated Roman, between 
whose situation and their own, they found some similitude, 
they were to be denominated the Society of the Cincin- 
nati. Individuals of the respective States, distinguished 
for their patriotism and abilities, might be admitted as 
honorary members for life, provided their numbers should 
at no time exceed a ratio of one to four. 
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« The society was to be designated by a MspAL of gold, 
representing the American eagle, bearing on its breast the 
devices of the order, which was to be suspended hjadeq» 
blue ribband^ edged with white,^^ &jc. &c. Of this new 
order, Washington was unanimously chosen president 

<* Without experiencing any ojien opposition,'' (*^7» 
Marshall) *' this institution was carried into complete effect; 
and its nonours, especially by the foreign officers, were 
sought with ^eat avidity. But soon after it was organised, 
those jealousies, which m its first moments had been con- 
cealed, burst forth into open view. In October, 1783, a 
pamphlet was published by Mr. Burk, of South Carolina, 
for tne purpose of rousing the apprehensions of the public, 
and of airecting its resentments against the scfciety. Per- 
ceiving in the Cincinnati, the foundation of an hereditary 
ORDER, whose base, from associating with the Military the 
chiefs of the powerful families in each State, woula ac- 
quire a degree of solidity and strength admitting of any 
superstructure, he pourtrayed, in that fervid and infectious 
language, which is the genuine offspring of passion, the 
dangers to result from the fabric which would be erected 
on it. The Ministers of the United States too, in Europe, 
aod the political theorists who cast their eyes towards the 
west for support to favorite systems, having the privi- 
LEDGED ORDERS coustautly in view, were loud in their 
condemnation of an institution, from which a race of no- 
bles WAS EXPECTED TO SPRANG. Throughout cvery State 
the alarm was spread^ and a high degree of jealousy per- 
vaded the rnass of the people. " 

Washington endeavoured to procure a modification of 
some of the aristocratic features of the institution, but 
without success. 

The same apprehensions of this society have continued to 
exist up to the present period, although much diminished 
by the extinction of its original members, wrought by the 
hand of time, and the progress of free principles. 

Experience having proved the articles of confederation, 
under which the thirteen States were united together, to be 
insufficient for the prosperous, efficient, and harmonious 
government of the whole, especially for the preservation of 
the PUBLIC CREDIT, and the payment of the public debtj 
the design of substituting a more efficient union, began to 
be generally entertaine£ 
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I have already adverted to the two great parties, into 
which the country was divided^ one in favor of the save- 
reignty of the States, and the other inclining to invest the 
j^ederaif government with powers so absolute and unlimited^ 
as to make the union paramount, and reduce the States to 
entire subserviency to the union: one being in favour of 
THE NATION — ^thc Other giving a preference to a cluster of 
independent republics. Hence a wide contrariety of opi- 
nion prevailed, as to the measures to be adopted, to ensure 
union, without endangering liberty ! 

Many of the officers of the army had been elected to the 
Congress of 1783, and these formed the head of that party 
which inclined to vest supreme power in the union. 

At the head of this party, for such it indubitably was, 
stood George Washington — ^unsurpassed in genius and ta- 
lent — ^unrivalled in purity and patriotism. 

I have already alluded to the manner in which the mili- 
tary attitude of Washington, and his contact to the civil 
power, had gradually inducted him into speculations of 
government peculiar to the practical statesman; and that 
sad experience of the evils of a relaxed system of polity, 
had deeply imbued his mind in favor of that high toned 
authority which assimilates to martial discipline and vigour. 
In accordance with these ideas, prompted by his extreme 
solicitude for the good of his country, ne addressed on the 
8th of June, 178S, a circular letter to the Governors of the 
several States respectively, from which I B^st cite the fol- 
lowing extracts. Speaking of the option of government 
left to the United States, he says: '* This is the time of 
their political probation f this is the moment when the eyes 
of the whole world are turned upon them; this is the mo- 
ment to establish, or ruin their national character forever; 
this is the favourable moment to give such a tone to our 
federal government, as will enable it to answ^ the ends of 
its institution, or this may be the ill-fated moment for re- 
laxing the powers of the Union, annihilating the cement of 
the confederation, and exposing us to become the sport of 
European politics, which may play one State against ano^ 
ther, to prevent their growing importance, and to serve 
their own interested purposes. For, according to the sys- 
tem of policy the States shall adopt at this moment, they 
will stand or fall; and by their confirmation or lapse, it is 
yet to be decided, whether the revolution must ultimately 

H2 
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be considered as a blessing or a curse— a blessing or d 
curse, not to the present age alone, for» with our fate, will 
the destiny of unborn millions be involved." 

" There are four things which I humblj conceive, are 
essential to the well-beins, I may even venture to say, to 
the existence of the United States, as an independent 
power. 

^' 1st. An indissoluble union of the States under one 
federal head. 

^^ 2d. A sacred regard to public justice. 

^^ 3d. The adoption of a proper peace establishment, and 

**4th. TTie prevalence of that pacific and friendly 
disposition among the people of the United States^ which 
fviu induce them to for get their local prejudices and politics^ 
to make those muttud concessions which are requisite to the 
general prosperity^ and in some instances, to saoeifior 
THEIR individual odvantagcs to the interest of the 
community. 

^^ These are the pillars on which the glorious fabric of 
our independency and national character must be support^ 
ed. Liberty is the basis, and whoever would dare to sap 
the foundation, or overturn the structure, under whatever 
specious pretext he may attempt it, will merit the bitterest 
execration, and the severest punishment which can be in« 
ilicted by his injured country." 

Such sentiments not only ennoble and dignify, but im^ 
martalise their author; and whatever prejudices he may 
have cherished in favour of a vigorous authority in the 
Union, were more than atoned for by the purity cIi his pa- 
triotism, and the exalted honesty of his heart. 

Again, in the same letter, breathing nothing but hallow- 
ed patriotism, he says, ** It is only in our united character 
that we are known as an empire, that our independence is 
acknowledgec^ that our power can be regarded, or our cre- 
dit supported among foreign nations. The treaties of the 
European powers with the United States of America, will 
have no validity on a dissolution of the Union* We shall 
be left nearly in a state of nature, or we may find, by our 
own unhappy experience, that there is a natural and neces* 
sary progression from the extreme of anarchy to the ex- 
treme of tyranny, and that arbitary power is most easily 
established on the ruins of liberty abused to licentious-^ 
ness. " 
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Bvii, however forcible in the abstract, or desirable in the 
practice, may be the principle of energy and coercion^ to 
mlfil the ends of government, it inay still be tjnestioned, 
whether in the present era of the world, it is feasible to 
ap{>ly the doctrine of force and compulsion towards the in- 
dividttal States of the confederacy, even supposing it to be 
sanctioned by the terms of the compact The progress of 
human rights, even in Europe, has interposed public opi- 
nion, to arrest the most despotic powers of the most an- 
cient regal dynasties, embedaed in the tyranny and barba- 
rism of feudal systems, and gothic absolutism. Power 
claimed to be derived from Heaven, or resting on the moss 
covered columns of Rome, or Constantinople, or emerging 
from the glimmer of right, under the vague sanction of a 
charter, has, in every clime been melted by the sun of li- 
berty into- a form in some degree plastic, under the force of 
PUBLIC OPINION. In a government fouaded on rights, and 
not on comptiision, justice and truth, not the edge of the 
sword, is both the arbiter of right, and the blood^ss aven- 
ger of wrong: for a, free government can only be preserved 
by vo/tm/ary submission; and no motive for its preservation 
will be found to exist, when, leaving the moral energies of 
its citizens to look to physical coercion^ the principle of 
cohesion is rejected, for the action of momentary impulsion^ 
which the instant it ceases, is followed by the rebound of 
discord and ruin. But these remarks will only apply to 
the case of States^ not individual citizens; and to ques- 
tions of organic controversy, not legal obligations and 
penalties. 

He watched with peculiar solicitude, the conduct of the 
States, in relation to the revenue system of 1783, by which 
they were required to grant to Congress the power to levy 
imposts^ but which the jealousy of the State of New York 
had reserved to itself^ and was not willing to part with to 
the national government On this subject, he seems to 
have/e// vnth passion, and to have thought with an energy 
and glow, to which, on ordinary questions, he was an utter 
stranger. In a letter written by him in October,. 1785, he 
said, " The war, as you have very justly observed, has ter- 
minated most advantegeoualy for America; and a fair field 
is presented to our view; but I confess to you freely, my 
dear Sir, that I do not think we possess wisdom or justice 
enough to cultivate it properly, lUiberality^ jeedousy and 
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heed policjf, mix too much in all our public councils, for the 
good government of the Union. In a word, the confederal 
tion appears to me to be little more than a shadow without 
the substance; and Congress a nugatory bodj, their ordi- 
nances beins little attended to. To me, it is a solecism in 
politics: indeed, it is one of the most extraordinary things 
m nature, that we should confederate as a nation, and yet 
be afraid to give the rulers of that nation^ who. are the crea- 
tures of our own making, appointed for a limited and short 
duration, &c. By such policy as this the wheels of eo- 
vernment are clogged, and our brightest prospects, and that 
high expectation which was enter^ned of us by the won- 
dering world, are turned into astonishment; and from the 
high ground on which we stood, we are descending into the 
vjUe ef confusion and darkness.'^ 

In answer to a letter from General Lafayette, in 1784, 
Washington thus expressed himself in relation to American 
affairs: ** It is one of the evils of democratic governments, 
that the people, not always seeing^ and frequently misled^ 
must often feel before they act right. But evils of this 
nature seldom fail to work their own cure. It is to be la- 
mented, nevertheless, that the remedies are so slow^ and 
that those who wish to apply Ihem seasonably, are not at- 
tended to before they suffer in person, in interest, and in 
reputation. I am not without hopes that matters will soon 
ta&e a favourable turn in the federal constitution. The 
discerning part of the community have long since seen the 
necessity of giving adequate powers to Congress for national 
purposes, and those of^ a different description, must yield 
to it ere long. " 

These arguments were not conceived with his usual 
acumen; for it was not the want of knowledge, but the de- 
mocratic jealousy of power in the Union, which retarded 
the consummation for which he so devoutly prayed. The 
progress of events soon made this apparent, in the rise of 
two great parties in every State, * which,' as Marshall 
says, ^ were distinctly marked^ and which pursued distinct 
objects with systematic arrangement.* 

One was rigid in justice, strict in public faith, friends to 
a vigorous course of taxation, and an enw'getic Exercise of 
law and power, and striptly opposed to all relaxation of 
principles, as well as considerations of feeling, for individual 
distress, or national weakness. In fine, it embraced every 
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idea and principle, which went to constitute an uistocracj 
1^ virtue and talents^ and on this ground it advocated an 
enlargement of the powers of the federal govemment, com- 
mensurate to the grand object of ^ the dignity and character 
of the nation aluroad, and its interests at home.' < The 
other party,' sajs Marshall, ^marked out for itself a more 
indulgent course. Viewing with extreme tenderness the 
case of the debtor, their efforts were unceasingly directed 
to his relief. To exact a faithful compliance with contracts 
was a measure too harsh to be insisted on, and was one 
which the people Would not bear. Thejr were uniformly in 
favour of relaxing the administration of justice, of affordfing 
facilities for the payment of debts, or of suspending their 
collection, and of remitting taxes. The same course of 
opinion led them to resist every attempt to transfer from 
their own hands into those of Congress, powers which by 
others were deemed essential to the preservation of the 
Union.' 

The latter party constituted a decided majority of the 
People. The former comprehended men of great wealth, 
of political distinction^ and eminent family honours, as well 
as the officers, in general, of the army and navy» 

The contests between these parties now began to rage 
with great animation, whenever the period returned for ine 
annu^ elections of public officers. 

The project for a convention of the St€Ue8, to revise the 
state of the Union, originated with Virginia, in January 
1786, and had its first conception at Mount Vernon, from 
the lips of Washington himself, whose paternal solicitude 
for his country was excited to the highest pitch, by the 
breach of the public faith in the matter of the national debt 
— ^the general embarrassments of the country-^^he confusion 
of political principles, and soverei»i powers— *and last, but 
not'least, the virulence and rage of party conflicts, and jar- 
ring doctrines of tolerant liberty and inflexible justice. 

To which of these parties Washington belonged will be 
seen from an extract from his Letter to the Governors of 
the States, already adverted to^ and which will, at the same 
time, display the causes of their difference, as above detailed 
by Marshall. He says ** The ability of the country to dis- 
charge the debts whicn have been incurred in its defence, is 
not to be doubted; an inclination, I flatter myself, will nol 
be wanting. The pi^th of our duty is plain before us. Ho« 
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nestj will be found, on every experiment, to be the best, 
and onlj true policy. Let us, then, as a nation, be just; 
let us fulfil the public contracts which Congress had un- 
doubtedly a right to make, for the purpose of carrying on 
the war, with the same good faith we suppose ourselves 
bound to perform our private engagements. In the mean 
time, let an attention to the cheerml performance of their 

g roper business as individuals, and as members of society, 
e earnestly inculcated on the citizens of America. Then 
will they strengthen the hands of government^ and be happ»y 
under its protection. Every one will yield the fruit oi his 
labours— every one will enjoy his own acquisitions without 
molestation, and without danger." If tnese views were 
correct, still much allowance ought to be made for those 
who opposed them, when it is considered how recently the 
People had escaped from the oppressive yoke of Britidn; 
and that the power of taxation, and an absolute govern- 
ment, had been the cause of their disruption from the crown 
of England. It was a pardonable error, if an error, to lean 
on the s'de of right, liberty, and ease, in preference to tctx- 
ation, energetic authority , and voluntary impoverishment. 
But this will more fully appear as we proceed in the history 
of the great father of nis country. 

It bavins been settled that the Convention should meet 
in Annapolis, in the month of September, 1786, public 
attention was excited to an intense degree, in every section 
of the Union, upon the subject of its deliberations. Among 
others, Washin^on stood prominent for the boldness of his 
sentiments, ancfthe magnitude of the powers to be vested 
in the Federal Union. In reply to a letter from Mr. /«y, 
he thus expresses himself : — ** Your sentiments that our 
affairs are drawing rapidly to a crisis, accord with my own. 
What the event will be is also beyond the reach of my 
foresight. We have errors to correct^ we have probably 
had too good an opinion of human nature in forming our 
confederation. Experience has taught us that men will not 
adopt and carry into execution measures the best calcutated 
for their own good^ without the intervention of coercive 
POWER. I do not conceive we can exist long as a nation, 
without lodging somewhere a power which will pervade the 
whole Union in as energetic a manner as the authority of 
the State governments extends over the several States. To 
be fearful of investing Congress, constituted as that body 
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i«, with ample authorities for national puq^oges, appears 
to me the verj climax of popular absurdity, and madness. 
Could Congress exert them for the detriment of the people, 
without injuring themselves in an equal or greater propor- 
tion? Are not their interests inseparably connected with 
those of their constituents ?" &c. ** Many are of opinion 
that Congress have too frequently made use of the suppliant 
humble tone of requisition in applications to the States, 
when they had a right to assert their imperial dignity, 
and COMMAND obedience. Be that as it may, requisitions 
are a perfect nullity, where thirteen sovereign, independent 
disunited States, are in the habit of discussing, and refusing 
or complying with them at their option. Requisitions are 
actually little better than a jest and a bye-word throughout 
the land. If you tell the Legislatures they have violated 
the treaty of peace, and Invaded the prerogatives of the 
confederacy, they will laugh in your face. What then is 
to be done r Things cannot go on in the same train forever. 
It is much to be feared, as you observe, that the better kind 
of people, being disgusted with these circumstances, will 
have their minds prepared for any revolution whatever. 
We are apt to run from one extreme into another. To 
anticipate and prevent disastrous contingencies, would be 
the part of wisdom and patriotism. '* 

In the succeeding extract, we behold one of the most 
astonishing proofs of his ardent love of liberty, that reason 
could induce us to look for, or imagination realise in its 
wildest visions of human perfection; and which stamps him 
as inferior to none of tlie great champions of equal rights 
and human liberty. 

** What astonishing changes a few years are capable of 
producing! I am told, that even respectable characters 
speak of a monarchical form of government without horror. 
From thinking proceeds speaking, thence to acting, is often 
but a single step. But, now irrevocable and tremendous! 
what a triumph for our enemies to verify their predictions ! 
what a triumph for the advocates of despotism to find that 
we are incapable of governing ourselves, and that systems 
founded on the basis of equal liberty are merely ideal 
and fallacious! Would to God that wise measures may be 
taken in time to avert the consequences we have but too 
much reason to apprehend. 

*« Retired as I am from the world, I frankly acknowledge 
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I cannot feel mrself an unconcerned spectator. Yet, hav- 
ing happily assisted in bringing the ship into port, and 
having been fairly discharged, it is not my business to em- 
bark again on a sea of troubles. 

" Nor could it be expected that my sentiments and opi- 
nions would have much weight on the minds of my coun- 
trymen. They have been neglected, thourii riven as a last 
legacy in the most solemn manner, I had then, perhaps, 
some claims to public attention. I consider myself as 
having none at present." 

In this last sentiment, the father of his country under- 
rated his own weight of character, and undervalued the 
sagacity and virtue of the people to appreciate his opinions, 
and pay deference to his judgment Like all great minds, 
he was too precipitate in pronouncing judgment on his own 
weight of reputation, and, because the people would not im- 
mediately and implicitly adopt his views, he hastened to 
the unjust conclusion, that he was neglected, and that the 
public no Jonger esteemed the edicts of his genius, or the 
stiggestion of his patriotism. 

The Convention to revise the federal government being 
assembled at Annapolis, it was found that five States only 
had deputed commissioners — ^New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia. Mr* 
Dickerson being appointed president^ they proceeded to the 
discussion of the object of their meeting, but finding their 
powers too limited to arrive at any profitable results, and 
that a minority of the States only were represented, they 
resolved to adjourn without any final action on the subject; 
having agreed to submit reports to their respective States, 
representing the expediency of revising ana extending the 
federal system; for which purpose they recommendedf the 
appointment of deputies by the State Legislatures, to meet 
in Convention in the city of Philadelphia, on the 2d of 
May, 1^87. 

The LegiskUure of Virginia^ in conformity to this re- 
commendation, passed an act for the appointment of depu- 
ties, to assemble in convention at Philadelphia, for the pur- 
poses specified in the report of the Convention at Annapolis. 

Against his wishes, and in opposition to his remon- 
strances, Virginia placed Washington at the head of her 
deputation to the federal convention, for reasons which Mr. 
Madison thus detailed in a letter addressed to him: <* It 
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has-been thought advisable to give this subject $, very so- 
lemn dress, and all the weight which could be dmved from 
a single State. This idea will also be pursued in the se- 
lection of characters to represent yiq^nia in the federal 
convention. You will infer our earnestness on this point, 
from the liberty which will be used of pUcing your name at 
the head of them. How fkr this liberty may correspond 
with the ideas by which you ourfit to be governed, wUl be 
best decided where it must intimately be decided. In 
every event it will assist powerfully in mmrltifig the zeal of 
our l^slature, and its opinioji ot the magnuude of the 
occasion." This appointment, so flattering to the jwide of 
Washington, and so important to the country, he subse- 
quently accepted, after many arguments and ot^ections, all 
of which, however, were wholly detached from the merits 
of the question, or the principles involved in it 

It was certainly a spectacle of a novel character, to be- 
hold the eyes of all men turned towards Washington, in 
this civil crisis of the republic, to take a lead in the Con- 
vention, that was to revise and permanently settle the con- 
stitution of the United States. It was the more singular, 
from the fact, that his education was not scholastic, nor his 
studies in the civil or national law such as to qualify him to 
take a seat on equal pounds with such profound scholars 
and jurists, as Madison, Franklin, Adams, Jeffersoh, 
and others. Yet such was the fact^ that the genius of 
Washington, combined with good sense, mractical kno^w* 
ledge, and much experience, had qualified him for this task 
in a very eminent manner, and had even rmaidered him 
stt]>enor, in some respects, to those who w^e most pre*' 
eminently qualified, in a mechanical sense, to dischairge 
the duties of the important task^ assigned them. 

The fact, however, cannot be concealed, that Washing* 
ton had been in reality ^ the President of the United States, 
during the whole pericid of his militarjr command-congress 
having always acted by his promptings, or under his coun- 
sel and advice f so that his perpetual c<mtact with the civil 
authority, and his influence over its deliberations, invested 
him with power, even ^eater than that of a Roman Dicta- 
tori while it excited his mind to a perpetuid investigation 
of all those great principles, which enter into the formation 
of government, not as a theory, but a practical syHewL, 
where the means proposed w^re to be chosen directly in 
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f eference to th« ends propoBcd to be attained. It is ai a pr^c«' 
tiY»l statesman, that we are to consider Washington?— one 
who derived his knowledge from experience and observa* 
tion, and who paid as little regard to abstract principles, or 
scientific deductions, in devising the means adapted to salu- 
tary ends, as he felt disposed to regard with indifference, 
the study of systems, and the forms of shadows, when the 
substance stood before him, readv to be grasped, and pre- 
pared for all the uses of beneficial application to the go- 
vernment and happiness of mankind. 

Insurrections having broken out in Massachusetts, in all 
the forms of ultra democracy, inimical alike to liberty, law, 
property, peace, and the personal safety of the citizen, 
Washington experienced all the anxiety and solicitude of a 
fond father, for the menaced fate of his beloved country f 
and in a letter to his friend. Colonel Humphries, he thus 
poured forth his feelings, and expressed his fears. **For 
God's sake, tell me," said he, ^^ what is the cause of all 
these commotions? da they proceed from licentiousness, 
British influence disseminated by the tories, or real griev- 
ances which admit of redress? If the latter, why was re- 
dress delayed until the public mind had become so much 
agitated? If the former, why are not the powers of govern- 
ment tried at once? It is as well to be without, as not to 
exercise them* Commotions of this sort, like snow -balls, 
gather strength as they roll, if there is no opposition in the 
w&y to divide -and crumble them. " 

in answer to this, the Colonel thus describes the causes 
of the tumults: '' I believe there are a few real grievances^ 
and also some wicked agents, or emissaries, who have been 
busy in magnifying the positive evils, and fomenting cause- 
less jealousies and disturbances. But it rather appears to 
me, that there is a licentious spirit prevailing among many 
of the people; a levelling principle; a desire of change; and 
a wish to annihilate cdl debts, public and privateJ^^ 

General Knox assigned the same causes to Washington, 
to explain the easteriLinsurrections: '* The insurgents," he 
said, " were chiefly of the young and active part of the 
community, wh«were more easily collected than kept to- 
gether. Desperate and unprincipled, they would probablr 
commit overt acts of treason," &c. * * It is indeed, a fact, " 
he observed, " that high taxes are the ostensible cause of 
the commotion; but that they are the real cause is as far 
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remote from truth, as light is from darkness. The people 
who are the insurgents, have never paid any, or but very 
little taxes. But they see the weakness of government. 
They feel at once their ovm poverty^ compared tvith the opu- 
lent, and their ovm force; and they are aetermined to make 
use of the latter^ in order to remedy the former. Their 
creed is, that the property of the United States has bewi 
protected from confiscation by the joint exertions of all, and 
therefore ought to be common to all. And he that attempts 
opposition to this creed, is an enemy to equity and justice, 
and ought to be swept from the face of the earthJ*^ 

Such were the representations that were made to Wash- 
ington, of the piratical character of the American people^ by 
those high-toned officers of the army, who had access to his 
ear. Such rep'esentations, whether too highly coloured, or 
but faithful pictures of the real state of the popular mind in 
New England^ could not fail to make a deep and painful 
impression on the mind of Washington, and to impregnate 
him with the idea, that the entire democracy of the Union 
was about to apply the hand of pillage to the fortunes of the 
opulent, and the sword of assassination to the throats of the 
virtuous. That his idea of the evil had been extravagantly 
exa^erated by these accounts, appears from some parts of 
his reply to the letter last quoted. ** I feel, my dear Ge- 
neral Knox," says Washington, ^'infinitely more than I 
can express to you, for the disorders which have arisen in 
these States. Good God! who, besides a tory, eould have 
foreseen, or a Briton have predicted them? I do assure 
you, that even at this moment, when I reflect upon the pre- 
sent aspect of our Affairs, it seems to me. like tne visions of 
a dream. My mind can scarcely realise it as a thing in 
actual existence-— so strange, so wonderful does it appear 
to me. In this, as in most other matters, we are too slow. 
When this spirit first dawned, it mi^ht probably have been 
easily checked; but it is scarcely wimin the reach of human 
ken, at this moment, to say when, where, or how it moII 
terminate. There are conAustibles in every State, tg which 
a spark might setfire^^ 

Colonel Lee, a memb^ of Congress, having addressed 
Washington a letter on the same subject, invoking him to 
throw the influence and weight of his personal character in 
the scale opposed to this seditious movement, the General 
ajiswered mm in a straiv sq decidedly in favour of th« 
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ffompt mpplicatkn of coercive meoMurea on the part of the 
Union, tfiat it desenres t© be quqted, aa well for its illus- 
tration of Ws energetic character, as for its analog to re- 
cent movements in the Southern States; and wmch may 
excite regret in some, and exultation in others, that he 
could exhort to so severe, but so just an application of the 
remedy offeree. Still, every opinion he utters is the opi- 
nion of a patriot, a sa^, ^^^ & statesman, and are every 
way worthy of his genius and his fame. 

*' You talk, my good Sir," he writes in his answer to 
Colonel Lee, ^^ of employing influence to appease the pre- 
^sent tumults in Massachusetts. I know not where that 
mfluence is to be founds nor, if attainable, that it would be 
a proper remedy for these disorders. Irtfhtenee is not go- 
vernment. Let us have a government, by which our lives, 
liberties and properties will be secured^ or let us know the 
worst at once. Under these impressions my humble opi- 
nion is, that there is a call for decision. Know precisely 
what the insuraents aim at. If they have real grievances, 
redress them iipossible, or acknowledge the justice of them, 
and your inability to do it in the present moment. If they 
have not, employ the force of government against them at 
once. If this is inadequate, m will be convinced that the 
superstructure is bad, or wan^s sunport.^* 

** These are my sentimeiitlr^ wecedents are dangerous 
things. Let the reins of government then be braced, and 
helawith a steady hand, and every violation of the Consti- 
tution be roDrehended. If defective^ let it he amended^ but 
not auffbred to be trampled upon while it has an existence.'' 

As I consider the developement of the feelings and opi- 
nions of Washington upon this insurrection, to constitute 
the most important p|art of his life, as well as affording to 
the people m the United States, a solemn and instructive 
lesson against the evils of anarchy, and the calamities of 
disunion, I shall pursue the subject to its close, as I feel 
bound to make a solemn appeal to every American, to re- 
ceive the admonitions of W ashington, as a pditical father^ 
whose sole care was the freedom and happiness of tms peo- 
ple, and whose only aim was the untarnished glory and rame 
0f our common country. 

His friend, Colondi Humphries, now addressed him a let- 
ter, in which he thus expressed himself in relation to the 
delicate and critical attitude of Washington. *« In case of 
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civil discordy I have alreadj told you, it was seriously my 
opinion, that you could. not remain neuter^ and that you 
would be obliged^ in self-defence^ to take part on one side 
or the other, or withdraw from the continent Your friends 
are of the same opinion; and I believe you ape convinced, 
that it is impossible to hftve more disinterested or zealous 
friends, than those who have been about your p^erson. '* 

In his reply, the General said, and his sentiments deserve 
to be indelibly engraved upon every heart — "It is with 
the deepest and most heartfelt concern, I perceive by some 
late paragraphs extracted from the Boston papers, that the 
Insurgents of Massachusetts, far from being satisfied with 
the redress offered by their general .court, are still acting in 
open violation of law and government, and have obliged the 
chief magistrate, in a decided tone, to call upon the militia 
of the State, to support the constitution. What, gracious 
Grod! is man, that there should be such inconsistency and 
perfidiousness in his conduct. It is but the other day that 
we were shedding our blood to obtain the constitutions un- 
der which we now live— constitutions of our own choice 
and rmaSdng; and now, we .^u^e unsheathing the sword to 
overturn them. The thing is so unaccountable, that I 
hardly know how to realise it, or to persuade jnyaeU" that 
I am not under the illusion of a dream. " 

BLappily for Washington, the insurrection was quelled by 
a smalfforce of the Boston militia, with little loss of lives, 
and in the course of a few daars.. But its influence on the 
approaching measures of the Federal Convention, was very 
great, as it inclined public opinion to strengthen and en- . 
Wge the powers of the Union. 

The suspicion that Washington favoured a resdrt to 
FORCE, or military power, in preference to enlarging the 
authority of the Union; by a Convention of the States, 
having been propagated to his disadvantage, General Knox, 
who before had dissuaded him from atten^^ as a delegate, 
ROW changed his opinion, and exhorted him to accept the 
appointment of his native State. Knox^ in his letter says: 
** Were you not "to attend the Convention, slander and-ma- 
lice might suggest, that force would he the mast agreeable 
mode of reform to you. When civil commotion rages, no 
purity of <Jharacter, no services however exalted, can afford 
a secure sfaield from the shafts of calumny.^ 

•^^ On the other hand, the unbounded confidence the people 

IS 
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ht^ in reur tried paftriotiMA and imdom, would exceed- 
iagfy ^Ikate the adoptiMi of any hnportaiit alterationa 
tliat mi^t be propofted by a Ccttiveiitioa of which you were 
a HienbeF, and (a» I before hinted) the Presidents* 

lite Convention new net at Phdadelphia, the represen- 
tatives from twelve Statea, having presented themselves, 
Bhode Jhiani onfy having been averse to the scheme. 
Washington bavins been unanimously chosen PreHdenty 
they immediately, with closed doors, began to prosecute the 
great and important sute^t of Iheir congregation. 

On 1^ im of September, iraz, the Convention was^ 
proeli^med to tl^ people, accompanied by a resolution^ that 
Ute fruit of th^r labours should l»e « laid before the United 
9tate» » Congress assembled^' and should afterwards- be 
^submitted! to a convention of delegates chosen in each 
State hw the pe<»ple thereof, unc^P the recommendati<Kn of 
its Legfs^ture^ wr their assent imd ratification-^ts ratifr- 
ctttion by nine States being required as the c<mdition of its 
going mto op^tion* 

Tne Constitution, thu« fhnnied^ was transmitted by 
Washington' to Congress^ in a letter widtten by him, in 
which it was said te be << tiie result of a spirit of anntf, and 
of that mutual deference and concession, which the peculi- 
arity of their political situation- rendered indispensable." 
^' Tnat it wilt meet the full and entire a]^obation of every 
State,'* he continued, ^^is net, perhaps, to foe expected; 
but each will doubtlese consider, that had ker ifUertata been 
i»bme eonsuUedt the consec^uences might have been, particu- 
larly disagreeable or injurious to others. That it is liable 
to as few exceptions as could reasonably have been ex- 
pected, we hope and beHevef that it may pomote tiie last- 
ing wel^re of that country so dear to lis all, and secure hw 
^^ee^m and happiness, is our most ardent wish. " 

It may sei^j be alleged, when we consider the vast dis- 
parity of views^ discrepancy of principles, and discordancy 
of feeling, which prevailed m the convention, that its. adop- 
tion was chieij- owing to the personal influence and politi- 
cal weight of ctuo-aeter which* on the score of wisdom, 
pttrky, and patriotism, attached to the presence of Wctsh^ 
mgton^ who, soaring above all impul^tion of party^ or 
undue bias, reposed on the broad doctrines of nationalr hap*- 
pine&s, political liberty, and united ic^ependence. Tins. 
idea is fortified and confirmed by the strenuous opposition 
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made te it hj those who constitated the d^nocratic pha- 
lanx, and who advocated the unimpaired sovereignty of the 
States, and a constitution based on the principle of a Union 
of hidependent Nations, in each of whom the soTereirn 
power shonld reside without abatement or deduction. By 
these, the apprehension was cherished, that the cradle of 
the federal constitution would prove . ^ the grave of repub- 
lican liberty.' Ddiusion and fallacy could extend no further. 
It was mainly on this ground of < State Sovereignty^^ 
that the constitution reported by the convention, was op- 
posed on the part of soihe of the States; and that parties* 
arrayed against federal power, entered warmly into the 
discussion of its merits, in the interim between its )>romul- 

fttion Inr the convention, and its ratification by the States. 
o elucidate its merits, and enforce and illustrate its vir- 
tues, three of the most distinguished friends of Washing- 
ton, noted for their political acumen, profound knowledge 
»f jurisprudence, power of argument, and force of style, 
united their labours, in a series of papers, under the title of 
the ^^ Federalist;" the joint production of Alexander 
Hamilton^ John Jay, and James Madison; whilst, on the 
side of State sovereignty, popular rights, and limited go- 
vernment, were arrayed the powerful • pens of the great 
champions of democracy: each party straining every nerve 
to prevent, or secure its ratification by the States. 

Here, again, the weight and infliience of Wa^hington^i 
character secured a result,, which, without the authority of 
his name, and the magic power of his virtues, could not 
have been produced; for there is conclusive reason to be- 
lieve, that had the Stcde Conventions been left purely to the 
naked merits of the Constittitionj the ratification by the 
number of States required to o;ive it effisct, could not have 
been obtained. Even Marshall is constrained to admit, that 
in some of the adopting States, a majority of the people 
were in opposition to it, and wore only brousht to acquiesce 
in its provisions, from a just dread of the calamitous conse- 
quences of a dismemberment of the Union, rather than from 
an approbation of the instrument which had been submitted 
for tneir sanction; and from a deference to the character 
of Washington, which no other man could have inspired. 

The parties that divided on this momentous question, 
never afterwards reunited. The controversy was waged 
with warmth, and, in some cases, conducted with acrimony; 
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but where feelings were pot embittered^ convictions became 
only more strengthened by opposition | and the causes of 
difirerence, residing in a radical disparity of condition jLnd 
fortune, or an equally insuperable inequality of views, in- 
tellect and reason-; the minority, though vanquished, still 
remained unconvinced^ and, holding with all the tenacity of 
right, to opinions which they conceived founded in justice, 
and sanctified by liberty, they waited in patience, to fight 
over the same battle on another field.; resolved never to re- 
linquish that sovereignty of the States, which they deemed 
essential to freedom, but to vindicate their opinions by 
concentrating the suffrages of the people upon those candi- 
dates, who would favour anti-federal doctrines, and thus 
effectually nullify a constitution in practice^ which they 
wanted moral force to resist in theory. Thus 'became per- 
petuated those embittered feuds of the two parties, denomi- 
nated Federal and Democratic; one clinging, under the 
guarantee of the constitution, to the supreme power of the 
Union, and the other tenaciously contending tor a relaxed 
government and State sovereignty, by popular appeals to the 
people, and a rally of democracy at the polls. 

Although every American must always bow with reve- 
rence before this monument of human wisdom,. and rational 
liberty, yet, 'while we admire the beauty of its structure, 
the harmony of its parts, and the grandeur of the whole 
edifice, we may be permitted to lament, that its framers 
should have omitted to devise so essential a part of its or- 
ganisation, as a TRIBUNAL explicitly as well as fiilly author- 
ised and empowered to decide, in the last resort^ jon ques- 
tions of doubtful powers exercised by the Union and the 
States; and without which final power in some tribunal, the 
States and the Union have been left to be the interested 
judges of the extent of their respective rights, powers, and 
sovereignties. This organic defect is the more to be de- 
plored, as no occasion happenedf during the administration 
of Washington, to enable nim to^ civ^ me weight of his tes- 
timony on so fundamental a question? the western insurrec- 
tion not being an analogous case, but a mere oppusnation 
of individuals to laws acknowledged on all hands to be con- 
stitutionally ^enacted * The ^eat defect of the constitution 

• This 18 admitted by Mr. JWflferson himself! See Letter to Madi- 
son, -quoted in Life c^ Jefferson^ 
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being, that when a power exercised by the federal gOTem- 
ment is denied to be authorised bj mat instrument, bj a 
sovereign State, there is no tribunal to which to appeal, to 
Settle the controversy — ^the functions of the Supreme Court 
onlj extending to laws made in pursuanoe of the constitu^ 
turn; thus leaving the States to decide in Convention, 
against laws, which may not be clearly and fully warranted 
by the letter of the federal compact. Some consolation for 
this omission, however, is to be found in the fact, that the 
number of such unauthorised laws must ever be rare, whilst 
the people remain virtuous, their rulers honest, and the 
press free and untrammelled. 

Eleven states having ratified the constitution in 1788, 
measures were put in preparation to carry its provisions 
into effect. North Carolina and Rhode Island dissented, 
and New York reluctantly concurred. 

It is impossible to doubt, that we are indebted to the 
ereat virtues, and unequalled poj)ularity of Washington, 
ror the formation, as well as the ratification of the federal 
constitution. 

Under a conviction of this fact, no sooner was the new 
political system about to be arranged into practice, than 
public attention became rivetted to Washington, as the 
first President of the United States. His valour, wisdom, 
prudence, and virtues, had achieved our independence, 
when, without him, it must, in all probability, have failed. 
His wisdom, perseverance, patriotism, and influence, had 
secured us a national constitution, when, without him, 
we should have broken into fragments, and sunk into anar- 
chy and confusion: and it was but a just and rational de- 
duction from' these premises, that he alone, so pre-eminent 
for his virtues, and so distinguished for his triumphs, both 
civic and military, could be placed in the chair without 
exciting the clamour of party, or giving birth to the invidi- 
ousness of envy | for, to no party, but to that of his country^ 
did he belong; and whatever differences mi^ht prevail 
amone the people, or the leaders, it never -impaired the un- 
bounded confiaence of the former in his patriotism, or pro- 
voked the malice of the latter, to question his motives: and, 
such a president was demanded as well by the friends as 
by the opponents of the new system, that its excellences 
mi^t be developed with his sluU and firmness, or its de- 
fects, if any, arrested and supplied by his wisdom, mode- 
ration, and virtue. 
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Another consideration of great and potent weight, like- 
wise pointed to him, on this occasion, as Uie individual best 
qualined to carry into practice, the untried provisions of 
the new constitution: and this was, his intimacy with the 
designs, intentions, and meaning of the convention that 
formed it; and which his official situation as President of it, 
enabled him so fully to understand, and qualified him so 
admirably to administer, in his favourite branch oi practi- 
cal jurisprudence. Other considerations, too, had their 
weight, which were not easily defined, or specially referable 
to any one peculiar trait of his gigantic character, but 
which arose from the general grandeur of his lofty and tow- 
ering virtues, which soared above all the common features 
of human frailty; and which pointed to him, with instinc- 
tive judgment, such as we feel towards the colossal statues 
of the gods, as the best, qualified to control the destinies of 
mankind. Universal veneration, universal love, universal 
confidence, the feelings, the judgment, and the wisdom of 
men, all pointed to Washington, the untutored hero of the 
new world, as the first who should exercise the power of 
President of the United States, 

Having avowed his determination no longer to endure the 
cares of public life, the first effort of his friends, was to 
wean him from his retirement, and persuade him to cora- 
plete the splendid work which he had thus far perfected — 
the FOUNDATION OF THE REPUBLIC ! For this purpose, those 
who stood highCist in his esteem, and possessed the most 
influence over his mind, importuned him yet to sacrifice 
for the public good, and the glory of his country. His 
friend, Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, thus addressed him: 
'* We cannot do without you, and I, and thousands more, 
can explain to any body but yourself, why we cannot do 
without you." Governeur Morris wrote: *'I have ever 
thought, and have ever said, that you must be the Presi- 
dent; no other man can fill that oftioe. No other man can 
draw forth the abilities of our country into the various de- 
partments of civil life. You, alone, can awe the insolence 
of opposing factions, and the greater insolence of assuming 
adherents. I say nothing of foreign powers, nor of their 
ministers; with these last you will nave some plague. As 
to your feelings on this * occasion, they are, I know, both 
deep and affecting5 you embark property most precious, on 
a most tempestuous ocean; for, as you possess the highest 
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reputatioii, 90 you expose it to the perilous chance of popu- 
lar opinion. On the' other hand, jou will, I firml j expect, 
enjoy the inexhaustible felicity of contributing to the hap- 
piness of all your countrymen^ You will become Che father 
of more than three miltionB of children; and while your 
bosom glow« with parental tenderness, in theirs, or at 
least in a majority of them, you will excite the dutious 
sentiment of filial affection. This, I repeat it, is what I 
firmly expect; and my views are not directed by that en- 
thusiasm which your public character has impressed on the 
public mind. JSnthtisiasm is generally short-sighted, and 
too often blind. I form my conclusions from those talents 
and virtues which the world believes, and which your friends 
know you possess." 

Other and stron^r letters from his friends in different 
sections of the Union, pressed him to the same point; and, 
among other reasons urged by his friend Colonel Lee, was 
the apprehension* that the rally of the enemies of the con-' 
stitution, making in the several States, in opposition to the 
new system, would certainly prove but too successfiil, 
were any other less popular character placed in the Presi- 
dential chair. 

In his reply to the letter of Colonel Lee, General Wash- 
ington observed, ** Your observations on the solemnity of 
the crisis, and its application to myself^ bring before me 
subjects of the most momentous and interesting nature. In 
our endeavours to establish a new -general government, the 
contest, nationally considered, seems not to have been so 
much for glory as existence. It was for a long time doubt- 
ful whether we were to survive as an independent republic, 
or decline from our federal dignity into insignificant and 
wretched fragments of empire. The adoption of the consti- 
tution so extensively, and with so liberal an acquiescence 
on the part of the minorities in general, promised the for- 
mer; but lately the circular letter of New York has mani- 
fested, in my apprehension, an unfavourable, if not an insi- 
dious tendency, to a contrary policy. I still hope for the 
best; but before you mentioned it, I could not help fearing 
it would serve as a standard to which the disaffected might 
resort. It is now evidently the part of all honest men, 
who are friends to the new constitution, to endeavour to 
pvc it a chance to disclose its merits and defects, by carry- 
ing it fairly into effect, in the first instance. 
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<< The principal topic of jour letter is, to me, a point of 
great delicacy indeed, insomuch that I can scarcely, without 
some impropriety, touch upon it. In the firat place, the 
event to which you allude, may never happen, among other 
reasons, because, if the partiality of my fellow citizens con> 
ceive it to be a mean by which the sinews of the new go^ 
vernment would be strengthened, it will, of consequence, 
be obnoxious to those who are in opposition to it, many of 
whom, unquestionably, will be placed among the electors. 

^^ This consideration alone would supersede the expe- 
diency of announcing any definitive and irrevocable reso- 
lution. You are among the small number of those who 
know my invincible attachment to domestic life, and that 
my sincerest wish is to continue in the enjoyment of it solely 
until my final hour. But the world would be neither so 
well instructed, nor so candidly disposed, as to believe me 
to be uninfluenced by sinister motives in case any circum- 
stance should render a deviation from the line of conduct I 
had prescribed for myself indispensable. Should the con- 
tingency you suggest take place, and (for argument sake 
alone let me say) should my unfeigned reluctance to accept 
the office be overcome by a deference for the reasons and 
opinions of my friends, might I not, after the declarations 
I have made, (and heaven knows they were made in the 
sincerity of my heart,) in the judgment of the impartial 
world, and of posterity, be chargeable with levity and in- 
consistency, it not with rashness and ambition ? Nay, far- 
ther, would there not even be some apparent foundation 
for tiie two former charges P Now, justice to myself, and 
tranquillity of conscience require that I should act a part, 
if not above imputation, at least capable of vindication^ Nor 
will you conceive me to be too solicitous for reputation. 
Though I prize as I ought the good opinion of my fellow 
citizens, yet, if I know myself, I would not seek or retain 
popularity at the expense of one social duty, or moral vir- 
tue. While doing what my conscience informed me was 
right, as it respected my Giod, my country, and myself, I 
could^ despise all the party clamour and unjust censure 
ivhich must be expected from some whose personal enmity 
might be occasioned by their hostility to the government. 
I am conscious that I fear alone to give any real occasion 
for obloquy, and that I do not dread to meet with unme- 
rited reproach. And, certain I am, wh^usoeyer I shall be 
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Gonvinced the good of my country requires my reputation 
to be put in risque, regard for my own fame will not come 
in competition with an object of so much magnitude." 

<^ If I declined the task, it would be upon quite another 
principle. Notwithstanding my advanced season of life» 
my increasing fondness for agricultural amusements, and 
my growing love of retirement, augment and confirm my 
decided predilection for the character of a private citizen, 
yet, it will be no one of these motives, nor the hazard to 
which my former reputation might be exposed, or the terror 
of encountering new fatigues and troubles, that would deter 
me from an acceptance; but, that a belief that some other 
person, who had less pretence, and less inclination te be 
excused, could execute all the duties full as satisfactorily 
as myself. To say more, would be indiscreet, as a disclo- 
sure of a refusal l>eforehand, might incur the application ef 
the fable, in which the fox is represented as undervaluing 
the grapes he could not reach. Y ou will perceive, my dear 
Sir, by what is here observed (and which you will be pleased 
to consider in the light of a confidential commumcation) 
thsit my inclinations will dispose and decide me to remain 
as I am, unless a clear and insurmountable conviction 
should be impressed on my mind, that some very disagree- 
able consequences must, in all human probability, result 
from the indulgence of my wishes." 

His friend. Colonel Hamilton, having joined in a similar 
solicitation, Washington responded in the same manner, 
repeating the sentiments that he had uttered to Mr. Morris. 

In answer to a letter from General Lincoln, on the same 
subject, he thus expressed himself, in language so earnest, 
and feeling so intense, as to leave no room for a suspicion, 
that he sincerely desired to escape further honours, and 
repose amidst the tranquil shades of his plai^tation. ^< I 
would willingly pass over in silence, that part of your let- 
ter, in which you mention the persons who are candidates 
for the two first offices in the executive, if I did not fear 
the omission might seem to betray a want of confidence. 
Motives of delicacy have prevented me hitherto from con- 
versing, or writing on this subject, whenever I could avoid 
it with decency. I may, however, with great sincerity, 
and, I believe, without offendinff' against modesty, or pro- 
priety, say to yoti, that I most neartily wish the choice to 
which you allude, might not fall upon me, and that if it 

K 
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should, I must reserve to myself the right of making up my 
final decision, at the last moment, when it can be brought 
into one view, and when the expediency or inexpediency of 
a refusal can be more judiciously determined than at pre- 
sent. But, be assured, my dear Sir, if, from any induce- 
ment, I shall be persuaded ultimately to accept, it will not 
be (so far as I know my own heart) from any of a private 
or personal nature. Every personal consideration conspires 
to rivet me (if I may use tne expression) to retirement. At 
my time of life,* and under my circumstances, nothing in 
this world can ever draw me from it, unless it be a conviC' 
fionthat the partiality of my countrymen had made my ser- 
vices absolutely necessary, joined to nfear that my refusal 
might induce a belief that I preferred the conservation of 
my own reputation and private ease to the good of my coun- 
try. After all, if I should conceive myself in a manner 
constrained to accept, I call heaven to witness, that this very 
act would be the greatest sacrifice of my personal feelings 
and wishes, that ever I have been called upon to make. It 
would be to forego repose and domestic enjoyment for 
trouble, perhaps for public obloquy: for, I should consider 
myself as entering upon an unexplored field enveloped on 
every side with clouds and darkness. 

*' From this embarrassing situation, I had naturally sup- 

Eosed, that my declarations at the close of the war would 
ave saved me; and, that my sincere intentions, then pub- 
licly made known, would have effectually precluded me 
forever afterwards, from being looked upon as a candidate 
for any office. This hope, as a last anchor of worldly hap- 
piness in old age, I had still carefully preserved, until the 
public papers and private letters from my correspondents 
in almost eyery quarter, taught me to apprehend that I 
might soon be obliged to answer the question, whether I 
would go again into public life or not?" 

In his answer to an epistle from Lafayette, pressing him 
to the same noint, he repeats the same sentiments, with this 
addition: " Nothing short of a conviction of duty will in- 
duce me again to take an active part in public affairs. Ai^d, 
in that case, if I can form a plan for my own conduct, my 
endeavours shall be unremittingly exerted (even at the 
hazard of former fame or present popularity) to extricate my 

•Only 57!!! 
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country from the embarrassments in which it is entangled, 
through want of credit^ and to establish a general system of 
policy, which, if pursued, will ensure permanent felicity to 
the conunonwealtn. I think I see a path, as clear and as 
direct as a ray of light, which leads to the attainment of that 
object. Nothing but harmony, honesty, industry, and 
FRUGALITY, are necessary to make us a great and happy 
people. Happily, the present posture of affairs, and the 
prevailing disposition of my countrymen, promise to co- 
operate in establishing those four great and essential pillars 
of public felicity/' 

At length, the elections for Electors of President and 
Vice-President, under the new constitution, took place; and 
on the 6th of April, 1789, the votes were opened, and 
counted in the Senate, when ii appeared, mat George 
Washington was unanimously elected President of the 
United States by the people, and John Adams Vice-Presi- • 
dent, to serve for four years from the 4th of March, 1789. 

When we consider the animosity of parties, the great 
proportion of the people who were already arrayed under 
the banners of the anti -federalists, and the violent efforts 
which were made to depress the first movement of the new 
constitution, it will excite some surprise, that even the 

treat popular weight of Washington's character, should 
ave frowned down all opposition to him; and tliat the 
people of so immense and diversified a tract of country, 
should have united without a dissenting voice among the 
electors, in conferring upon him the supreme executive 
power of the Union! 

As affording some evidence of the reluctance with which 
he consented to assume this new dimity, and as illustrative 
of that modesty and diffidence which were natural to his 
great mind, I shall quote an extract from one of his letters 
to General Knox, upon the subject of his elevation to office* 
<* I feel for those members of the new Congress, who, hith- 
erto, have given an unavailing attendance at the theatre of 
action. For myself, the delay may be compared to a rC'- 
prieve; for, in confidence, I tell you (with the wor/d it 
' would obtain little credit) that my movements to the chair 
of government will be accompanied by feelinss not unlike 
ihose of a culprit who is going to the place of nis execution; 
8o unwilling am I in the evening of life^ nearly consumed 
in public Pdri^ tQ ijuit a peaceful abode for an ocean of 
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difficulties, without that competency of political skilly dbili^ 
ties, and inclinations, which are necessary to manage the 
helm. I am sensible that I am embarking the voice of the 
people, and a good name of mj own on this voyage; but 
what returns will be made for them, Heaven alone can fore- 
tell. Integrity and firmness are all I can promise; these, 
be the voyage long or short, shall never forsake me, although 
I may be deserted by all men; for, of the consolations which 
are to be derived from these, under any circumstances, the 
world cannot deprive me.'' 

His election was announced to him at Mount Vernon, on 
the 14th of April, ir89, by Charles Thompson, Secretary of 
the late Congress; and two days after, he set out to assume 
the duties of government, accompanied by Mr. Thompson 
and Colonel Humphreys. In his diary, he has thus de- 
scribed his feelings upon this eventful occasion: '* About 
ten o'clock, I bade adieu to Mount Vernon, fo private life, 
and to domestic felicity, and, tvith a mind oppressed with 
more anxious and painful sensations than I have words to 
express, set out for New York, in company tvith Mr, Thomp- 
son^ and Colonel Humphreys, with the best dispositions to 
render service to my country, in obedience to its call, hut 
with less hope of answering its expectations. " 

With every disposition to appreciate the merit of the sa- 
crifice which Washington, on this occasion, made of his 
private ease to his public duty, I must confess that the en- 
comiums which have been so profiisely lavished upon this 
act of his life, do not seem fully warranted hj the real 
nature of the case. Whatever may have been his motives, 
and we acknowledge them to have Deen both lofty and pure, 
still, as it must be considered as the crowning act of his 
glory, which was to consummate his fame, and hand him 
down to posterity, equal, if not superior, to Solon,Lycurgus, 
Alfred, and Constantine, as the founder, of an empire, and 
the father of his country, the sacrifice was not so great, on 
a final, as an immediate view of it. A laudable and virtuous 
ambition was to be gratified, by the greatest acquisition of 
vast and unbounded renown. Heretofore, the fame of a 
soldier had glittered on his brow, and wreathed his helmet 
with imperishable laurels; but the reputation of the States- 
man haa not been his; and although the labour and peril of 
carrying out into practice the new features of an untried 
government were great, yet the credit and glory of success. 
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were proportionably enhanced, and promised the greatest 
reward, in the applau£^e and affection of unborn millions, 
to which human virtue ever could attain. At the same time^ 
we are bound to believe, that his reluctance to undertake 
the arduous task was sincere; and that his diffidence in his 
ability to perform it, was the unaffected effusion of a modest 
and upright heart, and a mind too great not to be humble. 
On his way to New York, various public marks of respect 
and affection^ strewed lus path with flowers, and solaced 
him for his sacrifice of privacy to the public weal. A vo- 
lunteer escort conducted him into Alexandria, where a pub- 
lic dinner was prepared to greet him, and where an address, 
replete with just encomium and sincere attachment, was 
presented, to which he responded with hi^ characteristic 
modesty. At Georgetown, the same testimonial of public 
confidence awaited him^ and at Philadelphia^ the splendour 
of his reception partook of the pomp of a Roman triumph^ 
and the magnificence of a modern coronation. The city was 
illuminated, and its streets thronged with a dense mass of 
people, who had been attracted from all the surrounding 
country. At Trenton^ the same demonstration of a nation's 
joy and pride, surrounded him with honours that he blushed 
to receive, and would fain have dispensed with; but the sex 
best beloved by man, stood in his path to do homage to the 

giatriot, strewing his way with flowers, and twining his 
rows with laurel. On the bridge over which he passed, a 
triumphant arch was erected, embellished with laurels, and 
adorned with festoons of flowers, supported by thirtej^ii 
PILLARS, each entwined with wreaths of undying verduref 
while on the front of the arch was emblazoned, in gpldea 
letters, this inscription: 

*' THE DEFENDER OF THE MOTHERS 

^ILL BE THE 

PROTEOTOR OF THE DAUGHTERS^^ 

besides various devices and dates, illustrative of his vir- 
tues, or commemorative of his victories. Here he was met 
by a procession of matrons, leading their daughters dressed 
in white garments, who, as he approached^ greeted him by 
chauntinsr the following odet 

K2 
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1. 

"Welcome mighty Chief once more 
Welcome to this grateful shore; 
Now no mercenary foe 
Aims ag^n the fatal blow. 
Aims at theb, the fatal blow. 

• 2. 

Virgins fair, and matrons graye. 
Those thy conquering arms did saye. 
Build for thbb triumphal bowers; 
Strew, ye hJr, his way with flowers. 
Strew your Hero's way with flowers,** 

When he arrived at Brunswick, he was joined by the 
Gk>yemor of New York, who escorted him to Elizabethtown 
Point. On the road, he was met by the committee of Con- 

fress, who conducted him, with great military pomp, to the 
^oint, where he embarked for New York, in a beautiful 
barge of thirteen oars, manned by thirteen branch pilots. 

In his private journal, Washmgton thus describes his 
reception, and the sensations it inspired: ** The display of 
boats which attended and joined on this occasion, some with 
vocal and others with instrumental music on board, the 
decorations of the ships, the roar of cannon, and the loud 
acclamations of the people, which rent the sky as I passed 
along the wharves, nlled my mind with sensations as pain- 
ful (contemplating the reverse of this scene, which may be 
the case, after all my labours to do good,) as they were 
pleasing." 

Having been landed at Murray's wharf, on the £3d of 
April, he proceeded to the apartments that had been pro- 
vided for him, where his reception by foreisn ministers, 
Sublic bodies, and political characters, exceeded in splen- 
our the pomp of courts, and eclipsed in sincerity the pro- 
fessions ot sycophants. At night, the citj was brilliantly 
illuminated. 

All this display of attachment, blended with adulation, 
did not, however, affect with arrogance the well -poised 
mind of Washington, who beheld in the public enthusiasm 
only a fresh stimulus to serve his country, and who heard 
in the music of flattery, no sound but that wluch inflamed 
him with the ambition of true glory. 

The eulogy bestowed on him by Mr. Adams, on the day 
that he tookhis seat in the Senate, as Vice President of the 
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United States, is too happilj conceive, eloquentij ex- 
pressed, and justly meritea, not to be quoted in this place. 

Mr. Adams said, '^It is with satisfaction that I congra- 
tulate the people of America on the formation of a national 
constitution, and the fair prospect of a consistent adminis- 
tration of a government of laws^ on the acquisition of a 
House of Representatives, chosen by themselves; of a Se- 
nate thus composed by their own State Legislatures; and on 
the prospect of an Executive authority^ in the hands of one» 
whose portrait I shall not presume to draw. Were I blessed 
with powers to do justice to his character, it would be im- 
possible to increase the confidence or affection of his coun- 
try, or make the smallest addition to his glory. This can 
only be effected by a discharge of the present exalted trust 
on the same principles, with the same abilities and virtues, 
which have uniformly appeared in all his former conduct, 
public or private. May 1, nevertheless, be indulged to in* 
quire, if we look over the catalogue of the first magistrates 
of nations, whether they have been denominated Presidents 
or Consuls, Kings or Princes, where shall we find one, 
whose commanding talents and virtues, whose overruling 
good fortune, have so completely united all hearts and 
voices in his favour? — who enjoyed the esteem and admira- 
tion of foreign nations, and fellow-citizens, with equal 
unanimity? qualities so uncommon, are no common bless- 
ings to the country that possesses them. By these great 
qualities, and their benign effects, has Providence marked 
out the head of this nation, with a hand so distinctly visible, 
as to have been seen by all men, and -mistaken by none." 

As the^ra^ President of the United States, whose actions 
and policy, measures and deportment, were to become as 
precedents to all future generations, the conduct of Wash- 
in^on, in the most minute and trifling particular, became a 
tumect of special interest, as well as curious observation, 
ana much importance^ Among his domestic regulations, was 
that which prescribed the forms of intercourse between the 
President and the people, in the institution of Levees^ and 
Levee days, appropriated for receiving visits of friendship, 
curiosity, or courtesy. A letter from one of his friends, 
stating tiie public clamour which this imitation of the cw*- 
Urnis of Kings had given rise to, received from Washington 
the following explanatory reply: " While the eyes of Ame*- 
rica^ perhaps of the world, are turned to this government. 
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and many are watchingthe movements of a]l those ivhoare 
concerned in its administration, I should like to be in- 
formed, through so good a medium, of the public opinion of 
both men and measures, and of none more than myself; not 
so much of what may be thought commendable parts, if any, 
of my conduct, as of those which are conceived to be of a 
different complexion. The man who means to commit no 
wrong, will never be guilty of enormities, consequently can 
never be unwilling to learn what are ascribed to him as 
foibles. If they are really such, the knowledge of them in 
a well disposed mind, will go half way towards a reform. 
If they are not errors, he can explain, and justify the mo- 
tives of his actions. " 

^^ At a distance from the theatre of action, truth is not 
always related without embellishment, and sometimes is 
entirely perverted, from a misconception of the causes which 
produced the effects that are the subjects of censure. " 

^^This leads me to think that a system which I found it 
indis{)ensably necessary to adopt upon my first coming to 
this city, might have undergone severe strictures, and have 
had motives very foreign from those that governed me, 
assigned as causes thereof. I mean, first, returning no 
visits: second, appointing certain days to receive them ge- 
nerally (not to the exclusion however of visits on any other 
days under .particular circumstances); and third, at first 
entertaining no company, and afterwards (until I was unable 
to entertain any at all) confining it to ofiBicial characters. A 
few days evinced the necessity of the two first in so clear 
a point of view, that had I not adopted it, I should have 
been unable to have attended to any sort of business, unless 
I had applied the hours allotted to rest and refreshment to 
this purpose; for, by the time I had done breakfast, and 
thence until dinner,* and afterwards until bed -time, I could 
not get relieved from the ceremony of one visit before I had 
to attend to another. In a word, I had no leisure to read, 
or to answer the despatches that were pouring in upon me 
from all quarters. " 

"Before the custom was established, which now accom- 
modates foreign characters, strangers, and others, who, from 
motives of curiosity, respect to the chief magistrate, or any 
other cause, are indUcea to call upon me, I was unable to 
attend to any business whatsoever; for gentlemen, con- 
sulting their own convenience rathta: than mine, were call- 
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ing from the time I rose from breakfast, often before, until 
I sat down to dinner. This, as I resolved not to neglect my 
public duties, reduced me to the choice of one of these alter- 
natives—either to refuse them altogether^ or to appropriate 
a time for the reception of them. The first would, I well 
knew, be disgusting to many; the latter, I expected, would 
Undergo animadversion from those who would find fault 
With or without cause. To please every body was impos- 
sible. I therefore adopted that line of conduct which com- 
bined public advantage with private convenience, and 
which, m my judgment, was unexceptionable in itself." 

** These visits are optional. They are made without 
invitation. Between the hours of three and four, every 
Tuesday, I am prepared to receive them. Gentlemen, 
often in great numbers, come and go, chat with each other, 
and act as they please; a porter shows them into the 
room, and they "retire from it when they choose, and with- 
out ceremony; at their first entrance, they salute me, and I 
them; and as many as I can talk to, I do. What pomp there 
is in all this, I am unable to discover. Perhaps it consists 
in not sitting. To this, two reasons are opposed: first, it is 
unusual; secondly, (which is a more substantial one^ because 
I have no room large enough to contain a third of tne chairs 
which would be sufficient to admit it. If it is supposed that 
ostentation, or the fashions of courts, (which, by the bye, I 
believe originate oftener in convenience, not to say neces- 
sity, than is generally imagined) gave rise to this custom, I 
will boldly affirm, that no supposition was ever more erro- 
neous; for, were I to indulge my inclinations, every mo- 
ment that I could withdraw from the fatigues of my station, 
should be spent in retirement. That they are not, proceeds 
from the sense I entertain of the propriety of giving to every 
one free access, as consists with that respect which is due 
to the chair of government; and that respect, I conceive, is 
neither to be acquired, or preserved, but by maintaining a 
just medium between much state and too great familiarity." 

" Similar to the above, but of a more familiar and sociable 
kind, are the visits every Friday afternoon, to Mrs. Wash- 
ington, where I always am. lliese public meetings, and a 
dinner once a week, to as many as my table will hold, with 
the references to and from the diflferent departments of 
State, and other communications with all parts of the 
Union5 is as much, if not more, than I am able to undergo; 
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for I have already had within a year, two severe attacks; 
the last worse than the first — a third, it is more than pro- 
bable, will put me to sleep with my fathers." 

I have thus given, in the words of Washington himself, 
his reasons for instituting those ceremonies and forms, 
which gave such deep offence to the republicans of the day; 
which reasons certainly appear conclusive, as far as he was 
concerned} but another question remains, whether, in the 
hands of a chief less virtuous^ and more €iTnbitiou8, they 
might not be made the gradual instruments of a change of 
government to monarchy? He seems to have overlooked 
ue fact, that he was establishing pr£<:;£D£nts for poste- 
B.ITT, and not regulating forms for his own convenience: so, 
that the error in his reasoning, arose from his virtue; his 
modesty and diffidence not permitting him to give sufficient 
importance to his own doings, which, as the first President 
o/" the Republic^ were to become, in after times, the moral 
taws of an empire boundless in extent, and stupendous in 

Sower. Let it not be said, that too much importance has 
een attached to this matter* Ma ' ners and ceremonies are 
intimately connected with, and materially influence the 
principles of liberty, and the rights of the citizen; and it is 
ever a salutary symptom, to see the people jealous of the 
deportment oi their governors, though, as in the case of 
Washington, their governors may be totally innocent of 
any design on their liberties, by the introduction of forms 
obnoxious to their pride, and sense of equality. 

Washington was inaugurated on the 30th of April, 1789, 
when he addressed both houses of Congress, in a speech, 
which, for sound views, orthodox principles,pious sentiments, 
and comprehensive plans, will ever remain an adi^ired mo- 
nument. It was not, however, so pleasing to see the two 
houses imitate the adulation of the British Parliament, by 
voting an address, which was the mere echo of the speech: 
that the praises they contained were fuUy merited^ is no 
apolo^ for a custom, which had its European origin in 
sycophancy, and became perpetuated by corruption. 

Plans for the or^anizatipn of the new government were 
now to be devised by the Congress; and protracted debates 
ensued between the two parties that respectively inclined 
towards a strongs and a relaxed government — a limited 
exercise, or a plenary endowment of power. I shall notice, 
in this place, only those two great points^ which seemed 
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equally important^ whether the President possessed the 
power of removal from office without the consent and con^ 
currence of the Senate. On the bill ^ to establish an execu- 
tive department, to be denominated the Department of lb' 
reign Jiffmrs, in the committee of the whole House, Mr. 
White moved to strike out the clause which declared the 
Secretary to be removable by the President, on the ground 
that the power of removal was necessarily incident to that 
of appointment; and, as the Senate possessed a conjoint 
power of making appointments, that body must, in like 
manner, «hare in the power of removal. 

In the course of debate, the following arguments were 
used : — ** If the constitution gave the power to the Presi- 
dent, a repetition of the ^ant in an act of Congress was 
nugatory — if the constitution did not give it, the attempt to 
enforce it by law was improper — ^if it belonged conjointly 
to the President and Senate, the House of Representatives 
should not attempt to abridge the constitutional preroga- 
tive of the other branch of the Legislature. However this 
might be, they were clearly of opinion that it was not placed 
in the President alone. In the power over all the Executive 
officers^ which the bill proposed to confer upon the Presi- 
dent, the most alarming dangers to liberty were perceived. 
It was in the nature of Monarohioal Prerogative, and 
would convert them into the mere tools and crecUures of his 
unlL A dependence so servile on one individual, would deter 
men of high and honourable minds from engaging in the 
public service; and if, contrary to expectation, such men 
should be brought into office, they would be reduced to the 
necessity of sacrificing every principle of independence to the 
wiU of the chi^ magistrate, or of exposing themselves to the 
disgrace of being removed from office^ and that, too,, at a time 
when it might be no longer in their power to engage in other 
pursuitsJ^^ 

" Gentlemen, it was to be feared, were too much dazzled 
with the splendour of the virtues which adorned the actual 
President, to be able to look into futurity. But the fra- 
mers of the constitution had not confined their views to the 
person who would most probably fill the first presidential 
chair. The House of Representatives ought to follow their 
example, and to contemplate this power in the hands of cm 
AMBITIOUS MAN, who might apply it to dangerous purposes 
— who might, from caprice, remove the most worthy m,en 
from office.'*'* 
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By Ihe fiieiids of the President, it was contended, that 
the power of removal mm purely executive^ and was con« 
ferred by the constitution: at so early a period of its historV)^ 
did it come into dispute what powers that instrument did 
actually confer upooi tiie. several branches of government by 
tiie parties to the compact. 

But^ it was agreed, «^ if it was a case on which the con* 
stitution was silent, the clearest principles of political ex- 
pediency required that neither branch of the Legislature 
should participate in it." 

^^ The danger that a President could ever be found, who 
would remove good men from office, was treated as imagi- 
nary. It was not by the spkndour attached to the charac- 
ter of the present cnief magistrate alone, that this opinion 
was to be def^ded. It was founded on the structure of the 
office. Tlie man in whose favour a majority of the people 
oi this continent would unite, had probability at least, in 
&vour of his principles; in addition to which, the public 
odium that would inevitably attach to such conduct, would 
be an effectual security against it." 

The amendment of Mr. White, denying the power of 
REMOVAL, was ucgativcd by a vote of thirty 'four to twenty 5 
but, subsequently, the LegiaUUive grant of the power was 
withdrawn, and the bill was passed implying the constitu- 
tional right of removal^ by the antecedent vote against the 
amendment, which went to deny the power. So tnat, even 
now, this question, of the constitutional power of removal^ 
remains unsettled, excepting the sanction which this vote 
may be supposed to give. 

Mr. Madison's twelve amendments to the constitution, 
were now passed by two-thirds of Congress, and ratified by 
two-thirds of the States; which, if they did not remove, at 
least mollified the opposition of the anti-federaiists^ 

Congress having passed laws for the organisation of all the 
departments, Washington proceeded to select officers qua^ 
lined by their talents, and recommended by their patriotism, 
to discharge these important trusts. 

At head of the JDepartmmt of State^ he appointed Tho- 
mas Jefjerson, for whom he entertained the most exalted 
opinion as a patriot of sound principles; as a statesman of 
the most extensive attainments in the science of polities; 
and as a scholar of the most profound and elegant acquire- 
ments. Mr, Jefferson was then at his residence in Yirgi- 
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nia, having retimed home for a short time, by peFmission^ 
from the court of Versailles, where he had succeeded Dr^ 
Franklin, as ambassador. Mr. Jefferson gave a preference 
to his foreign appointment; but in deference to the wishes> 
of Washington, he accepted the Department of State. 

Alexander Hamilton was appointed to the head of the 
Treasury; a man, whose genius was only equalled by his 
learnings and his learning equalled by his courage, firmness, 
and love of liberty. 

General Knox was retained as Secretary *of War, 

Edmund Randolph^ of Virginia, was chosen ^Attorney 
General. 

In the Judiciary branch of government, talents and in- 
tegrity not inferior were selected. John Jay was appointed 
Chief JusTicEj'and John Rutledge, James Wilson, 
William Gushing, Robert Harrison and John Blair^. 
were appointed Associate Justices. All these selections 
were considered as judicious and popular; made nOU the 
broad grounds of national good, and with a single eye to the 
invigoration and success of the new Constitution, which, of 
course, necessarily led to the choice of a majority of pro- 
minent and decided federalists. 

Congress having adjourned on the 29th of September, the 
President determined to improve the recess by a journey to 
Massachusetts, and personally inquire into the causes of 
the recent insurrection, as well as to soothe and conciliate 
by his presence, the discontented portion of that population. 
His reception did not fall short, but far exceeded all ex- 
pectation. The people greeted him with an enthu^astic 
welcome; and all the parade of public institutions, and mi- 
litary bodies, gave eclat to the splendour of his welcome^ 
while the addresses presented to him, breathed devotion to 
the country, attachment to the constitution, and affectioa 
for his person. 

In November 1789, North Carolina adopted the Consti- 
ttktion, and entered into the Union, 

On die 8th of January, 1790, he again met Congress, and 
in person delivered his speech, from which I cannot omit to 
extract the following beautiful passage, evincive of so 
much wisdom, patriotism, and love of liberty. After invit- 
ing their attention to various important improvements, he 
added, ** Nor am I less persuaded, that you will agree with 
me in opinion, that there is nothing' which can better deserve 
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your patronage than the promotion of science and literature. 
Kiiowledge is in every country, the surest basis of public 
happiness: in one, in which the measures of sovernment 
receive their impression so immediately from the sense of 
the community as in ours, it is proportionably essential. To 
the security of a free constitution it contributes in various 
ways, by convincing those who are entrusted with the public 
administration, that every valuable end of government is 
best answered by the enlightened confidence of the peoplef 
and by teaching the people themselves to know and to value 
their otvn rights; to diaeem and to provide against invasions 
4ifthem; to distinguish between oppression and the necessary 
exercise of lawful authority; between burdens proceeding 
from a disregard to their convenience, and those resulting 
irom the inevitable exigencies of society; to discriminate the 
spirit of liberty from that of licentiousness, cherishing the 
first, avoiding the last, and uniting a speedy but temperate 
vigilance against encroachments, with an inviolable respect 
to the laws. '' 

This session of Congress was remarkable for {he funding 
of the public debt^ which received the countenance and ap- 
probation of Washington, but in reality only benefitted a 
few speculators, and left the poor soldier as wretched and 
destitute as ever. Marshall thus describes the effects of this 
funding system* ** The public paper suddenly rose^ and 
was for a short time, abov,e par. The immense wealth 
WHICH INDIVIDUALS. acquired by this unexpected apprecia- 
tion, could not be viewed with indifference. By those who 
participated in its advantages, the author of a system to 
which they were so greatly indebted, was regarded with an 
enthusiasm of attachment, to which scarcely any limits 
could be assigned. To many others, this adventitious col- 
lection of wealth in particular hands was a subject rather of 
chagrin than of pleasure^ and the reputation which the suc- 
cess of his plans gave to the Secretary of the Treasury, was 
not contemplatedwith unconcern. As if the debt had been 
created by the existing government, not by a war which gave 
liberty and independence to the United States, its being 
funded was ascribed by many, not to a sense of justice, and 
to a liberal and enlightened policy, but to the desire of be^ 
stowing on the government an artificial strength by the 
creation of a MONIED INTEREST, which would bjt 
sxibservient to its unll, " 
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Having been attacked this jiear by a dangerous malady, 
from which he suffered severely, and recovered with dim« 
cttlty, he employed the period of his convalescence in making 
ia visit to Rhode Island, which State was not jet c<»npre- 
hended in the Unions but where he was received with an 
enthusiasm of attachment not inferior to that displayed in 
other parts of the Union. After his return from Khode 
Island, he paid a visit to his favorite Motmt Vernon^ whose 
rural shades and tranquil beauty, still had charms for his 
heart, superior to those anxious joys which are to be found 
amidst the pomp of power, the glitter of glory, or the mag- 
nificence ot state. From this recreation, however, he was 
soon summoned, by the meeting of Congress, in its third 
session, to repair to Philadelphia, where, in .ftiture, that 
body was to meet. 

The speech of the President was consistent with his for- 
mer views, and settled policy, and breathed the purest in- 
tentions of a devoted patriot, which extorted the unanimous 
applause of an enlightened Congress, 

The projects of &e Secretary of the Treasury, however, 
excited a different feeling, and startled the friends of St€Ue 
Hights and limited government into decided oj^sition. 
His proposition to tax domestic distilled spirits^ was warmly 
resisted, and engendered able and protracted debates. Cx>m« 
menting on this subject, Marshall remarks, in the true spirit 
of the party, of which he was a distinguished leader: «* All 
that powerful party in the United States, which attached 
itself to the locals rather than to the general government, 
would inevitably contemplate any system of internal reve- 
nue with jealous disapprobation. To them, imposts collected 
by Congress, on any domestic manufacture, wore the sem- 
blance of ^foreign power intruding itself into their particu* 
lar concerns^ and excited serious apprehensions for State 
importance, and for liberty *^^ Pennsylvania, Maryland, ^ 
Virginia, and North Carolina, protested against it in strong * 
and energetic terms. 

Another and still more important project of the same offi- 
cer, excited even more discussion, while it awakened warmer 
feelings, and led to more metaphysical reasoning: I allude 
to the scheme of a National Bank, which was now formally 
submitted by him in a special report, equally distinguished 
for plausible argument and luminous views, but deficient in 
that stability of logical foundation, without which the vigour 
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foT ratiocination assumes the glitter of refined sophistry. 
But the basis of utility was universally admitted to be un- 
questionable; and when a positive benefit, combined with 
prospective speculation, is adduced in support of a doubtful 
power, the constitution can have but a poor chance of main- 
taining its integrity against the combined efforts of genius, 
metaphysics, money, utility and power. What is w«c/w/, 
we ail desire to be legal 5 and what is profitable, we natu- 
rally infer, can never become pernicious. But a Constitu- 
tion, whose powers lie concealed beneath an impervious 
mass of construction, deduction, inference, and metaphy- 
sical subtlety, would be better adapted to a college of Grer- 
man professors, or a monastery of monks, than for the go- 
vernment of a people, all of whom are equally free, and all 
of whom are- equally entitled to participate in its adminis- 
tration. 

The debate on this question, again arrayed parties in 
fierce opposition, and even divided the cabinet to a degree 
that menaced its total rupture. Washington took the opi-- 
nion of his constitutional advisers on this important queS" 
tion. Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Randolph were of opinion 
that Congress, by the passage of the bill, had obviously 
transcended the powers vested in them by the constitution. 
On the other hand. General Hamilton maintained itH© be 
purely constitutional. The President required from each 
their arguments in writing, which, being submitted, his 
habitual propensity to add vigour to the Union, inclined him 
to the conviction, that the Bank was fully authorised by the 
constitution, and he accordingly gave the sanction cJ his 
signature to the act of incorporation. It cannot be doubted, 
however, that his mind had been long predetepmined in 
favour of the measure; and that, however he might hold his 
judgment open to a conviction ©fits itle^atity, should it be 
maae so to appear tolum; yet^ thathi« wishes and affections 
towards it, as a favourite feature of his federal policy, had 
closed those avenues to conviction, which can only bias the 
understanding when the feelings are neutral, and the de» 
sires mninflHenced towards a particular conclusion. 

The controversy on Federal Power and State Rights^ was 
now started afresh on the Bank Questjon; and federalism, 
and anti^federalism, were rung through all their changes by 
enthusiastic champions: the sovereignty of the states 
being supposed by the latter to constitute the palladium Qjf 
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libertyj and the sapremacy and power of the Union being 
deemed essential bj the latter, to the preservatioa of law^ 
order, justice, property, subordination and peace. 

The scheme of tne National Bank, was hailed with r^- 
tare by those who had become suddenly enriched by the 
Funding of the Public Debt; and in proportion as it 
strengthened the momed interest^ did it provoKe the hosti- 
lity and censure of the middling and poorer classes, im 
whom are always to be found the sincere advocates of the 
true principles of liberty. 

From this moment of the incorporation of the Bank of the 
United States, parties assumed Uteir/ierfect forms of organ- 
ization and principles^ as they minister to the general com- 
fort of mankind. 

From this period, too, we may date an irreconcilable 
rupture between Mr. Jefferson and Oeneral Hamilton? the 
former the opponent, and the latter the advocate of the 
banking and funding system. 

Washington now made an excursion into the 3outhera 
States, ^subsequently to the dissolution of the j&rst Congress^ 
flon the 3d of March, 1791; where his reception, ht^nen of 
tUl parties^ attested to the fact, that he united cut hearts^ 
and that, however the measures or the constitution of, go- 
Ternment might be censured and dis^proved, none would 
refuse to pour the grateful homage oi free hearts, into the 
ibosom of their veteran chief. 

The .second Congress assembled in Philadelphia, on thi^ 
^S4th of October^ 1791. The apportionment bill now proved 
another cause of excitement, and divided parties by abroad 
line of separation. In this debate, Mr- Giles, who was Ut 
favour of a ftdl rsepresentdtion of the people, used these ar- 
guments i that the corruption of the British Parliament wimb 
not owing to their numbers, but ether causes, and ^ among 
these were the frequent mortgages of the funds, and tRe^ 
immense appropriations at the disposal of the exemtive*^^ 
** An inequality of circumstances,'' he continaed, "pro- 
duces revolutions in governments, from democracy io aris- 
tocracy and monarchy. Great weailth produces a desi|« of 
distinctions^ rapk and titles. The revolutions of property 
in this country have created a prodigious inequality of cir- 
<cumstances. Government has contributed to this inequa- 
Hity. The Bank ot the Unite© States is a most im/port" 
(ant machine in promoting the okjects of this monied in- 
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»INE TO CORRUPT THIS HOUSE. SoHie of the meinbcTS are 
directors of this institution^ and it will only "be bV iitcreas- 
.ing the representation that an adequate barrier can be ojp- 
pos^ to this monied interest Thie strong executive of this 
government, ought to be balanced by a full representation 
m this house." 

The defeat of General St. Clair, who had been despatched 
asainst the hostile Miami Indians, now flung a momentary 
^oom over the administration of Washington; and Congress 
proceeded to augment the army to 5,000 men; after which, 
on the 8th May, 1792, that body adjouraed to the first 
Monday in November. , 

Every day now added vimlgice and asperity to the op- 
position of parties; and, as new^ measures developed more 
fully the discrepancy of their principles, so did they aug- 
ment the inveteracy of their mutual dislike; and while we 
confess the truths we may also deplore the fact thatsj^ie 
force of interest, rather than the love of truth, o^^the {frac- 
tice of virtue, engendered their animosity, a^^^^ally 
exasperated diflference of opinion, to an implajPfcleliLOstility 
lof feeling and passion. 

The complaints of the opposition, however, were not 
destitute of substantial principles and established facts to 
sustain them. The creation of the natiaml debt^ by the 
FUNDING of the depreciated public responsibilities, had en- 
gendered, it was alleged, a necessity for taxation on the 
people, when there existed no necessity for funding, in order 
to make the rich more affluent, and the poor more needy: 
besides being the assumption of a debt which properly be- 
longed to the individual States. Funding naturally led to 
EXCISE, and begot a series of oppressive taxes, which excited 
public clamour, and might produce a civil war; besides, that 
such taxes were partial in their operation, and must be un- 
productive, unless extorted by arbitrary means,"and wrung 
from the hand of labour at the point of the sword. In fine, 
the ground of opposition covered the best principles of hu- 
mamty, benevolence^ peace -and industry, against abstract 
equity, rigid justice, and the inflexible seventy of eflicient 
power, ready to punish wilh death, for theinaibility to com- 
ply with exorbitant taxation. 

Other grounds of opposition were also broken, but were 
less tenable and mere resolvable into the sprint of party. 
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than l>ased on the solid principles of liberty, or the incon- 
testable dictates of reason. A qualified exception, however, 
must be made to this remark, in the case of the Bank of 
THE United States, which, in order to escape any impu- 
tation of prejudice, I shall cite in the words of Judge Mar- 
shall himself, as I have previously done, on siev-eral occa* 
sions from the same motive. 

The opposition contended, with what justice the readar 
must decide — ^that, *« 77ie banishment of coin would be 
completed by ten millions of paper money in the form of 
Bank Bills, which were then is&uing into circulation. Nor 
would this be the only mischief resulting from the institu- 
"tion of the bank. The ten, or twelve per cent, annued pro- 
fit paid to the lenders of this paper medium , would betaken 
out oj the pockets of the people, who would hetve had, with-- 
ottt interest, the com it was banishing. That all the capi- 
tal employed in paper circulation is barren and useless, 
producing like that on a gaming table, no accession to 
itself, and is withdrawn from commerce and agriculture, 
where It would have produced addition to the common 
mass, ^he wealth, therefore, heaped upon individuals by 
, the fuading and banking systems, would be productive of 
general poverty and distress. That, in addition to the en- 
couragement these measures gave to vice and idleness, they 
had furnished effectual means of corrupting such a portion 
of the Legislature as turned the balance between the honest 
voters. This corrupt squadron, deciding the voice of the 
Legislature, had manifested their dispositions to get rid 

OF THE LIMITATIONS IMPOSED BY THE CONSTITUTION^ limi- 
tations ON THE FAITH OF WHICH thc StATES ACCEDED TO 

THAT INSTRUMENT. 71i€y wcTt proceeding rapidly in their 
plan of absorbing all power, invading the rights of the 
States, and,conv^ting the federal into a consolidated 

Y GOVERNMENT." 

" That flie ultimate object of all this was to prepare the 
way for a change from the present republican form of govern- 
ment to that of a monarchy, of which the English consti- 
tution was to be the modeL So many of the friends of 
monarchy wewjin the Legislature, that, aided by the corrupt 
squad o^ paper dealers who were at their d«votion^ they had 
a majority in both houses. The republican party, even 
\^hen united with the anti-federalists, continued a minori- 
ty. " These arguments were ably replied to on the oppo- 
site side. ^'^ 
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Thiide arsuments and imputations, however, were not so 
much intended to apply to WoMhington and his measures^ 
as to Colonel Hamilton, the Secreta-rj of the Treasury, and 
ostensible head of the consolidated ftdtral party* 

In resnect to General Washington, tiie purity of his 
heart ana character, repelled the approximation of all the 
elements of party. His views were national; every pul- 
sation of his heart was for his country; and being exalted 
above the influence of interest^ by every consideration of 
character and popularity with the whole people, it was 
utterly impossible, that any party could claim him as its 
leader, or that any of his measures or views could be re- 
ferred or traced to party motives. If he did entertain one 
of Sentiment, it was mi honest one, and that error was per- 
haps a preference of a government of law and force^ to a 
government of ojpimon— an error which may be traced to 
the fact, that he acquired his education under the strict 
notions of the monarchy, and contracted his habits in the 
-enji^loyment of the royal government, _as a military man:^— 
being still, not less a reSubliean in prindple-'^oi less an 
American in practice. 

These connicts of party opinions, would have passed by 
Washington virholly aisregsffded, had they not invaded the 
tranquillity of his cabinet; and arrayed in dire hostility the 
•Secretary of State {Jefferson!) ana the . Secretary of the 
Treasury, fHamilton ! J These officers, from the first mo- 
ment of their entrance into the cabinet, had disagreed v^on 
principles of essential importance to the harmony of the 
administration. This raoical contrariety in their charac- 
ters and views, naturally became augm^ited with the lapse 
of time;-«and every measure of government conduced 
more or less to widen the breach, as they more clearly de- 
monstrated the irreconcilable hostility of their doctrines, 
views and opinions: Mr. Jefferson, having been from the 
first a warm champion of liberty, and opposed to Ae/ecf era/ 
constitution^ as implying a power of supremacy over tiie 
sovereignty of the States; and General Hamilton being the 
most prominent of those who favoured a federal govern- 
ment, whose power should supersede opinion, and extin- 
euish the rights of the States, On the same principle, Mn 
Jefferson was partial to France^ and Mr. Hamilton partial 
•to England, and as inimical to France, as Mr. Jefferson 
was inimical to England ! 
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To trace all the forms of this hostility is not consistent 
with the main object of this biography. As it aifected 
Washington, it caused him the deepest mortification and 
chagrin; so much so as to draw from mm the following let- 
ters to the Secretary of State, and Secretary of the Treasury, 
conceived in the purest spirit of patriotism, and breathing 
the fond affection of a father towards his children. The 
first letter bears the date of August 23, 1792. Having en- 
tered into a review of the delicate external relations of the 
United States, he thus digressed to the main topic of his 
epistle: — " How unfortunate, and how much is it to be 
regretted, then, that while we are encompassed on all sides 
with avowed enemies, and insidious friends, internal dis- 
sentions should be harrowing and tearing our vitals. The 
last, to me, is the most serious, the most alarming, and the 
most afflicting of the two; and without more charity for the 
opinions of one another in governmental matters, or some 
more infallible criterion by which the truth of speculative 
opinions, before they have undergone the test of experience, 
are to be forejudged, than has yet fallen to the lot of falli- 
bility, I believe it will be difficult, if not impracticable, to 
manage the reins of government, or to keep the parts of it 
together; for if, instead of laying our shoulders to the ma- 
chine, after measures are decided on, one pulls this way, 
and another that, before the utility of the thing is fairly 
tried, it must inevitably be torn asunder; and, in my opinion, 
the fairest prospect of happiness and prosperity that ever 
was presented to man, will be lost, perhaps, forever." 

'*'My earnest wish, and my fondest hope, therefore, is, 
that, instead of wounding suspicions, and irritating charges, 
•there may be liberal allowances, mutual forbearances, and 
temporising yielding on all sides. Under the exercise of 
these, matters will go on smoothly, and, if possible, more 
prosperously. Without them, every thing must rub, the 
wheels of*governm«nt will clog, our enemies will triumph, 
and, by throwing their weight into the disaffected scale, 
may accomplish the ruin of tne goodly fabric we have been 
erecting." 

"I do not mean to apply this advice, or these observa- 
tions, to any particular person or character, I hav£ given 
them in the same general terms to other officers of the go- 
vernment, because the disagreements which have arisen 
from difference of opinions, and the attacks which have beea 
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made upon almost all the measures of government, and 
most of its executive officers, have for a long time past filled 
me with painful sensations, and cannot fail, I think, of pro- 
ducing unhappy consequences, at home and abroad. " The 
letter to General Hamilton was almost a literal copy of thi* 
to Mr. , Jefferson. Another was also addressed by him to 
Mr. Randolph, the Attorney General. 

These paternal efforts to compose the internal wars of the 
Cabinet proved wholly unsuccessful, although urged by 
Washington with a pathos and eloquence truly patriotic. 

The opposition to the excise laws^ in the western counties 
of Pennsylvania, now disturbed the serenitv of the admi- - 
nistration by acts of open rebellion; to quell which. Wash- 
ington issued his proclamation, exhorting the interference 
and aid of the civil magistrates. 

In the management of the foreign reelations of the 
United States^ at the head of which Mr. Jeff*erson stood, 
Washington had been eminently successful. France was 
accommodated with a /oan, to enable her to recover St. 
Domingo from her revolted negroes. 

Major General Wayne was now appointed to the com- 
mand of the army, iii place of St. Clair, a^inst the hostile 
bands of western Indians. On the 5th of November, 1792, 
Congress again assembled. In his speech, Washington 
recommended the civilization of the Indian tribes, as the 
best means of diverting them from the pursuits of war, as 
well as earnestly pressed the adoption of measures, to 
ensure the speedy redemption of the public debt. Nothing, 
however, of any importance, marked this session (^ Con- 
gress, but the introduction and rejection of resolutions, 
criminating the conduct of the Secretary of the Trei^sury, 
in the management of the public loans and funded debt. 
Congress expired on the 3d of Marchj leaving parties in a 
higher state of irritation, and fomenting more than ever 
the original feelings of hostility, which marked their oppo- 
sition. 

On the 22d February, 1793, the birth day of Washings 
ton was first celebrated 5 arid Congress adjourned for half ' 
an hour^ to pay him their respects; but not without some 
opposition from the anti-federal and republican party. 

In 1793, the announcement of the French revolution, 
and the adoption of a republican constitution on the ruins 
of the monarchy, created a burst of enthusiasm throughout 
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the United States^ which thou^ not universal was far fi^m 
being confined to the republic partjf though bj others, 
it was greeted by more tempered feelings, and qualified 
approbation, until ultimately parties approved or denounced 
it, as thej stood ranged under their diSer^it banners. 
Those who may be emphatically denominated tiie peoplk^ 
looked upon it with eyes of admiration and rapture. Wash- 
ington himself extended towards it the hand of a ready 
welcome. 

The expiration of his fir^ term of four years now ap- 
proaching, Washington contemplated dechning anotiier 
election; but being overruled by his friends, he yielded to 
the general wish of the public, and was unanimously re- 
elected. But Mr. Adams encountered serious opposition 
from the State rights partyf and although re-electea, yet it 
was by a small majority over George Clinton: a consti- 
tutional incompatibility having interfered with the election 
of Mr. Jefferson to that office— he being a citizen of the 
Barae State as the Fresidewt, which the constitution ex- 
pressly provides against. 

Towards France, and her revolution, Washington de- 
ported himself on the maxim, * * That every nation possessed 
a right to govern itself according to its oum will, to change 
its institutions at discretion, and to transact Us business 
through whatever agents it might think proper: but, at the 
same time, he determined to maintain the neutrality of the 
United States, and not to become involved in the dissen- 
tionso^ Europe. 

IVance now declared war against Great Britain and Hol- 
land J and the American public became inflamed with ani- 
mosity against England, and an enthusiastic feeling in fa- 
vour of French liberty, and the' general cause of France. 

The President, being strengtnened by the unanimoua 
opinion of his cabinet, issued a proclamation of neutrality^ 
on the 22d April, 1793. 

The next question was not concurred in with the same 
unanimity — whether the President should receive a minister 
from the republic of France? Mr. Jefferson and Mr. Ran- 
dolph maintained the affirmative, on the ground that the 
revolution had produced iio change in the relations be- 
iween the two nations. Mr. Hamuton and General Knox 
held contrary opinions, on the ground that France had 
no right to involve other nations^ (Absolutely and uncondition- 
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tJly, in tlu changes and consequences of her revolution; 
maint2Uiiing the right of a nation to absolve itself from all 
obligations, even of treaties, on a cliange of the inUrucU 
situation of the other contracting party, if a continuance of 
connexion might be thought disadvantageous, or dangerous. 
But this position would inevitably tend to war, and was 
obviously inconsistent with neutrality. 

The President, finding the cabinet divided, required 
their opinions in writing; which, being produced, displayed 
a discrepancy of principle on the ments of the revolution 
of France, which threatened to extend its influence as 
well through the deliberations of the cabinet, as among the 
sentiments of the peoj^e. 

Should Congress be convened?— »was another question 
propounded by the President, to which he received a 
ananimbus negative opinion. 

The President ultimately adopted the opinion of Mr. 
Jefferson and Mr. Randolph, that a minister should be re- 
ceived from France, and the obligations of treaties with that 
power maintained. 

Washington was now openly and violently assaulted in 
the public prints, for the proclamation of neutrality. .^// 
governments were pronounced hostile to liberty; and the 
United States not the least so. Party passion began to 
rage in favour of France and the rights of man, and the 
rancour of deadly hate was poured upon Great Britain, and 
all who abetted the tyranny of kings, or refused to succour 
a free people struggling for liberty against a wicked com- 
bination 01 kinss; evidently glancing at the attitude of neu- 
trality assumed by Washington. 

The French government now recalled the minister who 
had been appointed by Louis the 16th, and citizen Genet 
was deputed, not less in virtue of his talents, than his glow- 
ine enthusiasm in the sacred cause of freedom. 

Mr. Genet arrived with a double set of instructions — 
one, directing him to operate on the government, to bend 
her to the policy of France; failing in which, he was to 
resort to the people, and labour to bring them over to es- 
pouse the principles of the revolution and the cause of 
France. 

On the 8th of April, Mr. Genet arrived at Charleston, 
S. C, where he was received with the most glowing enthu- 
siasm, not only by the citizens, but the public authorities, the 

M 
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Governor and other public bodies. Here he remained a few 
days, receiving the homage of the people, enlisting men, 
fitting out and arming vessels, and granting commissions 
to cruize and commit hostilities on nations who were on 
friendly terms with the United States. 

His journey to Philadelphia was a complete march of 
civic triumph; and displayed all the pomp of enthusiastic 
Weldomc— such as had never before greeted a foreign 
minister. He arrived at Philadelphia on the l6th May, 
and had an audience with the President, by whom he 
was cordially received 5 while, on the part of the people, 
the most extravagant transports of joy were indulged in 5 
at Gray's ferry he was met by '' crowds who flocked from 
every avenue of the city, to meet the republican ambassa- 
dor of an allied nation. '' To these exhibitions of popular 
feeling succeeded congratulatory addresses, which mani- 
fested all the ardent affection of fraternisation and alliance. 

The British minister now entered complaints against his 
proceedings, as violations of the American neutrality. 

Actual hostilities were now committed by the French 
within the waters of the United States against Great Bri- 
tain:— ^he English ship Change being captured by the 
French frigate LP Ambuscade^ within the Delaware Capes, 
tL restitution of which was demanded by the English minis- 
ter. 

The cabinet unanimously agreed that the proceedings 
complained of were usurpations of national sovereignty, 
and a violation of neutral rights. 

On the question of restitution, the cabinet were divided 
— Mr Jefferson and Mr. Randolph opposing, and Generals 
Hamilton and Knox, being in lavour of it. Wasihington 
took time to deliberate; but restitution was obviously dic- 
tated by every principle of the laws of nations, and the 
doctrines of equity and justice. 

Genet, dissatisfied with the government, entered into 
labofufcd expositions against the decision of the Executive; 
in which Inaecorum was mixed with a boldness bordering 
on arrogance. He was answered, by the President, that 
the decision could not be rescinded; but on the contrary, 
that the vessels which had been equipped in the ports of 
the United States must make reparation for the violation 
of their sovereignty, by departing from their waters. To 
this requisition Mr. Genet refused compliapce; nor would 
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he acquiesce in the decisions of the Executiye. He con- 
tended that the Americans had infringed the treaty with 
France. 

Two citizens of the United States were now arrested in 
Charleston, for having violated the proclamation of neu- 
trality, by cruising out of that port under French commis- 
sions. Mr. Genet demanded the release of these persons, 
in the following terms: ** I have this moment been informed 
that two officers, in the service of the republic of France, 
citizen G. Henfield and J. Singletary, liave been arrested 
on board the privateer of the French republic, • the Citizen 
Oenet,' and conducted to prison. The crime laid to their 
charge — the crime which my mind cannot conceive, and 
whicn my pen almost refuses to state, is the serving of 
France, and defending, with her children, the common 
glorious cause of liberty." 

'* Being ignorant of any positive law or treaty which 
deprives Americans of this privilege, and authorizes offi- 
cers of police arbitarily to take mariners, in the service of 
France, from onboard their vessels 1 1 call upon your inter- 
vention, sir, and that of the President of the United States* 
in ord^r to obtain the immediate releaaement of the above 
mentioned officers, who have acquired, by the sentiments 
animating them, and by the act of their eneagement, an- 
terior to every act to the contrary, the right of French 
citizens, if they have lost that of Aij^rican citizens." 

Washington, firm, collected, upright and honest, could 
not but feel tliis gross indignity offered to tne government 
of his country, at the same time that his attachment to 
France, and the cause of liberty, withheld him from indulg- 
ing in those expressions of resentment which the provo- 
cation and insult would fully have justified. 

In the meantime the fever of French liberty continued to 
rage with unabated fierceness among the people; while ani- 
mosity towards England prevailed to the same excess, and 
received an application, in its course towards the great and 
good man, who, unmindful of the storm of party, and forti- 
fied by conscious integrity, stood preparea to do his duty 
to his country, regardless of all consequences. Washing- 
ton, retired in the calm recesa of his wisdom, anticipated 
the course which posterity would approve, and which 
the voice of history would consecrate to the applause 
of after ages* A» the head of a nation^ he was net to be- 
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lie brawlin* chiampion of liberty^ or the reckless 
of violated national faith and prostrated treaties. 



come the 
abettor 

Between two friendly nations he was bound to observe a 
deportment equally pacific towards both^ and to abide by 
the law of nations^ not the infectious enthusiasm for liberty, 
which, ih its headlong course, like the lava of ^tna, sweeps 
over all that opposes its passage, and buries in ruins friend 
and foe with indiscriminate fury. Fata! indeed, might have 
been the consequences, had the popular impetuosity hurried 
the President into a precipitate espousal of the cause of 
French liberty. 

I cannot contemplate this, and the subsequent period of 
the life of Washington, without feeling that spontaneous- 
homage of veneration for his greatness which the undaunted 
fortitude, and inflexible resolution he displayed, are so 
naturally calculated to inspire. Calm amidst the racing 
excitement of popular passions, he remained uninfected by 
the deliritim, at the same time that he continued devoted 
to the principles of liberty. Tranquil and composed^ he 
contemplated the storm with the eye of wisdom, Which em- 
braced m its wide scope all the consequences of the system 
of anarchy, which had intoxicated the people with delight. 
Indifferent to his own interest, he looked only to the grand 
object of the public good 5 and disregarding, rather than 
despising the popular clamour, that on all sides stitnned 
the ear with its shoHj^/s — ^the wild and maddened shouts of 
liberty 5 he waited for* the storm to spend its fury, without 
cftanging-his course to avoid its rage, but satisfied, that 
when it should have blown over it Would find him en- 
trenched by public opinion^ and his country secure from the 
quakins conflicts of the demon of blood and anarchy. 

Washington left Philadelphia on the 24th of June, on a 
visit to Mount Vernon; and returned to the seat of govern- 
ment on the 11th of July. 

In this interval occurred the important case of the equip- 
ment and departure of the French privateer La Petit JDe^ 
mocrat^ from the port of Philadelphia^ her escape from th^ 
authorities of the country having been effected by a ditlibe- 
rate falsehood of the minister Genet | who now openly me- 
naced the constituted authorities of the republic, and boldly 
threatened " to appeal from the FreHdent to the PeopkllP^ 

The Secretary of State having retired to his seat in the 
country, indisposed, Washington addressed him a letter, of 
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which the following is an extmct — ^* What is to be done in 
the case of the little Sarah (La petit Democrat,) now at 
Chester? Is the minister of the French republic to set the 
acts of this government atdefance ttnth impunity^ and then 
threaten the executive with an appeal to the people? What 
must the world think of such conduct^ and of the govern- 
ment of the United States in submitting to it?" 

"These are serious questions, circumstances press for 
decision; and, as jpu have had. time to consider them ^upon 
me they come unexpectedly) I wish to know your opinion 
upon them even before to-morrow^ for the vessel may then 
begone." 

The force of public opinion, in opposition to laws and 
to treaties^ was now fully manifested in the acquittal of 
Gideon Henfield, who had been prosecuted for a violation 
of the proelamatian of neuiranty; an acquittal which 
effectually prostrated all the power of the government^ 
while it exposed Washington to all that popular, but uiuust 
censure, which attends upon an attempt to exercise meo- 
retieal power in opposition to public opinion, which may 
be termed the pmctical power of governments) but whida 
in fact is the only power in free constitutions. 

The violation of the principles- of the armed neutrality ^ 
that free bottoms shaulame^ free goods^ and that the flag 
of a neutral .should mx>tect all property under it, again 
brought the American JPresident in col^on with the dema- 
gogue minister of France; the latter nflp>n having acceded 
to the principle, while En^and had rejected its recognition^^ 
In this state of things the English had made priz.e of French 
property in American bottoms; which exasperated the 
French minister to taunt and insult the government in the 
most degrading manner. 

These aggravated degradations, heaped in quick succes- 
sion upon one another, finally determined Washington to 
resort to vigorous measures to defend the government from 
such di^racefttl indignities^ he, therefore, on- the 25th of 
July, ad&essed a note to the Secretary of State, intimating 
his resolution to proceed in a /ormor manner s^ainst Mr. 
Genet; and accordingly Mr, Morris* the American mi&ift' 
terat Paris, was instructs to desire his recal; a measure 
now indispensable to the dignity, honor and independence 
of the United States. 
The declaration of O&net^ that he would appeal from the 

M£ 
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Hxecutiift to the people of the United States^ as if the peo- 
ple had been in opposition to the Executive, now being lully 
established, and perfectly understood, began to cause that 
reaction of public opinion in favour of Washington, which 
is ever certain to be produced where the warmfli of feeling 
has hurried the judgment into error, in opposition to the 
best principled of the heart and the soundest maxims of 
rational liberty, the purest doctrines of social right and 
national independence. The people besan at last to awake 
to the proper estimation of the pure and exalted character 
of the great man who directed the destinies of the nation 
in the true spirit of wisdom, actuated bj the most patriotic 
motives of true glory. 

It will ever redound to the honour of the federal party, 
that in this crisis they sustained the course pursued by 
Washington, in relation to France, without opposing those 
free principles which they thou^it might eventually con* 
duct her to rational liberty; and it will always be admitted, 
as a full palliation of the conduct of the democratic party, 
that tliey lost sight for a moment, and for a moment only, 
of what was due to their own character, dignity and inde« 
pendence, in their enthtmasm for the cause of freedom^ and 
the establishment of the rights of man. On this occasion, 
the two parties arrayed themselves in direct hostility, but 
the supporters of the greai Washington triumphed, as they 
deserved to do, ovM^the infuriated champions of the dema« 
gogue minister ofSe French;; so that, finally, the procla- 
mation of neutrality was fullv sustained by fvblio oi>i)<iiotf«. 

The relations of the United States with Spain, Great 
Britain and France, daily became more complicated, and 
at one time threatened serious consequences to tlie tran- 
quillity of the nation. The navigation of the Mississippi; 
the contemplated invasion of Floiida; troops to be raised 
and commanded by Genet ^ the insolent minister of the 
French, presuming upon liberty to insult the majesty of the 
American people^ the hostilities with the Indians; the im^ 
pressment of American seamen by English cruizers; the 
violation of neutral rights hj France and England, in their 
attempts to cut off the commerce and resources of each 
other; the insults offered to the United States by the French; 
and other minor points of collision, all contributed to in- 
crease the difficulties of the country, and manifest the 
growing importance of the concerns ot the republic. 
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It Was under the pressure of these aggravated embarrass^ 
tnents, that Washington addressed Congress, on the 4th of 
December, in his speech reviewing the causes most likely 
to lead to war, and suggesting the measures best calculated 
to avert, or repel it. The Allowing passage from his ad- 
dress on that occasion, is worthy of all nraise : — *' I cannot 
recommend to jour notice measures for the fblfilment of 
our duties to the rest of the world, without again pressing 
upon you the necessity of placing ourselves in a condition 
01 complete defence, and of exacting from tJiem the fulfil- 
ment of their duties towards us. The United SItates ought 
not to indulge a persuasion that, contrary to the order of 
human events, they will for ever keep at a distance those 
painful appeals to arms, with which the history of eveiy 
other nation abounds. There is a rank due to the U^ted 
States among nations which will be withheld, if not abso- 
lutely lost, by the reputation of weakness. J/we desire to 
(tvoia instdt, we must be able to repel it; if we desire to 
secure peace, one of the most powerful instruments of our 
prosperity, it must be known that we are, at all times, 

HEADY FOR WAR." 

Although a democratic maiority had been elected to the 
House of Representatives y that body approved and sane* 
Uoned all the proceeding of Washington, in respect to 
Genet, and the proclamation of neutndity — ^thus furnish- 
ing conclusive proof that judicious, reflecting, and ra- 
tional men, of all parties, concurre4pn the wisdom, and. 
applauded the patriotisrm of his measures. 

Mr. Jefferson^ the Secretary of State, now submitted to 
Congress an able and elaborate report, on free trade and 
unrestricted commerce $ but concluding with a strong re- 
commendation for rettdiatory impositions against those na- 
tions that embarrassed our navigation, and hindered out 
industry by prohibitory duties. 

Having submitted this report, Mr. Jefferson, on the 31st 
of December, 1793, resigned his office; having, some time 
previous, intimated his intention to the President. 

Judge Marshall has paid so handsome a tribute to the 
character of Mr. Jefferson, on the occasion of his resigna- 
tion, that I cannot omit to quote it in this place, as the 
praise extorted by merits from a liberal, enlightened, and 
magnanimous opponent: — <* This gentleman withdrew from 
political station at a moment when he stood particularly 



140 THE ?»UPE OF 

)u|^. in. the esteem of his countr jmen% His fixed opposition 
to the financial schemes which had been proposed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and approved by the legislative 
and executive departments of the govemment-^his ardent 
and undiseoised attachment to the revolutionary party in 
France— ^e dispositions which he was declared to possess 
in regard, to Great Britain; and the popularity of his opin- 
ions- respecting the Constitution' of the United States^ nad 
devoted to him that immense par ty, whose sentiments were 
supposed to comport with his on most or all of these int^- 
e»dng subjects. To. the opposite party he had, of course^ 
become particularly unacceptable. But the publication of 
his correspondence with Mr. Genet, dissipated much of the 
w^udice which had been excited against him. He had, 
m that correspondence, maintained with great ability, 
the opinions embraced by the federalists on those points 
^f difference which had arisen between the two republics^ 
and which, having become universally the subjects of dis- 
cus»OB, had, in some measure,, displaced those topics on 
which the parties had previously divided. The partiality 
for France that was conspicuous through the whole of it, 
detracted nothing from its merit in the opinion of the friends 
of the administration, because^ however decided might be 
their determination to support their own government in a 
controversy with any nation whatever^* tney felt all the 
partialities for that republic which the ^correspondence ex- 
pi«ssed. The hosMty of his enemies therefore, was, for 
a time, considerably lessened without a corresponding dimi- 
nution of the attachment of his friends. In office^ it would 
have been impracticable long to preserve these dispositions; 
and it would have been difficult to preserve that ascendancy 
which he held over the minds of those who had supported^ 
and probably would continue to support, every pretensicm of 
the French republic, without departing from principles and 
measures, which be had openly and ably defended." 

Edmund Randolph was now appointed by Washington 
to succeed Mr, Jefferson; and Wimam Bradford, of Penn- 
sylvania, was appointed to succeed Mr. ELandolph^ as 
Attorney GeneraL 

The Algerine cruizers having captured several valuable 
Ameiican merchantmen; and all efforts to effect a peace with 
that national freebooter, having failed, the President recom- 
mended to Congress the establishment of a navalforce; and 
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on the 2d of January^ 17'94, a resolution was agreed to bj 
the House of Representatiyes, '^ that a naval force adequate 
to the protection of the commerce of the United States, 
ousht to be provided, to consist of six frigates, four of 44, 
and two of 36 guns. " 

This project was opposed with ereat ardour and eloquence 
by the aemocratic members, on the ground of expense; that 
it was part of the system of monarchy; that it augmented 
the public debt, which was a great burden on the people, 
and was highly tyrannical* The bill, however, was finally 
carFied by a majority of eleven ! 

British cruizers nowbeeanto commit serious depredations 
. on American commerce, by authority of that government. 
A war with- England was accordingly anticipated, and a 
project to raise an army of fifteen thousand men^ was intro- 
duced by Mr. Sedgewick. An embargo was also proposed 
and passed, to extend to thirty days. Bills to organise eighty 
thousand militia, and procure arms and ammunition; to 
raise a provisional army of twenty -five thousand men, and 
fortify posts and harbours, were submitted and agreed to. 
But all these, besides other measures, were suddenly ar- 
rested by the revocation of the obnoxious British order. 

An increasing affection for France^ and devotion toJFrench 
liberty, again broke aut among the people, and pervaded the 
Congress; while at tne same time, the clamour against £ng. 
land rose to a high pitch, portending war and civil commo-^ 
tion. 

All these fluctuations of opinions and events, were ob- 
served by Washington with a vigilant eye, but a mind un- 
moved by the excitements and agitations of the hour. De- 
termined to preserve a neutral attitude, unless forced frotn 
it by actual aggression, or insults incompatible with honour, 
if submitted to, and which thus far, had not happened, he 
resolved to make a last effort to ne^ciate terms with Great 
Britain^ and accordingly nominated Mr. Jay, as envoy ex- 
traordinarv to the court of St. James. This nomination was 
approved by the Senate, and while the attempt at ne^cia- 
tion revived the hopes of a continuance of peace in the 
hearts of good men, it struck dismay and confusion into 
those, who, reckless of all consequences, hoped to fatten on 
the public misery, or gratify their passions at the expense 
of the prosperity of the people. 

No act of his life so fully demonstrated the wisdom, pa- 
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triotism and firmness of Washington, as this^ and, as it is 
chiefly in respect to the illustration of his character and 
genius, that I follow the course of his prominent public 
measures I this one, of opening negociations with Great Bri- 
tain, in the midst of a popular excitement, so intense and 
glowing, in favour of France, and in hostility to England, 
demands peculiar and emphatic attention, as an evidence of 
that lofty consciousness of rectitude, which distinguished 
him throughout the whole course of his existence, and 
which rendered him wholly indifferent to the censure and 
misrepresentations of the factious, the prejudiced and the 

unthinking. 

It will scarcely be credited by future generations, that 
this Congress purchased peace with ^^Igiers^ at the price of 
a million of dollars! 

Congress now adjourned on the 9th of June, to the first 
Monday in Novemberr 

Genet was on the eve of carrying hostile expeditions into 
the Floridas and Louisiana, by troops raised m the United 
States, when he was recalled by his government^ and at the 
very time that the President contemplated the suspension 
of his diplomatic functions. He was succeeded by Fauchet* 

The I^ench now requested the recal of Governeur Mor- 
ris, the American minister at Paris; with which Washington 
immediately complied; appointing in ms place, Jdnkes mon- 
roe^ an ardent champion of the cause of French liberty^ and 
an enthusiastic admirer of the bloody scenes of the French 
revolution. 

The free navigation of the Mississippi had now become 
an important object to the western country; and Kentucky 
demanded, in energetic and imperative terms, that govern- 
ment should jorocwrc the restitution of what the Ood of na- 
ture had originally granted to them. But, anterior to this 
remonstrance, Washington had prosecuted negooiations for 
that object with a zeal and sedulity never exceeded, though 
not yet successful. 

On the ^Oth of August, 1794, General Wayne obtained a 
signal victory over the Miami Indians. 

The insurrection of the western counties of Pennsylvaafua, 
against the excise on distilled spirits, now claimed the most 
seri4)us attention of the President; having reached a head 
that bid open defiance to the civil power^ and even menaced 
tb^ milit^y force oC ^. Vw>n with asuccessful resistance. 
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On the 7th of August, 1794, therefore, Washington issued 
his Proclamation, commanding the insurgents to submit to 
the laws, and calling on the Governors of the States to fur- 
nish their quotas of militia, to the amount of twelve thou- 
sand men, to march at a moment's warning. By these 
prompt and vigorous measures, the President succeeded in 
quelling this formidable insurrection^ which at one time 
threatened to diffuse its revolutionary flame, into a general 
conila^ation of civil war, fatal to the peace of the country, 
and nfe with anarchy, bloodshed, and ruin: and which, 
ons^inating in the wanton spirit of licentious liberty, in the 
full enjoyment of freedom, property, and every civil right 
and political privilege, manitested a degree of depravity in 
the instigators, which excited not less astonishment than 
abhorrence. 

In resorting to the extremity of military coercion on this 
occasion, Washington displayed all those high qualities of 
benevolence and moderation, tenderness for human life, and 
sympathy for human suffering, which always mark the man 
of true greatness of soul. Aware of the terrific disasters, 
the desolating ravages, the heart-rending woes, which ever 
await upon civil strife^ he deferred a resort to force up to 
the last moment, when ingenuity had been exhaustea to 
devise plans of conciliation, and every effort had failed to 
draw back the insurgents to a dutiful obedience to the laws. 
Even then, he determined rather to intithidate and overcome 
them into submission by a force whose ma^itude should 
strike them with dismay, and prevent hostilities than chas- 
tise them into submission, or extirpate them by the sword. 
Always humane, but at the same time, always justi while he 
consulted all the dictates of feeling towards the insurgents, 
he had to consider his higher obligations to preserve the vir- 
tuous portion of society from slaughter, conflagration and 
murder, by causing the governmetit to be respected^ the ^ 

laws to be enforced, and the harmony of the social order )\ 

preserved from violence, rupture and anarchy. 

If, in contemplating the dark gulf of civil war thttt now 
yawned before him, he was excited to impute this insurrec- 
tion to causes, societies and persons, v^ho may have been 
guiltless of instigating to so horrible a crime; the error, if 
one existed, may easily be excused on account of the terrific 
magnitude of the calamities impending; and the anxious 
sohcitude which must naturally have disquieted his mind. 
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to avert that most shocking of all human ills, a civil comino^ 
tion, which desolates a country with blood, and leaves no 
hope of returning tranquillity to cheer the mind amidst the 
triple wreck of property, happiness and life. 

The sentiments of Washington upon this event, cannot 
fail to excite the reverence and extort the approbation of 
the read^. In a letter to Mr. Jay, he thus expressed hin^- 
self: " That the self created societies who have spread 
themselves over this country, have been labouring inces- 
santly to sow the seeds of distrust, jealousy, and of course, 
discontent, hofung thereby to effect some revolution in the 
government, is not unknown to you% That they have been 
the fomenters of the western disturbances, admits of no 
doubt in the mind of any one who will examine their con- 
duct. But, fortunately, they have precipitated a crisis, for 
which they were ^ot prepared^ and thereby have unfolded 
views, which will, I trust, effect their annihilation scToner 
than it might have happened. An occasion has also been 
afforded for the people oi* this country to show their abhor- 
rence of the result, and their attachment to the constitution 
and the laws; for, I believe, that five times the number of 
militia that were required, would have come forward in 
support of them, had it been necessary." 

" The spirit which blazed out on this occasion, as soon as 
the object was fully understood, and the lenient measures 
of the government were made known to the people, deserves 
to be communicated. There are instances of general offi- 
cers goin£ at the head of a single troop, or of light compav 
niesi of field officers, when they came to the place of ren- 
dezvous, and found for them no command in that grade, 
turning into the ranks, and serving as private soldiers under 
their' own captains; and of numbers possessing the first for- 
tunes in the country, standing in the ranks as private men. 



a Biu^ie uiaintei, m a soiaier's tent, ai^nng the irosty nights, 
which we have had. Nay, more, many young Quakers of 
the first family, character and property, not discouraged by 
the elders, have turned into the ranks, and are marching 
with the troops." 

Congress assembled in November, and on the 19th of 
that month, the President pronounced to them his annual 
speech, on the state of the nation; replete with suggestions 
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of wisdom, sentiments of patriotism, lessons of polkr, and 
admonitions for improvt^ment, urging the organizition of the 
miliUa, the redemption of the public debt, and other whrfe- 
some measures tending to the national weal. One passaire 
of his address deserves to be here quoted: after comrnend- 
*^.u rr . *7 with which the people had rallied in defence 
of the i/mon, he proceeded to saj: ♦< To ererj description, 
indeed, of citizens, let praise be given: but let them per- 
severe in their affectionate vigilance over that pmcious 

BBPOSrrORY OF AMERICAN happiness; THE CONSTITUTION OF 

THE UNITED STATES. And whcu, in the calm moments of 
reflection, thej shall have retraced the origin aad progress 
of the insurrection, let them determine whether it has not 
been fomented bj combinations of men, who, careless oi 
consequences, and disresarding the unerring truth, that 
those who rouse, cannot always appease a civ3 convulsiou, 
have disseminated, from ian ignorance or perversion of factiB, 
suspicions, jealousies, and accusations ot the whole eovem- 
ment. " ® 

He now recommended to Congress, a more perfect organ- 
isation of the militia, to meet a similar crisis, should it ever 
again arise, and to secure the general defence of the 
county; 

Parties in Congress now ran so high, as to demonstrate 

the fearful pitch, to which paHtical opinio ns may inflame 

the passions of men, even when in the full enjoyment of all 

the blessings which real freedom can secure to a virtuous 

and enlightened people. 

An important measure of this Congress, which had been 
originally and repeatedly ui^ed by Washington, and whose 
beneficial effects have been felt even .down to the present 
lime, while the credit of Us suggestion has been successively 
assumed by every subsequent administration, was a bill to 
provide for the gradual redemption of the public debt; and 
wrhose object has, at tlie time oi penning this life^ been fully, 
or to all intents and purposes, fully consummated. For the 
passage of this act, we are indebted to the guardian patri- 
otism of J^ashington; and for the devisement of the scheme 
of the ^Sinking Fund^ we are indebted to the genius and 
talent of Mexandtr Hamilton^ the William Fitt of the 
XJn^d States, in evei^ attribute of Mnd, save his love of 
liberty, his opi^sitien t$» the arbitrary acts of tiie mother 
eountry, and Ins determined reaiAation to conquer, or die^ 
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in the sacred cause of Independence. To the Congress of 
1794-^, however, we owe the adoption of a system for the 
redemption of a debt, which, in its course of periodical 
liquidation, has excited the ambitionof every administration, 
to claim the merit of its origin, in virtue of their mere 
necessary compliance with its legal requisitions. I state 
this fact, only to show the extent of public virtue, and un- 
affected patriotism, which must have belong to the great 
AND GOOD MAN, who was its reol and original author^, and 
to whom we «tand indebted as a people, for so many and ^ 
such great and endless blessings. 

The scanty provision made for the recompense of the , 
officers of government, now deprived Washington of the 
aid and assistance of his able and ingenious financier^ and 
ttie plan for the redemption of the public debt was the last 
official act of an important character which emanated from 
the Secretary of the Treasury:— that gentleman, from the 
inadequate nature of his salary, being now compelled to, 
relinquish his station in the government. Hamilton gave | 
in his resignation on the 31st of January, 1795. Whatever 
could be said of his political principles and views by the 
members of an antagonist party, all conceded to this great 
man the possession of talents and abilities nevfcr surpassed 
by an American statesman. Devoted to the Unio^ and op- , 
posed to the anarchical system of State soverei^ty, z^ equal 
to national power, he stood side by side to Washii\gton, 
through all me contentions of parties, and so fully reflected 
the sentiments and principles of the /orfAcr of his count t^^ 
as to forbid just censure, while his great patron received 
unqualified praise. Ranging himself in opposition to the 
sanguinary excesses of the French revolution, he had the 
sagacity to foresee, and the moral courage to predict, that 
it could not and would not end in the permanent establish- 
ment of a popular, free and happv government. Washing- 
ton appointed Oliver Wolcott, of Connecticut, in his place. 
In respect to the best policy, which wisdom dictated to 
the United States to pursue towards the Indian tribes^ 
Washington always espoused a pacific^ conciliating^ and 
humane system. A report upon this subject by the Secre^ 
tary at War, containea this excellent passage: — 

*< It seems that ouf own experience would demons^te 
the propriety of endeavouring to preserve a patific eondm^t 
in preference to a hostile one with the Indian tnbe^* The 
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United States can get nothing bj an Indian war^ but they 
risk men, money, and reputation. As we are more powerful 
and more enlightened than they are, there is a responsitnlitr 
of national character that we should treat them with Hna- 
ne88 and even with liberality, ^^ 

From the same cause that had deprived Washington of the 
senius of Alexander Hamilton in the Treasury, was he now 
bereaved of the services of (Gleneral Knox, the Secretary at 
War, who, from the penurious provision made for the com- 

b pensation of the heaas of de|>artments, was now compelled 
to tender his resignation, which he did on the S8th of De- 
cember, 1794. Timothy Pickering, was appointed to suc- 
ceed him. 

On the 7th of March, 1795, Jay^s celebrated treaty with 
England, was received at the Department of State. 

\ Prior to the arrival of this treaty in the United States, 

the prejudice of party had perverted its character, and 
popular clamour had denounced it, without even being 
acquainted with its merits or demerits. The prejudice of 
the popular mind against England, gave a tone to the sen- 
timents of the people, which superceded all enquiry into its 
provisions and terms. It was sufficient that it was a treaty 
with England, and that Jay had been the negociator, to 
doom it to the irrevocable abhorrence of an inflamed people. 
Popular meetings were convened to denounce; pames 
arrayed to oppose it; and newspapers employed to stigmatise 
itp— but, the Senate of the United States and George Wash- 
ingtanhsA ratified thetreaty^andyet the people proclaimed 
that it would destroy the interest, sully the honour, and 
undermine the independence oi the country-— because it was 
a British treaty! Marshall indulges in the following judi- 
cious reflections upon this course -ef, the party, who were re- 
solved to see no merit, and to detest every measure, having 
the remotest connexion with England. ^^ In the populous' 
cities, meetings of the people were immediately summoned, 
in order to take into their consideration, and to express their 
c^inioBs respecting an instrument, to comprehend the ftdl 
extent of wnich^ a statesman would need deep r^ection in 
the quiet of his closet ^ aided by considerable in^ry^ It maj 
well be supposed, that persons feeling some distrust of their 
capacity to form, ii>tuitively, a cojftect judgment on a sub- 
ject so complex, and disposed only to act knowingly, would 
be (U»iueUned to att^a such meetings; or, if present at 
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iheiDy would be unwilling to commit themselves by so hasty 
A decision. Many intelligent men, iJierefore, stood aloof, 
while the most intemperate assumed, as usual, the name of 
the people f pronounced a definitive and unqualified condem- 
nation of every article in the treaty^ and with the utmost 
confidence assigned reasons for their opinions, which in 
many instances, had only an ima^nary existence." In 
saying this, Marshall disclaims being an advocate for the 
treaty; but fw what reason it is difficult to imagine. 

The treaty was burnt by a mob of three hundred persons 
before the doors of the British minister and consul at Phi* 
ladelphia, as well as before the mansion of Mr. Bingham, 
one of the Senators! 

Washington however, with his characteristic firmness, 
remained immovable-— determined never to yield his consti- 
tutional functions to public clamour, and to make the policy 
of government a mere weathercock of party. He was all 
that an American, proud of his country, and in love with 
virtue, could wish him. 

During the ranng of the storm kindled hj the ratification 
of the treaty, Washington, as usual, retired for a short 
period to Mount Vernon, from whence, in a letter dated the 
3 1st of July, he expressed himself to a friend in Philadel- 
phia, in terms of the most acute anxiety, as to the embarrass* 
ments in which these popular movements placed the govern- 
ment with foreign powers, especially the two jealous belli- 
gerents, whose warSf like the gulfs of Sylla and Charibdis, 
every moment threatened to drag the United States into 
their devouring vortex. 

On the 11th of Aueust, Washington returned to Phila« 
deiplna, and having c^led a calnnet council, he ratified the 
treaty, resolved to diseharge his duty in defiance of all 
consequences to his own popularity. 

' Bxasperated by this decided and firm step, tiie popular 
indignation rose to the hi^st pitch, and ventured to ]mfer 
charj^ of peculation andnstthe man, who had spent a life 
of toil in the service of his country, without fee or reward I 
A calumny so gross could not adhere to a reputation so 
spotless; and public indignation, upon an inquiry into the 
^^ounds of the libel, frowned its jn^opagiitors into silence 
and contempts 

On the 19th of August, 1795, the Secretary of State 
tendered his resignation, and Mr. Pickering was appointed 
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in his room; and Mr. M^Henry was commissioned as Se- 
cretary at War. The death of Mr. Bradford having caused 
a vacancy in the office of Attorney General, Mr. Lee, of 
V i^inia, was appointed. 

The western counties of Pennsylvania were now restored 
to perfect quiet. 

On the 3d of August, General Wayne concluded a treaty 
of peace with the Indian tribes, north-west of the Ohio, as 
well as those of the southern portion of the Union. 

On the 5th of September, a treaty with Jilgiers was con- 
cluded. 

Successful in all points in adjusting the differences of the 
country with Foreign Powers, a treaty with Spain was 
likewise concluded, in which the free navigation of the 
Mississippi river was ^aranteed, and satisfactory bounda- 
ries settled: thus, evincing on the part of Washington, those 
high qualities of perseverance, prudence, justice, firmness, 
dignity and rieht, which constitute the practical statesman, 
and which in his person were combined with the exalted 
virtues of the approved patriot. 

The new Congress now met, and again exhibited a mino- 
rity in the House of Representatives, opposed to the admit 
nistration. The speech of the President was, as usual , dis- 
tinguished for wisdom, firmness, dignity and moderation, 
in which he exhorted Congress to the practice of toleration 
and forbearance. 

Mr. ^detf having succeeded Faucket as minister from 
France, the former presented to the President, on the 1st 
January, 1796, the colours of the French nation, on which 
occasion Washington delivered a highly complimentary 
address to the French ambassador, in which the cause of 
liberty was most enthusiastically extolled by the American 
chief, who did not fail to pay a tribute of warm praise to 
the virtues and gallantry of the citis^ens of France. 

In February, 1796, the treaty witii Great Britain was 
returned to the President, ratified by the English monarch. 
Accordingly, Washington, in pursuance of his constitu- 
tional functions, issued his proclamation, announcing its 
terms, and-enjoinine its observance and execution as the 
supreme law of the land. 

At this proclamation the House of Representatives took 
umbrage, under an impression that the action of the House 
was necessary to its validity. 

N 2 
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To manifest this dissatisfactioti, the House adopted a re- 
solution, calling on the President to lay before them all 
papers connected with the negociations of Mr. J^ with 
the British government As a party movement, hostde to 
Washington, this resolution acquired great importance, not 
only as it infringed an his eonstitutianal powers^ but as it 
placed him in a position of direct collision with the popular 
Wnch of the legislature. Fortunately for the constitu- 
tion and the country, his firmness was not to be moved by 
the dread of losine popular favour. Important precedents 
were to be established oy his conduct on this occasion^ and, 
acting with his wonted ddiberation, judgment and sagacity, 
he transmitted a message to the House, on the 30th of 
March, in which he denied their right to demand papers, 
and declined a compliance with weir resolution. This 
messaee is remarkable for a vigour of reasoning, a frank- 
ness w tone, a fearlessness of consequences and a perspi- 
cuity of exposition which will never fail to command ad- 
miration and extort applause; aa a triumphant vindication 
of executive prero^tive and constitutional provision, against 
attempted legislative usurpation and the cimfusion and chaos 
of mere party innovations. 

At the head of the opposition to Washington, in the 
House of Representatives, stood Albtrt GoZ/o^in, a talented 
emigrant from Switzerland, who had been conspicuous in 
the western insurrection, and whom popular infatuation 
had invested with the dignity of a representative, instead 
of the obscurity of the insurgent. This man, always loose 
in principle, and never satisfied with the regular movements 
of lawful government, now attempted to oppose the en- 
lightened decision of Washington, by the clamour of faction 
and the sophistry of the demaeogue. In vain, however, did 
tins wily Jesuit impose what he had not virtue enough to 
approve. The dignified and patriotic policy of Washings 
ton triumphed; and, on the d9th of April, the resolution 
was carried in favour of the necessary imus to carry into 
effect the treaty with Great Britain. 

Congress adjourned on the 1st of June, with party pas- 
sions highly inflamed I and containing, among some of the 
brightest jewels of political worth and purity, mwe than 
enough of gross and grovelling material to have fomented a 
revolution against the united virtue of the sages <^ mankind. 

Amidst the cares of State, and the complicated evocations 
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incidental to the government of a great empirey Washington 
did not permit the finer emotions ot friendship and hi^manitj 
to be enaced from his heart. Having been early and cor- 
dially attached, by the ties of the warmest friendship, to 
the Marquis La Fayette, he had been a grieved observer of 
the eiile and imprisonment of that chivalrous Frenchman 
in the dungeon of Olmutzi and had exerted his influence, 
through the American ambassadors at foreim courts, to al- 
leviate his sufferings, and procure his enlargement; but, 
itisappointed in this object, he addressed a Tetter to the 
Emperor of Germany, which is so deeply characterised by 
tlie noblest feelings, the most refined sentiments, and the 
purest ebullitions of a humane and generous heart, that I 
cannot omit to record it for the pleasure of the reader. 

<^ It will readily occur to your majesty that occasions 
may sometimes exist, on which official considerations would 
constrain the chief of 9 nation to be silent and passive in 
relation even to objects which affect his sensibility, and 
claim his interposition as a man. Finding myself precisely 
in this situation at present, I take the liberty of writing 
this private letter to your majesty, being persuaded Ihat my 
motives will also be my apolosy for it." 

^^ In common with tne people of this country, I retain ^ 
strong and cordial sense of the services rendered to them 
by the Marquis de la Fayette; and my friendship for him 
has been constant and sincere. It is natural, therefore, 
that I should sympathise with him and his family in their 
misfortunes, and endeavour to mitigate the calamities they 
expmence, among which his present confinement is not the 
least distressing. '' 

" I forbear to enlarge on this delicate subject. Permit 
me only to submit to your majesty's consideration, whether 
his long imprisonment, and the confiscation of his estate, 
and tlie indigence and dispersion of his family, and the 
painful anxieties incident to all these circumstances, do not 
form an assemblage of sufferings which recommend him to 
the mediation of numanity? Allow me, sir, on this occa- 
sion to be its organ; and to entreat that he may be permit- 
ted to come to this country on such conditions, ana under 
such restrictions as your majesty may think it expedient to 
prescribe." 

'' As it is a maxim with me not to ask what, under similar 
circumstances, I would not grant, your majesty will do me 
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the justice to believe, that this reduest appears to me to 
correspond with those great principles of nu^animit j and 
wisdom which form the basis of sound policy and durable 
glory." 

Another epoch in the life and history of Washington, was 
now about to take place, inferior to no preceding era of his 
eventful existence, and illustrious character, in the impor- 
tance of its influence upon the government and destinies of 
his native country, by the precedent it would establish, as a 
conservative principle of the liberties, rights and happiness 
of the people. This was the epoch of. his retirement from 
office. 

His intention to decline another election, had for some time 
been imparted to his intimate friends, who justly contem- 
plated with dread an event which would open the country to 
the convulsions of party on the one hand, or the agitationsL 
incident to an untried system on the other. Having been 
forced^ as it were, by the power of public opinion, from the 
sweets of private life, purely from considerations of national 
usefulness; and having yielded to this force with painful 
reluctance, he now, seeing his country safely moored from 
the tempests of domestic discord and foreign aggression, 
once more turned his eyes towards Mount Vernon^ sighing 
for the repose of its shades, and longing io enjoy the tran- 
quil solace of its domestic endeannents. To establish a 
taholesame limit to the term of executive power, which the 
constitution had left open to an indefinite practice, to be 
settled hy precedent, was not among the least of his motives 
which induced him to form this resolution: to depart from 
which, nothing short of circumstances fatal to the existence 
of the Union could have influenced him. 

It is a singular and an exalted trait in the character of 
Washington, that party never understood him, and that 
party never could appreciate the purity of his virtue, or the 
grandeur of his genius. The reason of this was, that he 
never thought, or felt through the medium of party himself, 
and had no sympathy for its delusions, its . blindness, its 
deceptions and its sinuosities. His passions were national 
not factious, his views were for his country^, not for a party ^ 
and hence the non-existence of all sympathjr, between those 
who looked at every measure through the focus of a party, 
and the great patriot who never permitted himself to look 
at any subject but through the medium of his cotmtry^a 
good! 
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Whatcvw* Mr. Jeffiergon may have alleged in moments of 
envy, or during the irritation of party excitement, to dia- 
parase the republican force of the inflexible principles of 
Washington, he.has made ample atonement for the injustice, 
in his notes of * Conversations with the President,^ from 
which I cannot omit to quote the following passage, *^ I 
expressed to him, says Jefferson, my excessive repugnance 
to public life, the particular uneasiness of my situation in 
this place, where the laws of society oblige me to move 
exactly in the circle which I know to bear me peculiar 
hatred I that is to say, the wealthy aristocrats,, the merchants 
connected closiely with England, the new created paper 
fortunes; that, thus surrounded, my words were caugnt, 
multiplied, misconstrued, and even fabricated and spread 
abroad to my injury; that he saw also, that there was such 
an (m)Osition of views between myself and another part of 
the administration, as to render it peculiarly unpleasing, 
and to destroy i\\e necessary harmony. Witnout knowing 
the views of what is called tne republican party here, or ha- 
ying any communication with tnem, I could undertake to 
assure him, from my intimacy with that party in the late 
Congress, ^at there was not a view in the republican party, 
as spread over the United States, which went to the frame 
of the government; that I believed the next Congress would 
Biicmpt nothing material, but to render their own body in- 
dependent; that that party were firm in their dispositions 
to support the government; that the manoeuvres of Mr. 
G«net might produce some little embarrassment, but that 
he would be abandoned by the republicans. the moment they 
knew the nature of his conduct; and, on the whole, no crisis 
existed which threatened any thing.'' 

<^ He said, he believed the views of the republican party 
were perfectly pure, but when men put a machine into mO' 
turn it is impossible for them to stop it exactly where they 
would choose, or to say where it will stop. That the con- 
sHtuHon we have is an ixeelleni one, if we can keep it where 
it is; that it was indeed, supposed there was a party dis- 
posed to change it into a monarchical vorm, but that he 
covld conscientiously declare there was not a man in the 
United States who would set his face more decidedly 
against it than kimselil Here I interrupted him, by saying, 
^no raiionaiman in the United States suspects you of any 
other disposition; but there does not pass a week, in which 
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We cannot prove declarations dropping from the monarchi- 
cal party, that our ^vemment is good for nothing, is a milk 
and water thing which cannot support itself, we must knock 
it down, and set up something of more energy.' He said, 
if that was the case^ he thought it a proofs of their insanity, 
for that the republican spirit of the Union was so manifest 
and so solid, that it was astonishing how any one could 
expect to move it.^^ 

Making allowance for the envy which evidently moved 
Jefferson, on all occasions, to disparage Washington, the 
former has been more just to him than might witn reason 
be expected; when we consider that the latter never encour- 
aged Jefferson to look beyond his cabinet appointment, and 
always gave the preference of patronage, with an eye to the 
succession, to the enemies of tne Secretary of State, which 
could not fail to kindle his resentment, and even excite 
his venom. Yet, even thus prejudiced as Jefferson was 
against the father of his country^ he has given us the fol- 
lowing testimony in favour of the modesty, moderation and 
republican simplicity of the first President of the nation^ 
and which, .^; presume, we are to understand as equivalent 
to his recantation of his insidious charges of his monarehi- 
cal disposition and design in the institution of levees^ 4^c.— - 
"When the President went to New York, he resisted, for 
three weeks, the effort to introduce levees. At length be 
yielded, and left it to Humphreys, and some others, to set- 
tle the forms. Accordingly, an anti -chamber and presence 
room were provided, and when those who were to pav their 
court were assembled, the President set out, preceded by 
Humphrevs. After passing through the anti -chamber the 
door of tne inner room was thrown open, and Humphreys 
entered first, calling out with a loud voice, * the President 
of the United States.' The President was so much discon- 
certed with it, that he did not recover it the whole time of 
the levee, and when the company was gone, he said to 
Humphreys-—^ well you have taken me in once, but you 
shall never take me m a second time. ' " 

It must ever excite the surprise, regret and mortification 
of all trtie Americans^ that a party ever did exist in oppo- 
sition to George Washington ; and in the minds of the same 
it will ever excite mingled emotions of contempt and ab^ 
horrcnce, that this party should have opened the battery of 
their slanders, as they beheld the patriot on his retreat to 



I 



GEORGE WASHINGTON. 155 

private life; and that their malicious detraction sharpened 
its demoniac acrimony as the object of their calumnj ap- 
peared to ascend beyond their reach, in his progress to an 
exalted and immortal renown. Like all cowards, they 
began the attack when the lion had turned his back on the 
reptiles who in rain strove to sting him, and finding the 
giant impenetrable to their pigmy malice, they determined, 
by making a noise, to conceal their own imbecility and di- 
minish the apparent grandeur of their foe — by the virulence 
of their hatred and malignity. 

Foremost in this work of infamy stood Freneau's and 
Bache's papers, the infuriate champions of licentious doc- 
trines, /and the common sewer through which concealed 
rancour poured its cowardly libels upon the head of the man 
who had achieved the independence and founded the repub- 
lic of America; who had won its victories in fields of blood, 
and cemented its libei*ties by the practical illustration of 
the constitution which he had assisted to frame and adopt* 
In one of these journals appeared a confidential paper, 
which had been privately submitted to the advice of 
his cabinet; and the publicity of which broug:ht suspicions 
of a perfidious betrayal of confidence on so' te member ot 
his late administration. From this paper, faction drew in- 
ferences to blacken the fame and asperse the motives of 
Washington, in relation to his deportment towai-ds the in- 
solent Genet, and the bloody scenes of the French revo^ 
lution. 

Mr. Jefferson, on whom, from the fact of his retirement 
from the cabinet, and other circumstances, suspidlon tm- 
juatly fell, of having violated his confidence as a cabinet 
minister, now thought proper to vindicate hinjPlf, in a letter 
to Washington, from the foul charge of having given it to 
the public; and that this violation of confidence and good 
faith, must have been the work of some other, less alive to 
the purity of his character, and the value of a good name. 
Mr. Jefferson avowed his total abstraction from all party 
questions. 

To this letter of vindication and denial, Washington thus 
responded: "If I had entertained anv suspicion before, that 
the queries which have been published in Bache's paper, 
proceeded from you, the assurances youphave given of the 
contrary would have removed them: but the truth is, I har- 
boured none. I am at no loss to conjecture from what 
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^ source they flowed, through what chftnnel they were con- 

^ reyed, nor for what purpose they and similau* publications 

r appear. 

" As you have mentioned the subject yourself, it would 
not be frank, candid, or friendly, to conceal that your con- 
duct has been repi^esented as derogating from that opinion 
I conceived you had entertained of me^ that to your parti- 
cular friends, and connexions you have described, and they 
have denounced me, as a person under a dangerous4nflu- 
ence, and that, if I would listen more to some other opi- 
nions, all would be well. My answer invariably has been, 
that I had never discovered any thing in the conduct of Mr. 
Jefferson to raise suspicions in my mind of his sincerity^ 
that if he would retrace my public conduct, while he was in 
the administration, abundant proofs would occur to him, 
that truth and right decisions were the sole objects of tnj 
pursuit; that there were as many instances within his oton 
knowledge of my having decided against as in favour of* 
the person evidently alluded i^^ and, moreover, that I was 
no believer in the infallibility of the politics or measures of 
any knan living. In short, that I was no party man myself, 
and that the first wish of my heart, was, if parties did exist, 
to reconcile them." 

\ ** To this I may add, and very truly, that, until the last 

■^ jesLT or two, I had no conception that parties would, or 
even could go the lengths I have been witness- to; nor did I 
believe, until lately, that it was within the bounds of proba- 
bility^ hardly within those of possibility, that while I was 
usudg n^^uimbst exertions, to establish a national chareuiter 
of ou/ oi^Tn^independent as far as our obligations and jus- 
tice would pelliMj;, of every nation of the earth; and wished, 
by steering* 8t?|dy course, to preserve this country from 
the horrors of a desolating war, 1 should be accused of being 
the enemy of one nation, and subject to the influence of 
^ another; and to pro^^it, that every act of my administration 
would be tortured, and the grossest and most insidious mis- 
representations of them be made, by giving one side only of 
a subject, and that too in such exaggerated and indecent 
terms, as could scarcely be applied to a Nero-^-to a notorious 
defaulter — or even to a common pick-pocket. 

But, enough of ^is*— I nave already gone further in the 
expres^on of my feelings than I intended. '' 

Every expedient of depravity—- every project of fwgery 
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and defamation, were now exhausted to blast his fame, or 
tarnish his glorj. f^abricated letters, which had before been 
published, m 1777 ^ detected and condemned, were now 
raked from the recesses of putrid slander, and republished 
as fipenuine, bj the same incendiaries who had attempted to 
defame him through Bache's paper, and which occasioned 
the denial of Mr. Jefferson's agency in that dark work of 
moral assassination. The letters were said to have been 
found in a portmanteau, left in the care of his mulatto ser> 
vant Bill J, who was taken prisoner by the British. In the 
exposure of their fabrication by Washington, deposited in 
the department of state, it appears that Billy never was 
taken prisoner, and that no part of the baggage of the Ge- 
neral ever fell into the hands of the enemy. 

The charges of enmity towards France, alleged to per- 
vade and influence the mind of Washington, had been fully 
refuted by his official efforts to negociate a treaty of com- 
merce with that republic; but the incapacity of Mr. Monroe, 
as a diplomatist, combined with his extravagant devotion to 
the French Directory, had operated to frustrate all the 
plans of Washington to succeed in any negociation for that 
object. To remove the obstacle supposed to exist in the 
person of that minister, he was accordingly superceded by 
Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, of South Carolina. 

As the election for President and Vice President drew 
near, Washington perceiving thathe might safely withdraw 
from the chair, announced his intention to the American 
people, in what has been called his Farewell Add]^ess, a 
paper so pre-eminent for the best lessons of political, wis- 
dom, and so replete with maxims of liberty, ^lat tend to 
<:ement the Union, and preserve the Republic entire, for 
endless generations-— a paper, at the same time so distin- 
ffuished for its eloquence^ and remarkable for its pure and 
lofty spirit of patriotism— that not to insert it here, ema- 
nating as it did imme^ately from the head and heart of its 
great author, would betray a want of judgment, as well as 
of patriotism, of which I would not willingly be supposed 
guilty; more especially, as it ought to be a subject of fre- 
quent perusal, and much study, to every American, of 
whatever age, or condition — ^that they may imprint on the 
memoriBs of their children, ih% political tSiament of a man, 
who never thought but for his country's sood—- and who 
never felt but for his country's honour, and we rights, liber* 
ties, anfji happiness of the human race. 

O 
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OF GEORGE WASHINGTON. 



TO THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Friends and Fellow Citizens, 

The period of a new election of a citizen to administer 
the executive government of the United States, being not 
far distant, and the time actually arrived, when your 
thoughts must be employed in designating the person who 
is to be clothed vrith that important trust; it appears to me 
proper, especially as it may conduce to a more distinct 
expression of the public voice, that I should now apprise 
you of the resolution I have formed, to decline being con- 
sidered among the number of those out of whom a choice is 
to be made. 

I beg you, at the same time, to do me the justice to be 
assured, that this resolution has not been taken, without a 
strict regard to all the considerations appertaining to the 
relation which binds a dutiful citizen to his country: that, 
in withdrawing the t^der of service which silence in my 
situation might imply,' I -am influenced by no diminution of 
zeal for your future interest, no deficiency of grateful 
respect for your past kindness; but am supported by a full 
conviction that the step is compatible with both. 

The acceptance of, and continuance hitherto in the office 
to which your suffrages have twice called me, have been a 
uniform sacrifice of inclination to the opinion of duty, and 
to a deferei|ce for what appeared to be your desire. I con- 
stantly hoped, that it would have been much earlier in my 
power, consistently with motives which I was not at liberty 
to disregard, to return to that retirement from which I had 
been reluctantly drawn. The strength of my inclination to 
do this, previous to the last election, had even led to the 
preparation of an address to declare it to you; but mature 
reflection on the then perplexed and critical posture of oiir 
affairs with foreign nations, and the unanimous advice of 

Sersons entitled to my confidence, impelled me to abandon 
le idea. ^ 

I rejoice that me state of your concerns, external as well 
as internal, no longer renders the pursuit of inclination in- 
compatible with the sentiment of auty or propriety: and I 
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Am persuaded whatever partiality may be retained for my 
services, that in the present circumstances of our country, 
you will not disapprove of my determination to retire. 

The impressions with which I first undertook the arduous 
trust, were explained on the proper occasion. In the dis- 
charge of this trust, I will only say, that I have with good 
intentions contributed towards the organisation and admi- 
nistration of the government, the best exertions of which a 
very fallible jud^ent was capable. Not unconscious, in 
the outset, of the inferiority of my qualifications, experience 
in my own eyes, perhaps still more in the eyes of others, 
has strengthened the motives to diffidence of myself^ and 
every day the increasing weight of years admonishes me 
more and more, that the shade of retirement is as necessary 
to me as it will be welcome. . Satisfied that if any circum- 
stances have given peculiar value to my services, they were 
temporary; I have the consolation to believe, that while 
choice and prudence invite me to quit the political scene, 
patriotism does not forbid it. 

In looking forward to the moment which is intended to 
terminate the career of my public life, my feelings do not 
permit me to suspend the deep acknowledgment of that 
debt of gratitude which I owe to my beloved country, for 
the many honours it has conferred upon me; still more for 
the stedfast confidence with which it has supported me 5 and 
for the opportunities I have thence enjoyed of manifesting 
my inviolable attachment, by services faithful and perse- 
vering, though in usefulness unequal to my zeal. If benefits 
have resulted to our country ijfom these services, let it 
always be remembered to our pkuadj and as an instructive 
example in our annals, that und^r/ circumstances in which 
the passions, agitated in every direction, were liable to mis- 
lead amidst appearances sometimes dubious, vicissitudes of 
fortune often discouraging,— in situations in which not un- 
frecjuently want of success has countenanced the spirit of 
criticism; the constancy of your support was the essential 
prop of the efforts, and a guarantee of the plans, by which 
they were effected. Profoundly penetrated with this idea, 
I shall carry it with me to my grave, as a strong incitement 
to unceasing vows that Heaven may continue to you the 
choicest tokens of its beneficence, that your union and 
brotherly affections may be perpetual; that the free consti- 
tution, which is the work of your hands may be sacredly 
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maintained; that its administration in every department 
may be stamped with wisdom and virtue; that, in fine, the 
happiness of the people of these States, under the auspices 
of liberty, may be made complete, by so careful a preserva- 
tion, and so prudent a use ot this blessing, as will acquire 
to them the glory of recommending it to the applause, the 
affection, and adoption of every nation which is yet a 
stranger to it. 

Here, perhaps, I ought to stop. But a solicitude for 
your welfare, which cannot end but with my life, and the 
apprehension of danger, natural to that solicitude, urge me, 
on an occasion like the present, to offer to your solemn con- 
templation, and to recommend to your frequent review, 
some sentiments, which are the results of much reflection, 
of no inconsiderable observation, and which appear to me 
all important to the permanency of your felicity as a- people. 
These will be offered to you with the more freedom, as you 
can only feel in them the disinterested warnings of a parting 
friend, who can possibly have no personal motive to bias 
•his counsel. Nor can I forget, as an encouragement to it, 
your indulgent reception of my sentiments on a former and 
not dissimilar occasion. Interwoven as is the love of liberty 
with every ligament of your hearts, no recommendation of 
mine is necessary to fortify or confirm the attachment. 

The unity of government which constitutes you one peo- 
ple, is also now dear to you. It is justly so; for it is a main 
pillar in the edifice of your real independence, the support 
of your tranquillity at home, your peace abroad; of your 
prosperity; of that very liberty which you so highly prize. 
but, as it is easy to foresee, that from different causes and 
from different quarters, much pains will be taken, many 
artifices employed, to weaken in your minds the conviction 
of this truth; as this is the point in your political fortress 
a^nst which the batteries of internal and external enemies 
will be mos^ constantly and actively directed, it is of infi- 
nite moment, that you should properly estimate the immense 
value of your national Union, to your collective and indi- 
vidual happiness; that you shoulci cherish a cordial, habi- 
tual and immovable attachment to it; accustoming your- 
selves to think and speak of it as of the palladium of your 
political safety and prosperity, watching for its preservation 
with jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever may sug- 
gest even a suspicion, that it can in any event be abanaoned; 
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and, indignantly frowning upon the first dawning of every 
attempt to alienate any part of our country from the rest, 
or to enfeeble the sacred ties which now link together the 
various parts. 

For this you have every inducement of sympathy and in- 
terest. Citizens by birth, and by choice of a common country, 
that country has a right to concentrate your affections. The 
name of American, which belongs to you in your national 
capacity, must always, exalt the just pride of patriotism 
more than any appellation derived from local discrimina- 
tions. With slight shades of difference, you have the same 
religion, manners, habits and political principles. You 
have in a common cause fought and triumphed together^ 
the independence and liberty you possess are the work of 
Joint councils, and joint efforts, of common dangers, suffer- 
ing and successes. 

But these considerations, however powerfully they ad- 
dress themselves to your sensibility, are greatly outweighed 
by those which apply more immediately to your interest. 
Here every portion of our country finds the most command- 
ing motives for carefully guarding and preserving the union 
of the whole. 

The North, in an unrestrained intercourse with the South, 
protected by the equal laws of a common government, finds 
m the productions of the latter great additional resources 
of maritime and commercial enterprize, and precious ma- 
terials of manufacturing industry. The South, in the same 
intercourse, benefiting by the agency of the North, sees its 
agriculture and its commerce expand. Turning partly into 
ite own channels the seamen of the north, it finds its parti- 
cular navigation invigorated; and while it contributes in 
different ways to nourish and increase the general mass of 
the national navigation, it looks forward to the protection 
of a maritime strength, to which itself is unequally adapted. 
The East, in a like intercourse with the West, always nnds, 
and in the progressive improvement of interior communica- 
tions by land and water, will more and more find a valuable 
vent for the commodities which it brings from abroad, or 
manufactures at home. The West derives from the East 
supplies requisite to its growth and comfort, and what is 
perhaps of still greater consequence, it must, of necessity, 
owe the secure enjoyment of indispensable outlets for its 
own productions to the weight, innuence, and the future 

02 
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maritime strenj^ of the Union, directed bj an indissoluble 
community of interest as one nation^ Any other tenure bj 
^ which the West can hold this essential advantage, whether 

derived from its own separate strength or from an apostate 
and unnatural connection with any foreign power, must be 
intrinsically precarious^ 

While then every part of our country thus feels an im* 
mediate and particular interest in Union, all the parts com- 
bined cannot fail to find in the united mass of means and 
efforts greater strength, greater resource, proportionably 
greater security from mtemal danger, a less frequent inter- 
ruption of their peace by foreign nations; and what is of 
% inestimable value, they must derive from union an exempt 

tion from those broils and wars between themselves, which 
so frequently assist neighbouring countries,, not tied to^ 
gether by the same government, wnich their own rivalships 
alone would be sufficient to produce; but which opposite 
foreign alliances, attachments and intri^es, would stimu^ 
late and embitter^ Hence^ likewise^ they will avoid the 
necessity of those overgrown military establishments, which 
under any form of government are inauspicious to liberty,, 
and which are to be regarded as particularly hostile to 
republican liberty; in this sense it is, that your Union ought 
to be considered as a main prop of your liberty, and that ' 
the love of the one ought to endear to you the preservation 
of the other. These considerations speak a persuasive lan- 
guage to every reflecting and virtuous mind, and exhibit 
me continuance of the Union as a primary object of patriotic 
desire. Is there a doubt whether a common government 
can embrace so large a sphere? Let experience solve it. 
To listen to mere speci^lation in such a case were criminal. 
We are authorized to hope that a proper organization of the 
whole, with the auxiliary agency of government for the re- 
spective subdivisicms, will afford a nappy issue to the ex- 
periment. With these powerful and obvious motives to 
Union, affecting all parts of our country, while experience 
shall not have demonstrated 'its impraQtibility, there will 
always be reason to distrust the patriotism of tnose, who in 
any quarter may endeavtwir to weaken its bonds. 

In contemplating the causey which may disturb our 
Union, it occurs, as a matter of serious concern, that aiiy 
ground should have been furnished for characterizing par- 
ties by geographical discriminations — Northern and South- 
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crn— Atlantic and Western? whence designing men may 
endeavour to excite a belief that there is a real difference 
of local interests and views. One of the expedients of 
party to acquire influence, within particular districts, is to 
misrepresent the opinions and aims of other districts. You 
cannot shield yourselves too much against the jealousies 
and heart burmnes which spring from those misrepresent 
tations; they tend to render alien to each ether those who 
ought to be bound by fraternal affection. The inhabitants 
of our western country have lately had a useful lesson on 
this head^ they have seen, in the negociation by the execu- 
tive, and in tne unanimous ratification by the Senate, of 
the treaty with Spain, and in the universal satisfaction at > 

that event throughout the United States, a decisive proof ' 

how unfounded were suspicions propagated among them of ^ 

a policy in the general ^vernment, and in the Atlantic 
States, unfriendly to their interests in regard to the Mis* 
sissippi; they have been witnesses to the formation of two ^ 

treaties, that with Great Britain, and that with Spain, 
which secure to them every thing thev could desire, in 
respect to our foreign relations towards continuing their 
prosperity. Will it not be their wisdom to rely> for the, 
preservation of these advantages, on the Union, by which 
they were procured? Will they not henceforth be deaf to 
these advisers, if such they are, who would sever them from 
their brethren, and connect them with aliens ? 

To the efficacy and permanency of your Union^ a gotern- 
ment for the whole is indispensable. No alliances, how- 
ever strict, between the parts can be an adequate substitute;- 
they must inevitably experience the infractions and inter- 
ruptions which all alliances in all times have experienced. 
Sensible of this momentous truth, you have improved upon 
your first essay, by the adoption of a constitution of govern- 
ment better calculated than your former for an intimate 
Union, and for the efficacious management of your common 
concerns. This government, the offspring of our own 
choice, uninfluenced and unawed,. adopted unon full inves- 
tigation and mature deliberaticm, completely free in ita 
principles in the distribution of its powers, uniting security 
wi^ energy, and containing within itself a provision for 
its own amendment, has a just claim to your confidence 
and your support. Respect for its authority, compliance 
with it^ laws, acquiescence in ita measures^^ ar^ duties en- 
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jmned by the fundamental maxims of true liber j. The basis 
of our political systems is the right of the people to make« 
and to alter their constitutions which at any time exists, 
till changed by an explicit and authentic act of the whole 
people^ is sacredly obligatory upon all. 

The very idea of the power and the right of the people 
to establish government, presupposes the duty of every m^ 
dividual to obey tlie established government. All obstruc- 
tions to the execution of the laws, all combinations and 
associations, under whatever plausible character, with the 
real design to direct, control, counteract or awe the regular 
deliberation and action of the constituted authorities, are 
destructive of this fundamental principle, and of fatal ten- 
dency. They serve to organize faction, to give it an ar- 
tificial and extraordinary force, to put in the place of the 
delegated will of the nation the will of a party, often a 
small but artful and enterprising minority of the community; 
and according to the alternate triumphs of different parties, 
to make the public administrations the mirror of the ill 
concerted and incongruous projects of faction, rather than 
the organ of consistent wholesome plans digested by com- 
mon councils, and modified by mutual interest. 

However combinations or associations of the above de- 
scription may now and then answer popular ends, they are 
likely, in the course of time and things, to become potent 
engines, by which cunninff, ambitious and unprincipled 
men will be enabled to subvert the power of the people, 
and to usurp for themselves the reins of government; de- 
stroying afterwards the very en^nes which have lifted 
them to unjust dominion. 

Towards the preservation of your government, and the 
permanency of your present happy state, it is requisite, 
not only that you steadily discountenance irregular oppo- 
sitions to its acknowledged authority, but also that you re- 
sist with care the spirit of innovation upon its principles, 
however specious the pretexts. One method of assault may 
be to effect, in the forms of the constitution, alterations 
which vnll impair the energy, of the system, and thus to 
undermine what cannot be directly overthrown. In all the 
changes to which you may be invited, remember that time 
and habit are at least as necessary to fix the true character 
of governments as of other human institutions; that experi- 
ence is the surest standard by which to test the real ten- 
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dencj of the existing constitution of a country; that facility 
in changes, upon the credit of mere hypothesis and opinion, 
exposes to perpetual change, from the endles» variety of 
hypothesis and opinion; and remember, especially, that for 
the efficient management of your common interests, in a 
country so extensive as ours, a government of as much 
vieour as is consistent with the perfect security of liberty, 
is indispensable. Liberty itself will find, in such a govern- 
ment, with powers properly distributed and adjusted, its 
surest guardian. It is, indeed, little else than a name 
where the government is too feeble to withstand the enter- 
prises of faction, to confine each member of the society 
within the limits prescribed by the laws, and to maintain 
all in the secure and tranquil enjoyments of the rights of 
persons and property. 

I have already intimated to you the danger of parties in 
the State, wiih particular reference to the tounding of them 
on geographical discriminations. Let me now take a more 
comprenensiye view, and warn you in the most solemn 
manner against the baneful effects of the spirit of party 
generally. 

This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from our nature, 
having its root in the strongest passions of the human mind. 
It exists under different shapes in all governments, more 
or less stifled, controlled, or repressed; but in those of the 
popular form, it is seen in its greatest rankness, and is truly 
their worst enemy. 

The alternate domination of one faction over another, 
sharpened by the spirit of revenge, natural to party dissen- 
tion, which in different ages and countries has perpetuated 
the most horrid enormities, is itself a frightful despotism. 
But this leads at length to a more formS and permanent 
despotism. The disorders and miseries which result, era- 
dually inclining the minds of men to seek security and re- 
pose in the absolute power of an individual: and sooner or 
later the chief of some prevailing faction, more able or 
more fortunate than his competitors, turns this disposition 
to the purposes of his own elevation, on the ruins of public 
liberty. 

Without looking forward to an extremity of this kii^d, 
the common and continual mischiefs of the spirit of party 
are sufficient to make it the interest and duty of a wise peo- 
ple to discourage and restrain it. 
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It serves always to distract the public counsels, and en- 
feeble the public administration. It agitates the community 
with ill-founded jealousies and false alarms; kindles the 
animosity of one part against another, foments occasionally 
riot and insurrection. It opens the door to foreign in- 
fluence and corruption, which finds a facilitated access to 
the government itself through the channels of party pas- 
sions. Thus the policy and will of one country are sub- 
jected to the policy and will of another. 

There is an opinion that parties, in free countries, are 
useful checks upon the administration of the government, 
and serve to keep alive the spirit of liberty. This, within 
certain limits is probably true; and in governments of a 
monarchical cast, patriotism may look with indulgence, 
if not with favour, upon the spirit of party; but in those of 
the popular character, and in government purely elective, it 
is a spirit not to be encouraged. From their natural ten- 
dency it is certain there wul always be enough of that 
spirit for every .salutary^ purpose. And there being con- 
stant danger of excess, the effort ought to be, by force of 
public opinion, to mitigate and assuage it — a fire not to be 
quenched; it demands uniform vigilance to prevent its burst- 
ing into a flame, lest, instead of warming, it should con- 
sume. 

' It is important likewise that the habits of thinkine in a 
free country should inspire caution in those entrusted with 
its administration to confine themselves within their respec- 
tive constitutional spheres, avoiding in the exercise of the 
powers of some department to encroach upon another. The 
spirit of encroachment tends to consolidate the powers of 
all departments in one, and thus to create, whatsoever are 
the forms of government, a real despotism. A just estimate 
of that love of power, and proneness to abuse it, which pre- 
dominates in human hearts, is sufficient to satisfy us of the 
truth of this position. The necessity of reciprocal checks 
in the exercise of political power, by dividing and distri- 
buting it into different depositories, and constituting each 
to be the guardian of the public weal against invasion by 
the others, has been evinced by experiments ancient and 
modern; some of them in our country, and under our own 
eyes. To preserve them must be as necessary as to insti* 
tute them. If, in the opinion of the people, the distribution 
or modification of the constitutional powers be in any par- 
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ticular wrong, let it be corrected bj an amendment in the 
way which tne constitution designates: but let there be no 
change bj usurpation; for though this, in one instance, may 
be the instrument of good, it is the customary weapon by 
which free governments are destroyed. The precedent 
must always greatly overbalance in permanent evil any par- 
tial or transient benefit which the use can at any time yield. 

Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political 
prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports, 
in vain should that man claim the tribute of patriotism who 
should labour to subvert these great pillars of human hap- 
piness — ^these firmest props of the duties of men and citi- 
zens. The mere politician equally with the honest man 
ought to respect and to cherish them, A volume could not 
trace all their connections with private and public felicity. 
Let it simply be asked where is the security for property, 
for reputation, for life, if the sense of religious obligations 
desert the oaths, which are the instruments of investigation 
in courts of justice? And let us with caution indulge the 
supposition, that morality can be maintained without reli- 
gion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined 
education on minds of peculiar structure, reason and expe- 
rience both forbid us to expect that national morality can 
prevail in exclusion of religious principle. 

It is substantially true, that virtue or morality is a neces- 
sary spring of popular government. The rule indeed ex- 
tends with more or less force to every species of free go- 
vernment. Who that is a sincere friend to it can look 
with indifference upon attempts to shake the foundation of 
the fabric ? 

Promote, then, as an object of primary importance, in- 
stitutions for the general diffusion of knowledge. In pro- 
portion as the structure of a government gives force to 
public opinion, it is essential that public opinion should be 
enlightened. 

As a very important source of strength and security, 
cherish public credit; one method of securing it is to use 
it as sparingly as possible, avoiding occasions of expense by 
cultivating peace, but remembering also that timely dis- 
bursements to prepare for danger frequently prevent much 
greater disbursements to repel it; avoiding, likewise, the 
accumulation of debt, not only by shunninff occasions of 
expense, but by vigorous exertions in time of peace to dis- 
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charge the debts which unavoidable wars may have occa'- 
sioned, not ungenerously throwing upon posterity the bur- 
then which we ourselves ought to bear. The execution of 
these maxims belongs to your representatives; but it is 
necessary that public opinion should co-operate. To facili- 
tate to them the performance of their duty, it is essential 
that you should practically bear in mind, that towards the 
payment of debU there must be revenue; that to have re- 
venue there must be taxes; that no taxes can be devised 
which are not more or less inconvenient and unpleasant; 
that the intrinsic embarrassment inseparable from the se^ 
lection of the proper objects ought to oe a decisive motive 
for a candid construction of the conduct of government in 
making it, and for a spirit of acquiescence in the measures 
for obtaining revenue which the public exigencies may at 
any time dictate. 

Observe good faith and justice towards all nations; culti- 
vate peace and harmony with all: religion and morality en« 
join this conduct; and can it be that good policy does not 
equally enjoin it? It will be worthy of a free, enlightened, 
and at no very distant period, a powerful nation, to give to 
mankind the magnanimous and too novel example of a people 
alwavs guided by an exalted justice and benevolence. Who 
can doubt that, in the course of time, the fruits of such a]^lan 
would richly repay any temporary advantages which might 
be felt by a steady adherence to it? Can it be, that provi- 
dence has not connected the permanent felicity of a nation 
with its virtue? The experiment, at least, is recommended 
by every sentiment which ennobles human nature. Alas ! 
is it rendered impossible by its vices? 

In the execution of such apian, nothing is more essential 
than that inveterate antipathies ag^nst particular nations, 
and passionate attachments for others, should be ex- 
cluded; and that in place of them, just and amicable feel- 
ings towards all should be cultivated. The nation which 
indulges towards another an habitual hatred, or a habitual 
fondness, is in some degree of a slave. It is a slave to its 
animosity, or to its affection; either of which is sufficient to 
lead it astray from its duty and its interest. Antipathy in 
one nation against another disposes each more readily to 
offer insult and injury, to lay hold of slight causes of um- 
brage, and to be haughty and intractable, when accidental 
or mfling occasions of dispute occur. Hence, frequent col* 
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iisions, obstinate, envenomed and bloody contests. The 
nation prompted bj ill-will and resentment sometimes im- 
pels to war tne government contrary to tlie best calculations 
of policy. The government sometimes participates in the 
national propensity, and adopts through passion what reason 
would reject; at other times it makes tlie animosity of the 
nation subservient to projects of hostility instigated by 
pnde, ambition, and other sinister and pernicious motives. 
The peace often, sometimes perhaps the liberty of nations, 
has been the victim. So, likewise, a passionate att^achment of 
one nation for another, produces a variety of evils. Sympa- 
thy for the favourite nation, facilitating the illusion of an 
imaginary common interest, in cases where no real common 
interest exists, and infusing into one' the enmities of the 
other, betrays the former into a participation in the quarrels 
and wars of the latter, without adequate inducement or 
justification. 

It leads also to concessions to the favourite nation of 
privileges denied to others, which is apt doubly to injure 
the nation making the concessions, by unnecessarily parting 
with what ought to have been retained; and by exciting 
jealousy, ill-will, and a disposition to retaliate in the par- 
ties from whom equal privileges are withheld; and it gives 
to ambitious, corrupted or deluded citizens facility to be- 
tray or sacrifice the interests of their own country without 
odium, sometimes even with popularity, gilding with the 
appearances of a virtuous sense of obligation, or a laudable 
zeal for public good, the foolish compliances of ambition, 
corruption, or infatuation. 

As avenues to foreign influence, in innumerable ways, 
such attachments are particularly alarming to the truly 
enlightened and independent patriot. How many oppor- 
tunities do they afford to tamper with domestic factions, 
to practise the arts of seduction, to mislead public opinion, 
to influence or awe the public councils! Such an attach- 
ment of a small or weak towards a great and powerful na- 
tion, dooms the former to be the satellite of the latter. 

Excessive partiality for one foreign nation, and excessive 
dislike of another, cause those whom they actuate to see 
danger only on one side, and serve to veil and even to 
second the arts and influence of the other. Real patriots, 
who may resist the intrigues of the favourite, are liable to 
become suspected and odious, while its tools and dupes 
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usurp the applause and confidence of the people io surrender 
their interests. 

The great rule of conduct for us, in re^d to foreign na- 
tions, is in extending our commercial relations, to have with 
them as little political connexion as possible. So far as we 
have already formed engagements, let them be fulfilled with 
perfect good faith. Here let us stop. 

Europe has a set of primary interests, which to us have 
none, or a very remote relation. Hence she must be en- 
gaged in frequent controversies, the causes of which are 
essentially foreign to our concerns. Hence, therefore, it 
must be unwise in us to implicate ourselves by artificial ties, 
in the ordinary vicissitudes of her politics, or the ordinary 
combinations and collisions of her friendships or enmities* 

Our detached and distant situation invites and enables us 
to pursue a different course. If we remain one people, 
under an efiicient ^vemment, the period isnotfaroffwnen 
we may defy material injury from external annoyance; when 
we may take such an attitude as will cause the neutrality 
we may at any time resolve upon, to be scrupulously re- 
spected; when belligerent nations, under the impossibility 
of making acquisitions upon us, will not lightly hazard the 
^ving us provocation-— when we may choose peace or war, 
as our interest, guided by justice, shall counsel. 

Why forego uie advantages of so peculiar a situation? 
Why quit our own to stand upon foreign ground? Why 
by interweaving our destiny witn that of any part of Europe, 
entangle our peace and prosperity in the tons of European 
ambition, rivalship, interest, numour, or caprice? 

It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances 
with any portion of the foreign world, so far I mean as we 
are now at liberty to do it; for let me not be understood as 
capable of patronising infidelity to existing engagements. 
I hold the maxim no less applicable to public than to private 
affairs, that honesty is always the best policy. I repeat it, 
therefore, let those engagements be observed in their genu- 
ine sense. But, in my opinion, it is unnecessary, and 
would be unwise to extend them. 

Taking care always to keep ourselves, by suitable esta- 
blishments, in a respectable defensive posture, we may 
safely trust to temporary alliances for extraordinary emer- 
gencies. 
' Harmony, liberal intercourse with all nations, are re- 
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commended by policy, humanity, an3 interest. But, even 
our commercial policy should £M)ld an equal and impartial 
hand; neither seeking or granting exclusive favours or pre- 
ferences; consulting the natural course of things; diffusing 
and diversifying by gentle means the streams oi commerce, 
but forcing nothing; establishing, with powers so disposed, 
in order to eive trade a stable course, to define the rights 
of our merchants, and to enable the government to support 
them; conventional rules of intercourse, the best that pre- 
sent circumstances and mutual opinion will permit, but 
temporary, and liable to be from time to time abandoned or 
varied, as experience or circumstances shall dictate; con- 
stantly keeping in view, that it is folly in one nation to look 
for disinterested favours from another; that it must pay with 
a portion of its independence for whatever it may accept 
under that character; that by such acceptance, it may place 
itself in the condition of having given equivalents for no- 
minal favour, and yet of being reproached with ingratitude 
for not giving more. There can be no greater error than 
to expect, or calculate, upon real favours from nation to 
nation. It is an illusion wnich experience must cure, which 
a just pride ought to discard. 

In offering to my countrymen, these counsels of an old 
and affectionate fnend, I dare not hope they will make the 
strong and lasting impression I could wish — ^that they will 
control the usual current of the passions, or prevent our 
nation from running the course which has hitherto marked 
the destiny of nations. But, if I may even flatter myself 
that they may be productive of some partial benefit, some 
occasional good, that they may now and then recur to mo- 
derate the fury of party Sfurit, to warn against the mischiefs 
of foreign intn^e, to guard against the impostures of pre- 
tended patriotism; this hope will be a full recompense for 
the solicitude of your welfare, by which they have be«i 
dictated. 

How far in the discharge of my official duties, I have been 
guided by the principles which have been delineated, the 
public records and the other evidences of my conduct must 
witness to you and to the world. To myself, the assurance of 
my own ccmseience is, that I have at least believed myself 
to be guided by them. 

In relation to the still subsisting war in Europe, my pro- 
clamiitioo of tk^ %2d of April, 1793^18 the index to my 
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plan. Sanctioned by your approving voice, and by that of 
your representatives in boHi Houses of Congress, the spirit 
of that measure has continually governed me, uninfluenced 
by any attempts to deter or divert me from it. 

After deliberate examination with the aid of the best 
lights I could obtain, I was well satisfied that our country, 
under all the circumstances of the case, had a right to take, 
and was bound in duty and interest, to take a neutral posi- 
tion. Having taken it, I determined, as far as should de- 
pend upon me, to maintain it, with moderation, perseverance 
and firmness. The considerations which respect the right 
to hold this conduct, it is not necessary on this occasion to 
detail. I will only observe, that according to my under- 
standing of the matter, that right, so far from being denied 
by any of the belligerent powers, has been virtually ad- 
mitted by all. The duty of holding a neutral conduct may 
be inferred, without any thing more from the obligation 
which justice and humanity impose on every nation, in cases 
in which it is free to act, to maintain inviolate the relations 
of peace and amity towards other nations. 

The inducements of interest for observing that conduct 
will be referred to your own reflections and experience. 
With me, a predominant motive has been to endeavour to 
gain time to our country to settle and mature its recent in- 
stitutions, and to progress without interruption, to that 
degree of strength and consistency, which is necessary to 
give it, humanly speakine, the command of its own fortunes. 

Though in reviewing me incidents of my administration, 
I am unconscious of intentional error; I am, nevertheless, 
too sensible of my defects not to think it probable that I 
may have committed many errors. Whatever they may 
be, I fervently beseech the Almighty to avert or mitigate 
the evils to which they may tend. I shall dso carry wi^ 
me the hope, that my country will never cease to view 
them with indulgence; and that, after forty-five years of my 
life dedicated to its service, with an upright zeal, the faults 
of incompetent abilities will be consigned to oblivion, as 
myself must soon be to the mansions of rest 

Relyine on its kindness in this as in other things, and 
actuated by that fervent love towards it, which is so natural 
to a man who views it in the native soil of himself and his 
progenitors for several generations, I anticipate with pleas- 
ing expectation, that retreat^ in which I promise myself to 
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realize, without alloy, the ^weet eniojment of partaking, in 
the midst of my fellow citizens, the benign influence of 
good laws undw a free goyernnient>---the ever &vourite 
object of mj heart, and the happy reward, as I trust, of ottr 
mutual cares, labours and dangeii. 

GEORGE WASHINGTON. 
United Staie$, 17th September, 1796. 

In aU quarters of the Union, this Address was received 
with profound veneration and respect for its author, and a 
deep conviction of the truth and preciousness of the solemn 
lessons it contained. The people bowed with reverence to 
the precepts of patriotism, which fell from the venerated 
lips of the mighty man, whose genius and virtue had con- 
ducted them through such tempests and perils, to their jure* 
sent freedom and felicity. Several of the State Legislatures 
passed resolutions to have it transcribed on their joumalsf 
and nearly all adopted resolutions, declaring their respect 
for his person, their exalted sense of his public services, and 
the deep emotion with which they beheld his retirement 
from public life. 

The period of his political cares now rapidly approached 9 
and on the 7th of December, 1796, Washington for the last 
time, met the national legislature in the Senate chamber, to 
deliver his final speech on the affairs of the country | and 
liere, he exceeded all his antecedent addresses, in the com** 
prehensive reach of mind, and condensation of political 
wisdom which it exhibited. After enumerating and com* 
menting on the prominent events of his administration for 
the past year, he digressed to the recommendation of a com- 
petent Naval est&lishment| the erection of National 
Works for the manufacture of the necessary munitions of 
war; for a National Institute of Agkioulture^ for a 
Military Academy^ for a National University; and an 
increase of compensation to the officers of government. As 
usual, his exposition of tYie^oreign reiationa of the country 
was lucid and patriotic; while his view of its internal pros-» 
perity was perspicuous, animated and cheering. 

The Senate adopted an answer to the speech, replete with 
sentiments of affection and gratitude towards the veteran, 
chief, and expressive of their regret at his retirement from 
the Presidential chair. 

Jft the House of Representatives, however, a similar spirit 
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of patnotism and liberality did not univarsally prevail. 
Faction had there reared its «nakj front; and malice, pas- 
sion and hatred had been, in a great measure, substituted 
for the pure spirit of American patnotism. Mr. Giles, 
cursed bj nature with tlie unquiet spirit of eternal opposi- 
tion, vented his gall in slander, and satiated his maliffnitv 
bj his aspersions on the character of Washington. With 
an audacity only equalled by his disreeard of truth, and a 
malignity of heart, which found no parallel but in his perver- 
sity of understanding, that gentleman said, " he was one of 
those citizens who did not regret the President's retiring 
from office. He hoped he would retire to his country seat, 
and enjoy all the happiness he could wish; and he believed 
he wouldf enjoy more there than in his present situation^ 
He believed the government of the United States would go 
on without him. The people were competent to their own 
«)vernment. What calamities would attend the United 
States, if one man alone was essential to their govern- 
ment? He believed there were a thousand men in the 
United States, who were capable of filling the Presiden- 
tial chair as well as it had oeen filled heretofore. And 
although a clamour had been raised in all parts of the 
United States, more or less from apprehensions on the depar- 
ture of the President from office, yet, not feeling these ap- 
prehensions himself, he was perfectly easy on the occasion. 
ne wished the President as much happiness as any man, 
&c. "—p.'* but for his part, he retained the same opinions he 
had always done witn respect to his measures, nor should 
any influence under heaven prevent him from expressing 
that opinion — ^an opinion in which he was confident, ere 
long, all America would concur, "* 

The address, to which Mr. Giles made his inefi'ectual 
opposition, was carried by an overwhelming majority, and 
contained the following beautiful and appropriate passages 

* Mr. Giles lived to see the folly of this prediction; few, at the 
time of his death, every measure of Washin^on had been fully adopt- 
ed by those who opposed them in 1796. The federal policy became 
the democratic policy, even down to the navy and the bank; and 
Mr. Giles was left a solitary monument of consistent obstinacy, at 
war with all parties, and himself denounced by all America. M^. 
Madison and Mr. Monroe, more wise, became converts to a policy 
which could not be changed without plunj^ng the countiy in niin« 
and subjecting it to insult and dishonour. 
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— *<The spectacle of a free and enlightened nation offer- 
ing, by its representatives, the tribute of unfeigned appro* 
bation to its first citizen, however novel and interesting it 
may be, derives all its lustre (a lustre which accident or 
enthusiasm could not bestow, and which adulation would 
tarnish) from the transcendant merit of which it is the vo- 
luntary testimony." 

"May you long enjoy that liberty which is so dear to you, 
and to which your name will ever be so dear; may your 
own virtue, and a nation's prayers, obtain the happiest sun- 
shine for the decline of your days, and the choicest of fu- 
ture blessings. For our country's sake; for the sake of re- 
publican liberty, it is our earnest wish that your example 
may be the guide of your successors; and thus, after being 
the ornament and safeguard of the present, become the 
patrimony of our descendants." This address was carried 
by nearly a unanimous vote^ three members only voting in 
the negative ! 

Washington beheld his return to private life with those 
heartfelt emotions of sincere pleasure, which delight " the 
weaned traveller who sees a resting place, and is bending 
his body to lean thereon,^^ 

He remained in Philadelphia, after the expiration of his 
term of office, only long enough to attend the inauguration 
of John Adams, as President, and Thomas Jefferson, as 
Vice-President of the United States. 

The merchants of Philadelphia, fully qualified to appre- 
ciate the genius, and reverence the virtues and patriotism 
of Washington, could not consent to part with the father 
of his country, without some signal testimony of their gra- 
titude and admiration; which, more or less, extended to 
every class of life. For this purpose, they prepared a mag- 
nificent banquet, to which Washington was invited, together 
with many officers of high rank in the late army, the beads 
of departments, foreign ministers and persons of distinction. 

Upon entering the area of the Rotundo; tlie general was 
conducted to his seat; and, a signal being given, the music 
struck up Washington's March, while a curtain scene, 
which represented simple objects in the rear of the princi- 
pal seat, was drawn up and discovered an emblematical 
punting of his retirement from office. The principal figure 
wa0 that of a female, as large as life, representing America, 
seated on an elevation of sixteen marble steps. On her left 
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haaid rqposed the federal shield, sustained hj an eagle, and 
at her feet lay the cornucopiae. In her risht hand she held 
ihe Indian calumet of peace, supporting the cap of liberty ; 
while in the perspective rose the templb of famb; and on 
her left stood an diiar consecrated to public gratitude, 
upon which incense was burning. In her left hand she held 
a scroll, inscribed 'valedictory^'* and at the foot of the 
altar XajVLfdutned helmet and sword, from which a figure of 
Washington, as larse as life, appeared retiring down the 
steps, pointing with his right hand to the emblems of power 
which he had resigned, and with his left to a beautiful land- 
scape of Mount Vernon, in front of which appeared oxen 
yoked to the ploush. Over the seat of Washington, a 
figure of genius^ descending from the clouds, appeared 
facing a wreath of laurel on his head. 

No sooner was his successor installed into office, thaa 
Washington hastened towards his favourite retreat of Mount 
Vernon 5 but all his efforts to render his journey private 
proved unavailingi and the country through which he pass- 
ed was throned with grateful citizens, eager to express 
their veneration and attachment to the man, who, uniting 
virtue with greatness, shone brighter in the declining hours 
of his authority, than the sun that rose to gild the chair 
which he had voluntarily rescued; and the splendour of 
whose real glory has been hourly augmenting from the day 
of his retirement to the present time. While in power, 
ambition envied his greatness, without being able to per- 
ceive that adventitious circumstances did not create it; and 
malignant faction aspersed his motives, without being able 
to discern or appreciate his patriotism. 

It has been remarked, as a singular fact in the life of 
Washin^on, that though the most popular of all men who 
ever did, or can occupy the presidential chair, yet that 
scarcely any prominent measure of his administration has 
escaped the venom of party invective, or the unsparing de- 
nunciation of malignant criticism | the cause of which is to 
be found in his patriotism, which refused to compromise 
his country; and m his genius, which could cairy into suc- 
cessful execution the indistinct outlines of a vast and com- 
Slicated empire, the boundaries of whose powers were 
efined by an instrument open to eyery variety of construc- 
tion; and, to pronounce on the violation of whose powers, 
no tribunal had been nnderstandingly erected* 
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At Mount Vernon his time was now devoted to agricul- 
tural pursuits, and the duties of an extensive correspon- 
dence^ together with that influx of social intercourse, wnich 
his past greatness, and ever enduring virtues, poured upon 
him J so that with the improvements ot a somewhat neglected 
estate, the society of men and the allurements of books, 
added to the pleasing duties of a diffusive correspondence, 
every hour glided away with the calm delifht of rational 
employment and philosophic dignity, yet with a heart not 
narrowed in the sphere of its action, and a mind still acute- 
ly alive to the honour, interest, freedom and prosperity of 
his country. 

It was scarcely within the compass of human reason, how- 
ever, that Washington should not entertain a lively sensi- 
bility for the progress of those political events, connected 
with the operations of that stupendous machine of govern- 
ment, which his genius had set in motion, and that policy 
of its administration which his wisdom and virtue had de- 
vised, as the polar star of its safety and honour. Warmly 
attached to the system he had pursued, he looked to its 
preservation with the fond solicitude of parental love,- 
which all his efforts to abstract himself from political affairs, 
could not restrain or overcome. Still there was a struggle 
in his mind between the love of retirement, and his habitual 
propensity to watch over the welfare of his country, which 
18 well depicted in the following extract from one of his let- 
ters---'* I have confidence, however, in that providence 
which has shielded the United States from the evils that 
have hitherto threatened them; and as I believe the major 
part of the people of this country to be well affected to its 
constitution and goiremment, I rest satisfied that, sh'ould a 
crisis ever arrive to call forth the sense of the community, 
it will be strone in support of the honour and dignity of 
the nation. Therefore, however much I regret the oppo- 
sition, which has for its object the embarrassment of the ad- 
ministration, I shall view things in the calm light of mild 
philosophv, and endeavour to finish my course in retirement 
and ease.'' 

But the insulting and degrading conduct of France, first 
towards our minister, General Pinckney, then towards our 
three envoys, and afterwards to our nag and property- 
coupled with the insolent demand that ^* France wants 
money and must have %t;^^ and that without money she 
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would declare war against us; having at last provoked hos- 
tilities with that repviblxo-^Wadhington was appointed to 
the command of the armies of the United States, in July, 
1798, which he very reluctantly accepted, under the con- 
viction that his duty to his country would not permit him 
to decline a commission, which a deep sense of the danger 
of the crisis had been the motive for conferring on him. He 
now directed all his attention to the organization of the 
army; though convinced himself that France would never 
have the madness to attempt an invasion. 

On Friday^ the 13th December, 1799, while superintend- 
ing some alterations and improvements on his estate, ex- 
posed to a drizzling rain, which saturated his hair, and 
wet his neck, he received the malady, which in a short 
period terminated his existence. Disregarding his being 
wet, as a slight inconvenience, he passed the day in Ms 
usual manner, free from all apprehension of danger; but 
during the night he was seized with a violent inflammation 
of the windpipe, attended with ague, great pain in the upper 
and fore part of the throat, a cough, difficulty of breathing 
and considerable fever. He immediately lost fourteen 
ounces of 1)lood, but would not permit any of the domestics 
to be disturbed, that they might be despatched for a phy« 
sician, until day -break. Doctor Craik arrived at 11, and 
immediately requested a consultation. But the resources 
of art were exhausted in vaip. His vital powers were fast 
sinkins beneath the force of his malady; his speech became 
dificult, and his respiration obstructed more and more. In 
this manner the vital functions seemed to be rapidly de« 
parting; and on Saturday night, at half past 11 o'clock, he 
expired, in the full possession of his intellectual faculties, 
and without a struggle or a groan. 

Labouring under the presentiment, from the banning, 
that his disease would prove mortal, he perhaps uncon- 
sciouslv assisted to aid its ravages, by the great reluctance 
with which he submitted to the remedies prescribed for its 
core. This impression, however, was too serious to be 
eradicated; and a few hours before he died, he with diffi- 
culty made himself understood, when he expressed a wish 
to die without being further troubled. As soon as he was 
attacked, and found it impossible to swallow, he concluded 
all hope of recovery vain; and, uftdnssing himself, went to 
bed, to conclude his mortal cw^cr* ' 
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To Doctor Craik, who added the kindness of a friend to 
the skill of a physician, he said with difficulty, as his head 
reposed on tne lap of the doctor, who sat on his bed, 
^ Doctor, I am dying, and have been dying for a long time, 
but I am not afraid to die.' 

Thus, with the serenity of a saint, and the composure oi 
a philosopher, expired, in his sixty-seventh year, tne purest 
man, and most disinterested patriot, who had ever founded 
an empire, and exercised the supreme authority of a nation* 

As sudden as it was afflicting, the intelligence of his 
death, struck the public mind with a palsy of grief, which 
every moment spread wider, and sunk deeper into the 
hearts of the community. At a distance, the news of his 
death preceded the intelligence of his illness $ so quick had 
been tne ravages of his disease | and as the dismay was en- 
hanced, from the minds of men not being prepared for the 
catastrophe, a general gloom overspread the country. The 
two Houses of Congress immediately adjourned on the re- 
ceipt of the intelligence. On the succeeding day, a mem- 
ber of the House addressed to the chair the following just 
and beautiful eulogy, as introductory to three resolutions.* 
*'The melancholy event which was yesterday announced 
with doubt, has been rendered but too certain. Our 
Washington is no more ! The hero, the patriot, and the 
sage of America— the man on whom, in times of danger, 
every eye was turned, and all hopes were placed, lives now 
only in his own great actions, and in the hearts of an affec- 
tionate and afflicted people. 

** If, Sir, it had not been usual openly to testify respect 
for the memory of those whom heaven has selected as its 
instruments for dispensing good to man, yet, such has been 
the uncommon worth and such the extraordinary incidents 
which may have marked the life of him whose loss we all 
deplore, that the whole American nation, impelled by the 

• **Re8olvbi>, Thattlds House will wsdt on the Preadentiii con- 
dolence of this mournful event. 

** Rksoltxd, That the Speaker** chair be shrouded with black, 
and that the members and officers of the House wear black during 
the Session. 

" RES0X.TED9 That a Committee, in conjunction with one from the 
Senate, be appointed to consider on the most suitable manner of pay- 
ing honour to the memory of the maw, fikst is war, tirst isr 
FiAcz, and pibst ik the hsakts of his fellow citieehs." 
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same feelings, would call, with one voice, for a public ma- 
nifestation of that sorrow which is so deep and universal. 

<^More than any other individual, and as much as to 
one individual was possible, has he contributed to found 
this our wide spreading empire, and to give to the Western 
World Independence and Freedom. 

" Having eifected the great object for which he was placed 
at the head of our armies, we have seen him convert the 
sword into the ploughshare, and sink the soldier into the 
citizen. 

« When the debility of our federal system had become 
manifest, and the bonds which connected this vast conti- 
nent were dissolving, we have seen him the chief of those 
patriots who formed for us a constitution which, by pre- 
serving the Union, will, I trust, substantiate and perpetuate 
those Sessings which our revolution had promised to bestow. 

" In obedience to the general voice othis country calling 
him to preside over a great people, we have seen him once 
more quit the retirement he loved, and in a season more 
stormy and tempestuous than war itself, with calm and wise 
determination pursue the true interests of the nation, and 
contribute, more than any other could contribute, to iiic 
establishment of that system of policy, which will, I trusty 
yet preserve our peace, our honour and our independence. 

^^ Having been twice unanimously chosen the chief nuigis- 
trate of a free people, we have seen him, at a time when Ins 
re -election, with universal suffrage, could not be doubted, 
afford to the world a rare instance of moderation, by with- 
drawing from his high station to the peaceful walks of pri- 
vate life. 

<^ However the public confidence may change, and the 
public affections fluctuate with respect to others, with re- 
spect to him, they have, in war and in peace, in public and 
private life, been as steady as his own firm mind, and^s con- 
stant as his own exalted virtues." 

It would fill a volume to allude to, much less detail all 
the public testimonials of grief, reverence and affection, 
whicn attended the funeral obsequies of this illustrious man. 

The person, manners and temper of Washington, must 
always excite the affectionate curiosity of coming ages, to 
the end of time. He was above the middle size, t^l, robust 
and vigorous — ^formed to endure great fatigue, and from an 
exuberance of vitality requiring much exercise to preserve 



G£ORGE WASHINGTOX» 181 

f 

health I yet, though robust, his form was graiceful and 
dignified* 

la hid .manners, he was inclined to be reserved and drj^ 

J ret neither stern nor haught^ri but this disposition he re*^ 
axed to cheerfulness and sociability, amidst the charms of 
conversation, or the finer pleasures of select society; still, 
however, preserving that aignity, which seemed to attach 
to his deportment rather as an attribute of mind, than a 
carriage of his person* 

His temper was naturally quick; but .valance and disci* 
pline had Isuight him to correct its impetuosity, and restrain 
its ebullitions. His heart was benevolent, humane and 
affectionate; and if he was prone to be easily offended, he 
Was also remarkable for a forgiving and conciliating temper, 
which never permitted resentment to rankle into revense, 
or fester into tiatred; for, it passed over his heart like me' 
glow from his cheek-— a momentary flUsh, and all was calm 
again. Indeed, every lineament of his countenance shone 
with magnanimity, and beamed with the true lustre of heroic 
virtue; mirroring a heart free from every spot, which the 
jiyil passions imprint on the wicked* 

In his personal economy he was prudent, yet at the same 
time liberal* Cautious of all visionary schemes, and guarded 
against nrodigal experiments; when he knew the purpose to 
be useful, his bounty was as ample as his means. By this 
judicious husbandry, his private fortune was always adequate 
to his extensive hospitality; for never having impaired his 
estate, through neglect, extravagance, or pride; by costly 
display, or vain magnificence; he could practise the art of 
bountiful entertainment, without committing the error of 
luxurious ruin. 

The cast of his mind was to deep meditation, and solid 
Seme. Wit, he never made pretensions to: the point 
which sparkles, and the flash that fascinates, to daz7.1^ the 
fancy wnile it beguiles the jud^ent, were alike alien to the 
heroie gravity of nis mind; which, though abundantly gifted 
with genius, seems to have been too colossal and lofty for 
the fflare and brilliancy of inCia^nation* 

He was naturally prone to be serious, and the usual habit 
of his mind was sober rdSection* He seldom smiled, never 
indulged in laughter, and rarely relaxed to the familiarity 
of common social intercourse; mibit having strengihe&ed his 
constitutional propensity to abstraction, to the cofttempla^ 

Q 
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tion of vast enterprises, beneficial measures or useful 
schemes. 

In his moral halnts, he was virtuous and pure, chaste and 
discreet^ no imputation of private vice ev€;r having dimned 
the true lustre of his greatness. 

Free from the revengeful passions, he was equally exalted 
above the false ideas of honour: he was never known to 
shoot an enemy in a duel, or assassinate a foe in a brawl; 
being equally a stranger to the gaming table, the cock-pit, 
and the race ground. 

In his religion he was a sincere Christian^ but neither 
professed great sanctity, nor put on the exterior of rigid 
piety, content to discharge his duty to man, and to adore 
God -in his heart. Mr. Jefferson has attempted to make 
hiih a dissenter from the Christian creed | but this is an 
errorj the. testimony to prove his religion being too con- 
clusive to admit a doubt. It is true, that he neither encou- 
raged priests nor priestcraft 5 but it is equally true, that 
his sense of religion was profound, and his piety warm and 
unaffected. 

He had a peculiar aversion to sitting for his portrait, and 
of course suffered much vexation from the importunity of 
artists: but Gilbert Stuart, having arrived from Engtand 
with a letter of introduction from Mr. Jay to A^^shington, 
an acquaintance with that eminent artist ensued^ ind 
Stuart having been fortunate enough to win his confideuce 
and esteem, he painted his first portrait of him'. This v^s 
in 1794. But the artist not being satisfied with this attempt 
destroyed it; and Washington having consented to another 
sitting, Stuart contrived to excite those emotions of the 
great mind of his subject, which would throw the best ex- 
pression into his countenance. It is said, that such was* the 
impression of awe, produced by Washington on the artist^ 
that he lost his self-possession at the first sitting; althou^i 
Stuart had long been familiar with the society of the first 
noblemen of Europe: but he had not yet beheld the nobk- 
man of nature — ^the great and good man, whose greatness of 
soul beamed in a visage unequalled for its grandeur and 
purity. This second portrait is represented as the most 
faithml ever painted; and was purcnased of the widow of 
Stuart by the Boston Atheneutn^ for- one thousand dollars. 
A portrait from this standard picture^ by Durand, is now in 
process of engraving, and will soon be furnished to the 
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public. Stuart resided at Germantoum,^ at the period that 
he painted the portrait of the great American; and the Ge- 
neral rode out to sit to him; on one of which occasions, the 
painter made him the following jocular compliment: ',' Ge- 
neral, I have always felt much indebted to you for your 
kindness; but my greatest obligation to you is, that you 
never attempted to paint portraits; for you have had such 
perfect success in all you have undertaken, that if you had 
been a painter I should have had no hopes." 

Such was George Washington; a man^ who, made 
great by nature, and still greater by virtue; self-educated, 
and^depending more on the suggestions of genius than the 
lessons of science and the precepts of learning, for his pre- 
eminent success in life, presents us with a model of human 
perfection, which, combining simple grandeur with unaf- 
fected modesty, has never been equalled by the possessors' 
of supreme authority. 

In reviewing with the cool and impartial eye of criticism, 
the whole range of history, ancient and modern, we meet 
with no character that can aspire to equal, in all the points 
of true greatness that of George Washington. Some, it is 
true, are more splendid and dazzling; others more distin- 
guished for darling enterprise; and others again, more bril- 
liant and illustrious, on account of their profound learning, 
varied acquirements, glittering eloquence, or commanding 
and exalted ambition, reckless of consequences, and intent 
solely upon renowft. Indeed, in isolated and detached fea- 
tures of character, he had innumerable superiors; but, in the 
grand whole, of what constitutes true glory^ and makes a 
hefo^ without making a villain, Washington had no equal, 
but stands alone a monument of the beneficence of Heaven 
in its creation of a great man, whose greatness was combined 
with virtue, and w^ose never fading lustre was untarnished 
by one vice— undimned by one crime. Fallible, it is true, 
he was; but it wai the fallibility of great and well poised 
genius, which so rarely erred, that men of less exalted na- 
toes looked upon him as a standard of perfection, and not 
without reason; for time and experience put the great seal of 
wisdom on his deeds, and those most opposed eventually 
yielded to him their approbation and applause; as if he pos- 
sessed the faculty of penetrating beyond the mist of human 
passions around nim, to discern the truth which lay unob- 
scured to his eye, in the brightness of the future; and of 
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shaking off from his mind all those living prejudices which* 
Ulc devouring insects, prey upon the reason of man, de- 
facing his intellect, obscunne his judgm^Eit, and debasing 
his moral to the ^ssness of ms physical nature. 

We reo^nise m Washington, the three great characters 
of a warrior, a statesman, and a le^slator. As a ^neral, 
be was cool, skilful, inventive, and, mixing intrepidity with 
prudence, he exhibited that happy concord of qualities which 
could dash on to achieve victory, or with cautious prudence 
stand aloof from battle, or effect a secure retreat. Rather 
passive than active in his mind, more disposed to wait for 
the event, and resist it, than to anticipate it, and miscairy 
by false calculation, the defective nature of his military 
mtxttrial, confirmed him in the habit of tliis propensity. 
Gifted with foresight and penetration, he was never taken 
by surprise^ and fertile in expedients, he never suffered him- 
self to sink under the difficulties that surrounded him. His 
military genius, however, cannot fairly be appreciated .by 
hi^ military practice. His letters breathe the fiery spirit of 
the curbed war-horse, chafing for action, but restrained by 
prudence: and having wisdom enough to bend to circum- 
stances, instead of rushing, with reckless and headlong 
rashness, upon measures pregnant equally with glory, with 
ruin and defeat. It was a sreat quality of his mind, to 
know the exact measure of his strength, and to have pru- 
dence not to risk that strength in dubious conflicts, where 
defeat would have amountea to extirpation, and even vic- 
tory might have involved ruin. There was wisdom, there- 
fore, blended with his valour; and prudence with his sk&ll 
and address— qualities which^ thougn not so brilliant as im- 
petuosity and daring, yet were more useful to his country, 
^ind more beneficial to mankind. 

Aft a statesman, Washington discarded theory for prat- 
HcCj and pr^erred experience to speculation. He was a self- 
formed politician, made by circumstances, observation and 
practice $ not fashioned by books in the solitude of the closet, 
but created by contact with mankind, and having for his 
dbrject the happiness of society, instead of the vanity or pas- 
sions of one porticm only of that great family, whose hap- 
I»lkess he was destined to promote. 

He was a s^^aubHcan, on the broad principles of equal 
rights aad public virtue: advocating rational liberty und^* 
the sanction and guarantee of wholesmne laws, whose effi- 
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cacy 8hould equally protect virtue, industry and order^ from 
lawless violence, licentious laxity, or disorganising freedom. 
His political principles are to be discerned in the constitu- 
tion of the VnitedStates; where liberty, reduced into system, 
breathes nothing but benevolence and love, law and order; 
and which has extorted the admiration and applause of all 
mankind, who favour the equal rights of man, in the pursuit 
and enjoyment of happiness. 

In his transactions with foreign nations, as well as in his 
intercourse with his fellow citizens, his maxim was that of 
truth, sincerity and frankness. Without making ostenta- 
tious professions of his honesty, he was never known to have 
been guilty of duplicity, deceit, or equivocation. Truth 
waa the god of his idolatry; and from native dignity of soul, 
as well as from an enlightened selfishness, he always held 
and acted on the principle of honesty being the best policy, 
I shi^U conclude this brief outline of the life of Washing- 
ton, by quoting the portrait of his character drawn by the 
pen of ^Thomas Jefferson, which, as it cannot be supposed 
to flatter^ must be estimated as rigidly faithful on the side 
of his defects, and sparingly just to his undeniable merits. 
Mr. Jefferson says: "I think I knew the General intimately 
and thoroughly; and were I called on to delineate his cha- 
racter, it should be in terms like these:" 

**His mind was great and powerful, without being of the 
very first order; his penetration strong, though not so acute 
as that of a Newton, Bacon,, or Locke; and as far as he saw, 
no judgment was ever sounder. It i^^as slow in operation, 
beins little aided by invention, or imagination, but sure in 
conclusion. Hence the common remark of his officers, of 
the advantage he derived from councils of war, where hear* 
ing all suggestions, he selected whatever was best; and cer- 
tainly no general ever planned his battles more judiciously. 
But if deranged during the course of the action, if any mem- 
ber of his plan was dislocated by sudden circumstances, he 
was slow m a readjustment. The consequence was, that 
he often failed in the field, and rarely against an enemy in 
station, as at Boston and York. He was incapable of pear, 
meeting personal dangers with the calniest unconcern. 
Perhaps tne strongest feature in his character was prudence, 
never acting until every circumstance,, every consideration, 
was maturely weighed; refraining if he saw a doubt, but, 
when once -decided* going throu^ with bis purpose what-* 
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ever obstacles opposed. His integrity was moat purei his 
justiee the most iniexihle I have ever known jt no laefive of 
interest, or consaneuinity, of friendship, or hs^red, being 
able to Mas his decision. He was, indeed, in every sense 
•f ^e words, a un$e, a g^od^ and a great man. His tem^x 
was naturally irritable and high toned; but reflection aacl 
resolution had obtained a firm and habitual ascendiuicy over 
it. If ever, however, it broke its bonds, he was most tre-. 
mendous in his wrath. In his expenses he was honourable, 
but exact; liberal in contributions to whatever promised 
utHity; but frownine and unyielding on all visioliary pro-- 
Jects and all unworthy calls on his charity* His heart was 
not warm in its affections; but he exactly calculated every 
man's value, and gave him a solid esteem^ proportioned to 
it. His person, you know, was fine, his stature exactly 
what one would wish, his deportment easy, erect and noble^ 
the best horseman of his age, and the most graceful fi^re 
that could be seen on horseback. Although, in the circle 
of his friends, where he might be unreserved witli safety, 
he took a free share in conversation; his colloquial talents 
were not above mediocrity, possessing neither copiousness 
of ideas, nor fluency of woras. In public, when called on 
for a sudden opinion, he was unready, short and embar-- 
rassed; yet he wrote readily, rather diffusely, in an easy 
and correct style. This he had acquired by conversation 
with the world; for his education was merely readings writ-- 
ing and common arithmetic, to which he added surveying 
at a later day: His time was employed in action chiefly, 
reading little, and that only in agriculture and English his- 
tory. His correspondence became necessarily extensive, 
and, with journalising hid agricultural proceedings, occu^ 
pied most of his leisure hours within doors. On the whole, 
nis character wds, in its mass perfect, in nothing bad, in 
few points indifferent;'ahd it may truly be said, that never 
HA nature and fortune combine more perfectly to make a 
im^Q great, ahd to place him in the same constellation with 
whatever worthies nave merited from man our everlasting 
remembrance. For his was the singular destiny and merit 
of leading the armies of his country successfully through an 
arduous war, for the establishment of its independence; of 
conducting its counsels through the birth of a government, 
new in il3 forms and principles, until it had settled down 
into a quiet and orderly train; and of scrupulously olieying 
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the laws through the whole of his career, civil and military, 
of which the history of the world ^mishes no other 
example." 

Too great to study the art, or practice the meanness of 
lidventitious fame, he never devised any measure for tffttt^ 
or planned means by which to captivate the popular mind 
by shi^Uow devices. Intrinsically powerful, he disdained 
the ^Xtlt arts by which pretenders to greainesa attempt to 
catch the plaudits of the credulous iniorant, who are so 
often deceived by the professions of the demagogue, and 
imposed on by the slight-hand adroitness of the mountebank. 

It was this conscious integri^ of soul that made him sen- 
sibly alive to the defamation oi the public press, which an- 
noj^ed him beyond all proportion to its importance; and 
wmch, had he been able to view his own greatness and 
purity in its true light, as it struck the public, he would 
have disregarded in silent contempt, as too feeble and ma- 
lignant to excite a painful feeling; however it might have 
been pointed by the malignity of Callender, the hatred of 
Bache, the ferocity of Duane, or the licentiousness of 
Freneau. 

As such, it is scarcely within the boundaries of human 

f possibility, that the world will ever again behold his parai- 
el; and it is aln^ost redu<?ed to certainty, that no American 
will ever arise to extort an equal degree of pur veneration, 
gratitude and love. 
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Virginia, the illustrious mother of the brightest gems of 
our revolutionary era, gave birth to Thomas Jefferson. 

In the character of this extraordinary man, as well as- in 
the events of his life, we are presented with a combination 
of philosophical attainments, and political talents, of be-, 
neyolent feelings, and ambitious aspirations, rarely found 
united in the same individual, and still more rarely result- 
ing in that brilliancy of renown, and extensive popular vene- 
ration, which covers his name with an immortality as bright 
as the truths of science, and as imperishable as the liberties 
of mankind. 

There is something so peculiarly attractive in the biography 
of an obscure youth of the American forest, gradually rising 
on our view, and enlarging each day in his dimensions, until, 
with herculean vigour, ne shook to fragments the mighty pil- 
lars of the British constitution, causing the throne to tremble, 
and the brightest jewel in the diadem of the British king 
to fall from his brow: there is something in the achieve- 
ment, at once so simple in its progress and yet so sublime 
in its effects, as to cause an involuntary emotion of aston- 
ishment at the daring of the attempt, as well as the power 
required for its performance; and we feel tempted almost 
to doubt, as too romantic for belief, what we recocnise as 
the truth of history, and bow to as the consecrated gift of 
inspired and creative genius. In proportion as our admi- 
rfttum is excited, by achievements so extraordinary luid 
sinpilar^ do we feel our curiosity awakened, >to ^iqinre by 
whM means deeds so vast were accomplished; and to be- 
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come more intimately acquainted with the faculties and at- 
tributes of an intellect, which, stepping forward in advance 
of all o^er minds of his own age, should have the sagacity 
to conceive, and the moral courage to propose, a national 
revolution of magnitude so vast, consequences so fearful, 
and results so grand, so stupendous and so sublime! 

He was born at a place called Shadwell, in Albemarle 
county, on the 2d day of April, 1743, old style. His an- 
cestors were among the earliest settlers of the province; 
and are said to have arrived at the possession of respecta- 
bility and affluence, by the perseverance of their industry 
and the vigour of their enterprize. His father, Peter Jef- 
ferson, was a man Of integrity, science and reputation; and 
held responsible appointments under the government of the 
province. The family originally emigrated to Virginia, 
from Wales, near the mountain of Snowdon. Of his father, 
Jefferson relates that his * education had been quite ne- 
glected; but being of a strong mind, sound judgment, and 
eager after information, he read much and improved himself, 
insomuch that he was chosen, with Joshua Fry, professor of 
mathematics in William and Mary College, to continue the 
boundary line between Virginia and North Carolina." 
^ His father died on the 17th August, 1757, leaving a 
widow, with six daughters and two sons, Thomas being the 
elder. His father appears to have possessed considerable 
property, for he left an estate on James river, called 'Snow- 
don^^ to his younger brother, and to Thomas the plantation 
of Shadwell, on which he was born. At the age of five, 
his father placed him at an English school; and when he 
was nine, he was put^to acquire liatin and Greek, with a 
Mr. Douglass, a Scotch clergyman, who also instructed 
him in French. On the death of his father, his education 
was transferred to another clergyman, a Mr. Maury, emi- 
nent for his classical attainments, with whom he continued 
two years. In the spring of 1760, being qualified for far- 
ther advancement, he was translated to William and Mary 
College, where he continued to pursue his studies for two 
years more. His own account oi this period of his life at 
college is too impressive not to be quoted in this place. 
«*It was my great good fortune, and what probably fixed 
the destinies of my life, that Dr. William Small, of Scot- 
land, was then professor of mathematics, a man profgand 
in most of the useful branches of science, with a Uappy 
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talent of communication, correct and gentlemanly manners, 
and an enlarged and liberal mind. He, most happily for 
me, became soon attached to me, and made me his daily 
companion when not engaged in the school; and from his 
conyersation I got mj first views of the expansion of sci- 
ence, and of the system of things in which we are placed* 
Fortunately, the philosophical chair became vacant soon 
after my arrival at college, and he was appointed to fill it, 
per interim; and he was the first who ever gave, in that col- 
lege, regular lectures in ethics, rhetoric and belles lettres* 
He returned to Europe in 1762, having previously filled up 
the measure of his goodness to me, by procuring for me, 
from his most intimate friend, George Wythe, a reception 
as a student at law, under his direction, and introduced 
ine to the acqusuntance and familiar table of Governor Fau- 
quier, the ablest man who had ever filled that office. With 
him, and at his table, Dr. Small and Mr. Wythe, his amid 
omnium, horarum^ and myself, formed a partie guarre, and 
to the habitual conversations on these occasions I owed 
much instruction. Mr. Wythe continued to be my faithful 
and beloved mentor in youth, and my most affectionate 
friend through life. In 1767, he led me into the practice 
of the law at the bar of the general court, at which I con- 
tinued until the revolution shut up the courts of justice." 

Soon after this, iri 1769, he was chosen by the people of 
his county to represent them in the Legislature of tne State; 
a station that he continued to fill up to the period of the 
revolution. Nothing remarkable appears to have emanated 
from him in that capacity, except his project for the eman- 
cipation of SLAVES, a humane policy, to wliich he was 
at all time's devoted, with more of the feelings of a philan- 
thropist, than the policy of a statesman. 

In the years 1768 — 9, he took an active part in the joint 
resolutions and address which were adopted against those 
of the Houses of Lords and Commons, together with an ad- 
dress to the King, in which the people of Virginia avowed 
their determination to make common cause with those of 
Massachusetts; upon which occasion they were dissolved 
by the Governor, when they proceeded to a public house, 
and drew up and signed articles of non-importation from 
Great Britain. 

Whilst a student at Williamsburg, in 1765, he heard 
Patrick Henry declaim against the stamp act, and remarks, 
« he (geared to me to speak as Homer wroteJ' 
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In Januarj, 1772, Mr. Jefferson waft united in marriakd 
to Martha Skelton^ a young widow of twenty-three, the 
daughter of an opulent attorney of the name t)f Wayleft, by 
whom he acquired a considerable fortune* 

Possessed of a vivid imagination, ardent temperament 
and benevolent feelings, that held communion with the 
happiness of mankind^ rather than the sympathies of indi* 
viduals, it was scarcely possible that Mr. Jefferson^ in the 
same State with Patrick Henry ^ and breathing daily an at* 
mosphere imbued with the richest perfumesof eloquence, 
freedom and justce, could remain an indifferent specta- 
tor to the agitating questions of British outrages, pro* 
rincial wrongs, and American rights. Animated with the 
purest love of liberty^ fresh from the study of Roman pa^ 

I triots and Grecian sages, statesmen and warriors, to stimu* 
late him in the love of country, and urge him to the vindi- 
cation of the rights of man; he watched, with an eagle eye^ 
every movement of despotism, and hun^, with youthful 
rapture, on the exciting accents that fell from the eloquent 
lips of Henry^ glowing with patriotism and burning with 
indignation. Quick to conceive, and prompt to act, to love 
liberty, and to perceive oppression, was sufficient to impel 

' Jefferson, with the enthusiasm of a young mind, to embark 
m the vindication and defence of the injured and aggressed 
party. On every «ide he beheld men of his own age ready 
to ^eet the ^ddess Liberty, and throng to the rescue of 
their insulted country. The contagious ardour of youth 
quickly kindled the combustible material of southern minds 
into a flame of enthusiastic devotion to the common cause 
of liberty and independence. To doiibt one power of the 

.^ English crown over the colonies, was enough to ensure its 
denial and obstruct its exercise; to doubt allegiance, was to 
provoke rebellion; to think of rebellion was at once to flittff 
open the door to revolution^ and to pave the road that led 
to Independence. 

In the spring of 1773, Mr. Jefferson was active, along 
with Patrick Henry and others, in forming a committee of 
correspondence^ to produce unity of action among the co* 
lonies, in opposition to Great Britain^ by devising and cou'* 
certing measures for a general convention of the colonies 
at some central point. Payton Randolph, the speaker, was 
chosen chairman, Massachusetts, at the same time, and 
Mrithout any knowledge of similar proceedings having been 
adopted by Yii^nia, had taken the same course. , 
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T]ihe Smton poitt'ifUf in Jane If f4, ^oditcfid a power- 
^&il impABssioa on yir^nia$ and ImmfiaiateLr lietecmmed 
the leading mefabecs at' thjd Legislature .of .tout ddonj to 
take andecided stand bj Ibe side of Maa^acknsetts. mr. 
lefferson relates this incident in ttesms 4qo remarkable /to 
J[)e overlooked^ he.sap'iTr^^' The lead in .the 'J(oi^se,on ti^i^e 
subjects, being no Ipn^r left to /the .old members, iBifr. 
Henry, R. H. Lee, Fr. L. Lee, ihro^ or fonr other mem- 
bers, whom I do not rrecollect» and myself, agreeing that 
we muat boldly take an uaequlvocal .staad in .the Ime of 
Massachusetts, determined tp meet and^^on^ult onihejpio- 
.permeaaures, in tiie. council chamber, for the>benefit of^the 
library in that room. We were .^nder conviction ^ the 
Necessity of I'ousing. our people from thelethargy into wliioh 
they had fallen, as to passing .events^ and .thought that the 
appointment of a day of general fasting and prayer, would 
be most likely to call up and alarm their .attention. No 
exainple.of such a solemnity. had existed aince the days of 
our distresses in the war.of ^55» since which a new genera- 
tion had grown up. With the help, therefore, of Rush- 
worth, whom we.rummaged over for the revolutionary pre- 
cedents and forms of the Puritans of that day, preserved 
by him, we cooked up a regolution, somewhat moderating 
their phrases, lor appmnling the 1st day of Jupie,,on whicm 
the port bill was to commence, for a day of fc^ng, hwrn- 
Hation and prayer; to implore heaven to avert from u^ 
the evib of civil war, to inspire us with firmness in.th^ 
support of our rights, and to turn the hearts of the King and 
Parliament to moderation and justice." 

It will be seen, from this account, that Mr. Jefferson 
was active and prominent among the first. who took a stand 
against the encroachments of the crown; and exerted him- 
self to the utmost to stimulate his countrymen .to a firm, 
manly and independent resistance, in the approachijig strug- 
gle of right against power. 

The next important measure, adc^d at the same time, 
was one recommending the counties to elect delegates to 
meet in August, to appoint Delegates to a Genej^ax 
Congress, should that projoct be deemed eligible. Tins 
irieasure being acceded to, delegates were accordingly 
chosen to .meet in convention; and Mi'. Jefferson, ampng 
others, being elected, prepared a drau^t of instructions 
to be given to the dele^tes to be chosen to Congress. 
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Tfafifle instrneiiiMls were afteii^ards printed in a ^mphlet^ 
under the title of *A Summary View of the JRighta c^ 
BritUh jStmeriea;* containing a lucid and powerful exposi- 
tion of the real political relations, founded m principle^ rea*- 
son and nature, between the colonies and the mother coun* 
try. This paper was addressed to the Kins, an^ breathed a 
spirit of libertj and darii^, which, while it startled the 
tunid, inspired confidence in the bold and resolution in the 
brave* Mn Burke afterwards adapted it to the atmosphere 
of London, to answer the ends of the opposition there; and' 
it passed very rapidly throueh several editions. It was on 
account of this pamphlet, &at Mr. Jefferson's name was 
included in a list of proscriptions by the ministry, at the 
same time that he was threatened with a [nx>secution for 
treason^ by Lord Dunmore, the royal governor of the pro- 
vince. 

Mr. Jefferson, though he had not been appointed a dele- 
gate to the first Congress, that met at Philadelphia, yet he 
was not inactive in tne Legislature^ in 1775; where, at the 
suggestion of Peyton Eandoiph, he drew up the answer of 
the General Assembly of Virginia, to the conciliatory pro- 
positions of Lord Norths which, for its independent spirit, 
and bold tone, struck some of the moderate men^ it not 
with horror, at least with amazement; but, as Jefferson says, 
it finally passed ^ the House with long and doubtful scru- 
ples from Mr. Nicholas and James Mercer, and a dash of 
cold water on it here and there, enfeebling it somewhat, 
butfinalljr with unanimity, or a vote approaching to it.' 
* This being passed, continues Mr. Jefferson, I repaired 
immediately to Philadelphia, and conveyed to Congress 
ihe first notice they had of it. It was entirely approved 
there. I took my seat with them on the 21st of June.' 

A committee being appointed by Congress^ on the~22d 
of July, to consider and report on Lord North's concilia- 
tory resolution, Mr. Jefferson was appointed, conjointly 
with Doctor Franklin, Mr. Adams and R. H. Lee. At the 
request of the committee, Mr. Jefferson undertook to pre- 
pare the report, and it could not have fallen into more able 
and efficient hands; for such were the spirits that engen- 
dered rebellion, dashed on to revolution and achieved in- 
dependence. It was fortunate for the country and the 
cause, that we had Jefferson to move in the cabinet, and 
Wa^ongton to organize the field I 
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That momentous event, the Dedaration of Indepen- 
dence, was now approaching its birth-daj; the Convention 
of Virffinia having, on the l$th of May, 1776, inatrueied 
their delegatea in Congress to declare the colonies indepm^ 
dent of Great Britain; for which purpose tiiej appointed a 
committee to prepare a declaration of ri^ts and plan of 
government. 

tn pursuance of these instructions, the Virginia delesates, 
on the 7th of lune, 1776, moved, that the Congress should 
declare " that these United Colonies are, and of right ou^t 
to be, FRBE and independent States, that they are ab" 
solved from all allegiance to the British croum, and that 
all poktical connection between them and the State of 
Great Britain is, and ou^ht to be, totally dissolved; 
that measures should be immediately taken for procuring 
the assistance of foreign powers, and a confederation be 
formed to bind the colonies more closely togeUier." 

This proposition was deferred to the succeeding day, ihe 
8th of June, when it was taken up and referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole House, who consumed that day, and 
the following Monday, in debate upon the resolutions. In 
the course of this discussion the right of tiie colonies t6 
independence was not controverted; but ihepoKcy of issu- 
ing a declaration of the kind) at that period, was considered 
by some rather dubious; among other reasons, because the 
middle States, more cautious and circumspect than those 
of the North and South, had not instructed their delegates 
to vote for such an extremity; which induced the Congress 
to postpone their final vote on the question to the 1st of 
July, in order to give time for the colonies of New York, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mu-yland and South 
Oarolina, to mature their disposition to come heartily into 
the measure, on the evepediency of which they were not yet 
fully satisfied. In the inierim^ however, a committee was 
appointed to prepare this solemn and important state paper, 
consisting of Mr. Jefierson, John Adams, Dr. Franklin, 
Roger Sherman and Robert R. Livingston. At the request 
of the committee, Mr. Jefferson consented to draught this 
momentous and interesting document. Having completed 
the Declaration of American Independence, he submitted 
it to the committee, by whom it was approved, and not less 
applauded than approved; and he accoraingly reported it to 
the House on the 28th of June, when it was read, and or-i 
dered to lie on the table* 
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It ciiiitibt be doabt6d, that cfn thi»' oceasloir, Mr. J«f^r- 
aim felt 8)1 the solk^fhtfde i^icb tfee solemn iwpiwt 0f the 
ittitMfnieiit wag rciteoiirably ai<iuhrted *a inspsi^i^ ae a step 
wMd»waBt<^ii«h^ iAtd b6iftgidoirtftfti*clvif wai^^aMowdy 
aad i^weertarin' revohiti»tty m^ iiially give 6ii1^^ to' an em- 
jjlre^ which was to change ^e fttte of the dviliEed i^orld^ 
convulse the monarchies of Europe; invert the ol^i^tiofis 
hetmixti kings and people; distfoWe the ancient foWMMitions 
oHf gjorvemment, and ci^eate a ««w empire out of the chaos 
piNNlaceii by tyranny against the rights of man. Pi-operty 
»)«b life were to be penlled, peace and abvudaittce to* be 
sacrificed, toil^ and danger to be emkred; aad* i^ wa« all . 
chBerfuHy dotie^ the sacriftee wtfs plaiced upon the altar 
of liberty, the ire was kiiiAlled, the smoke gathered in 
dhn-k and lurid, ddudfir, the iiones ascended even to the 
Iflsavensy b«t the oiei^ng waes an aceeptoble one, the-God of 
nations smiled upon ihe sacrifixie, and Americit became free, 
happy and independent. 

€m<the4lk of July, the debates upen thiB importAiitqtteS' 
tion having closed, the Declaration of Independence w%s 
adopted andsmed by every member, present, B9to£Fr Mr. 
BtosiKsONk in reference to the debwbes ob this ocoasion, 
Mr. Jefferson observes-^a^^^^TheTJiMfvf^^inlmi^ idea that we 
had lirieads in Bngland worth keemng termiB wi4h, still 
hartmted the minds of maity. For wis reason, those pas^ 
nagnf which conveyed censures on the people of England 
were struck out, lest they should give tnem offence. The 
danee too-, reprobating the enslaving the inhabitants of 
Africa, war struck out in complaiBaaice to South Carolma 
and 6eor|^ who had never attempted to restrain theim^ 
portation of slaves, and who, en the contrary, still wished* 
to centinue it. Our northern brethren aho, I beHeve, felt k 
Uttletender under tike censures^ for though their people had 
wyfcw riaives themselves, yet iSMj had been pretty conn 
siderable carriers of them to others. The debates having 
tadsen Ufpthegi*eater paits of the second, third and fourthdays 
of J«ly^ werOf on the evenii% of the laat period, closed. " 

€oiq|;ress, on the ISth of July,^ entered into the discus^ 
f^em et a great cplestions, second in importance only to the 
BeclaraAien of Independence; thin vras the adoption of ar« 
tieles of confederation between the thirteen United States. 
The debate on these articles extedded to a period of two 
year^ and were only ratified in ITTSv by ten fttates. On, 
the 26th of November eleven Statcss conourred hi tbem| 
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and on the 23d February, 1779, Delaware also received 
them; but it was not until March 1, 1781, that Maryland 
gave in her adhesion to the confederacy. 

What part Jefferson took in this measure I have not been 
able to discover^- and suspect it to have been both less pro- 
minent and less ardent than that on the Declaration ofln- 
dependence; not because he considered it of inferior mo- 
ment, but because the mind naturally relaxes and flags after 
great exertion, or unusual labour and exgitementj or that 
othm jealous of his prominence, were now ambitious of 
taking their part in the great work of self-government- 

The new government of Virginia being now organised, 
Mr. Jefferson determined to resign his seat in Congress, 
having been elected by his county to the new Legislature of 
his native State, to be held in October. On this subject he 
remarks, **I knew that our legislation, under the regal 
government, had many very vicious points which urgently 
required reformation, and I thought I could be oif more use 
in forwarding that work. I therefore retired from my seat 
in Congress on the 2d of September, resigned it, and took 
my place in the Legislature of my state on the rth of 
October." . 

Jefferson now commenced his labours in the Legisla- 
ture of Virginia, as the champion of reform and the apos- 
tle ot liberty. He there drew a MU for the organization 
€^ the courts of jttstice, of great importance, which was ap- 
proved by the committee, and finally passed into a law. 

But the most eventful, memorable and republican act of 
hi& whole life, was now to be pjerformed; and not to do in- 
justice to which, I must detail in his pwn-lan^age. «< On 
the I2th,I obtained leave to bring in a bill declaring tenants 
in tail to hold their lands in fee simple. In the earlier 
times of the colony, when lands were to be obtained for 
little or nothing, some provident individuals procured large 
grants; and desirous ot founding great families for them- 
selves, settled them on their descendants in fee tail. The 
transmission of this property from generation to generation, 
in the same name, raised up a distinct set of' families, 
who being privileged by unv in the perpetuation of their 
wealth, were thus formed into a patrician order, distin- 
guished bv the splendour and luxuty of their estaUish-> 
raents. From this order, too, the King habitually selected 
bis povnsdlbrs of statei the hope i^ which distinction de- 

R » 
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voted the wtiole cerpa te the iTitere»t§ftnd will <rf the crW». 
ToMmal thi» privilege, and hiatead of an anstoeracyrf 
weaUh, of more harm and danger than benefit to society, 
to make an opening for the aristocracy oimrim and taknt, 
iivWch natnre has wisely provided for the direction of the 
interestaof society, and scattered with equal hand through 
all its conditions, was deemed essential to a well ordered 
rnrablic To effect k, no violence was Becessary, no de- 
pnvation of natural right, but rather an enlai^ement of it, 
by a repeal of the law. For this would authorise the pre- 
sent holder to divide the property among his chddreB 
eaually, as his affections were divided; and would place 
them, by nataral generation, on the lerel of their fellow 

citizens.!' ^ . -x ilm x ^ 

This noble law, for the abolishment of entails, Mr. Jet- 
ferson had the satisfaction to see pass j md the still greater 
consolation of reflecting that he was the author of it, 
" He proposed a trial by j<ury in the court of Chancery, 
which he carried ^ but an opponent proposing an amendment, 
making it optional with the parties, it became almost a 
nullity* 

He next extended his benevolence to the cessation of the 
itnportafien of slaves; and succeeded m carrying a bill, in 
' '78, prohibiting their further imp<»*tation. 

Impelled by a cwitroversy that now arose in Vir^nia 
between the ministers of the English Episcopal church and 
the Dissenters, he next attempted to procure, and succeeded 
in a repeal of the " laws which rendered crimitudfhermnn' 
te¥iance of o^ re/tg'W^a opinions^ the forbearance of re- 
pf^iring to church, or the exercise of any mode of worshipi 
and to exempt dissenters from contributions to support the 
established churcb." 

The rwnoval of the seat of government from 'Williams- 
burg, to a more secure and central put, was the next ob- 
ject of his attenti^; but it occupied him three years to ac- 
complish this laudable ob|ect« 

la M^y^ 17^9^ he introduced a bill deinii^ the qualxi* 
cations, of citizenship^ asserting the naktrai fight of caspa- 
tfi^ion^ and presciribingthe manner of exercising it; which 
b^oas^ 9^ law, 

Th« a^o^nt of these laws we hanre derived from Mr. 
Jiette^paoA's own pen; and in making the atffitement he ob* 
servoa. wiiUbi to ohtarac^riatie medesty: ^J^ g^ng tiias' 
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account of the ktws, of which I was mjaelf the mover and 
draughtsman, I b j no meaBS, mean to claim to myself the 
merit of obtaining their passage* I had many occasional and 
strenuotis coadjutors in deSite, and one, most stedfast, 
able, and zealous, who was himself a host. This was 
Gveorge Mason, a man of the irst order of wisdom among 
those who acted on the theatre of the revolution^ of expan- 
sive mind, profound judgment, cogent in argument, learned 
in the lore of our former con^tution, and earnest far the 
repuUican ehai^ ondemocraHcprineipha. His elocudon 
was neither flowing, nor smootit; but fads lansaage was 
strong, bis manner most impressive, and strengthened by a 
dash of biting cynicism, when provocation made it season*^ 
aUe." To Mr. Wythe and Mr. Madison, he also ascribes- 
efficient co-operation. 

These acknowledgements of politeness, and marks of 
diffidence, must not, however, be allowed to detract from 
the merit of Mr^ Jefferson, for^e splendid reforms he thus 
introduced^ and for which the world stands exc)u»ively in* 
debted to his peculiar ^nius, singular sagacity, p»re repub* 
lican principles, and intrepid moral courage»<^reat quali* 
ties, which uniting with his ardent and expansive benevo* 
lence, could not have been found in another individual, 
combined in those happy proportions, capable of penetratine 
to the evils of a great system, and endowed witii vigour of 
intellect competent to their extirpation. 

Indeed, it -is difficult to appreciate justly, the cml and 
juridical services rendered to his country by Jefferson at 
this -period: so apt are we to overlook the quiet revolutioRS 
in civil life and judicial systems, wrought by the tranquil 
operations of genius, science and intellect; and so prone are 
we to devote our exclusive attention to that glare of miH- 
tary glory, which filling the world with noise, bustle, and 
confumon, forces itself upon the attention of all, and by its 
very horrors extorts the tribute of universal homage and 
dread: so true it i&, that the authors and 'promoters of 
human happiness, improvement and wisdom, who deserve 
the undivided gratitude and SNlmiration of the world i 
adiieving their labours of lo^re without noise, are <m that 
acoeont neglected; whilst the cruel ravager of nations, the 
bkKMi staJbed victor of war, and the destroyer of thousands, 
and the happiness of millions, is hailed with applause from 
the nursery to testable!, while miHions incapdi>te of thonght, 



300 THK LIFE or 

clamour forth hit renown, and sympathise in deeds, that all 
can appreciate, because ferocious, sanguinary, or afflicting. 
For ourselves, we contemplate the benevolent Sage of, Vir- 
ginia, with emotions of tne most exalted pleasure, while 
thus devoting himself ftt the shrine of justice, to preserve 
the rights oi the people, at the fountain head of the Judi- 
ciary — securing at once, life, property, liberty and hap- 
piness. 

Enlarging the sphere of his usefulness in ihis branch of 
patriotic duty, he nresented a bill to the Legislature, in the 
session of 1776, &r a Bevinon of the Laws of Firgima, 
which beine adopted, he, in company with four other mem- 
bers, was chosen to that important and arduous task: the 
principal feature in the revised code, being the abolishment 
of the law of primogeniture: which one of his colleagues 
beine desirous to retain, Jefferson answered him, ** that if 
the elder son could eat twice as much, or do double work, 
it m^ht be a natural evidence of his right to a double por- 
tion;^ but bein^ on a par in his- powers and wants, with his 
brothers and sisters, ne should be on a par also in the par- 
tition of the patrimony. This simple argument decided the 
question in favour of its annulment. Another prominpnt 
feature of the revised code, was <^ the bill for establishing 
religious freedom, the principles of ivhjLch hi&d, to a certain 
degree, been enacted before I had drawn it, says Jeffer* 
son, in all the latitude of reason and right It still met 
with ofmosition^ but with some mutilations in the preamble, 
it was nnally passed; and a singular proposition proved that 
\i» protection of opimon tvas meant to be universcd. Where 
the preamble declares, that coercion is a departure f rem the 
plan of the holy author of our religion^ an amendment was 
proposed, by inserting the words * Jesus Christ,' so that' it 
should read, ^ a departure from the plan of Jesus Christ, 
the h»ly author of our religion; the insertion was re|eeted 
by a great majority, in proof that they meant to comprehend 
within the mantle of its protection, the Jew and the Gentile, 
the Christian and Mahometan, the Hindoo and Infidel of 
every denomination*" In this, he superadded the mitigation 
of the penal code, on the system of Beccaria, abolishing jthe 
penalty of death for all crimes, except murder and treason. 
Let me not forget to record in this place, that the plan of 
solitary confinement at hard labour, originated with this 
distinguished ^la^thropist, and illustrious statesman. 
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Inexhamiffibte'iB M» schemegi for tke inpriyvfeiiieiit of the 
humaa famiij, he now uadertook to derise ^ €i^ 8%fttematUud 
pitcn of O'^FBRAX KDt CATION, reochmg to att dodses^ixi' 
|m#S4Mtiice of an acft of Asseinbrj of Yif^nm: but, thMiglr 
the bill passed, the system was never cairried into praclice. 

He aiso faulted a bill m relatieii to ^ gradual removal 
of the ettrtt of &£ay.kry$ his observatiiHis on which I feel 
myself bound lo^ traiMoribe; *^ The principles of the amend- 
ment^how^Ter, nr^e ag^ed oity thfut is to say, the freedom 
of all born afWr a certaia day, and .deportation at a proper 
^e. But it was found, that the public mind wou^ld not yet 
bear the proposition^ nor will it bear it even? at this daj. 
Yet the day la not distant when it must bear and adopt it, 
or worse will follow^ Nothing is more certainly written in 
the book of fate, ^an that these, people are to be free^ nor 
is it less certain, that the two races, equally free, cannot 
live in the same ^(ovemment. Nature^ habit an(i^ opinion, 
hare drawn inddib^e lines of distineti>on between them. It 
is still iii onr power to direct the process of emancipaifion 
and deportatioR, peaceably, and in such slow degree, as that 
the evri will wear^ off insensibly,, and-liieir pmce be pari 
pasw, filled up by free wlute latSourers. If, on the contrary, 
it is left to force itself on, human nature mvist shudder at the 
prospect held up We should in vain look for an example 
m the Spanish aeportation or deletion of the Moorai. Tais 
preced^it would fall far shwtof our ease." 

Mr. Jeffersbn was not insensible «€ the highly important 
part he had been acting in the civil government of his native 
State, towards bringing the entire and actnid &bric of iter 
polity, to assimilate to the iftbstract model of its fepublieaa 
princi^es. Remarking upon tiiese events of his life in his^ 
Memoirs, he says, >« I considered fear of these bills,, passed: 
or rqH>rted, as forming a system by wbidi everjfikire would 
be eradicated' of ancient or future -aristocracy,. 'and a foun* 
datioii laid for a government truly repnbltean. . The tJCfpeat 
of the Laws of Entail, would prevent the aceumulatioti 
jmd perpetuation of wealth, in sdTect families, aisd preserve 
the soil of the country firom being claily more and more ab- 
sorbed in mortmain. The aboluion of Prixogskiturk, 
and equal partitiOD of inheritances,* removed the feudal 



tmr 



*Tbi« phriMe is not |^rtinnia!ical—it ought to read <*«id the 
^-^^ *-— —-, of equal pattitioa of inheiitancc»*" 
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ajid unnatural distinctions which made one member of every 
familj rich, and all the rest poor, substituting equal parti- 
^on, the best of all Agrarian laws. The restoraiian €f the 
right* of Covsoi^vcit^ relieved the people from taxation for 
the support of a reli^on not theirs; for the establishment 
was truly of the religion of the rich, the dissenting sects 
being entirely composed of the less wealthy people; and 
those, bjthe bill for a seneral education, would be qualified 
to understand their ri^ts, to maintain them, and to exer- 
cise with inteir^nce their parts in self-eoiwrnment: and 
all this would be effectcMl, without the yiolation of a single 
natural right of any one indiyidual citizen. To these too,^ 
might be added, as a further security, the introduction of 
the trial bj jury, into the chancery courts, which haye 
already ingulphed, and continue to ingulph, so great a pro« 
portion of the jurisdiction over our property. " 

It was scarcely within the range of probability, that a man 
so highly gifted with talents, so judiciops in the beneficial 
application of them, and so popular in his ideas and princi- 
ples, should long remain unnonoured by the greatest office 
m ^the gift of his native state; and we accordingly perceire 
him appointed Govemor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
on the Ist of June, 1779,'at the expiration of the term for 
which Patrick Henry had served, as the first Governor of 
that Staie, after its separation from colonial vassalage fo 
England: a station which had become doubly arduous from 
the cruel exasperation of the enemy, which had driven them 
' to aggravate the natural horrors of war, by the most savage 
and revolting practices towards American prisoners. Jef- 
ferson had, on a previous occasion, extended the hand of 
humanity to alleviate the sufferings of the British prisoners 
in Virginia, in a manner and under circumstances which 
stamped his benevolence as the spontaneous and sterlingtoin 
of the heart. Now, however, he was compelled by duty, 
to the painful, resolution, of visiting with retaliation on the 
British prisoners in his power, the cruelties inflicted on ours 
by the enemy. In a letter to General Washington, he thus 
expresses himself. <^I shall give immediate orders for 
having in readiness every e^ne, which the enemy have 
contrived for the destruction m our unhappy citizoas, cap- 
tivated by them. The presentiment of tnese operations is 
.shocking beyond expression. I pray Heaven to avert them; 
but notmng in this world will do with such an enemy but 
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pfOper firmness mA decision." Fer a time, this conduct 
only stimulated the British to increased severitj against our 
unfortunate countrymen who fell into their hands^ but a 
perseverance in the system adopted by Jefferson, eventually 
succeeded, and corrected a procedure at variance with every 
principle, feeling and practice of civilised nations. In a 
, letter which he Mldressed to one of the American prisoners, 
he thus exhorts 4hem to fortitude and philosophy. << There 
is nothing, you may be assured, consistent with the honour 
of your country, which we shall not, at all times, be ready 
to do for the relief of yourself and companions in captivity. 
We know that 2U:dent spirit and hatred for tyranny, which 
broiight ^ou into jour present situation, will enable you to 
bear against it with the firmnefiis which has distinguished 
jou as a soldier^ and to look forward with pleasure to the 
daj when events shall take place, against which the wounded 

Snde of your enemies will find nib comfort, even from re- 
ections on the. most refined of ^the cruelties with which 
they have glutted themselves." . 

The administration of Mr. Jefferson was now rendered 
memorable, by the sudden invasion of Yir^nia by the Bri- 
tish, headed by the daring Tarleton, tracking his way with 
barbarity and blood, as the van of Comwalhs's army, and 
shaking Virginia to the centre, by the sudden and terrible 
shock of war. 

I'his was a new era in the life of Jefferson. The philo- 
sopher, the sage and the statesman, was called to buckle on 
his armour, and array the militia of his State against the 
formidable invasion of a fierce and disciplined foe. Vii*gi-* 
nia with her wonted chivalry roused herself to action; and 
Jefferson bent all the energies of his powerful intellect to 
the efficient discharge of his military functions; and put in 
requisition every means of defence and precaution, which 
his foresight and resources enabled him to apply. On the 
11th of June, he wrote to Washington in the following 
style of energy, .decision, and activity. " Our intelligence 
from the souuiward is most lamentably defective. Though 
Charleston has now been in the hands of the enemy a month, 
we hear nothing of their movements which can be relied 
upon. Rumours say that they are penetrating northward. 
To remedy tKis defect, I shall immediately establish a line 
of expresses from hence to the neighbourhood of their army, 
and send thither a ^sensible, judicious person, to give us 
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inforoiatioa of thc4r HAOvemQuto, This uiitelligexice i^W^ I 
hope, be convejed itt the rate of one. huitdced. and twenty 
miles in the twenty-four hours. Thej set out to tkeir-sta- 
tioas to-:9iorrowp i wish it were possible that a like apeedy 
liue of commusicatiQn could be tormed from henee to-your 
excellency's head quartere. Perfect and speedj^ ipfona^- 
tion of what is passing in the south, might put it inyour 
power perhaps to frame your measures by theirs. Ijiere 
IS really nothUig to oppose the enemy northward, but the 
cautious principle of the . military art. North Carolina is 
without arms. They do not abound with us. Those we 
hanre are freely impaled to theai; but such is the state of 
their resources that they haye not been able to move a single 
musket from this State to th^rs. All the wagons we can 
collect here, have been furnished to -the Baron De Kalb, 
and are^assemblod lor the inarch of S50(X men under Gene- 
ral Steyens, of Culpepper, who will move on the 19th iost. 
I haye written to Confess to hasten supplies of arms and 
military stores for the southern States, and pavtioularly to 
aid us with cartridge paper and boxes, the want of which 
articles, small as they are, renders our stores usdess. The 
want 4>f money cramps eyery effort. This wiU be supplied 
by the most unpalatable ot all substitutes, rforoe. Kour 
excellency* will readily conceiye that, after the loss of. one 
army, oui* eyes are turned towards the other, and that we 
comfort ourselves with th^ .hope that, if any aids. can be 
furnished by you, without defeating the operations more 
beneficial to the Union, they will be furnished. At the 
same tinfie, I am happy to find jtfaat the wishes of tbe< people 
go no further, as far as I have an opportunity of heanng 
their sentiments. Could arms be furnished, I think tins 
State and North Carolina, would embody from ten to fifteen 
thousa||d militia immediately, and more if necessary. I hope 
ere long to be able to give you a more certain statemont of 
the enemy's as well as our own situation. " 

The Legislature of Virginia. acted with a vigour and 
promptitude commensurate to the occasion, and clothed the 
Governor with extraordinary powers, not exactly, consistent 
with republican ideas; but Jenorson rose to the critioaLna- 
ture of the emergency, and> did not disappoint public lex- 
pectation m this solemn crisis. 

* I italicise this ti^e to show that<eren Jmff^moa «ould notpve- 
serve, in practice* his strict rbpubkioan sixplicitt! 
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An attack]| however, now burst upon them from another 
and uninspected quarter. Generai AitHiJd,. the traitcrr of 
West Point,. always daring, and now be<)ome neekless ftnil 
ferocious, suddenly landed below Richmond, at the head of 
1500 men. This was a complete surpriae, for w^hich the 
Gov^iKH' was unprepared; the available militia having be^-- 
placed underthe command of General Nelson, and station^ 
ed at Williamsburg. In diis juncture, Jefferson^ hmns 
hastily summoned two hundred militia, under the command 
of Baron Steuben, with which force he superintended in 
person the records and military atores that were deposited 
m the capital, across the river, until he saw them ssdTe from 
the gripe of the enemy. On this occasion Jefferson maiii*^ 
festedthat coolness and displayed thi^ undaunted courage 
which might have been justly expected from his character) 
and continued to issue bis orders until the very api^araAce 
of the Jight horse of the enemy made it m-udent to with- 
draw his person from the scene of embarKation. Arnold 
having laid -waste and plundered^ the surroundii!^ country, 
Mr. Jefferson, to rid the State of his further annovance, 
conceived a limdable plan for his capture, which he tnought 
might be attended witn success | and which he thus explained 
in a letter to General Muhlenberg, dated .31st January, 
1780, ** Sir, Acquainted as you are with the treasons ojf 
Arnold, I need say nothing for your information, or to give 
you a proper sentiment of them. You will readily suppose 
that it is above all things desirable to drag him from those 
under whose wing he is now sheltered. On his march to and 
from this place-, I am certain it mieht have been done with 
facility, by men of enterprise and firmness. I think it may 
still be done, though perhaps not quite so easily. Having 
peculiar confidence in the men from the western side of the 
mountains, I meant, as soon as they should come down, to 
get the enterprize proposed to a chosen number of them» 
such whose courage and whose fidelity would be above all 
doubt. Your perfect knowledge of those men personally^ 
and m V confidence in your discretion, induce me to ask you 
to seeK. from amonff them proper characters, in such num- 
bers as you think besti to reveal to them, our desire; and 
engage them to undertake to seize and brine off this great- 
est of all traitors. Whether this may be best effected by 
their going in as friends, and awaitins their of^ortunity, 
or o^rwise, is left to themselves* The smaller th^ mun* 

S 
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bei* the better, so that they maj be sufficient to manage hiin« 
Everj necessary caution must be used on their part, to pre- 
vent a discovery of their design by the enemy. I wiW un- 
dertake, if they are successful m bring;ing him off alive, that 
they shall receive five thousand guineas reward among them) 
and to men formed for such an enterprise, it must be a great 
incitement to know that their names will be recorded with 

«ory in history, with those of Vanwert, Paulding and 
Williams." 

The plan thus suggested by Jefferson was carried into 
effect; nut it proved abortive, Arnold being not less cautious 
ftlid circumspect, than he was daring and unprincipled. 

Failing in this scheme, he now projected another, in 
which he was to receive the co-operation of General Wash- 
ington, and the French fleet. In a letter of the 8th of 
March, he thus addressed the former personage, upon the 
subject: ** We have made, on our part, every preparation 
which we were able to make. The militia, proposed to 
operate, will be upwards of 4000 from this State, and 1000 
or 1200 from Carolina, said to be under General Gregory. 
The enemy are at this time, in a great measure, blockaded 
by land, there being a force on the east side of Elizabeth 
nver. They suffer for provisions, as they are afraid to 
venture far, lest the French squadron should be in the 
neighbourhood, and come upon them. Were it possible to 
block up the river, a little time would suffice to reduce 
them by want and desertions; and would be more sure in 
its events than any attempt by storm." But Arnold again 
escaped; the arrival of a British squadron of superior force 
having driven the French fleet from the Chesapeake. 

Arnold having effected a retreat from Virginia, Comwal- 
lis now penetrated the State from the south. Exhausted of 
most of her slender resources for the common defence, and 
the succour of her southern sisters, Jefferson saw, and de- 
plored, that his native state had been left naked to the 
sword of the enemy. But his was not a spirit to despair, 
or shrink in times of danger. Again he rose with the pres- 
sure of the emergency; and having rallied every remaining 
resource of the commonwealth, he placed her in the best 
attitude of defence which his limited means permitted. 

The Legislature convened at Charlottevifle on the 28th 
of May; and thus took from the Governor some of the 
wei^t of the heavy responsibility which had been thrown 
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upon Kim by a concurrence of adverse events and disastrous 
circumstsuices. His letter to General Washington, of that 
date, will supercede any description of ours, relating to the 
embarrassments and difficulties that pressed upon him, 

*'I have just been advised, he says, that the British have 
evacuated Petersburg, been joined by a considerable r^n- 
forcement from New York, and crossed James river at 
"Westover. They were, on the 26th instant, three miles 
advanced towards Richmond, at which place. Major Gene- 
ral, the Marquis Fayette, lay with three thousand men, 
regulars and militia, that being the whole number we could 
arm, until the arrival of the 1100 stand of arms from Rhode 
Island, which are about this time at the pla^e where our 
public stores are deposited. The whole force of the enemy 
within this State, from the best intelligence I have been 
able to set, is, I think, about 7000 men, including the ^rr 
rison left at Portsmouth. A number of privateers, which 
are constantly ravaging the shores of our rivers, prevent us 
from receiving any aid from the counties lying on navigable 
waters! &i^d powerful operations meditated against our wes* 
tern frontier, by a joint force of British and Indian savages, 
have, as your excellency before knew, obliged us to em- 
body between two and three thousand men in that quarter. ^ 
Your excellency will judge from this state of thin^, and 
from what you know of your own country, what it may 
probably suffer during the present campaign. Should the 
enemy be able to obtain no opp(H*tunity ot annihilatng the 
Mu^uis's army, a small proportion of their force may yet 
restrain his movements effectually, while the greater part 
is employed in detachments to waste an unarmed country, 
and lead the minds of the people to acquiesce under thos^ 
events, which they see no human power prepared to ward 
off. We are too far removed from the other scenes of war, 
to say whether the main force of tlie enemy be within this 
«tate; but I suppose they cannot any where spare so great 
»n army for the operations of the field. Were it possible 
for this circumstance to justify, in your excellency, a deter- 
mination to lend us your personal aid, it is evident from the 
universal voice^ that the presence of their beloved country- 
man," #hose talents have so long been successfully employ* 
in establishing the freedom of kindred States^* to whose 

* I cannot avoid calling the attention of the reader, in an emr 
phatic manner, to the terms here used 'jliitdbsd statxs,' addressed 
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peraen Hkej have still -flattered themselres th^j retained 
some right, and have ever loaked upon as their dermer re- 
9ort in distress; that jour appearance, among them, I wf, 
would restore fuU confidence of salvation, and would render 
ihem equal to whatever is not impoBsible. I cannot un- 
dertake to foresee and obviate^ the difficulties which lie 
in the way of such a resolution. The whole subject is 
before jou, of which I see only detached parts. Should 
the danger of the State, and its consequences to the Uni<»i, 
be Slich as to render it best for the whole that jou should 
repair to its assistance, the difficulty would then be how to 
keep men out of the field, I have undertaken to hint this 
matter to your excellency, not only on my own sense of i^ 
importance to us, but at ^e sblicitation of many membe^ 
of weight in our L^slature, which has not yet assembled 
to spesQc its own desires* A few days will bring to me that 
relief, which the constitution has prepared for those op- 
pressed with the labours of my office; and a long declared 
resolution of relinquishing it to abler hands, has prepared 
my way for retirement to a-^private ^tationi «till, as an in- 
dividual, I should feel the comfortaMe effects of your pre- 
sence, and have (what I thought could not have been) an 
additional motive for that gratitude, esteem and respedj 
which I have long felt for your excellency." 

Certainly, more delicate, and at ^e same time, more 
abundant adulation, was never before comprised in so nar*^ 
row a compass, in a letter of state, addressed from one 
public ch^aeter to another, on a question of great national 
conc^^ment; and, if Washington did not feel it, he must 
have been more than human. The flattery, however, was 
too refined to offend; and reflects equal honour on htm who 
offered, and him who received it; being, beyond all doubt, 
the sincere obullition of the heart on the part of Jefferson. 

His term of office having expired on the 2d of June, Mr. 
Jefiferson retired from 1^ cares of public, to the enjoyment 
of {Mivate life, under tlie pleasing reflection that he had 

to the cemiBander in dMef of the annies of the United States) and 
who must have looked ujpon this expression of Jefferson ^j^a rank 
political heresy^ at war with the common defence and general wel- 
fare of the whole; a doctrine to which Washington was so religiously 
attached, as constituting the palladium of civil 'liberty, as well as 
ttulitaiy auccess and national safety. * . 
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faitkfuUj discharged his duty to tiic utmost of his ability^ 
in a period pf trying difficult j» and through scenes of im- 
minent peril and perplexing embarrassment; which, in all 
after times, must secure him an honorable immortalit j. 

He now retired to his retreat at Monticello; but had 
scarcely reached that place, when intelligence was received 
that Tarleton, at the head of 250 horse, had been detached 
from the main army, to surprise and capture the members 
of the Legislature,^ then in session at Charlotteville. The 
House was on the point of proceeding to business, when 
the alarm was communicated, and had hardly time to 
adjourn, when the enemy burst into the villaee, assured of 
-tiieir prey; but no one was taken, thoush all nad a narrow 
escape. But the ex-Governor was not forgotten; and Cap^ 
tain M'Leod, with a troop of horse was despatched to 
Monticello, to secure JeiTerson. Fortunately, the inteK 
ligence of their approach was conveyed in advance, and Jef- 
ferson was enabled to escape, having sent off his family in 
A carriage, and mounting a horse himself, made hi«f way 
through tlie woods to the house of a friend, where he was 
joinea by his . family. This is the famous incident in his 
life, which has been so opprobriously stigmatised by faction, 
by ^ the flight to Carter^ a mountain;^ which venal l>ards 
have sung in satiric strains, and which the mercenary scrib- 
blers of a sordid party, have attempted to brand with 
infamy in scurrilous prose. Let the simple question be 
nsked, was an unarmed individual to stand still, and suffer 
himself to be captured by a body of 250 horse? Or was he, 
like Captain Bobadil, to challenge and kill them hy tensj in 
j»uccessionf But the pencil of history has too vividly con-r 
secrated to veneration the firmness of the statiesmau, and 
the talents of the man, as well as his zeal and intrepidity, 
to require his vindication from so frivplQUj»:^ though at th^ 
same time so malicious a chai*ge,. 

Like all men distinguished for prominent talents and 
great decision of character, Jefferson did not escape the 
aspersions and suspicions of an opposition party during his 
gubernatorial labours; and after his retirement, a ^r. 
Nicholas moved, in the Legislature, for an enquiry into 
his administration, on the ground of remissness and n^lect 
in, securing the public defence from the inroads of the 
enemy. Jefferson, and his friends, manifested the utmost 
readiness to m^t this investigation; but, after s), phorttime, 
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Mr. Nicholas havii^ become convinced 6f the futiUty <rf 
ijlw chs^, declined its farther pt^osecution, and it fellj still- 
h^rii, into the tomb of oMivious calumny. Jefferson, how- 
ever, expectihg to meet it, procured one of the represetata- 
^feivesof his county to resign his seat in the Legislature, and 
in his place he was unanimously chosen j but when the 
House met, and no one appeared to prosecute the inquiry, 
lefferson rose in his seat, and after reciting the charges 
brought against them, entered briefly into his own defence; 
which^ having concluded, his justification was deemed so 
full and complete that the House tmanimously passed this 
resolution—* Resolved, That the sincere thanks of the 
G^ne^l Assembly be given to our former Governor, Thomas 
Jefferson, for his impartial, upright and attentive adminis- 
traficm, whilst in office. The Assembly wish, in the strong- 
est manner, to declare the high opinion they entertain of 
Mr. Jefferson's ability, rectitude and integrity, as chief 
magistrate of this commonwealth, and mean, by thus pub- 
licljr avowing their opinion, to obviate and remoTe all un- 
merited censure.^ 

Mr. Nicholas now made the amende honorable^ by a pub- 
lication of his error, and an acknowledgment of the injus- 
tice of which he had been guilty towards Mr. Jefferson: an 
example of frank and honorable atonement, which it is to be 
lamented is not more generally imitated, after the transient 
heat of party animosity has cooled off, and reason left to 
meditate on the injustice, can vanquish the impulse of 
passion at the shrine of truth. 

The next remarkable event in the life of Jefferson, was 
of a literary character, and relates to the composition of his 
*< Notes on Virginia,*' written in 1781, amidst the din of 
arms, the clamour of politics, and theconfusion of war. The 
Secrertarv of the French Legation, M. De Marbois, having 
proposecl to Mr. Jefferson a series of inquiries relative to 
the State of Virginia; its natural productions, government, 
geography, history and laws; he answered them in this 
work, so replete with science, learning, research and philo- 
sophy. Pleased even to delight with this performance, the 
ftentlemah to whom h was addressed, procured it to be 
translated and printed in the French, and circulated among 
his friends, in whom $t excited a lively interest. From tlna 
cctoy, a translation having been tomde Without his fcnow- 
llfedge, he was induced, in the year irST, to publish the work 



THOMAS XBFFEHSON. 911 

under hid own direction in its original English dress. At 
no inconsiderable porflon of his tame rests upon this pro«- 
dU'Ction, we shalt enter into some exmminAtion of its merits 
in Anotheff place. 

In September I78S, Mr, JeiTerson suffered a severe stroke 
oi domestic affliction, in the demise of his wife-— << in whose 
affections, he says, unabated on both sides, I had lived the 
last ten years in unchequered happiness. " Desirous of a 
change of scene from the spot of his bereavement, he now 
accepted the appointment of Minister Plenipotentiary, to 
negociftte peace, through the mediation of the Empress of 
Russia, in conjunction with Mr. Adams, Mr. Jay, Dr. 
franklin, and Mr. Laurens: an appointment which he had 
the year before declined, under a conviction that he could 
be more useful at home. This mission, however, failed $ 
and, after having reached Philadelphia, he was excused by 
Congress from proceeding in its execution, owing to the 
arrival of intelligence of the signing of the provisional treaty 
of peace. He therefore, returned to Monticello on the 
15th of May, 1783. 

On the 6th of June, he was again appointed a delegate to 
Congress, and took his seat in that body on the 4th of No- 
vember, at Trenton; from whence Congress adjourned to 
Annapolis, to meet on the S6th of the same month, whither 
Jefferson attended them. But it was not until the 13th of 
December, that a quorum could»be formed.- 

His first work of utility in tliis session, was the scheme 
for regulating the current money of the United States, by 
adopting the Dollar^ as our unit of account and payment, 
and its divisions and subdivisions in the decimal ratio«^ 
thus rendering it into dollars, dimes^ cents and mills. He 
suggested the same principle in the regulation of distances^ 
Bjmweights 9X\Avnea8ures; but, strange to say, it has never 
yet been adopted, though so eligible and a^lvantaffeous. 

The definitive treaty of peace now arrived, and was to be 
ratified by Congress; but the want of a full representation 
of mne States^ protracted its final adoption. Much and 
unavailing debate now ensued, speaking of which Mr. Jef- 
ferson makes the following apt and judicious strictures upon 
parliamentary debates, whidi are too excellent not to be 
(quoted. '* Our body w^s little numerous, but very conten- 
tious. Day after date^ was wasted on the most unimportant 
questions. A member, one of those afflicted with the 
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morbid rage of debate, of an ardent mind, prompt ima- 
gination, and copious flow of wofds, who heard with 
impatience any lo^c which waa not hig own, sitting near 
me, on some occasion of a trifling but wordy debate, asked 
me how I could sit in silence, hearing so much false rea- 
soning, which a word should refute? I observed to him, 
that to refute, indeed, was easy, but to silence ipipossible; 
that in measures brought forward by myself, I took th« 
labouring oar, as was incumbent on me$ but that in general, 
I was willing to listen | that if every sound argument or 
objection was used by some one or other of the numerous 
debaters, it was enough; if not, I thought it sufficient to 
suggest tiie omission, without going into a repetition of what 
haabeen already said by olhers: that this was a waste and 
abuse of the time and patience of the House, which could 
not be justified. Ana I believe, that if the members t>f 
deliberate bodies were to observe this course generally, they 
would do in a day, what takes them a week; and it is really 
more questionable than may at first be thought, whether 
Bonaparte's durr^ Legislature, which said nothing and did 
much, may not be preferable to one which talks much and 
doesnothing, J served with General Washington in th$ 
Legislature &f Virginia, brfare the Revolution, and during 
it^ fvith Dr. Pranklin^ in Congress; I never heard either of 
them speak ten minutes at a time, nor to any hut the main 
POINT, which was to decide the question* They laid their 
shoulders to the great poirds^ hnofving that the little ones 
would follow of themselves. If the present Congress errs in . 
too much talking, how can it be otherwise, in a body to 
which the people send or^ hundred and fifty Laujyers^ 
whose trade it ts to question every thing, yield nothing, and 
talk by the hour? That one hundred and fifty Lawyers 
should do business together, ought not to be expected.'' 

At length, on the 14th of Jfanuaiy, the delegates froin 
nine States having arrived, the treaty was ratified^ without 
a dissenting voice. . 

Congress having resolved to join another Minister in 
Europe, (to negociate treaties of commerce]) to Mr* Adams 
and Dr, Franklin. Mr. Jefferson was appointedr He gives 
the following brief account of his voyi^e to France. '* I. 
accordingly left Annapolis on the 1 1th, topk with me my 
eldest daughter, then at Philadelphia, (the two others being 
too young for the voyage) and proceeded to Boston itt quest 
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of a passage* While passing through the dilTerent States, 
I made a point of informii^ myself of the state of the com- 
merce of each; went (m to New Hampshire with the same 
view, and returned to Boston. Thence I sailed on the 5th 
of July, in the feres, a merchant ship of Mr. Nathaniel 
Trapej, bound to Cowes. He -was himself a passenger, tad 
after a pleasant voja^ of nineteen -days, we arrived 9t 
Cowes G& the £6th. I was detained there a few days by 
the indisposition of my daughter. On the 30th, we em- 
barked for Havre, arrived there on the 31st, left it on the 
Sd of Auffust, and arrived at Paris on the 6th. I called 
immediately on. Dr. Franklin, at Paasy, communicated to 
him our charge, and we wrote to Mr. Adams, then at the 
Hague, to join us at Paris." 

In Europe, the services of Mr. Jefferson w^e highly be- 
neficial to his country; for, independent of his diplomatic 
talent, the moral force of his character as a statesman, a 
man of science, a philosopher, and a sage, elevated the re- 
putation of his country, and extorted that respect which 
civilised mankind always pay as the tribute of reason to the 
power of intellect. Havmg negociated several treaties of 
commerce, Dr. Franklin returned home; and Mr. Adams, 
having been appointed ambassador at St. James, Mr. Jeffer- 
son was left as minister at the court of Versailles. 

A treaty with Prussia and Morocco, was the only fruit of 
the labours of the three ambassadors. 

At the request of Mr. Adams, Jefferson now went over 
to London, to attempt a treaty with that power; but returned 
to Paris covered with disappointment, mortification and 
chagrin, at the ci^d reception the overture had met with. 

From Paris, Mr. Jefferson found leisure to travel into 
Italy, and explore Holland; and his powers of observation 
fully enabled him to amass a fund of information as usefol 
to ins country, as it proved beneficial to himself. 

In France, a long residence and a perfect mastery of the 
lan^age, could not fail to imbue him deeply with Eur^ean 
politics. His prepossessions in favour of France were warm 
and evident; he did not conceal his attachment to the 
French character, and to French modes of thinking, acting, 
and feeling; and he, therefore, naturally became a favorite 
with their philosophers and men of letters; nor was k, a 
alight honor to call D^^lembtrt his friend, embrace Con^ 
doreet as a companion, and acknowledge iheMbe MorreHet 
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as his literary eod-father, who, from love to the author, 
translated his Notes on Virginia. 

Although at a foreign court, the thoughts of Jefferson 
were too much directed to home, to allow him to overlook 
what was goins on, in the formation of the new ConstUu- 
txony to which he looked with an anxiety and solicitude pro- 
portioned to the magnitude and imp<H*tance of the object. 
As it will forever remain an interesting subject of rational 
curiosity, as well as of political importance to know in what 
light he viewed the Constitution ai the time of its adoption, 
1 shall quote from his memoirs and correspondence, ail that 
appears- to bear directly upon this great point* He says, 
pa^e 63, ^^ Our first essay in America, to establish a fede> 
rative government, had fallen, on trial, very short of its 
object. During the war of Independence, while the pres^ 
sure of an external enemy hooped us together, and their 
enterprises kept us necessarily on the alert, the spirit of 
the people, excited by danger, was a supplement to the Con^ 
federation, and urged them to zealous exertions, whether 
claimed by that instrument or not| but when peace and 
safety were restored, and every man became engaged in 
useful and profitable occupation^ less attention was paid to 
the calls of Congress. The fundamental defect of the con- 
federation was, that Congress was not authorised to act im- 
mediately on the people, and by its own officers. Their 
power was only requisitory, and those requisitions were 
addressed to the several Legislatures, to be by them carried 
into execution, without other coercion than tne moral prin- 
ciple of duty. This allow^, in fact, a a negative to every 
Legislature, on every tneasure proposed by Congress f a ne- 
gative 80 frequently exercised in practice, as to benumb 
the action of tne federal government, and to render it inef- 
ficient in its general objects, and more especially in pecu- 
niary and foreign concerns. The want, too, of a separation 
of the legislative, executive and judiciary functions worked 
disadvantageously in practice. Yet this state of Uiings af- 
forded a happy augury of the future march of our confede- 
racy,, when it was seen that the good sense and good dispo- 
sitions of the people, as soon as they perceived the incom- 
petence of then* first compact, instead .of leaving its c6rrec« 
tion to insurrection and civil war, agreed, with one voice, 
to elect deputies to a general Convention, who should 
peaceably meet and agree on such a Constitution, as would 
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ensure peace^ ju»tiee, lihe¥ty^' the common Jefmce and 
general welfare* 

«^This Convention met at Philadelphia, on the 25 th of 
May, ir87. It sat with closed doors, and kept all its pro* 
ceedings secret until its dissolution on the irth of Septem- 
ber, when the result of its labours were published all toge- 
ther. I received a copy early in November, and read and 
contemplated ite provisions with gre€U satisfaction* As not 
a member of the Convention, however, nor probably a single 
citizen of the Union had approved it in alf its parts, so I 
too found articles which I thought objectionable. The ab- 
sence of express, declarations insuring freedom of religion, 
freedom of the press, freedom of the person, under the unin- 
terrupted protection of the Habeas Corpus, and trial by jury 
in civil as well as in criminal cases, excited my jealousy ; 
and the re-eligibility of the President for life I quite disap- 
proved. I expressed freely, in letters to my friends, and 
more particularly to Mr. Madison and General Washington, 
my approbations and objections. How the good should be 
secured, and the ill brought to rights, was the difficulty.. 
To refer it back to a new convention might endanger the 
loss of the whole. My first idea was, that the nine states 
first acting, should accept it unconditionally, and thus se- 
cure what in it was good, and that the four last should ac« 
cepton the previous condition, that certain amendments 
should be agreed to$ but a better course was devised of ac- 
cepting the whole, and trusting that the good sense and 
honest intentions of our citizens would make tlie alterations 
which should be deemed necessary. Accordingly, all ac- 
cepted, six without objection, and seven with recommenda- 
tions of specified amendments. Those respecting the press, 
religion, and juries, with several others of great value, were 
accordingly made; but the habeas corpus was left to the 
discretion of Congress, and the amendment against the re- 
eligibility of the President was not proposed. My (fears of 
that feature were founded on the importance of the office, 
on the fierce contentions it might excite among ourselves, 
if continuable for life, and the dangers of interference, 
either with money or arms, by foreign nations, to whom the 
choice of an American President might become interesting. 
Examples of this abounded in history; in the case of the 
Roman emperors, for instance— of the popes, while of any 
significance — of the German emperors, the kings of Polana^ 
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and the Deys of Barbary. I had observed, too^ in the feudal 
history, and in the recetit instance^ particularly, of the Stad- 
tholder of Holland, how easily omceii or tenures for life, 
'ilidt into INHERITANCES. My wish, therefore, was that 
the President should be electee for seven years^ and be in- 
eligible afterwards. This term I thought sufficient ta ena- 
ble him, with the concurrence of the Legislature, to carry 
through and establish any system of improvement he should' 
propose for the general good. But the practice adopted, I 
think, is better — allowing his continuance for eight years, 
with a liability to be dropped at half-way of the term, mak- 
ing that a period of probation.* That his continuance 
should be restrained to seven years was the opinion of the 
Convention at an earlier sta^ of its session, when it voted 
that term, by a majority of eight against two, and by a sim- 
ple majority that he should be ineligible a second time, Thi» 
opinion was confirmed by tbe House so late as July 26, 
referred to the committee of detail, reported favourably by 
them, and changed to the present form by final vote, on the 
last day but one only of their session Ot this change, three 
States expressed their disapprobation— New York-, by re- 
commending an amendment that the President should not 
be eligible a third time, and Virginia and North Carolina 
that he should not be capable of serving more than eight 
in any term of sixteen years$ and although this amendment 
has not been made in form, yet practice seems to have esta- 
blished it. The example of four Presidents voluntarily 

■■■■■ ■ — rnrn-^. ■■^. - ■ ■ - ■ ■ — — - - ■ ^, I ■ 

• Mr. Jefferson Was evidently too much of a politician to ^ve the 
tnie definition of the first term of four years; and instead of * proba- 
tion' I should propose to substitute the word popufariiy^ 'making^ 
that a term of popularity/ during which the President courts tha 
psopirs FOR A RE-ELECTioK, and does nothing for the good of the na- 
tion; and having secured a re-election, he then acta with an eye .to 
history, And does all the good he can to secure himself the universal 
applause of all parties. 1 his shows four years to be sufficient for the 
PUBLIC GOOD, but not enough for private ambition; and we may justly 
indulge a regret, that one so celebrated for his profession of republican 
doctrines as Mr. Jefferson, should in the same breath deprecate long 
tenures of officp, and yet oppose short ones; after experience, too» 
had so fully demonstrated, that tiie first four years was the rule of 
the demagogue, and the last four the administration of the patriot! 
The first four to organise a party for re-election, and the \9fX. four to 
perform what he wair originally elected to do, but neglected,' to attend 
to partisan amuigem^oits. Not so, however, with. WMiiKzr9i:t>3r! ! ! 
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retin»g at the end of their eighth year, and the progress of 
public opinion, that the principle is salutary, have giVen it 
m practice the force of precedent and usage,- insomuch, that 
should a President consent to be a candidate fbr a tMfd 
election, I trust he would be rejected, on iMs demonstrtf. 
tion of ambitious views.* 

XV " 5** ^^^^^ ^^ another amendment, of which none of u^ 
thott^t at the time, and in the omission of which lurks the 
germ tiiat is to destroy this happy, combination of national 
powers^ in the general government, for matters of NatiotUd 
concern, and independent powers in the States, for what 
concerns the States severally. In England, it was a gi'eat 
point, gained at the Revolution, that the commissions of 
the Judges, which had hitherto been during pleasure^ should 
tiienceforth be made during good behaviour. A Judiciary 
dependent on the will of the King, had proved^ itself the 
most oppressive of all tools in the hands of that ma^strate. 
Nothing then could be more salutary, than a change there, 
to the tenure of good behaviourj and the question of good 
behaviour left to the vote of a simple majority in the two 
houses of Parliament Before the Revolution, we were all 
good English whigs, cordial in their free principles, and in 
meir jealousies of tiieir executive magistrate. These jea- 
lousies are very apparent in all our State constitutions; and 
in the general government, in this instance, we hav^ gone 
even beyond the English caution, by requiring a vote of 
two-thirds, in one of the Houses, for removing a Judge; a 
vote so impossible, where any defence is mad^^ before men 
of ordinary prejudices and passions, that oar Judges' are 
effectually independent of the nation^ But this ought' not 
to be. I would not^ indeed, make them dependent on thci 
Executive authority, as they formerly were in England; but 
I deem it indispensable to the continuance of this govern- 
m^it, that they should be submitted to some practical and 
impartial control; and that this to be imj^fartia^; must be 



• Tlus precedent was entirely ftccidentid, Washington having d<- 
termined to rc^tire at the end of four yearsi bttt being restrained fi^m 
that course by the peculiar pressure of the public exigencies, which 
he thoaght rendered it a point of honour to continue, until the diffi- 
culties of the country could be adjusted. To settle those difficulties, 
he reluctaifdy stood a second term: billt his opinioti vras decidedly in 
^Your of o jrx -txbx ! 

T 
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compounded of a mixtttre of State aad Federal authorities** 
It is not enough that honest men are appointed Judges, All 
know the influence of interest on the mind of man, and how 
unconsciously his judgment is warped by that influence* 
To this bias add ihat of the esprit de corps^ of their peculiar 
maxim and creed that *it is the office of a good Judge^to 
enlarge his jurisdiction;' and the absence of responsibility; 
and how can we expect impartial decision between the Ge- 
neral Government, of which they are themselves so eminent ~ 
a part, and an individual State, from which, they have no- 
thing to hope or fear? We have seen, too, tliat contrary to 
all correct example, they are in the habit of going out of the 

Jiuestion before them, to throw an anchor ahead, and grapple 
urther hold for future advances of power. Thev are then,, 
in fact, the corps of sappers and miners^ steadily working 
to undermine the independent rights of the States^ and to 
consolidate all power m the hands of that government, in 
which they have so important a freehold estate. " 

Although I have ever been prejudiced against the Supreme 
Court, and in favour of State rights^ yet I cannot conceive 
how that tribunal can ever decide agg,inst the consolidation 
features of the constitution. That court was not constituted 
as a conservative tribunal of the rights of the States^^ butaa 
a conservative tribunal of the power oj the United States. 
Without the Supreme Courts as now organised, the cofMti- 
tution is nothing. The States have the remedy of an ap-i 

* Kr. Jeiferflon does not reason here with his wonted logical pre* 
cision. He admits that Judges being men, must have some bias of 
interest or feeling; and cannot therefore be impartial; yet he con- 
tends for an impartial power to which they shall be held responsible ! 
The mi;rture of State and Federal authorities, must, however, be 
composed of men; and why should they be more impartial than the 
Juc^es ? This is reasoniog in a circle, and contending for an Utopia. 
If the independence of the JuiUciaiy is sound doctrme in Enghmd, 
why not in the United States? Because of the liability of human 
nature to be partial to itself? At this rate, we might abohsh all go- 
vernment, because its officers are men. I muat confess, I cami<t 
discern the force of Mr. Jefferson's argument. Hc^ desired to arr«8t 
consolidation, by making the Judges of the Supreme Qourt depen- 
dent on those in i&vour of State rights; a bias quite as partial, and as 
destructive to the Republic as consoHdation! The independence of 
the Court, strikes us as unexceptionable — ^but it is the Covstitv- 
Tion^ that I.SA178 to consolidation; and how can the Court^scape the 
same propensity? 
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peal to public opinion, if aggressed^ and such a panoplj is 
more desirable than the sword of coercion^ or the tomahawk 
of civil strife. If public opinion will not redress their 
wrongs, they cannot be greatly injured. So thought Mr. 
Jefferson himself, when he indited the following letter, 
teeming with sound doctrines, conceived by the clear head 
of a republican, and approved by the sound heart of a 
philanthropist. 

In a letter to F. Hopkinson, dated Paris, March 13, 
1789, he avows himself an advocate of a consolidated 
government, and disclaims the suspicion of being an anti- 
federalist. " You say that I have been dished up to you 
as an anti-federalist, and ask me if it be just. My opinion 
was never worthy enough of notice, to merit citings but 
since you ask it, 1 will tell it to you. I am not a federalist, 
because I neyer submitted the whole system of my opinions 
to the creed of any party of men whatever, in religion, in 
philosophy, in politics, or in any thing else, where I was 
capable oi thinking for myself. Such an addiction, is the 
last degradation ofa free and moral agent. * If I -could not 
go to heaven, but with a party, I would not go there at all. 
Therefore, I protest to you, I am not of the party of fede- 
ralists. But I am much farther from that of the antifede- 
ralists. I approved, from the first, of the great mass of 
what is in the new constitution; the consolidation of 
THE government; the^organisation into executive, legisla- 
tive and judiciary; the" subdivision of the legislative; the 
happy compromise of interests between the ^eat and little 
States, by the different manner of voting m the different 
houses; the votingby persons instead of States; the qualified 
negative on laws given to the Executive, which, however, I 
should have liked better, if associated with the Judiciary 
also, as in New York; and the power of taxation. 1 
thought, at first, that the latter might have been limited. 
A little reflection soon convinced me it ought not to be. 
What I disapproved from the first moment, also, was the 
want of a bill of rights, to guard liberty against the legisla- 



* It will be observed, that this sentiment from Mr. Jefferson aims 
a blow of ignominy against all parties; and, as neither its truth, nor 
philosophy can be controverted, it only remains, that to escape it 
men must not lose the fiiculty of free and moral ag^ents, when they 
attach themselves to a party. • 
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tive as well as executive iNcanches of the gaveriiment$ that 
IS to say, to secure freedom in religion, freedom of the 
wess, FAEj&noM FROM MONOPOLIES, freedom from unlawful 
imprisonment, freedom from a permanent military, and a 
trial by jury, in all cases deter/j^inable by the laws of the 
land. I disapproved also, the perpetual re-eligibiKty of 
the Prendmt. To these points of disapprobation I adhere. 
My first wish was, that the nine first conventions nught 
accept the constitution^ as the means of securing to us the 
great mass of good it contained, and that the four last 
might reject it, as ^e means of obtaining amendments. 
Out I was corrected in this wish, the moment I saw the 
much better plan of Massachusetts, and which had never 
occurred to me. With respect to the declaration of rights, 
I. suppose the majoritv of the United States are of my opi- 
|Uon: for I apprehend, all the anti -federalists, and a very 
respectable portion of the federalists, think that such a de- 
claration should now be annexed. The enlightened part of 
iUirope have siven us the greatest credit for inventing this 
inHrument of security for the Rights of the People, and 
have be^ not a little surprised, to see us so soon give it up. 
With respect to the re-eligibility of the President, I find 
myself differing from the majority of my countrymen^ for I 
think there are but three States of the eleven, which have 
desired an .alteration of this. And, indeed, since the thing 
is established, / would wish it not to be altered during the 
life qf our gr^at leader,* whose executive talents are ^t<* 
pBrior to those, I believe^ of any man in the worlds and who 
dione, by the authority of his name and the confidence re- 
posed in his perfect integrity^ is fully quaJified to put the 
f^ew .Government so under way, as to secure it against the 
EFFORTS OF OPPOSITION. But haviug derived from our 
error all the good there was in it, I hope we shall correct 
it the moment we can no logger have the same nqme at 
^e helm. 

" These, my de^r friend, are my sentiments, by which 
you will see I was richt in saying, I am neither federalist, 
nor anti -federalist! that I am of neither party, nor yet a 
trimmer between parties. These, my opinions, I wrote 
within a few hours j^ftcr I had read the constitution, to one 
or two friends in America. I had not then read one single 
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word printed on the subject I never had an opinion in 
politics or religion, which I was afraid to own. A costive 
reserve on these subjects, mi^ht have procured me more 
esteem from some people^ but less from myself." 

Thus he wrote to Mr. Hopkinson in March, 1789,* but, 
in another to Mr. Madison, in 1787, he expressed an opi- 
nion essentially varied as to the consoliaated power of 
government. 

*' Ipwn I am not afrimdto a very energetic ^vemment; 
it is always oppressive I'it places the governors indeed more 
at their ease, but at the expense of the people. The late re- 
bellion in Massachusetts, has given more alarm than I think 
it should have done. Calculate that one rebellion in thirteen 
States, in the course of eleven years, is but one for each State 
in a Century and a half. No Country shoulp be so lono 
WITHOUT ONE, nor will any d^ee of power in the hands 
of government prevent inisurrections. In England, where 
the hand of power is heavier than with us, there are seldom 
half a dozen years without an insurrection. In France, 
where it is still heavier, but less despotic, as Montesquieu 
jNipposes, than in some other countries, and where there are 
always two or three hundred thousand men ready to crush 
insurrections, there have been three in the course of the 
three years I have been here, in every one of which, greater 
numbers were engaged than in Massachusetts, and a great 
deal more blood was spilt. In Turkey, where the sole nod 
of the despot is death, insurrections are the events of every- 
day. Compare again the ferocious depredations of their 
insni^nts Svith the order, the moderation, and the almost 
self-extinguishment of ours, and <8ay, finally, whether peac^ 
is best preserved by giving energy to the government, or 
information to the people. This last is the moat certain 
and the most legittmate en^ne of government. Educate 
and inform the whole mass of the people, enable them to see 
that it is their interest to preserve peace and order, and 
they wiU preserve it; and it requires no very high degree 
of education to convince them of this; they are the onlv sure 
reliance for the preservation of our liberty. After all, it U 
my principle, that the toill of the majority should prevail. 
If they approve the proposed constitution in all its parts, I 
shall concur in it cheertuUy, in hopes they will mend it, 
whenever they shall find it works wrong. This reliance 
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Mimot deceiye us as long as we remain yirtuouai aad I 
ttiiiik we shall be so, as long as agrieuUure is our pirincipal 
object, which will be the case While there remain vacftnt 
lands in any part of America." 

Mr. Jefferson's sentiments on ^^ French SevohUianf are 
ffiyen with a fulness and frankness in his Memoirs^ which 
riders them not less important than interestina;; and a just 
appreciation of his character and conduct in relation to that 
splendid, jet melancholy ^ra, demands that I should here 
transcribe those omnions which he deliberately recorded 
with his own han<L^ * After speaking of the escort of the 
King, by a garde JBourgeaise to his palace at Versailles, 
amiast the cry of ^' Vivele Ray et la Nation^^^ he tlius 
remarks: ^^ And here, again, was lost another precious occa* 
sion of sparing to France the crimes and cruelties through 
which she has since passed, and to Europe* *and finally 
America, the evils which flowed on them also from this mor- 
tad source. The King was now become a passive machine 
i|i the hands of the National Assembly, and had he been left 
to himself, he would have willingly acquiesced in whatever 
they should devise as best for the nation. A wise consti- 
tution would have been formed, hereditary in his line, him*» 
self placed at its head, with powers so large, as to enable 
him to do all the good of his station, and so limited, as to 
restrain him from its abuse. This he would have faithMly 
administered, and more than this I do not believe he ew 
wished. But he had a Queen of absolute sway over his weak 
mind and timid virtue, and of a character the reverse of his 
in all paints. This angel, as gaudily painted in the rhap- 
sodies of Burke, with some smartness of fancy, but no sound 
sense, was proud, disdainful of restraint, indignant at all 
obstacles tb her will, eager in the pursuit of pleasure, and 
firm enough to hold to her desires, or perish in their wreck. 
Her inordmate gamblii\^ and dissipations, with those of ^e 
Count D' Artois, and others of her cji^e, had been a sen- 
»ble item in the exhaustion of the treasury, which called 
into action the reforming hand of the nation $ and her oppo* 
sition to it, her inflexible perverseness, and dauntless spirit 
led herself to the Guillotine, drew the King on wi^ heiv and 
plunged the world into crimes and calamities, which will for- 
ever stain the pages of modern history. I ever have believed, 
that had there been no queen^ there would have l^eeii no 
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rerolution.* No force would hare been proYoked nor 
exercb^. The king woulH have gone hand in hand wi^ 
the wisdom of his sounder ccmnsellors^ who, guided bj the 
increased lights of the a^, wished only, with the same 
pace, to advance the prineiples of their social constitution. 
The deed, which closed the mortal course of these sove- 
r^ns, I shall neither approve nor condem. I am not pre- 
pared to say that the first magisfrate of a nation cannot 
commit treason against his country, or is unamenable to its 
punishment^ nor yet, that wher^ there is no written law, 
no regulated tribunal, there is not a law in our hearts, and 
a power in our hands, given for righteous employment in 
maintaining right and redressing wrone. Of those, who 
judged the King, many thought him wilfully criminal | many, 
that his existence would keep the nation in perpetual con- 
flict with the horde of kings, who would war against a re* 
generation which might come home to themselves, and Hiat 
it were better that pne should die them all. I should not 
have voted with this portion of the' Legislature. I should 
have shut up the ijueen in a convent, putting harm out of 
her power, and placed the king in his station, investing him 
witii limited powers, which, I verily believe, he would 
have honestly exercised, according to the measure of hisun- 
derstanding. In this way, no void would have been created, 
courting the usurpation of a military adventurer,t nor oc- 
casion given for those enormities which demoralized the 
nations of the world, and destroyed, and is yet to destoy, 
millions and millions of its inhabitants. There are three 
epochs in history, signalised by the total extinction of na- 
^onal morality. The first was of /the successors of Alex- 
ander, not omittins himself; the next, the successors of the 
first Caesar I the Ihird, our own age. This was b^nn by 
the partition of Poland, followed by that of the treaty o^ 
PilnitEi next the conflagration of Copenhagen $ then the 
enormities of Bonaparte, partitioning the earth at his 
will, and devastating it with fire and awordi now the con- 
apiracy of Kings, tne successors 6f Bonaparte, blasphe- 
mously calling themselves the Holy Alliance, and treading 



* This ia but a poor eomptiment to ihp French people, even under 
the theoty expounded by Mr. Jefierson. 

f A coarse title for the nasT X4x of his Sige — the wonder of the 
whole world!!! 
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in the footsteps of their incarcerated leader; not yet, indeed 
usurping the government of other nations, avowedly and, 
in detail, but controlling, by their armies, the forms in which 
they will permit them to be governed; and reserving, in 
petto, the order and extent of the usurpations further medi- 
tated. But I will return from a digression, anticipated too, 
in time, into which I have been led by reflection on the 
criminal passions whicli refused to the world a favourable 
occasion ol saving it from the afflictions it has since sttf« 
fered." -^ 

Having obtained leave of absence to return to Yirginia, 
upon some domestic engagements, Mr. Jefferson landed at 
JSorfolkj on the 23d of November, and proceeded on to 
Eppineton, the residence of his connection, Mr. ESppes, 
wherehe was greeted by an express from President Wash- 
ington, covering his appointm^it as Secretary of State. 
Upon this subject Mr. Jefferson thus expresses his feelines, 
wnich it is due to truth to say, do not correspond with his 
usual warmth of heart, or his well known aspiration after 
political celebrity: '*I received it with real regret. My 
wish had been to return to Paris, where I had left my 
household establishment, as if there myself, and to see the 
end of the revolution; which, I then thought, would be 
certainly and happily closed in less than a year. I then 
meant to return home, to withdraw from political life, into 
which I had been impressed by the circumstances of the 
times, to sink into the bosom oi my family and friends, and 
devote myself to studies more' congenial ijo my mind.^ In 
my answer of December 15, I expressed these dispositions 
candidly to the President, and my preference of a return to 
Paris; Init assured him, that if it was believed I could be 
more useful in the administration of the government, I 
would sacrifice my own inclinations without hesitation, and 
repair to that destination; this I left to his decision. I 
arrived at Mpnticello on the 23d of December, where I 
received a second letter from the President, expressing his 
continued wish that I should take my station there, 6ul 
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* Here we behold one of those traits of intellectual disfflmulation, 
peculiar to men, who, combining literioy talents with political 
address, so often leads those possessed of them to deceive the w<n'ld9 
when they cannot even succeed in de^^vinig^ themselves into the 
belief of tiieir own sincerity. 
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leaving me still at liberty to conti$uue in my former q/Jke, 
if / could not reconcile myself to that now proposed* This 
silenced my reluctance, and I accepted tlie new appoint- 
ment," 

I must here pause for a moment, to indulge in those 
reflections which naturally arise from this elevation of the 
statesman of Monticello, to the most lofty station in the 
cabinet of our greatest and best President^ and which con- 
stitutes one of those emphatic eras in the life of a politiciim, 
which decide and involve his future destiny. This may be 
considered the first period of the life of this singular and 
extraordinary man^ singular for his genius, and extraordi- 
nary for his profound and diversified acquireiiients. Few 
men had made such rapid progress from the obscure condi- 
tion of a county court lawyer, to the brilliant eminence of 
Secretary of State under George Washington; from being 
a member of the General Aissembly of Virginia, to become 
the first statesman of the United States; and to maintain a 
rank in philosophy and learning, second only to the most 
distinguished literati of Europe. Genius and volition of 
the highest order could alone have subju^ed that immense 
space to the empire of greatness, whicn had divided the 
youthful attorney from the .post he was now called upon to 
fill; and from which, as on an eminence, he could look dewn 
upon the past covered with its shadows; and up to the 
future, glittering with the most resplendent prospect of 
honour and renown. He was now called to a sta^n, 
which genius, fired with ambition, occupies as a starting 
point for higher exaltation; and which unleavened medi- 
ocritr only, takes possession of as the final seat of its dis- 
tinction, and the satisfying object of its ambition. Mr. 
Jefferson belonged to the first clasps of soaring and kindling 
minds, that never enjoy rest until they have attained glory, 
and which never pauses at a point of advancement short of 
the apex of worldly honour or political power. The mo- 
tives, therefore, which induced his acceptance of this ap- 
pointment, were derived from thoughts and feelings of a 
oilier reach, and loftier tone, than any of those common- 
place considerations which 1o(4l to the emolument of the 
office before him, or to the accommodation of the personage 
who tenders it. 

During his stay at home, his eldest daughter was now 
msuried to Mr. Haudolph, * a young gentleman of genius* 
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science and honourable mind|' who afterwards became 
Governor of Virginia. 

Mr. Jefferson left Monticello, for New York, on the 1st 
of March, 1790, to enter on the duties of his new oflBce. 
At Philadelphia, he called on Dr. Franklin, who was then 
on his death-bed, and who conversed with him with the 
resignation of a philosopher, and the animation of an en- 
thusiast for liberty. The doctor confided to him a MS. 
memoir of his life, which Mr. Jefferson, under a mistaken 
idea of the trust reposed in him, afterwards delivered into 
the hands of his grandson, William Temple Franklin. 
This memoir Mr. Jefferson represents as containing impor- 
tant details: among others he thus relates a very imjjortant 
one, *• I remember, he sajs, speaking of secret negociations 
of Franklin, to accommodate matters between the Colonies 
and Great Britain, that Lord North's answers were drj, 
unyielding, in the spirit of unconditional submission, and 
betrayed an absolute indifference to the occurrence of a 
rupture^ and he said to the mediators distinctly, at last, 
that * a rebellion was not to be deprecated on the part of 
Great Britain; that the confiscations it would produce would 
provide for many of their friends. ' This expression was 
reported by the mediators to -Dr. Franklin. *' Here the 
negociation stopped. 

Mr. Jefferson reached New York on the 21st March, 
while Congress was in session; and commenced his duties 
as Secretary of /S'/a/e, under George Washington! 

In a letter to General Washington, dated April 16, 1784, 
Mr. Jefferson gives, at full length, his objections to the 
institution of the Cincinattij from which I must take an 
extract of a brief passage: "The objections of those who 
are opposed to the institution shall be briefly sketched. 
You tvill readily fill them up. They urge that it is against 
the confederation, against the letter of some of our consti- 
tutions, a^nst the s]pirit of all of them; that the founda- 
tion, on which all these are built, is the natural equality* of 

* Mr. Jefferson here reasons with less closeness than is common 
to hini( there is no natural equality in man, but that all possess, in an 
equal degree, a natural right to happiness is another, and a more ra- 
tional propontion. Metaphysical equality of right is a much sounder 
doctrine than the physical, or metaphysical equality of mankind; 
for no two men are equal in body, or mind. The pernicious doctrines 
fiahionable in the era of the French revolution, are now exploded 
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man, the denial of every pre-eminence but that annexed to 
legal office,t and particularly the denial of a pre-eminence 
by birth; that, however, in their present dispositions, citi- 
zens might decline accepting honorary instalments into 
the order, but a time mav come when a well ►directed dis- 
tribution of them might draw into the order all the men of 
talents, of office and wealth; and, in this case, would pro- 
bably procure an engraftment into the government; that in 
this they will be supported by their foreign members, and 
the wishes and influence of foreign courts; that experience 
has shown that the hereditary branches of modern govern- 
ments are the patrons of privilege and prerogative, and not 
of the natural rights of the people, whose oppressors they 
generally are; that, beside these evils, which are remote, 
others may take place more immediately; that a distinction 
is kept up between the civil and military, which it is for 
the happiness of both to obliterate; that when the members 
assemble they will be proposing to do something, and what 
that something may be, will depend on actual circum- 
stances; that being an organized body, under habits of sub- 
ordination, the first obstruction to enterprize will be already 
surmounted; that the moderation and virtue of a single 
character have probably prevented this revolution from 
being closed^ as most others have been^ by a subversion of 
that liberty it was intended to establish; that he is not im» 
mortal^ and his successor^ or some of his successors, m^y 
be led by false calculations into a less certain road to glory y^ 
It has always been known that Mr. Jefferson was op- 
posed to the institution of the Cincinatti, as containing the 
term of an hereditary nobility; but to what precise extent 
e carried his objections, I was never ablato discover, until 
I met with the roregoing letter, published by his grandson^ 
in the volume that contains his memoir of his own life. It 
appears, from the foregoing extract, that he opposed it on 
the broadest grounds of democracy , equality^ and popular 
90vereignty and rule. 

His letters from Paris, in 1785 and '86, to Washington 



for others, of more enlarged benevolence, yet equally favourable to 
fiberty. 

f Mr. Jefferson could not mean to deny the natural pre-eminence 
of genius, and the acquired superiority of learning, skill and ex- 
perience ! 
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himself, as well as to others, breathe the purest attachment 
and the highest veneration for that great patriot; from whom 
he does not seem to have been alienated till subsequent 
events, and pregnant ambition, begot feelings of an oppo- 
site nature; all generated T>y the new situation which he 
was called on to occupy in the new government. It is re- 
markable, too, that at the dates here referred to, he took 
peculiar pleasure in discoursing of matters connected vnth 
pomp» splendour and ceremony; so that the Court of Fer- 
9mlle»9 instead of disgusting hia republican taste, seems, on 
the contrary, to have been nighly pleasing to him. Being 
intrusted, at this time, with a commission to procure an 
artist to execute an equestrian static of W(i9hington, he 
appears to have taken sreat pleasure, and spent much pains 
in that undertaking; which led him to a jMrotracted corres- 
pondence, in which his overflowing affection for Washing- 
ton was constantly manifested, and which. could not fail to 
awaken in the breast of the first President a corresponding 
sentiment of attachment, esteem and confidence. But this 
friendship was now to under^ the severest trials, by being 
Bubjecteci to the test of ambition, and exposed to the temp- 
tations of envy, and the jealous pangs of beholding the 
favour of the ctiief magistrate extended to others, who stood 
in his pathway to the highest point of honour. Let no man 
say; wnen he climbs ambition's ladder, that he will stop 
half way, and that he desires not to ascend to the top; let 
no man delude his judgment, by hoping to reconcile the 
bairns of friendship and gratitude with the lusts of ambi- 
tion; or think to remain free from the fever while he gives 
his heart up to the flush of power, and riots in visions of 
future greatness ! *" Fatal delusion I The moment he plants 
bis foot on the political ladder, the delirium of his head 
overbalances the pulsations of his heart, he swims on clouds, 
and he ceases to walk the earth until he can walk overmen! 
Mr. Jefferson now took his station as the second officer 
of the federal government; second only in political impor- 
tance, official (Bgnity, and arduous responsibility of duty, 
to that occupied by the illustrious Washington, who had 
called him to the discharge of its functions. At all times, 
demanding, in the incumbent, a happy combination of^pro-^- 
found learning, vigorous talents, and eict^isive, as well as 
varied acquirements, the office of Secretary of State, at the 
commencement of the new government, required those 
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qtialKles in an eminent degree to be united in the man who 
shouM be called to fulfil its duties, for tfie first time, tind^v 
an untried constitution; H/appily all these requisites were 
combined, in a most extraordmarj and singular manner^ in 
the i>erson and intellect Of Mr. Jeflferson, who, fortunately 
forms country, combined the most elevated ardour of pa* 
triotism with the sterling splendour of genius and learnings 

To attend Mr. Jefferson through all the detail of hitf 
official duties, as Secretary of State, would be to compile 
a history of that department, instead of sketching a bio- 
graphy of this eminent man. I shall, therefore, confine 
myself to the- delineation of those trait» of character which 
become displayed in strong contrast of opposition to the 
viewsand principles of those with whom he was associated | 
his mere ability, so far as it related to the performance of 
his official functions, being too universally applauded, and 
too justly appreciated, to be open tb higher encomium, or 
more rigid criticism, than that through which his merits 
have l^een established. 

The first question which elicited that contrariety of vieWS 
and principles, which existed between Jefferson and the 
President, was the incorporation of the Bank of the 
United States. That measure having produced a deep 
excitement in both Hoiises of Congress; as involving funda- 
mental principles of constitutional power, natursdly awa* 
kened the well -approved patriotism of Washington, which 
induced him to pause and deliberate with his usual c(folness 
and ability, before he decided upon its final adoption* For 
this purpose, he requested a written investigation of the 
meiitd of the question from Mr. Jefi*erson, in common with 
the other members of his cabinet^ in complying with which, 
this illustrious statesman exhibited a power of reasoning not 
inferior in brilliancy to that solidity of principle upon which 
he rested as the foundation of his arguments* Simple, broad, 
and comprehensive in his premises, he went upon the sfelf- 
evident axiom that a limited constitution, restricted by «pc- 
cial grants of power, could not authorise a sovereign exer- 
cise of authority, whidh no part of that instrument allowed, 
or granted in express ^crm«— that the power to create a na* 
tional bank was in its very nature too vast and influential 
over the whole rights and interests of the peonle, to be eitiier 
a necessary or an iscidental power, to otniers expressly 
granted-— and that it were better for the harmony and sue* 
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cess of the whole Umon, to for^o the exercise of a dmi>tftd 
power than to breed endless dissentions and heart-bumioes, 
DY assuming an authority which could not be sustained by 
the letter of the Constitution^ to observe which the govern- 
ment was iMund in the exercise of substantive powers. In 
this powerful and masterly elucidation of one of the most 
controverted features of the federal government, he was 
decidedly opposed, by the eloquent ana brilliant exposition 
of Alexander Hamilton, who, reasoning on opposite princi" 
pies, and leaning to a government of more energetic and 
comprehensive genius, naturally carried with him the al- 

,. ^ . i»xL_Ti .1 . ""' neither 

rment'- 
have 

been able to settle this perturbed question; while the mas- 
terly, but simple edifice of free principles, erected by the 
republican logic of Jefferson, will forever remain a monu- 
ment of that stern, inflexible and uncompromising democracy 
which made him so emphatically the man of the people^ and 
which have consecrated his labours upon this subject as a 
perpetual rallying point for the advocates of free principles. 
State rights, and equality of privileges. 

As some curiosity will naturally be excited to see this 
report of Mr. Jefferson upon the Bank of the United States, 
and as it is to be found in but few works, accessible to the 
general class of readers, I shall here extract it. 

« 

MR. Jefferson's official opinion on the power of con- 
gress TO ESTARLISH A NATIONAL BANE. 

The Bill for establishing a National Bank, undertakes, 
among other things, 

1st. To form the subscribers into a corporation. 

2d. To enable them, in their corporate capacities, to rc" 
ceive grants of land, and so far, is against the laws of mort^ 
main.* 

3d. To make alien subscribers capable of holding landsf 
and so far is against the laws of alienage. 

4th. To transmit these lands, on the death of a proprie- 



• Though the Constitation controls the laws of mortmain, so far 
«8 to pennit Congress itself to hold lands for certain purposes, yet 
not so far as to permit them to communicate a similar right to other 
corporate bodies. 
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tor, to a eert^n line of successors^ and so far, changes the 
course of descents. 

5th. l|o put the lands out of the reach of forfeiture or 
escheat; and so far, is against the laws of forfeiture and 
eschei^ 

_ • 

6th. To transmit personal chattels to fruccessors in a 
certain line;^and so far is against the laws of distribution. 

7th. To^ give them the sofe and exclusive right of banking 
under the national authority; and so far, is against the laws 
of monopoly. 

8. To communicate to them a power to make laws para- 
mount to the laws of the States; for so they must be con- 
strued to protect the institution from the control of the 
State Le^slatures; and so, probably, they will be construed. 

I consider the foundation of the Constitution as laid on 
the ground that < all powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it, to the States, 
are reserved to the States, or to the people.' (Twelth 
Amendm^it.) To take a single 9tep beyond the boundaries 
thus specially drawn around the powers of Confess, is to 
take possession of a boundless field of power, no longer sus- 
ceptible of any definition. ^ 

The incorporation of a bank, and -the powers assumed by 
this Bill, have not, in my opinion, been delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution. 

I. They are not among the powers specially enumerated. 
For these are, 

1 . A power to lay taxes for the pur])Ose of paying the 
debts ofthe United States; but no debt is paid by this bill, 
por any tax laid. Were it a bill to raise money, its origina- 
tion in the Senate would condemn it by the Constitution. 

^. To < borrow money.' But this bill neither borrows 
niAney, nor insures the borrowing of it. The proprietors 
of the Bank will be just as free as any other money nolders, 
to lend or not to lend their money to the public. The ope- 
ration proposed in the Bill, first to lend them two millions, 
and then borrow them back again, cannot change the nature 
of the latter act, which will still be a payment, and not a 
loan, call it by what name you please. 

3. ' To regulate commerce with foreign nations, and among 
the States, and with the Indian tribes.' To erect a bank, 
and to regulate commerce, are very different acts. He who 
erects a buik, creates a subject of commerce in its UUs: so 
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4oes lie who makes a bttsW of wheat, <or digB a dollar exit 
of the mines. Yet neither of these perscms regulate ooin* 
merce thereby* To make a thing which may be bought and 
flold, is not to prescribe regulations ibr buying sokd selliskg. 
Besides, if this were an exercise of the power of regulating 
commerce, ^t would be void, as extending as much to the 
internal ccHnmerce of every State, as to m extemal. For 
the power eiven to Congr^s by the Constitution, does not 
extend to the internal regulation 4>f the comiuerce of a Blate, 
(that is to say, of the commerce between citizen and dtifi&en,) 
which remauis exclusively with ks own Legislature^ but to 
its external commerce only; that is to say, its commerce with 
another State, or with foreien nations, is with the Indian 
tribes. Accordingly, the IlSl does not propose the naea* 
sure as a ^ regulation of trade,' but as ■' productive of con- 
siderable advantage to trade.'. 

Still less are these powers covered by any otiier of the 
special enumerationa. 

11. Nor are th^ within either of the general phraaefi, 
which are the two following: 

1. To lay taxes, to provide for the general welfare <^the 
United States; that is to say, < to lay taxes /or the purpose 
of providing for the general wel&re.' For the layiiig -of 
taxes is the power^ and tius general welfare the putpose^ for 
which the power is to be exercised. Congress are not to 
lay taxes id libiium, for any purpose they please^ but only 
to pay the debts^ or provide for the welfare of the Union, In 
like manner^ they are not to do any thing they please^ to 
provide for the g^eral welfare, but only to lay taxes for 
that purpose. To consider the latter phrase, net as de- 
^cribin^ the purpose of the firs^ but as giving a distinct 
and independent power to do any act they please, which 
might be for the good of the Union, would render all the 
preceding and subsequent enumerations of power complete- 
iy useless. It would reduce the whole instrument to a 
SiAgle phrase, that of instituting a Congress with power to 
-do whatever would be for tiie ^od of the United Sta^tes; 
and as they would be the sole judges of the seed or evil, it 
wpuld be also a power to do whaidever evil they pleased* 
It is an estaMished rule of construction, where a phrase 
will bear either of two meanings, to give it that which vnii 
idlow some miBaiiing to the>ot£er parts of the inatnunent^ 
and not that which will oender aU the oA^rs useless. Cer- 
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tai&ly, no such universai power was meant to be given them 
It was intended to lace them up straightly within the enu- 
merated powers, and those without which, as means, these 
powers could not be carried into effect It is known that 
the very power now proposed o« a means was rejected as 
an end hj the Convention which formed the Constitution. 
A proposition was made to them to authorise Congress to 
open canals, and an amendatory one to empower them to 
incorporate; but the whole was rejected; and one of the 
reasons of rejection urged in debate was, that they then 
would have a power to erect a bank, which would render 
the great cities, where there were prejudices and jealousies 
on that subject, adverse to the reception of the Constitution. 
2. The second general phrase is, *to make all laws 
necessary and proper for carrying into execution the enu- 
merated powers. ' But they can all be carried into execution 
without a bank. A bank^ therefore, is not necessary, and 
consequently, not authorised by this phrase. 

It has been much urged, that a bank will give great fg.ci- 
lity or convenience in Sie collection of taxes. Suppose this 
were true; yet the constitution allows only the means which 
are * necessary,' not those which are merely convenient, 
for effecting the enumerated powers- If such a latitude of 
eonstruction be allowed to this phrase, as to give any non- 
enumerated power, it will go to every one; for there is no 
one which ingenuity may not torture into a convenience in 
some way or other to some one of so long a list of enume- 
rated powers. It would swallow up all the delegated pow- 
ers, and reduce the whole to one phrase, as before observed. 
Therefore it was, that the constitution restrained them to 
^^ necessary means, that is to say, to those means without 
which the grant of the power would be nugatory. 

• *< But let us examine this < convenience,' and see what it 
i«. The report on this subject, (page 2,) states the only ge- 
neral convenience to be, the preventing the transportation 
and retransportation of money between the States^ and the- 
treasury. (Fori pass ov^r the increase of the circulating^ 
ifkediiim ascribed to it as. a merit, and which, according to 
my ideas of paper money, is clearly a demerit.) Every 
State will have to pay a sum of tax money into the treasury; 
and the treasury will have-to pay,, in every State, a partctf- 
the interest on the public debt, and salaries to the officers^ 
ci government resident in. that State. In most of the^ 

U-2 
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States tiiere will etill be % tiii{du« of^ tax.monejr to eowe ii|i 
to the seat of goTenuneat for the officers re»diiig €b%rt^ 
The pnymoits of interest und salary in each State, maj to 
made bj treasiuy orders on the State collector. This will 
take up the greater part c^ the moi^y he has collected in 
his State, and oonsequentlj prevent the great mass of it 
firom being drawn out <tf the State* If there be a balanoe 
of commerce in farour of that State, against the one in 
which the government resides, the surplus of taxes will lie 
remitted by the bills of exdianee drawn fn* that commercial 
balance. And so it must be if there were a bank. But if 
th«^ be no balance of commerce, either direct or circuitoun* 
all tiie banks in the world could not bring the surplus of 
taxes but in the form of money. Treasury orders, then, 
and bills of exchange, may prevent the displacem^it of the 
main mass of the money collected, jvithout the aid of any 
bank; and where these fail, it cannot be prevented, even 
with that aid. 

Perhaps, indeed, bank bills maybe a more convenient 
vehicle than treasury orders. But a little difference in the 
de^ee of convenience, cannot constitute the necessity 
whichlhe constitntion makes the ground for assuming any 
noui'enumerated power. 

Besides, the existing banks will, without doubt, ^nter 
into arrangements for lending their a^ncy, and the more 
favourable, as there will be a competition among them for 
it. Whereas, this bill delivers us up bound to the na« 
tional bank, who are free to refuse all arrangements but on 
their own terms, and the public not free, on such refusal, 
to employ any other bank. Thjit of Philadelphia, I believe, 
now does this bti»ness by their post. notes, which, by an 
arrangement with the treasury, are paid by any State col- 
lector, to whom thev are presented. This expedient, alone, 
suffices to prevent the existence of that necessity which may 
justify the assumption of a non-'Cnumerated power as a 
means for carrying into effect an enumerated one. The. 
thing may be done, and has been done, and well done, 
without this assumption; tlierefore, it does not stand on that 
decree of necessity whidi can honestly justify it. 

It maj be said, that a bank whose bills would have a cur- 
rency all over the States, would be more convenient than 
one whose currency is limited to a single State. So it would 
be still more convenient, that there should be a bwak whose 
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IttUa should have a currencj all over the world. Jitot U 
does sot follow from this superior conv^encj, that tiiere 
eaists any where a power to establi^ such a bank, or that 
llie world may not go on very well without it 

€an it be thou^t, that the Constitution intended, that for 
aafaade.or two of eonvemmce, more or less. Congress should 
be authorised to break down the most ancient and funda* 
mental laws of the se¥eral States^ such as those against 
mortmain^ the laws of alienage, the rules of descent, the 
acts of distribution, the laws of escl^eat and forfeiture, and 
the laws of monopoly. Nothing but a necessity invincible 
h^ any other means, can justify such a prostration of laws 
which constitute the pillars of our whole system of juris* 
prudence* Will Congress be too straight-laced to carry the 
Cimsti^iion into honest effect, unless they may pass over 
the foundation laws of the State governments, for the 
slii^test eonyenience to thdrsP 

The native of the President is the shield provided by 
the Constitution, to protest against the invasions of the Le- 
jgislature^yir^^, the nghts of the Executive; ^ecandj hi the 
Judiciary; tMrd, of the States and State Legislatures. The 
present is the case of a right remaininff exclusively with the 
otates, and is, consequently, one of those intended by the 
C<»istitution to be placed under his protection. 

It must be added, however, that unless the President's 
mind, on a view of every thing which is urged for and 
against this bill, is tolerably clear that it is unauthorised by 
the constitution, if the pra and the con hang so even as to 
balance his Judgment, a just respect for the wisdom of the 
Leaslature, would naturally decide the balance in favour 
oi meir opinion. It is chiefly for cases where thev are clearly 
misled by error, ambition or interest, that the Constitution 
has placed a check in the negative of ^e President. 

February 15, 1791. TH. JEFFERSON. 

Con&ress, aware of .the great importance of the cod and 
whale naheries, had direct^ the attention of the Secretary 
of State to those subjects; and Mr. Jefferson, in compliance 
with a resolution of that body, made a report to Congress 
on the ist of February, 1791, embracing: a comprehensive 
enflttiry into the nature and t^idency of that trade, and 
taking a wide survey of its benefits, advanta^s, and bear- 
ings, as well m a national point of view, as m its effect^and 



*> 



336 THE LIVE OV 

operationa upon the prosperitjr and happiness of the people 
in general. Among other points that he elucidated with 
the hand of a master in this report, was the influence of th^ 
trade in bettering the condition of the labouring classes, by 
reducing the cost of the first necessary of life*— food; and 
the means it provided for rearing a haray and skilful race 
of brave seamen $ its extension of the commerce of the 
country I its efficacy as the means of defence in war; and its 
inestimable value as a nuraery for seamen, out of which to 
fill: up the complement.of our public ships of war. In fine^ 
this able and profound report displayed all that variety of 
information and fullness of talent, for which its author waa 
so celebrated, and which so happily qualified him to digest 
plans of national improvements; explore new sources of 
public wealth, and analyse the complicated relations of the 
most intricate and unknown branch of trade or enterprise. 
From this report, Mr. Jefferson' has justly been considered 
as having a fair claim to the character of Father of the 
American FUheries. 

In his various negociations with England and Spain, at 
this eventful period of the commencement of the new fede- 
ral government, Mr. Jefferson manifested that patriotism 
and benevolence for which he was always distinguished^ 
and displayed that skill, learning, eloquence, and address, 
which always characterised his elegant pen. In the discus- 
sion of the violated treaties with the British minister,, and* 
the free navigation of the Mississippi, he ilkistrated ^ese- 
pre-eminentqualitiesof his accomplished mind in a striking 
and peculiar manner. 

I have already, in the Life of Washington, alluded to- 
that trait of our national policy established by the father of 
his country, which preserved us from being entangled m 
the wars and alliances of Europe, by settling the principle 
of neutrality as. the wisest policy of the republic. On this 
occasion, Mr. Jefferson, as Secretary of State, became sig- 
nally distinguished, by his correspondence with the insolent 
Genet y who, uniting impudence to vulgarity, unwisely sup- 
posed that qualities so offensive, must necessarily consti- 
tute the essence of republican liberty. Mr. Jeff^son had 
advised and fully concurred in the proclamation of neutra- 
lity hei^^eti England, Holland and France; but he dis- 
sented from that position of the cabinet, which urged the 
suspension of oiu* treaties with thie latter country, during 
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i^ anarchy of her wild nevolntion^ when aU goTemmfiB^ 
^emed to be dissolved in oceans of blood, but which Wash- 
in^t<m himself did not Approve; so that Genet was received 
without any sti|mkition of suspended treaties^ as the minis- 
ter of the French people. Whatever may have beai Mr. 
JefferswQi's partiality fM* the French people, and his sympathy 
fiir tiiie cause of liberty, in which they were so furiously 
•ratgaged, (and that he Mt on these subjects with extraAe 
warmth, we have his own testimony to prove,) still he was 
too well instructed in his duty as a member of the govern- 
menty to permit the influence of his fe^ings to oias, or 
change the current of his official duties. It is, therefore, 
mere to his honour, than if he had not cherished this par- 
tiality, that he vindicated the dignity of the President, and 
defended the rights and policy of his country, in^ a tone of 
pure and lofty patriotism which reflected the hi^iest credit 
on his integrity; and with a force of argument and power 
of illustration, which attested to the singular felicky of his 
genius, and the enviable stores of his knowledge. /f 

On the 16th of Dec^siber, 1793, Mr. Jefferson presented 
to Congress the last offidial paper, of which he was the 
auihm*, under the administration of George Washineton: 
this was a report on the commerce and navigation of the 
United States, in its relation to foreign governments, with 
suggestions as to what measures it may be expeditmt to 
adopt, to improve and ext^id the same: 

This report has derived additional im^rtance froia ita 
recogniti(Hi of fffindples which assimilate closely witii the 
docmnesof Free Trads, and yet embrace the contingency, 
of a PnoTEOTrvE Tariff^ He bepns by considering ^e 
value of the articles of our export to the different countries 
with whom we exchange commodities; and then proceeds 
to investigate the restncHons which other nations have im^ 
posed upon our trade; whence he brandies out into an 
Bppesl to Congress, to devise and adopt the most eligible 
iBodes for their modification, counteraction, or removals, 
He then su^ests as two of the most eligible metiM>ds: 
first, Negociations for commercial treaties on the basis of 
reeiprocity; and second. Legislative enactments imposing 
counteracting restrictioDS upon the trade of tliose nationa 
that will not treat on the first named conditi<m. Commer- 
d^ regulatiMms he deemed preferable, because he con- 
traded iW 9Xk umiuicUed and free trade was the most pro* 
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»fitable» reasonable and just^ and that the United States 
ought to hold in special favour any nation who wonld, bj 
commencing the system, set a good example for others to 
follow^ ana in the same spirit, to resist witti rigorous coun- 
teracting duties, the commerce and navigation of those 
countries that pertinaciously adhered to the system of pro- 
hibitions, high duties, or vexatious exactions. An obvious 
train of powerful argument is adduced to sustain this just 
position, and recommend to national patronage the numga- 
Hon interest of the country ; urgine with a fervour commen- 
surate to the great importance of me question, the adoption 
of the system of national rboiprooity— H>ppoBing tariff 
to tariff-^^vity against duty $ but at all times giving a de- 
cided preference to free and unrestrained trade, universally 
guaranteed from all shackles by commercial treaties and 
arrangements. 

In accordance with this enlightened and masterly expo- 
sition of sound national policy, Mr. Madison introduced a 
series or resolutions, which were designed to give the rqxnrt 
of Mr. Jefferson the sanction of le^slative authority. An 
animated and prolonged debate ensued; in the course of 
which every collateral topic of a political character was 
freely and vividlv discussed; the policy of the nation in 
times of war, and of peacei the' hostilities of Europe; the 

Erogress of commerce, and the necessity- of retaliation; in 
ne, every question having a main bearing on the point was 
fully analysed and expounded. It was supposed that a 
majority could have been rallied upon the passage of the 
. resolutions; but they were not put to the vote, and now only 
remain a monument of that -political foresight in Mr. Jeffer- 
son, and that legislative wisdom on the part of Mr. Madi- 
son, which formed such prominent characteristics of these 
eminent individuals. Yet it must ever be considered as 
singular, that through alj the revolutions of public opinion, 
the opposite policy of Hamilton has prevailed, under every 
administration. According to an intention long before 
expressed, Mr. Jefferson resigned his office, as Secretary of 
State, on the 31st of December, 1793. 

I have now arrived at a new era in the life of Mr. Jeflfer- 
son; when he shed the peaceful robes of the statestnan, to 
assume the sword, shield and armour ^of the politieian-~an 
era, at which admiration for his genius is overclouded by 
mortification for his loss of dignity, his sacrifice of opinion 
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to eocpediencyi and his occasional dereliction from principle 
in compliance with the fallacious suggestions of interest. 
We must n6w cease for a time to contemplate him as the 
philanthropist, whose eye is fixed on the public good, or as 
the patriot, whose heart is engrossed by schemes that will 
benefit his country; and be content to observe him as onk 
who is to build up his fortune with all * sorts of people,' 
and manage politics as an art of individual greatness^ not 
of ntdionm good. It is, perhaps, to be lamented that men 
of great minds should ever be condemned to compromise 
their honest candour in order to conciliate popular favour^ 
for great stations ; but still it is so ordained in the scale of 
human frailty, that vast powers of intellect shall be che- 
quered by some obliquities of character, that detract from 
that unmixed veneration which they would otherwise inspire. 
If, however, as a politician^ Mr. Jefferson was not so lofty 
and unblemished as he was considered, as a statesman we 
must refer much of the discrepancy to those inevitable and 
adventitious circumstances, which, while they placed him in 
open contrast with the greatest man of his age^ surrounded 
him with powerful rivals of equal talents, superior energy, 
more moral courage, and greater intellectual prowess. With 
Washington to overshadow him-— with Hamilton to rival 
him — with Ai>ams to carry off the palm of political triumph, 
and Jay to excel him in diplomacy, it required no little 
management, skill, and address, to preserve himself floating 
on the waters, and to reach that final harbour of glory to 
which he at last safely navigated his barque, through K)gs, 
and shoals, and tempests that environed him at every turn, 
and menaced him so often with annihilation. But the 
clouds of the politician once passed, we shall again behold 
his glory shine out undimmeo, as brilliant and resplendent ; 
a& ever, leaving us nothing to regret, but that equivocation, 
duplicity, and inconsistency, which must always, more or 
less, at^ch to every man who ventures from the virtue and 
independence of private life, or dignified station, to can* 
Tass for the popular favour, and, like St. Paul, attempt to 
be '-'all things to all m^n,^ But, in the case of Mr. Jeffer- 
son, we have in his character a feature of consistency that 
is not always found in minor politicians — a strict adherence 
to his oum party fanaticism up to the day of hi» death, va- 
rying only in the objects of his crimination, and changing 
from John Adams to Timothy Pickering, from Alexander 
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Bbuniltoii to OliTer Wolcott« In this delirium of aisottier 
< PoUsh plot,' hj which we were s^in to be brought under 
the dominion of a Kino, he always was .sure i^ repeat the 
cfreom, though he changed the characters and actors in the 
tragedy; and this, too, without seeming to be aware that 
the whole invention was the weak contrivance of emigrants^ 
from foreign countries, who possessed no other means of 
rising to importance, but on the waves of faction, and who 
kept themselves busy in fanning the embers of Auction, in 
the hope of sharing the < spoils^ which might attend any 
confusion in society, or revolution in the government ^ for 
that confusion and revolution were their objects, was de*^ 
monstraited by facts,* which it is wonderful should have* 
escaped the penetration of Mr. Jefferson. 

His motives for retirement were obviously to be disco* 
vered from the violence of party dissentions that now began 
to raj^, which had even penetrated the cabinet, to place 
him in opposition to Hamilton j and which naturally brought 
his official duties in opposition to his individual feelings, 
\«:ho not only had the ear, but the heart and the judgment 
of Washington. Devoted with enthusiasm to the cause of 
the French Revolution; in principle a democrat^, radicallj 
wedded to the very ultra doctrines of liberty; it was 
scarcely possible, that he should longer continue in a cabi- 
net, whose love of rational freedom was tempered by reve- 
rence for law and subordination, and restrained by consi-> 
derations of public virtue, human happiness, and national 
safety, under the auspices of Washington, entrenched be- 
hind the towering genius of Alexander Hamilton. The 
revolution in popular sentiment, which now daily threat* 
ened to leave Washington's administration in a minority, 
admonished Mr. Jefferson to make a timely escape from the 
cabinet, unless he desired to share the fate of its shipvinpeck; 
and as no congeniality of views bound him in fidelity to 
adhere to its ruined fortunes, policy, as well as feeling, 
suggested retirement as the only means of preserving his 
oyrn honour and avoiding the supposed impending downfall 
of the administration. These motives for his retirement 
were perfectly consistent, judicious, and justifiable; and 

• The insurrections that appeared in various sections of the Union, 
were instigated by foreigners, who appeared as their leaders and 
chief*. 
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if ihey failed, as it respected tke calcuktHon^ of the voice 
of popiilar opinion being in epposition to the illufttrious 
patriot at the head of the nation, the error of the theory was 
rather to be ascribed to the pre-eminent virtse of tiie Pren** 
dent, than to the nusconcef^tion of pabiic opinion in Mr. 
Jefferson; for it canmt adnit of a doubt that the countrj 
and the goyemment must have been shattered into a thou" 
sand fragments, bj the violent collisions of party, but for 
^e wisdom, the purity, the moderation, and the patriotism 
of George Washington; the excellence of whose character, 
while it arrested the current of democratic feeling for ^e 
time, and even caused it to ebb entirely, from its inflaence 
on the government, so as to admit his successor's election 
from the same school of modulated freedom; yet, when 
withdrawn, proved that the mritte of the man, rather than 
the force of public opinion, had been the means of averting 
that catastrophe, upon which Mr. Jefferson Imd grounded 
his resignation; ana that the political sagacity of the latter 
only failed in point of time, and evinced no deficiency either 
in relation to principles or facts. Results finally attested 
to the unerring political foresight of Mr. Jefferson, as to the 
tendency of popular sentiment to the single point of demo* 
cratic supremacy, by a tremendous and overwhelming ma- 
jority, how far Mr. Jefferson co-operated to produce that 
result, after his retirement from the Washington cabinet, 
does not so clearly appear; but that he was not altoeettier 
inactive, and that he still continued to cherish a dislike of 
Washington, a mortal hatred of Alexander Hamilton, and 
the federalists generally, with, perhaps, some exception as 
to Washington, whom no man could really hffte, will appear 
from the following letters, which can alone do justice to 
their great author, without abridgment or mutilation, 

^<TO JAMBS MADlSOIf. 

<* Monticdlo, April 3, 1794. 
w Dear Sir,— Our post having ceased to ride ever since 
the inoculation began in Richmond, till now, I received 
three days ago, and all together, your friendly favours of 
March 2, 9, 12, 14, andColoael Monroe's of March Sand 
16. I have been particularly gratified by the receipt of the 
papers containing yours, and Smith'd discussion of your 
regulating propositions. These debates had not been seen 
here but in a very short and mutilated form. I am at no 
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loss to ascribe Smith's speech to its true father. Ever^ 
tittle of it is Hamilton's except the introduction. There is 
scarcely any thing there which -I have not heard from him 
in our various private, though official discussions. The 
very turn of the arguments is the same, and others will see^ 
as well as myself^ mat the style is Hamilton's. Thesephistry 
is too finCf too ingenious^ even to have been comprehended 
by Smithy much less devised by him« His reply shows ttiat he 
did not understand his first speechias its general inferiority 
proves its legitimacy, as evidently as it does the bastardy of 
the original. You *know we had understood that Hamilton 
had prepared a counter report,* and that some of his humble 
servants in the Senate were to move a reference to him in 
order to produce it. But, I suppose they thought it would 
have a better effect if fired off in the House of Represen-- 
tatives. I find the report, however, so fully justified, -that 
the anxieties with which I left it are perfectly quieted. In 
this quarter, all espouse your propositions with ardour, and 
without a dissenting voice. 

*' The rumour oia declaration of war has given an oppor- 
tunity of seeing, that the people here, though attentive tm 
the loss of value of their produce in such an event, yet find 
in it a gratification of some other passions, and particularly 
of their aneientf hatred to Great Britain. Still, I hope ^ 
will not come to that^ but that the proposition will be car- 
ried, and justice be done ourselves m a peaceable way. As . 
to the guarantee of the French Islands, whatever doubts 
may be entertained of the moment at which we oueht to in- 
terpose, yet I have no doubt but that we ought to interpose 
at a proper time, and declare both to England and France 
that these islands are to rest with France, and that we will 
make a common cause with the latter for that obiect As 
to the naval armament, the land armament, and the marine 
fortification^, which are in question with you; I have no 
doubt they will all be carried. Not that the monocrats and 
papermen in Congress want warj but they want armies and 
debts; and though we may hope that the sound part of Con- 



• This letter alludcB to the debate on Madison'a resolutions of 
Free Trade, based on Jefferson's Report. 

^Vfe oug^ht to read, and perhaps Mr. Jefferson meant, Aircim 
lOTX and recent hatred. 



THOMAS JEFFERSON. 243 

m 

gress is now so augmented as to insure a majority in cases 
of general interest merely, yet I have always observed, that 
in questions of expense, where members may hope either for 
offices or joCsfor themselves or their friends^ some few will 
be debauched, and that is, sufficient to turn the decision 
where a majority is, at most, but small. I have never seen 
a I^hiladelphia paper since I left it, till those you enclosed 
me; and I feel myself so thoroughly weaned from the inter- '^ 

est I took in the proceedings there, while there, that I have 
never had a wish to see one, and believe that I never shall 
take another newspaper of any sort. I find my mind totally 
absorbed in my rural occupations. 

*' Accept sincere assurances of affection. 

TH. JEFFERSON. *' 

In a letter of May 1, 1794, to Tench Coxe, he thus vents \ ^^ 
his indignation and hatred against Kings and Priests. 
^* Your letters give a comfortable view of French affairs, 
and later events seem to confirm it. Over the foreign 

rwers, I am convinced, they will triumph completely; and 
cannot but hope, that that triumph, and the consequent 
disgrace of the invading tyrants, is destined, in the order of 
events, to kindle the wrath of the people of Europe against 
those who have dared to embroil them in such wickedness, 
and to bring at length, kings, nobles and priests to the scaf* 
folds which the^ have been so long deluging with human 
blood. I am still warm whenever I think oj these sooun^ 
DRELs, though I do it as seldom as I can, prefering infi" 
nitely to contemplate the tranquil growth of my lucerne 
and potcUoesJ^ 

Having 'contemplated the growth of his lucerne and 
potatoes^ wn^l he had gathered in his crop, Mr. Xefferson, 
in the December of the same year, again turned his atten- 
tion to politics, and addressed to Ifis friend, Mr. Madison, 
the following inflammatory and glowing epistle, causing 
him to forget the veneration due to the character of the 
great Washington, in the temporary heat kindled by the 
party passions of the day. 

TO JAMES MADISON. 

Monticello, Dec. 28, 1794. 
Dear Sir, I have kept Mr. Jay's letter a post or two, 
with an intention of considering attentively the observatipni 
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it contuBs; but I haire really sa little ttasftach for any taiBg 
o# that kiiul, that I have not reaolutiott enough even to endea- 
vour to undarstanii the obacaratioBS. I therefore return the 
letter, not to delay yo«r answer to it, and beg you, in an< 
swering for yourself, to aaaure him of my respects and 
tiiankful acceptance of Chalmers' Treatise, which I do not 
possess, and if you possess yourself of the scope of his 
reasoning, make any answer to it you please for me. If 
it had Wn on the rotation of my crc^,"^ I would have 
answered myself, lengthily perhaps, but certainly eon 
gusto, 

'' The denunciation of the democratic societies is one of 
the extraordinary acta of boldness of which we have seen 
so many from the faction of monocrats. It is wonderful, 
indeed, that the President^ should have permitted himself 
to be the organ of such an attack on the freedom of dis- 
cussion, the freedom of writing, printing and publishing. 
It must be a matter of rare curiosity to get at the modi- 
fications of these ri^ts proposed by them, and to see what 
line their ingenuity would draw between democratical 
societies, wlKlse avowed object is the nourishment of the 
republican {urinciples of our constitution, and the Society 
of the Cincinatti, a aeif-created one^ carving out for itself 
hereditary distinctions, lowering c^er our constitution eter* 
nally, meetine together in all parts of the Union periodic 
eally, with cfosed doors, accumulating a capital m their 
separate 'treasury, corresponding secretly nnd regularly, 
and of which society the very persons denouncing the 
democrats are themselves the fathers, founders, and htsh 
officers. Their sight must be perfectly dazzled by t£e 
glittering of crowns and coronets, not to see the extrava- 
ffance oi the proportion to suppress the friends of general 
freedom; while tnose who wish to confine that freedom to 
the few, are permitted to go on ia thdr principles and prac" 



• There seems to have been some Ktile affectation in this air of est- 
treme devptednesy to LucEsirx and potatoes, in the sage of Monti- 
cello! 

t It is a subject for lamentation, as wel| as surprise, that Jeffer- 
son should have pennitted th$ slanden against the illustrious Wash- 
ing^n to make any in^pression on lus mind. But overheated am- 
ambition, and some gungrene of pride, must have engendered thi^ 
letter; the Whole, of which is unwwthy of the head and derogatory 
to the heart of (be author <tf th^ P^^lam^ pf Indepei^e^^^e, 
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ticeB. I here put out of sight the persons whose misbe- 
haviour has been taken advantage of tp slander the friends 
of popular rights^ and I am happj- to observe, that as far as 
the circle of my observation ancl information extends, every 
body has lost sight of them, and views the abstract attempt 
on their natural and constitutional rights in all its na* 
kedness. I have never heard ' of a single expression or 
opinion which did not condemn it as an inexcusable aggres* 
sion. And with respect to the transactions* against the 
excise law, it appears to me that you are all swept away in 
the torrent of governmental opinions;) or that we do not 
know what these transactions have been. ' We know of 
none which, according to the definitions of the law, have 
been any thing more than riotous. There was, indeed, a 
meeting to consult about a separation. But tp consult on 
a question does not amount to a determination of that ques* 
tion.in the affirmative, still less to the acting on such a 
determination; but we shall see, I suppose, what the court 
lawyers, and courtly judges, and would-be ambassadors 
will make of it. The exdae law is an infernal one. The 
first error was to admit it by the Constitution; the second 
tp act on that admission; the third and last will be to make 
it the instrument of dismembering the Union, and setting 
us all afioat to choose what part of it we will adhere to. 
The information of our militia, returned from the westward, 
is uniform, that though the people there let them nass 
quietly, they were objects of their laughter, not of their ^ 
tear; that one thousanci men coujd have cut off their whole 
force in a thousand places of the Allegany; that their de- 
testation of the excise law is universal, and has now asso- 
ciated to it a detestation of the government; and that sepa* 
ration, which perhaps was a verjr distant and problematical 
event, is now hear^ and certain^ and determined in the 
mind of every man. I expected to have seen some justi- 
fication of arming one part of the societv against another; 
of declaring a civil war the moment before the meeting of 

• The tenn 'tbajtsactiohs,' her^ given by Mr, ito the ^cioua 
iir»t7»»»CTiojr8 that prevaUed in the western coxlm^s Qf Fennsyl, 
vania, is not calculated to add to the lustre of his reputation, or m. 
crease our esteem for his character; and we cannot but smcereljrwirfi 
that this letter had never seen the Ught, stUl it was due to truth to 
reptesent him as he truly was, • nothmg extenuate, nor $et down 
ftughtimnaUoe.' „. ^ 
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thai lMdj» whkh has the sole richt of declaring war; ef 
being so patient of the kieks and 0col& of our enemies, 
and rising at a feather against our friends; of adding a nuU 
lion to the public debt^ and deriding us with recommenda* 
tions to par it if we ean, &c« &c* But the part of the 
c^ech which was to be taken as a justification of the ar- 
mament, reminded me of Parson Saunder's demonstnrtimi 
why smnwa into mtma makes plus. After a parcel of shreds 
of stuff from i^sops' Fables and Tom Thumbs he jumps all 
at once into his ergo^ minus multiplied into minus makes 
pirns. Just so^ the fifteen thousand men enter after ih» 
fables in the speech." 

*^ However, the time is coming when we shall fetch up 
the leeway of our vessel.* The changes in your house, I 
see, are going on for the better, and even the A^ugean herd 
over your headst are slowly purging off their imj^urities. 
Hold on,^ tWn, my dear friend, that we may net shipwreck 
in the me»nwliile. I do not see, in the minds of those 
with whom I converse, a greater aJ9iction than the femr of 
your retirement; but this must not be, unless to a more 
splendid and more efficacious post. There I should rejoice 
to see you 5 I hope I may say, I shall rejoice to see you. 
I have long had much in my mind to say to you on that 
subject; but double delicacies have kept me silent. I ought 
perhaps, to say, while I would not give up my own retire- 
ment for the empire of the universe, how I can justify 
wishing one, whose happiness I have so much at heart as 
yours, to take the front of the battle which is fighting for 
MY SECURITY. This would bc easy enough to be done, but 
not at the heel of a lengthy epistle. " Adieu. 

TH: JEFFERSON. 

Tins is what Mr. Jefferson called a state of retirement 
from political affairs; and which his biographers have called 
a devotion to the tranquil pursuits of agriculture ! 

At Monticello, Mr. Jefferson, like all southern gentle- 
men, displayed a hospitality commensurate to his former 
public station^nd his elegant private fortune. Among 
others, whom Xuriosity attracted to his inansion, was the 



Ttus IS pathei* a cunous commentanr upon * the conit!i$hfyijkm 
oflucerne and potatoes!!!' '* -01$^^^- : 
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celebrated French traveller, the Duke de Liancourt, who 
thus describes the sage and politician of Monticello: *« His 
conversation is ot'the most aereeable kind, and he possesses 
a stock of information not inferior to that of an j other man* 
In Europe he would hold a distinguished rank among men 
of letters, and as such he has already appeared there. At 
present he is employed with activity and perseverance in 
the management of his farms and buildings, and he orders, 
directs and pursues, in the minutest detail, every branch 
•f business relating to them. The author^f this sketch found 
him in the midst of h*arvest, from which the scorching heat 
6f the sun does not prevent his attendance. His negroes 
are nourished, clothed, and treated as well as his white 
servants could* be. As he cannot expect any assistance 
from the two small neighbouring towns, every article is 
made on his farm^ his negroes are cabinet makers, carpen^ 
ters, masons, bricklayers, &c. The children he emjnoys 
in a nail manufactory, which yields already a considerable 
profit. The young and old negresses spin for the clothing 
of the rest. He animates them by rewards and distinctions; 
in fine, his superior mind directs the management of his 
domestic concerns with the same abilities, activity and re- 
gularity, which he evinced in the conduct of public affairs, 
and which he is calculated to display in eveiy situation in 
life." 

During the year 1795, Mr. Jefferson became more anxi- 
ous, and of course more active, on the political arena, by 
correspondence with the leading repubhcans, who had as- 
sumed the attitude of opposition to the Washington admi- 
nistration; from what motives, and for what objects, history 
has no Ipnger left open to doubt or conjecture. The father 
of his country had now progressed in his second term of 
office, accepted with painful reluctance, with an unalter- 
able determination never to permit his name again to be 
used for that high station. To secure the succession^ there- 
fore, became an object of the highest importance to the two 
conflicting parties; the one headed by John Adams, then 
Vice Presiaent, and sustained by Alexander Hamilton, 
who, wieldins the intellectual cluD of a dant, presented a. 
shield of patriotism invulnerable to the shafts of calumny, 
and opposed a breast-pldte of polished integrity, from which 
the weapons of malice, envy and opposition recoiled with a 
force jfatd t<9 hiB assailants. To this party stood opposed 
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a phalanx of republican patriots, equally devoted to their 
country, equally inflamed witji ambition, but more enthu- 
siastic and wild in their notions of liberty; and scarcely 
less distinguished by talents, genius and learning. At the 
head of this party stood, proudly pre-eminent, the subject 
of this biography, assisted by James Madison, Aaron Burr, 
James Monroe, William n, Giles, and others of inferior 
note, and less creditable reputation. The former party 
represented the monied influence, and comprehended th^ 
higher orders of society; law, divinity, medicine, commerce 
and agriculture, or the great landed interest; and from its 
inherent rigour, both physical and mental, assumed amoral 
force, whicn, in the usual course of human events, must 
have proved invincible to all extraneous assaults. On th« 
adverse side, stood the less intelligent and more penurious 
people; those whose passions were easily inflamed by the 
cry of liberty, and whose indignation was promptly jwo- 
voked by the suspicion of oppression, tyranny, or the Un- 
just exercise of power. To this party, the excise law!, and 
the French revolution^ were objects easily understood, as 
composing the essence of tyranny on the one hand, and 
liberty on the other; and their leaders did not fail to ap- 

gy the fire-brand, where they discovered the combustibles, 
ut the vast moral influence of the character of Washing- 
ton, arrested, for a time, the explosion of these inflamma* 
tory elements, and decided the victory in favour of that 
party which represented the wealth, intelligence, virtue 
and talent of the country, in a greater degree than did its 
clamourous and honest adversaries, who fancied they be« 
held equality of riches- and pleasures in the promised gifts 
of equal rights^ universal suffrage and democratical govern^ 
ment; not reflecting^ that, however ardently candidates for 
office may profess lenity, officers are compelled to observe 
justice; and that the professions of partisans to gain'^opi^t^ 
lar support,. are never intended as a rule of actim, for the 
incumbent, when invested with power. 

It was upon this subject, of a successor to Washington^ 
that Mr. Jefferson addressed the following letter to Mr. 
Madison; in which his aversion to public life is depicted 
in colours so strong and glowing, as to stagger belief how 
he could ever be persuaded to overcome so invincible a re- 
pugnance to its cares I This letter discloses more of the 
character of its grei^t author, th^ could be funibhed in a 
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volume of dissertation $ and I, therefore, make no apologjr 
for ita quotation, which, as it flows from his own lips, cim- 
not be open to dispute. 

TO JAMES MADISON. 

Monticello, April 27, 1795. 

<^Dear Sir, Your letter of Mlrch the 2Sd, came to hand 
the 7th of April, and notwithstanding the urgent reasons 
for answering a part of it immediately, yet, as it mentioned 
that you would leave Philadelphia within a few days, I 
feared that the answer might pass you on the road. A let- 
ter from Philadelphia, by the last post, having announced 
to me your leaving that place the day preceding its date, I 
am in hopes this will find you in Orange. In mine, to which 
yours of March tlie 23d was an answer, I expressed my 
hope of the only change of position I ever wished to see 
you make, and 1 expressed it with entire sincerity, because 
there is not another person in the United Statesf who, being 
placed at the helm of our affairs, my mind would be so 
completely at rest for the fortune of our political bark^ 
The wish, too' was pure and unmixed with any thing re« 
specting myself personally. 

*«For as to myself, tne subject had been thorouriily 
weighed 4nd decided on, and my retirement from office nad 
been meant from all office, high or low, without exception. 
I can say too, with truth, that the subject had not been pre- 
sented to my mind by any vanity of my own. I knew my- 
self and my fellow citizens, too well to have ever thought 
of it. But the idea was forced upon me by continual insi- 
nuations in the public ^pers, while I was in office. As all 
these came from a hostile <|^uarter, I knew that their object 
was to poison the public mind as to my motives, when they 
were not able to cnarge me with facts. But the idea beins 
once presented to me, my own quiet required that I shoulq 
face it and examine it. I did so, thoroughly, and had no 
difficulty to see that every reason which had determined me 
to retire from the office I then held, operated more stronfflj 
a^nst that which was insinuated to be my object. I de* 
cidetf then on those general pounds which could alone be 
present to my mind at that time, that is io say, reputation, 
tranc|uillity, labour; for as to public duty, it could not be 
a topic of consideration in my case. If uiese eeneral con- 
jiiderations were sufficient "to ground a firm resolution never 
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to peniiit mjseirto think of the efl&ce, or be thought of for 
it, the special ones which have supervened on mj retire- 
ment, still more insuperably bar the door to it Mj health 
is eiJtirely broken down within the last ei^ht months; my 
age requires that I should place my affairs m a clear state f* 
these are sound, if taken care of, but capable of consider- 
able dangers if longer neglected; and above all things, the 
delights I feel in the society of my family, and in the sgrl- 
cultural pursuits in which I am so eagerly engaged. The 
little spice of ambition which I had in my younger days,t 
h^ long since evaporated, and I set still less store by a 
posthumous than present name. In stating to you the 
neads of reasons wnich have produced my determination, I 
do not mean an opening for future discussion, or that I may 
he reasoned out of it. The question is forever closed 
WITH me; my sole object is to avail myself of the first opening 
ever given me from a friendly quarter^ (and I could not 
with decency do it before,) of preventing any division or 
loss of votes, which might be fatal to the republican 
interest. If that has any chance of prevailing, it must be 
by preventing the loss of a single vote, and by concentrating 
all its strength upon one object. Who this should be, is a 
question I can more freely discuss with any body than 
yourself. In this I painfully feel the loss of Monroe. Had 
he been here, I should have been at no loss for a channel 
through which to make myself understood, if I have been 
misunderstood b^ any body through the instrumentality of 
Mr. Fenno andms abettors. i): I long to see you. 

TH. JEFFERSON.'' 

■■—''■ I ■ ■■ ■ ■■ ' ■ ■ /" * 

• Mr. Jefferson wa« then bift 52 years old! ! ! 

f AxBiTiOH is the passion peculiar to age-^TAiriTT to youth! 

i Judge Marshall, in his life of Washington alludes to the esta- 
blishment of a paper, by Mr. Jefferson, then Secretary of State, called 
the National Gazette, the leading articles of which, attacking Wash- 
ington, Hamilton, and their measures, were alleged to flow from the 
pen of Jefferson himself! The journal in question was certainly de- 
voted to Mr. Jefferson; but how far his pen, or opinions, entered into 
its columns, it is perhaps, at this period, impossible to ascertain. The 
imputation, at the present day, would convey little reproach^ having 
become a common practice. If it were true of Mr, Jefferson, .we 
can only remark, tluit less eminent for greatness, and less power^ 
in pubUc veneration, than Washington^ he might find it necessA^, 
in coping with Hamilton and Adams, to emplo^ the vkxss 19 tfiE,eir 
depreciation, and make use of its influence to sustain himself, men 
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There is much in this letter to excite enquiry and reflec- 
tionh is it possible^ that Jefferson should have been so averse 
to the Presidency? Is it possible, that he would not quit 
his farm for the empire of the universe^ and yet, a few years 
after, accept of the Vice Presidentship of the United States. 
That Jefferson was a great man, cannot be doubted | but that 
he was also liable to the frailties of human nature, is here 
made too manifest to be doubted. 

It is difficult to suppose, that Mr. Jefferson had no che* 

Ht the expense of Waihington. How far the practice is calculated 
to sap the foundations of liberty, is another question. Adams and 
Hamilton, * the abettors of Fenno,' on their part, resorted to the 
same means of a^gpression and defence, and employed the press 
agsdhst Mr. Jefferson. 

His employment of Calliitdeb, an impoverished Scotch adven- 
turer, of some talents, but no character and principle, to traduce the 
reputation of Washington, has been denied by some and extenuated 
by others; but enough is known to dispel all doiibt of the agency of 
Mr. Jefferson iii this unfortunate transaction; an agency \niich we 
cannot but deplore, as it exposes one of those frailties pf a great 
mind, which so often interposes between the reach of perfection, to 
which genius so naturally aspires, to arrest admiration from turning 
to isoLATnT; and to chequer humanity with some traits of its native 
imperfection. It must be allowed, as some atonement for his trans- 
gression, that Mr. Jefferson lived to lavish unbounded encomiums 
on the father of his country; and to confess that his great virtues 
extorted the homage of the world, and excited the admiration and 
applause of all parties. In the same manner, his employment of 
Frknxau for the same purpose, he has fully admitted in his 'Attas,' 
where he says, speaking of an interview with Washington, "He 
adverted to a piece in Freneau's paper of yesterday; he said he 
despised all their attacks on him personally, but that there never had 
been an act of the gx)vemment, not meaning in the executive line 
only, but in any line, which that paper had not abused. He had also 
marked the word repubHc thus (V) where it was applied to the 
French republic. He was evidently sore and warm, and 1 took his 
intention to be that I should interpose in some way with Freneau^ 
perhaps withdraw his Appointment of translating clerk to my office. 
But I will not do it. His paper has saved our CoirsTiTirTioir, 
which was galloping fast into monarchy, and has been checked by no 
one means so powerfully as by that paper. It is weU and universally 
known, that it has been that ^per which has checked the career of 
the monocrats; and the President, not sensible of the designs of the 
party, has not, with his usual good sense and sang froid, looked on 
the efforts and effects of this free press, and seen, that though some 
bad things have passed tfirough it to the public, yet the good have 
preponderated immensely." 
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r»hed views of aupreme power at this time, when the whole 
course of his retirement was marked by epistolary effusions 
of political rancour and bitterness, unequalled in the history 
of a politician of the « higher otdety^ and which even tempted 
him to assail the character of the great and pure Washing* 
ton, as an advocate of English monarchy; because he stood 
Hloof from the intrigues of all parties, and disdained to tar- 
nish his integrity by a collision with any faction-— looking 
to his couhtry, and his country only, as the idol of his ado- 
ration. In the following extract of a letter to < Miizzeij^ 
we have a lamentable instance of the wide difference that 
obtains between % patriot statesman^ whose labours had con- 
tributed to fowiaihe institutions of his country, and the 
partisan politician^ rankling under the triumph of rivals, 
and panting and fretting to get his foot on his enemies, as 
the stepping-stone to supreme power. 

TO p. MAZZEI. 

**MT DBAR i^niEND, Monticdlo^ April 24, 1796* 

♦• The aspect of our politics has wonderfully changed 
since you left us. In place of that noble love of liberty.and 
republican government, which carried us triumphantly 
through the war, an Anglican monarchical and aristocradcal 
party has sprung up, whose avowed object is to draw over 
us tne substance, as they have already done the forms of the 
British government. Tne main body of our citizens, how- 
ever, remain true to their republican principles; the whole 
landed interest is republican, and so is a great mass of ta- 
lents. Against us are the executive^ the judiciary, two out 
of three branches of the legislature, all the officers of the 
government, all who want to be officers, all timid me^n who 
prefer the calm of despotism to the boisterous sea of liberty, 
jBritish merchants, and Americans trading on British capi- 
tals, speculators and holders in the banks and public funas, 
a contrivance invented for the purposes of corruption, and 
for assimilatins us in all things to the rotten as well as the 
soundparts of tne British model. It would give you a fever 
were I to name to you the apostates who have gone over to 
these heresies— men who were damsons in the field, and 
Solomons in the council, but who have had their heads shorn 
hy the harlot— England, In short, we are likely to preserve 
the liberty we have obtained only by unremitting labours 
and perils. But we shall preserve it; and our mass of 
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weight and wealth on the good side is so sreat, as to leave 
no danger that force will ever be attempted against us. We 
have only to awake and sntLp. the Lilliputiaa cords with 
which thej have been entangling us during the first sleep 
which succeeded our labours. I begin to teel the effects of 
age. My health has suddenly broken down, with symptoms 
^ich give me to believe, I shall not have much to encoun- 
ter of the tedium viiss. While it remains, however, my 
heart will be warm in its friendships, and among these, wifl 
always foster the affections, with which I am, dear Sir, 
your friend and servant, 

TH. JEFFERSON." 

What motive could induce Mr. Jefferson to br^nd Greorge 
xWashin^on, the Executive^ as a Monarchist, it is difficult 
to conceive. Washington ! the father of his country ! — The 
soldier who had achieved our independence through a seven 
years war 1— the patriot, who had ever stood doof from 
power— 'the statesman, ^vho had assisted to frame, and who 
carried into practice, the free Constitution of the United 
States I^^heUEPUBLicAN, who had established the precedent, 
which corrected the unlimited duration of the eligibility of 
the President to office-***who had rejected all recompense for 
his public services, and who had now spent a life in the field 
and in the cabinet, devoted to the welfare and liberties of 
his country ! ! It was utterly impossible that Mr. Jefferson 
^ould beKeve, what he here alleged-^then why allege it? 
Washington did not stand in his way-*-and if he did, he 
could not remove him. Did he envy nim his future glory? 
He could not tarnish, much less diminish its lustre, by an 
unfounded imputation !•-— Then, why prefelr a charge, which 
few would tolerate, and none would believe? To gratify 
feeling—^ create a fancied superimity for his own princi- 
pleft— <ind to be highest^ not as a patriot'^'tkoi as a states- 
ffuzn— not as an Jimerican^-^vd to be highest, as the enthu- 
siaistic champion of universal liberty, who would tolerate 
nothing short of the emancipation of every people; and that 
the United States should, like Bon QuixotU, buckle on her 
armour, mount her Rosinante, and set out to liberate all 
mankind, and slay all kings, or perish in the attempt! But 
the best apology tor this letter is, that the writer never de- 
signed it to be published; and that, however frail may have 
been the feelings of kis hearty his head was too strong to 

X 
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permit him to divulge their umighteoud wanderitigs, except 
to the bosom of undivulgable friendship ! 

While I note these spots on the sun of Mr. Jefferson's 
greatness, I feel bound to observe^ that the line of distinc* 
tion is a broad and distinct one^ which separates the true 
jdorj of the beneficial actions of one of the founders of the 
Republic, from the partisan blemishes^ occasioned by the 
heats, animosities, and livalry of the politician^ who appeals 
to the current prejudices of me people^ to wean their affec^ 
tions frmn a competitor, or court them io himself: nor does 
this last trait of character, demand that severity of censure, 
or wat-rant that acerbity of denunciation, whicn we are too 
much disposed to fall into, when we pass judgment upon 
the deeds of men made illustrious by their t^ents, and im- 
mortal by their virtues. In proof of this course being diC" 
tated by reason and propriety, we have only to reflect, that 
the very meoiurea wmph Mr. Jefferson had made the pretext 
for the denunciation of Washington, he had himself sanc«> 
tioned and approved: he admitted the Excise law to be 
ConstitiUioncU'-^Yie had concurred in and sanctioned the 
Proclamation of Neutrality-^^e had, with his own pen, elo- 
quently resented the insults and. indignities offered to the 
American Republic by the audacious Genet: nor is there 
reason to believe, that he opposed the treaty of Mr. Jay, 
until he thought he discoverea in the mass of the people, a 
dislike to it, which presented him with a prospect of an 
available fund of popularity, at a season auspicious to his 
ambition^ for that he was ambitious, every syllable of At/wi- 
Uty that falls from his lips^ gives^ incontestible assurance. 
Of little avail would have been his character, and hife talents 
to his country, had he not been so. It was this ambition, 
which, in moments of depression, caused him to look with, a 
jaundiced eye upon the peerless lustre of the true glory of 
Washington; and to exclaim in despite of his better reason 
•—"Oh! Sun! I hate thy beams!" This, however, was but 
the evil spirit of the moment — ^it quickly passed away, and 
left his mind to the calm control of more benevolent feelings, 
and luster thoughts! 

There was one feature of the policy of Washington, how- 
ever, in which Jefferaonnever could agree, and that was the 
NATIONAL bank; which hc todk every occasion to assail, and 
which there is reason to believe, constituted the chief cause 
<rf his growing dislike of Washington, as it was known to he 
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the 8oie one of his .hatred' of Alexander Hamilton. The 
following letter will tend to elucidate these points* 

TO COLONEL MONROE. 

**DBAR SIR, Manticdloj June 12, 1796. 

•* Congress have risen. You will have seen by their pro- 
ceedings the truth of what I always observed to you^ that 
one man outweighs them aU in influence ove¥ the people, who 
have supported his judgment a^nst their owxi and that of 
their representatives. Republicanism must lie on its oars; 
resisn toe vessel to its pilot, and themselves to Ihe course 
he flunks best for them. I had always conjectured, from 
such facts as I could get hold of, that our public debt was 
increasing about a million of dollars a year. You will see 
by Gallatin's speeches, that the thing is proved.* You will 
see farther, that we are completely saddled and bridled, and 
that the Bank is so firmly mounted on us, that we must go 
where they will euide. They openly publish a resolution, 
that the national property being increased in vlilue, they 
must by an increase of circulating medium furnish an ade- 
quate representation of it, and by further additions- of active 
capital promote the enterprises of our merchants. It is 
supposed that the paper in circulation in and around Phila- 
delphia, amounts to twenty milliona of dollars, and that in 
the whole Union to one hundred mBlions. I think the last 
too high.*' 

Both these amounts were exaggerated far beyond their 
possible limits. This letter to Colonel. Monroe, is dated. 
June 12. On the 19th of the same month, and same year, 
he addressed a letter to General Washington^ denying the 
publication of the Interrogatories put to the Cabinet on the 

* Mr. J. here again declaims as a partisan, instead of Teasoning as 
a, statesman. The anti-federalists opposed taxes and imposts, to dis- 
chai*^ the expenses of government; and yet complained tha-t thQ 
public debt was augmented! How could it be otherwise, when the 
public revenue was deficient. Who caused that deficiency? The 
anti-federalists? Yet, in a letter to Washing^ton, dated Paris, Dec. 4, 
1788, he says: << Calculation has dMiTinced me, that circumstances 
may arise, and probably will arise, wherein all tiie resources of tax- 
ation will be necessary for the safety of the State. For, although I 
am decidedly of opimon, we should take no part in European quar- 
rels, but cultivate peace and commerce with all, yet who can avoid 
seeing the source of war in the tyranny of those nations, who deprive 
us (>f the natural right of trading with our neighbour." 
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occtsion of Genet^a rec^ian, and yf\dch had appeared in 
Backers Aurora^ then the a&sailing journal on the Wash- 
ington Cabinet. In this letter, Mr. Jefferson says, '' I 
learn that this last person [General H* liee V] has thought 
it worth his while to try to sow tares between you and me, 
by representing me as still engaged in tiiebustle of politics, 
and in turbulence and intrigue against the government. I 
never believed for a moment that this could make any im- 
pression on you, or that your knowledge of me would not 
outweigh the slander of an intrisuer, dirtily employed in 
sifting the conversations of my tiS^le, where alone he could 
hear of me; and seeking tb atone for. his sins against you, 
by sins against another ,^who had.never done him any other 
injury than that of declinii^ his confidence. Political con- 
versatians I reaUy dislike^ and therefore avoid where I can 
without affectation.^^ 

We have seen, however, that Mr. Jeiferson had not an 
equid dislike to political correspondence; and that his free 
denunciation of Washington, and his cabinet, under his pen, 
were not intended to be embraced in his denial of attacking 
the government in his conversations. He appeared, there- 
fore, to the face of Washington as a friend, and behind lus 
back as an enemy. Some organic frailty of his constitution, 
in the moral courase of his mind, must have led to this trait 
ef inconsistency. Thus, only three weeks after his friendly- 
letter to beneral Washington, we find him writing to Mon- 
roe in the following terms:— 

*'*' MonticellOi July 10, 1796. 

^'Dear Sia, — ^The campaisn of Congress has closed. 
Though the Anglomen have» in the. end, got their treaty 
through, and ao far have triumphed over the cause of repub- 
licanism, yet it has been to them a dear bought victory; it 
has ^yen the most radical shock to their party which it has 
ever received: and there is no doubt, they would be glad to 
be replaced on the ground they possessed the instant before 
Jay's nomination extraordinary. They see that nothing can 
9i]pport them but the colossus of the President^ merits with 
the 3>soPL£; and the moment he retires, that his successor, 
if a Aionocrat,* will be overborne by the republican sense 
of his constituents; if a republican, he will of course give 
fair play to that sense, ana lead things into the channel of 

'~^ *' ■■■■! M l ^ ,^^ u t 1,1 I I ■ 

• The party attached to the National Bank, 4md the Funded System! 



THOHAS JEFFERSON. Q57 

harmonj, between the goTemors and governed. In the 
mean ttme^ patienee.^^ 

"Most assiduous court is paid to Patrick Henry. He 
has l^en offered every thine which they knew he would not 
accept Some impression is thought to be made, but we do 
not believe it is radical. If they thought tiiey could count 
upon him, they wmild run him for their YiceiPresident; 
their first object beias to produce a schism in tiiis State. 
As it is, they will run Mr. Pinckneyi in which th^ regard 
his Southern position rather than his principles. . Mr. Jay, 
and his advocate Camillus," are complet^y treaty-foon« 
dered." 

Enough has now been cited, from Mr. Jefferson's letters, 

to show, that however religiously he might be devoted to 

thexulture of ^ lucerne and potatoes,' that he found ample 

leisure, amidst all his avocations of building, planting, 

reading, soience, philosophy and rustic pleasures, to not 

only attend to the passing events of the political world, but 

to interpose his voice and his pen in deciding their ten- 

dency^ and controlling their movements. There is con*- 

tained in the letter just quoted enough to prove him not 

only a close observer, but a conaummate act^r in thejmesie 

ana secret management of the dayA and it is apparent that 

his mind now began to assume that texture of refined 

equivocation, which the habit of political intrigue and 

management so naturally engrafts upon it; leading step^ by 

step to that system of mental reservation, which reconciles 

ihe conscience to the loss of integrity^ without shocking 

the sensibilities by the flagrant violation of veracity. Ir, 

up to the period of his retirement from* the office of Secre* 

tary of State, he retained the bold and single front of un« 

dissemUed honesty, ♦wearing his heart upon his sleeve.' 

which may reasonably be doubted, from the current stories 

of the day, he soon found it necessary to his purpose, of 

rising ^o the supreme station in the government, to profess 

ta one set of men an attachment, which he either did not 

feel, or could not, consistently with his interest, avow to 

another^ and which naturally begat that duplicity which he 

afterwards earned to such extreme refinement. The first 

attempt of the intrigue to prostrate Hamilton and Adams, 

no doubt comprehended the jierson and character of Wash- 

ixoTON, who was also to be immolated on liie bloody altar 

criF Fremch liberty; but being foiled i« this att^mpt^ th© 



5^8 TBS I«IFE OF 

faJth» of hu wmtrjf being found too deeplj •ashrined in 
the hearts of a virtuous people, the circle of proscriptioB 
was narrowed downi and wkaie Washington waa left to the 
~ grandeur of hia towering Tirtuea, unapproachable to malice^ 
eaiTT^ ambition or crime^ Adams ana Hamilton were spe- 
taalij selected as the victims to popular vengeance, under 
tiie sapping and mining system of intrigue^ iiitdnuati9n 
and nsw^aper detraction, of the charge of British in- 

rWBNCK, MbKA&OHICAL PRINCIPLl^S aud TREASONABLE 

paojEOTs, chains as baseless as the winds, and which 
never would have found breath to utter th^n, but for the 
ambition of those who, under the plea of agricultural pur- 
»ttit« in unlnroken retirem^it, panted to gain the high |^&ces, 
whiph were never to be reached but bj the moat profound 
aysicin of intrigue, deoepdon and management, or the most 
adroit appeals ta the popular passions, to objects of vision- 
ary oppression, pr fanciful equality of rights, possesions 
and privileges. 

It was manifest to the most superficial observation, ^at 
the grounds of opposition assumed by the party headed by 
Jefferson^ were generally untenable and fallacious ^ and the 
simple interrogation of ^ what has French liberty to do with 
Jtmerican policy9^ at q);ice exploded the illusion of exckt- 
ttve reptdmcamsm in the opponents of Washington. Ameri- 
can liberty wasjBettied forever by the Constitution and 
the Declaration op Ivdepevdbnce; and Mr. Jefferson 
himself had been a party to the esMdishment of that na- 
tiwud polity, which the first President had devised and 
executed, under the masterly co-operation of General 
Hamilton^ which policy was based on the natural interesi9 
of the whole Umm, resolvable into commerce, agriculture 
and manufactures^ peace witiii ail nations, and entangling 
alliances with none: whidi policy ^very year's etperience 
confirmed antl settled deeper and deeper into the vitals of. 
the country, as the natural and never to be ejxploded syst^ 
whidi was essential to the prosperity, growth, indepen- 
dence and power of the naticm; and, even up to the present 
time, has continued entire and unbroken, a monument of 
the united wisdom and patriotism of Washington^ and a 
test of the fallacy of all those grounds of party opposition^ 
wlueh, when triumphant, never ventured to remove one 
stone of that glmoas edifice of our prosperity^ which, 
through all the revolutions of foctionsV all the storms of 
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party, all the :fierce contendons of rival candidates^ has 
itSMAiNED THE SAME; «, sttniding rebuketo parties, and a 
historical lesdon to the people, warning them against tkose 
dtssentions, which render the multitude mad^ in order that 
a few may make their fortunes out of their fevers 4ind their 
folly ^and which, like Cromwell, only shouts liberty to 
g&in power^ and cants of riform, that it may more succe^s- 
inlly pr^tice corruption. 

One apparent exceptioa only is to be foUnd in this prac- 
tice oi fmeral'poHcy by Mr. Jefferson, and his democratic 
Jsoceessors; and that is the Bank of the United States. 
This is only an apparent exception, for Mr. Madison raised 
the repntei monster from: its ashes, with limbs enlarged to 
gigantic measurement, and we have Hved to see democratic 
fnajorUies in both Houses of Congress, give it their sanc- 
tion as a part of the- settled policy of the country. The 
-same observation will extend to the funding system, and 
E1C0ISE, which, unda* the democratic administration of the 
immediate stn^eess^r of Mr. Jefferson, rose to a colossal 
size, unknown in the times of the federal * monocrat,^ 
and which could not have failed to awaken the terrors of 
Hamilton hiil^elf, for the permanency and purity of free 
institutions! • 

Even on the question! of the bank, Mr. Jefferson had, from 
want of moral courage, manifested a doubtfulness and in- 
decision in the concluding sentence, where he recommends 
that the President should acquiesce in the opinion of Con- 
gress, which was far from miucing this institution an essen- 
-tial object of exclusion to the republican creed f especidly, 
when contrasted with his favourite position, that every, 
branch of government was equally a judge of the uncon- 
stitutionality of a lawj and bound to veto^ or et^rce it 
accordingly ! Placed at the head of the nation to preserve 
the Constitution^ as well as execute the laws, it was cer- 
tainly the duty of the President to act on his own exclu- 
sive responsibility; and it was the duty of the Secretary of 
Stale to abide by his own Oltinioii, and to recommend the 
Executive to the same course; without reference to any 
balancing between two opinions^ or any sacrifice of duty to 
Congress^ which, after all, reduced his famoHS report al-' 
most to a mere petitio prineipii* 

Mr. Jefferson, however, was destined to rise to the Pre- 
sidency; and he had a pre-sentiment that the immediate 
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successor of Washington, jH-esumingtoo far on pubHc opin- 
ton, would cause a reaction in the- people, and open the 
path to his ambition, and, properly regulated, it was cer- 
tainlj a laudable ambition. Hence his advice to Monroe, , 
^ in the meantime patiencey^ let Washingtcm, too colossal 
with the people to be touched, pass away; and then we will 
struffgle witn his successors for the victory ! 

Washington, having declined a re-election, and publish-* 
ed his incomparable valedictory to the people of t(ie United 
States, the two contending parties ralliea with sreat zeal 
and warmth upon thetr separate candidates, the lederalists 
uniting upon John Adams y and the anti*federalists upon 
Mr. Jefferson I It is well known, that under the Cob* 
stitution, at thai period, the highest on the return was 
chosen President, and the lowest became Vice President; 
Mr. Adams was returned .for the first, and Mr. Jefferson 
for the second, or Vice Presidency* 

It will be a matter of curiosity to know what Mr. Jeffer« 
son said upon this occasion; for we can handly expect to 
ascertain what he thought^ though we may conjecture with- 
out much- deviation from the truth; and it will also be main 
ter of instructive curiosity, to ascertain how ^e conducted 
himself on this occasion.. His fii^t letter was addi:essed to 
bis 9uece88ful competitor^ rejoicing in his victory i 



TO JOHN. ADiMS. 

«^i>EAR SIR, MonticMo^ Dee. ^8, 1796. 

The public, and the public papers, have been much occupied 
lately in placing us in a point of opposition to each other.* 
I confidently trust we' have felt less of it ourselves I In tile 
retired canton where I live, we know little of what is pass- 
ing. Our last information from Philadelphia is of the l6th 
instt At that date the issue of the late election seems not. 
to have been known as a matter of fact. With me, how^ 
ever, its issue was never doubted. I knew the impossibiUtj 
of your losing a single vote north of the Delaware; and even 
if you should lose that of Pennsylvania in the mass, you 
would get enough south of it to make your election sure. I 
never, for a single moment, expected any other issue, and 
though I shall not be believed, yet i.t is. not the less true» 

• Mr. Jefferson prided himself in this opposition to the *« Monstr- " 
ohiflts ftnd Honocntts.'* 
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that I never wished any other,* My neighbours, as my 
compurgators, could aver this fact, as seeine; my occupations 
and my attachment to them* It is possible, indeed, that 
even you may be cheatedof your succession by a trick wor- 
thy the subtlety of your arch friend of New York, who has 
been able to make of your real friends, tools for defeating 
their and your just wishes. Probably, however, he will be 
disappointed as to youj and my inclinations put me out of 
his reach. I leave to others the sublime delights of riding ' 

in the storm, better pleased with sound sleep and a warmer 
birth below it, encircled with the society of my neighbours, 
friends, and fellow labourers of the earth, rather than with 
spies and sycophants. Still, I shall value highly the share 
I may haveJiad in the late vote, as a measure of the share I " 
hold in the esteem of my fellow citis&end.^ In this point of 
view, a few votes less are but little sensible, while a few 
more would have been in their effect very sensible and op- 
pressive to me* I have no ambition to govern men. It is a 
painful and thankless oflice.. And never since the day you 
signed the treaty of Paris, has our horizon been so overpast* 
I devoutly wish you may be able to shun for ut this war, ^ 

which will destroy our apiculture, commerce and credit. 
If you do, the glory will be all your own. And that your 
administration may be filled with glory and happiness to 
yourself, and advantage to us, is the sincere prayer of one, ' 
who, though in the course of our voyage, various little inci* 
dents have happened, or been contnved, to separate us, yet 
retains for you the solid esteem of the times when we were 
working for pur independence^ and sentiments of sincere 
respect and attachment. 

TH. JEFFERSON. 
.... ' 

The reader will ask for no comment on this letter^ It i« 
altogether unworthy of a great mind; and yet such was the 
wtimness of the man who had a head to contrive a.govern- 
ment for an empire, but wanted the moral courage to be true 
even to his own party ^ w^hen addressing the victorious chief 
of that, to him, detested faction, the rnonarchical Anglomen! 



• Here Mr. J. for want of ft little moml .courage, in which he wai 
much deficient, make» a poeitiv* declaration of treachery to his own 
pwrtyl He then favoured theswccew of " Monarchists and Monot 
crat9." 
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I now turn to a letter written by him to James Madison, 
which throws a new li^ht over tKs variable complexion of 
this extraordinary politician, and singular philosopher^ and 
which so materially contributes to make up one ot the most 
accomplished disciples of the great Florentine politician, 
that perhaps will ever flourish in this country. 

'*TO JAMES MADlSOir. 

Dear Sir,— Yours of December 19, is safely received. 
I never entertained a doubt of the event of the election. I 
knew that the eastern troops were trained in the schools of 
their town meetings, to sacrifice little differences of opinion 
to Uie solid advantages of operating in phalanxj and that 
the more free and moral agency of the other States would 
fully supply their deficiency. I had no expectation, indeed, 
that the vote would have approached so near an eouality. It 
is difficult to obtain full credit to declarations of disinclina- 
tion to honors, and most so with those who «tiU remain in 
the world. But never was there a more solid unwilling- 
ness, founded on rigorous calculation, formed in the mind 
of any man short of peremptory refusal. No arguments, 
therefore, were necessary to reconcile me to a reiifiquish- 
mentof the first office, or acceptance of the secondv* ^o 
motive eotUd have induced me to undertake the first , but that 
of putting our vessel upon her republican tack, and prevent* ' 
ing her being driven too far to leeward of her true princi- 
ples. And the second is the only office in the world about 
which I cannot decide in my own mind whether I would 
rather have it or not have it. Pride does not enter into the 
estimate. For I think with the Romans of old, that the 
general of to-day should be a common soldier to-morrow, if 
necessary. But as to Mr. Adams- particularly, I could have 
no feelings which would revolt at being placed in a second- 
ary station to him. I am his junior in life, I was his' junior 
in Confess, his junior in the diplomatic line, and lately his 
Junior m our civil government. I had written him the en- 
closed letter before the receipt of yours. I had intended it 
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* When Mr. Jefferson had ascertained that he had missed the 
Presidency, he seems to have set himself religiously at work, to conn 
vince every body that he not only did not expect it, but he.wa« siire 
he Gould not obtain it— that he rejoiced in his miscarriage, and tboogKt 
it misfortune enough to be oppre$ied with the Yicx-PiissisiiriDT! ! h' 
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for some time, but had pat it oft from time to time, /rom 
the diaeauragement o^ despair to make him believe me sin- 
cere* As tbe information bjr the last posi does not make it 
necessary to change any thing in the letter^ I enclose it^ 
open for your perusal, «s well that you may be possessed 
of the true state of dispositions between us, as that if there 
lie any circumstance which might render its delivery fneli^ 
^ble, you may return it to me. If Mr. Adams could be 
induced to admsnister the government on its princtplesi 
quitting his bias for an English constitution, it would be 
worthy consideration wheth^ it woiild not be for the publie 
^Sfd to come to a good understanding ufith htm as to his 
JWt^re elections. Re is the only sure barrier* a goakist Ha* 
ndkon^s getting in* 

« The Political Progress is a work of value, and <rf a sin- 
gular complexion* Tne author's eye seems to be a natural 
achromatic, divestinr every object of ^ glare of colour. 
The former work of uie same title possessea the same kind 
of mierit. They disgust one, indeed, by opening to his 
vi^w the ulcerated state of the human mind J f But to cure 
an ulcer, you must go to ihe botimn of it, whieh no author, 
does more radically than this. TTie reflections into which 
it leads us are not very JUxttenng to the human species. In 
the whole animal kingdom, I recollect no family but man^ 
steadily and systematically employed in the destruction of 
itself Nor does what is called civilisation produce any 
other effect than to teach him to pursue the principle of the 
helium omnium m omnia, on a greater scale, and, instead 
of the little contests between tribe and tribe, to comprehend 
all the quarters of the earth in the same work of destruc- 
tion. If to this we add, that as to other animals, the lions 
and tygers are mere lambs compared with man as a destroy- 
er» we must conclude that Nature has been able to find in 
man alone a sufficient barrier ajpinst the too great multi- 
plication of other animals and of man-Mumself, an equilibrat- 
ing power against the fecundity of generation. While in 
making^ these observations, my situation points my atten- 
'tion to the welfare of man in the physical world, yours may 
perhaps present him as equally warring in the moral one. 
Adieu. Yours affectionately. TH. JEFFERSON." 

Mr. Jefferson being chosen Vice President, proceeded in 
February to Philadelphia, where he was sworn intt» office 
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on' the 4ih of March, 1797, whea he took the chair as pre- 
siding officer of the Senate, to which body he delivered a brief 
but pertinent address, expressive of ius attachflnent to the 
Constitution and laws of his country. 

.This event, however, was without any importance ta th^ 
country, and had no influence on its policy; for, having ta- 
ken the oath of office, and made Ms respects to the new 
Presid^it, he returned in July to Montieello, there to su* 
perintend the management of his plantation^ indulge in the 
speculations of phuosophy, or manase and stimulate the 
movements of political partisans, to me great final result 
of his elevation to the Presidential chain ^^ 

Mr. Jefferson abstained from any co-operation with Mr, 
Adams, as Vice President, because he considered his office 
as constitutionally confined, to le^slative functions, and 
was therefore debarred from executive consultatieoa. But 
had he been disposed to a cordial concurrence with the 
Executive, the opinixms of Mr. Adams were too diametri- 
cally opposite to those of Mr* Jefferson to have permitted 
of any co-operation. Mr« Jefferson seems^ however, to have 
been disappointed that no overtures of' this kind were made 
to him.* 

The a^tation of war witii France, caused by the a^ra- 
vated spoliations of that power, durio^ the session of Con- 
gress of 1797, caused Mr Jefferson great excitement. Al- 
ways opposited to war, his hatned of England caused him to 
. regard a war with Franoe as the last of national calamities. 
It will, however, always redound to his feme, that he ad- 
vocated a decided neutralUv with all the powers of Europe, 
although he appeared unable to divest his mind of ihe phadi-^ 
torn of EngHeh influence over the American government, 
and to believe that that power possessed over us a ruinevs 
monopoly of commerce, trade and feeling, as well as a 
monopoly of ^ ear banks and pubUc funds.^ His extreaae 
aUiorrence of England caused him to lo^ with ^ favoured 
eye upon tlie most outrageous spoliations, and degrading 
indignities from France; estimating those evils as preferable 
to what.he imagined would be the more intolerable imes of 
a closer connection with Great Britain. Th^e was some- 
thing in Ins bitter dislike of En^and, indeed, which could 



• See Letters to. Jiunes Sidfiyan, Bklri^ CHerry, General G«tes» 
JNnes Madiaoii, aad GoloQfll Buar« idaUd IT97, 
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not altogether be . reconciled to the feelings of a magnani* 
mons mind, which loses all sense of resentment, and buries 
in oblivion all remembrance of wrongs, when the battle is 
ended, and the hand of amitj is extended in a mutual em« 
brace with the generous pledge of ^ forget and' forgive.' 

It was not made a point of concealment on the part of 
Mr. Jefferson, ^at from the moment he left the Cabinet of 
Washington, he had become a severe censurer of all the 
measures of government, sometimes exonerating but gene- 
rally including the chief in his condemnation. Nothing 
pleased him; and he seemed resolved to be pleased with 
nothing. Secretly employed in fomenting discontent, and 
instigating to o]^8ition, he yet professed to weep over the 
effects ot party spirit, and to lament with grief of heart 
ihat stick things shatdd be! In a letter to Mr. Rutledge, 
of June 24, 1797, he thus bewails this heart-burning be*- 
tween former friends now changed into political enemies:-— 
^This is, indeed, (he says) a most humiliating state of 
things; but it commenced in 1793. Causes have been add- 
ing to causes, and effects accumulating on effects, from that 
time to this. We had in 1793 the most respectable cha- 
racter in the universe. What the neutral nations think of 
us now, I know not; but we are low indeed with the belli^ 
gerents. Their kicks and cuffs prove their contempt. If 
we weather the present storm, I nope we shall avail our- 
selves of the calm of peace to place our foreign connections 
under a new and different arrangement. We must make 
the interest of every nation stand surety for their justice; 
and their own loss to follow injury to us, as effect follows 
its cause. As to every thing except commerce, we ought 
to divorce ourselves from them all. But this system would 
require time, temper,, wisdom, and occasional sacrifice of 
interest; and how far all these will be ours, our children 
may see, but we shall not. The fiassions are too high at 
present to be cooled in our day.* You and I have formerly 



* It must be recoUected that this moralifflng comes from the prime 
mover and instigator of those passions! It was Jefferson who origin- 
aDy fitoented the feud and fever of the French revolutionary party; 
which has no more affinity to this country than those of Poland, Swit- 
zerlandt or Ireland. The principle of liberty involved was never 
objected to by an American; but to make common cause with any 
countiy of Europe, struggling in the convulsions of a revolution, is 
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seen waim debates and high political passions* But gentle^^ 
men of different politics would then speak to each other, 
and separate the business of the Senate from that of society* 
It is not so now. Men who have been intimate -all their 
lives, cross the streets to avoid meeting, and turn their 
heads another way, lest they should be obliged to touch their 
hats. This may do for young men, with whom passion is 
anj[oyment. But it is afflicting to peaceable minas* Tram- 

SUnty is the old man^s milk. I go to enjoy it in a few 
ys, and to exchange the roar and tumult of bulls and 
bears, for the prattle of my grandchildren, and senile rest. 
Be these yours, my dear fnend, through long years, with 
every other blessing, and the attachment of friends as 
warm.*' &c. 

The newspapers, in the summer of 1797, having obtained 
a copy of his letter to < Mazzei,' in which he questioned 
the patriotism of Washington, and accused him of the de- 
design of introducing a monarchy, Mr. Jefferson became 
much a^tated under the severitv of the public indignation, 
which it naturally excited, and addressed a long letter, 
dated the 3d of August, .to Mr. Madison, asking his advice, 
whether he should avow the letter, and incur the hostility 
of ' nine-tenths of the people,' with whom Washington was 
popular, or remain quiet, and stand a chance of escaping 
the odium and detestation of its calumnious sentiments. 
Speaking of this subject, he observes '^Now it would be 
impossible for me to explain this publicly, without bringing 
on a personal difference between General Washington and 
fnysetf^ which nothing before the publication of this letter 
has ever done. It would embroil me also untb all thoH with 
whom his character is still popular^* that is to say, nine- « 



what no sound patriot or genuine statesman can advocate. Yet was 
this the ground of dissention, which fomented parties to the excess so 
pathetically deplored by Mr. Jefferson! 

• Mr. Jefferson here speaks of the character of Washington, as if it 
had been impaired, and his popularity diminished by some act of a 
vicious OS censurable ^lature:,— •« with whom his character is stiU po- 
pular.' It would be difficult to find any of the people with whom he 
was not at all times popular. Demagogues and candidates-for office 
are the sole exceptions. It was certainly a daring scheme to attempt 
to obtain the Pi^sidency by the destruction of the character of Gsonos 
WASBiireTOH-, by a secbet system of insinuation and slander, imputing 
the most detestable treasons to the purest and noblest of mortals! 
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tenths of the people of the United States, and what good 
would be obtained by dvounng the letter^ with the necessarj 
explanations? Very little, indeed, in mj opinion, to coun- 
terbalance a good deal of harm. '^ 

At a date subsequent to this, September 1, 1797, in a 
letter to Colonel Arthur Campbellf he repeats a// the sub- 
stance of his letter to MazzeiU He here terms the party 
of Washington * old tories,' who aim to bring back the 
goyemment to Monarchy^ and whom he st^matises as 
* treacherous emissaries. * 

•It is yery extraordinary that Mr. Jefferson could never 
divest himself of a rankling «nyy of the faine of Washing- 
ton. In a letter to Mr. Madison,^<iated Philadelphiaj Feb^ 
rnary 15, 1798, he says, * A great ball is to be ^ven here 
on the 22d, and in other great towns of the Union. This 
is, at lea&t, very indelicate, and probably excites uneasy 
sensations in some. I see in it, however, this useful de- 
duction, that the birth days which have been kept, have 
been, not those of the President, but of the Genetu.' -No, 
not of the general,''but of the father of his country. He 
now drew the cords 'of his correspondence closer with 
General Gates, in whose disappointed bosom rankled a 
. congenial hatred of George IVashington I In a letter to 
Mr. Madison, of March 2, 1798, he thus continues to 
vent his spleen against the saviour of our country. ** The 
late BiRTH-NioHT has certainly sown tares among the es-* 
elusive federalists. It has winnowed the grain from the 
chaff. The sincerely Adamites did not go. The Washing* 
tonians went religiously, and took the secession, of the 
others in hish dudgeon. The one sect threatens to desert 
the levees, tne other the parties. The Whigs went in num- 
ber, to encour^e the idea that the birth-niehts, hitherto 
kept, had been ror the General, and not the President^ uid 
of course that time would brin^ an end to them. Goodhue, 
Sedgwick, &c. did n'ot attend; but the 4hree Secretaries 
and Attorney General did.'* 

It must forever excite astonishment, that Mr. Jefferson's 
envious feelings towards Washington, should have be«» 
so powerful as to blind his sagacity to the intrinsic great- 
ness of that incomparable man, as to lead him to believe 
that his celebrity was owing to birth-night ballsy and that 
^ unworthy trick of the whigs, in attending those balls, 
could break down tb^ colossal geniiu» of a man who had 



268 THE LIFE OF 

raised an empire from the dust and blood of a revolution of 
raffied soldiers, and an empty treasury I Yet such is the 
macuiess of party. Mr. Jefferson used the term « whigs* 
in contradistinction to the Washingtonians, whom he styled 
tories; yet the Washington whigs were the men who urged 
the Declaration of Independence, fought knee deep in blood 
to gain it, and carried into successful practice a republican 
constitution to secure it. Among these toOj Ale^cander 
Hamilton stood first, in proud pre-eminence^ justly glo- 
rious. 

The patriot will never cease to lament that Mr. Jeffer- 
son ever descended to the arts of the politician to secure 
a station which could not enhance his fame, and which has 
only served to embody^ in historical evidence, the fallacy 
of all the charges which he ever adduced against his great 
.rival; for the history of every democratic administration 
has been, eventually, a mere imitatioti of the federal policy 
of the father of his country ! 

Mr. Jefferson's letters to Mr. Madison now began to 
teem with exhortations to make a free and bold use of his 
pen in the public papers, in order to produce a favourable 
' impression previous to the approaching elections; and to 
point out to him what subjects to touch with most advan- 
tage to the cause. How far Mr. Madison complied with 
these requests, it is not our business now to enquire. 

The crisis of Mr. Adams's crimes and follies, and the 
fate of his administration, were now rapidly approaching^ 
and as some idea may be formed of the progress of events 
at that time from the follovring letter, I quote it entire, k 

TO JAMES MADISON. ' V 

Philadelphia, JiprU 26, 1798. ^ 
" Dear Sir^— The bill for the naval armament, (twelve 
vessels) passed by a majority of about four to J;hree in the 
House of Representatives; all restrictions on the objects 
for which the vessels, should be used were struck out. ITie 
bill for establishing a department of Secretary of the Navy^ 
was tried yesterday, on its passage to the third reading, 
and prevailed by forty -seven against forty-one. It vrill be 
read the third time to-day. The provisioned army of 
20,000 men vrill meet some difficulty. It would surety be 
rejected, if our members were all here, Giles, Clopton, 
Cabell imd Nicholas, have gone, and Clay goes to-morrow* 
He received here news of the death of his wife, Parker 
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has completely gone over to the war party. In this state 
of things they will carry what they please. One of the war 
party, m a fit of unguarded passion, declared some time 
ago they would pass a citizen bill, an alien 6t//, and a 
SEDmoN bill: accordingly, some days ago, Coit laid a mo* 
tion on the table of the House of Representatires, for modi- 
fying the^citizen law. Their threats pointed at Gallatin,* 
and it is believed they will endeavour to reach him bjr this 
bill. Yesterdaay Mr. Hilthouse laid on the table of the Senate, 
« motion for giving power to send away suspected aliens. This 
is understood to be meant for Volney and Collet. But it will 
not stop there, when it gets into a course of execution. 
There is now only wanting to accomplish the wh6le decla- 
ration before mentioned, a sedition bill, which we shall 
certainly soon see proposed. The object of that is the sup- 
pression of the whig presses. Backers has been particularly 
named.t That paper and also Carey's, totter for want of 
subscriptions. We should really exert ourselves to procure 
them; for, if these papers fall, republicanism will be entirely 
brow beaten. Carey's paper comes out three times a week, 
at'five dollars. The meeting of the people which was called 
at New York, did nothing. It was found that the majority 
would be against the address. They therefore chose to cir- 
culate it individually. The committee of ways and means, 
have voted a land tax. An additional tax on salt, will cer- 
tainly be proposed in the House, and probabfy prevail to 
some degree. The stoppage of interest on the public debt, 
will also, perhaps, be proposed, but not with effect. In the 
mean time, that paper cannot be sold. Hamilton is comins 
on as Senator from New York. There have been so much 
contrivance and combination, as to show there is some ffreat 
object in hand. Troup, the District Judse of New York, 
resigns towards the close of the session of their Assembly. 
The appointment of Mr. Hobart, their Senator, to succeed 

♦Ittone of Mr. Jefferson*« letters, he ascribes the origin of the torf 
p^tty, to foreigners; whereas the anti-fedeudists were made up of 
foreijgners; for instance, Gallatin, a Swiss— CaUender, a Scot— Dal» 
las, an Englishman— Duane, an Irishman — ^Tench Coxe, an Eng- 
lishman— Blair M'Clenegan, an Irishman— with others, too number- 
leas to mention. ^ x j* 

f This paper was under the special patrona^ of Mr, Jeffersoin 
imd was notorious for its coarse calumnies against Washington and 
it9 ultra democracy of doctrine. 

Y 2 
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Trou|H is not made by the President till after the Assembly 
had nsenj otherwise, they would have chosen the Senator 
ui place of Hobart. Jay then names Hamilton Senator, but 
not till a day or two before his own election as Governor 
was to come on, lest the unpopularity of the nomination 
should be in time to effect his own election. We shall see 
in what all this is to end; but surely in something. The 
popular movement in the eastern States is checked, as we 
expected, and war addresses are showering in from New 
Jersey, and the great trading towns. However, we still 
trust, that a nearer view of war and a land tax will oblige 
the great mass of the people to attend. At present, the war- 
hawks talk of Septembensing, deportation, and the examples 
jfor quelling sedition set by tne French Executive. All the 
firmness ofthe human mind is now in a state of requisition." 
It will, no doubt, startle the reader with some surprise to 
discover, that as far back as 1798, the democratic party 
contemplated a secession of some of the Southern States 
from the Uniqn— that the proposition was made to Mr. 
JtfferBon^ and that he instantly frowned it into oblivion, 
and revolted with the just honour of patriotism from the 
suicidal thought. As the recent agitation of the same 
Scheme has given it great importance, the opinions of Mr« 
Jefferson upon this question must excite an interest and 
curiosity, beyond those of any other man-^more especially 
^ h%Hauihoi%ty^(\SA been quoted with such entire confidence 
in favour of the doctrine of Nullification. And here, I 
cannot avoid expressing the delight with which I can again 
behold Mr. Jefi^rson, in the attitude of the patriot and the 
statesman, divested of the contaminating poison of party, 
his great mind self-poised on legitimate principles of con- 
stitutional liberty; and in all the substantial attributes of a 
federalist, ap{>roximating to the purity and grandeur of 
Washington himself. The foUowinc is the letter on the 
subject of State secession, which, with the exception of the 
commencement, relating to Generals Washington and Ha- 
milton, does equal honour to the head and the heart of the 
author of the Declaration of Independence. 

TO JOHN TAYLOR. 

*^' Philadelphia, June 1, 1798, 
<' Mr. New showed me your letter on the subject of the 
patent, which gave me an opportunity of observing what 
you said as to the effect, with you ot public proceedings, 
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and that it was not unwise now to estimate that teparate 
mass of Virginia and North Carolina, with a view to 
THEIR SEPARATE EXISTENCE. It is trae, that we are com* 
pletely under the saddle of Massachusetts and Connecticut, 
and that they ride us very hard, cruelly insulting our feel* 
ings, as well as exhausting our strength and subsistence. 
Their natural friends, the three other eastern States, join 
them from a sort of family pride, and they have the art to 
divide certain other parts of the Union, so as to make use 
of them to govern the whple. This is not new: it is the old 
practice of despots, to use a part of the people to keep the 
rest in order. And those who have once got an ascendancy 
and possessed themselves of all the resources of the nation, 
their revenues and offices, have immense means for retain- 
ing their advantage. But our present situation is not a 
natural one.* The republicans throu^ every part of the 
Union say, tha^t it was the irresistible influence and popu- 
larity of General Washington, played off by the cunning of 
Hamilton, which turned the government over to anti -repub- 
lican hands, or turned the republicans chosen by the people 
into anti-republicans. He delivered it over to his successor 
in this statei and very untoward events since, improved 
with great artifice, have produced on the public mmd the 
impressions we see. But still I repeat it, this is not the 
natural state. Time alone would bring round an order of 
things more correspondent to the sentiments of our consti- 
tuents. But are there no events impending, which will do 
it within a few months? The crisis with England, the pub- 
lic and authentic avowal of sentiments hostile to the leading 
principles of our Constitution, the prospect of a war, in 
which we shall stand alone, land tax, stamp tax, in<» 
crease of public debt, &c. Be this as it may, in every free* 
and deliberating society, there must, from the nature of 
inaii« be opposite parties, and violent dissentiqns and dis^ 
xords; ana <me ot these, for the most part, must prevail 
over the other for a longer or shorter time. Perhaps this 
party division is necessary, to induce each to watch and 
dilate to the people the proceedings of the other. Sut if^ 



♦In respect to party-measureg, such as the mad acts of John 
Adams, certijinly not — ^but in respect to the National Poiict, it cer- 
tainly was, for Mr. Jeflterson, Mr. Ma^on, Mr. Monroe, and J. Q. 
Adams, au continued to practise the saxi hatioital voxict! 
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&n a temporary nuperidrity of the one party ^ the other is to 
re$ori to a scission of the union, no federal govemrfient can 
ever exist. If to rid ourselves of the present rule of Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut^ ws break the union, vnU the 
evil end there? Suppose the New !l$ngland States alone cut 
off, will our natures be changed? Are we not men still to 
the South of that, and with all the passions of men? Im- 
mediately we shall see a Pennsylvania and a Virginia party 
arise in the residaarj< confederacy, and the public mind will 
be distracted with the same party spirit. W hat a game too 
will the one party have in their hands, by eternally threat- 
^ing the other, that unless they do so and so, tiiey will 
join their northern neighbours. If we reduce our Union to 
Virginia and North Carolina, immediately the conflict will 
be established between the representatives of these two 
States, and they will end by breaking into their simple units. 
Seeing, therefore, that an association of men who will not 
quarrel with one another, is a thing which never yet existed, 
from the greatest confederacy of nations, dowi^ to a town 
meeting, or a vestry; seeing that we must have some body 
. to quarrel with, I had rather keep our New England asso- 
ciates for thatpurpose, than to see our bickerings transferred 
to others. They are circumscribed within such narrow 
limits, and their population so full, that their numbers will 
ever be the minority; and they are marked like the Jews, 
with, such a perversity of character, as to constitute, from 
that circumstance, the natural division of our parties. ^ 
little patience, and we shall see the reign of witches' pass 
over, their spells dissolved, and the people recovering their 
true sight, restoring their government to its true principles. 
It is true, that in the mean time, we are suffering deeply in 
spirit, and incurring the horrors of a war, and long oppres- 
sions of enormous public debt. BtU who can say what 

WOULD be the evils OF A SCISSION, AND WHEN AND WHERE 
THEY WOULD END? BeTTER KEEP TOGETHER AS WE ARE, 

haul off from Europe as soon as we can, and from all attach- 
ments to any nart of it; and if they show their power just 
* sufficiently^ to noop us together, it will be the happiest situa- 
tion in which we can exist If the game runs sometimes 
against us at home, we must have patience till luck turns, 
and then we shall have ah opportunity of winning back the 
principles we have lost For this is a game, where princi- 
ples are the stake. Better luck, therefore, to us all,'' &c. 
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This letter is fraught with copious matter for reflections 
and while it presents us with a vague and undefined picture 
of what Mr. Jefferson esteemed as the opposites of republi- 
can principles, it likewise manifests so much coincidence of 
opinion with what we may call the leading features of the 
Trashington policy^ sis to leave a doubt on the mind, to 
which partjr the writer adhered, and which doubt is only 
solved Dy his inveterate and bitter prejudice agidnst the 
New England States, and his unjust sarcasm against 
Washington's populai-ity, and Hamilton's cunning. It is 
conclusive, from this letter, as well as much other testimony 
to be found under the signature of Mr. JelTerson, that he 
created a party distinguished by no essential contrariety of 
principle from that of Washington, and marked by no vital 
diversity of practice^ in order to gratify his envy of that 
towering man, and his vengeance of his powerful and bril- 
liant rival, General Hamilton—- so that when he was pushed 
to the extreme point, he found it hard to tell for what he 
was contending, but that he was not President j and another 
vrasJ I do not now speak of that monstrous fungus of 
tyranny, which John Aaams heaped upon the temple of the 
Washington policy, to break it down with the weight of the 
ALIEN and sEi>iTioN LAWS, and which so justly hurled that 
infatuated man, from the pinnacle of power, into the gulf 
of public perdition and political infamy; but I speak of mat 
anginal and perpetuated policy of Washington, which Mr. 
Jeilerson, when elected to the Presidency was compelled 
finally to adopt^-^which, under his successor, Mr. Madison^ 
became more emphatically confirmed, so that the difference 
between him and Alexander Hamilton totally vanished into 
* thin air,' as no longer to be discemable; and which,«under 
James Monroe^ became the humble imitation of the great 
7EDERAL SYSTEM, in theory, in practice, and in form« 

In a letter of November 26, 17^8, to John Taylor, Mr, 
Jefferson wishes it were possible to procure an an\endment 
of the constitution, * taking from the federal goveniment 
the POWER OF BORROWING.' It is really wonderful that a 
statesman of his sagacity, should have suggested an alter- 
ation In the organic iaw^ which would reduce the Union 
to a non-eombatant in war, and a non-producer in peace! 
It was nothing short of a proposition to dissolve the ^an- 
f^deracy. 

To counterbalance the weakness of this suggestion, he 
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fives US a free and ample definition of his political creed, 
in a letter to Mr. Gerrjr, dated January 26, 1799, from 
which I make the following extract, with that pride which 
a republican admirer of Mr. Jefferson must always feel at 
the annunciation of principles that he reveres, and with 
that pleasure which is always enjoyed at the exaltation of 
the object of our regard. 

** In confutation of these, and all future calumnies, says 
Mr. J. by way of anticipation, I shall make to you a pro- 
fession of my political faith; in confidence that you will 
consider every future imputation X)h me of a contrary com- 
plexion, as bearing on its front the mark of falsehood and 
calumny. 

« I do then, with a sincere zeal, wish an inviolable preser- 
vation of our present federal constitution, according to the 
true sense in which it was adopted by the States, that in 
which it was advocated by its mends, and not that which 
its enemies apprehended, who therefore became its ene- 
mies | and I am opposed to monarchising its features by the 
forms of its administration, with a view to conciliate a first 
transition to a President and Senate for life, and from 
that to an hereditary ^ tenure of these offices^ and thus 
to worm out the elective principle. I am for preserving 
to the States the powers not yielded by them to the 
Union, and to the JLegislature of the Union its constitu- 
tional share in the division of powers; and I am not for 
transferring all the powers of the States to the general 
government, and all those of that government to the Exe- 
cutive branch. I am for a government rigorously frugal and 
simple, applying all the possible savings of the public reve- 
nue to the discharge of tne national debt; and not for a mul- 
tiplication of officers and salaries, merely to make partisans, 
and for increasing, by every device, the public debt, on the 
principle of its being a public blessing. I am for relying for 
internal defence, on our militia solely, till actual invasion, 
and for such a naval force only as may protect our coasts and 
harbours* from such depredations as we have experienced; 



* Mr. JefTersoni when elected President, attempted to cany this 
feature of his policy into practice^ and the g^un-boat system wiU for^ 
ever remain on the page of history, as one of those inevitable abor- 
tions of capricious philosophy, and perverse politics^ which results 
ftom tiie ehimerical spirit of puritanical reform. 
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and not for a standing army in time of peace, which maj 
overawe the public sentiment; nor for a navy, which by its 
own expenses and the eternal wars in which it will impli- 
cate us, will grind us with public burdens, and sink us 
tinder them. 1 am for free commerce with all nations; 
political connection with none; and little or no diplomatic 
establishment. And I am not for linking ourselves by new 
treaties with the quarrels of Europe; entering that field of 
slaughter to preserve their balance, or joining in the con- 
federacy of Kings to war against the principles of liberty. 
I AM FOR FREEDosTof RELIGION, and agoiust (zll manoBUvres 
to bring about the legal ascendancy of one sect over another; 
FOR FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, and agaiust all violations of 
the constitution to silence by force, and not by reason, the 
complaints or criticisms, just or unjust, of our citizens, 
against the conduct of their agents. And I am for en- 
couraging the progressvof science in all its branches; and 
not for raising a hue and cry against the sacred name of 
philosophy, for awing the human mind by stories of rsMir- 
head and bloody bones, to a distrust of its own vision; and 
to repose implicitly on that of others; to go backwards in- 
stead of forwards to look for improvement; to believe that 
government, religion, morality, and every other science 
were in the highest perfection in ages of the darkest igno- 
rance, and that nothing can ever De devised more perfect 
than what was established by our forefather^. To tliese, I 
will add, that I was a sincere well-wisher to the success of 
the French revolution, and still wish it may end in the 
establishment of a free and well ordered reput^Iic, but I 
have not been insensible under the atrocious depredations 
ttiey have committed on our commerce. The nrst object 
of mv heart is my own country. In that is embarked my 
family^ my fortune and my own existence. I have not one 
farthins of interest, nor one fibre of attachment out of it, 
nor a single motive of preference of any one nation to an- 
other, but in proportion as they are more or less friendly 
to us. But, though deeply feeling the injuries of France, 
I did not think war the surest means of redressing them* 
I did believe that a mission, sincerely disposed to preserve 
peace, would obtain for us a peaceable and honourable set- 
tlement and retribution; and 1 appeal to you to say, whether 
this might not have been obtamed, if either of your col- 
leagues had been of the same sentiment with yourself." 
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He concludes, by assuring Mr. Gerry that he differs in no 
opinion from him, having even come to give his approbation 
and sanction to the funding system I 

In a letter to Dr. Rush, of September 23, 1800, he thu^ 
speaks: *they believe that any portion of power confided 
to me will be exerted in opposition to their schemes to 
found a church establishment ! and they believe rightly, 
for I have sworn^ vjton the altar of Croa^ eternal hos- 
tility AGAINST EVER^y FORM OF TYRANNY OVER THE MIND 
OF MAN.' 

We have now arrived at an important era in the life of 
Mr. Jefferson. The gross abuses and usurpations of Mr. 
Adams having caused a revulsion of public sentiment, Mr« 
Jefferson^ as the candidate of the republican party for the 
Presidency, received seventy -three votes, and Mr. Adams, 
the federal candidate sixty -five. Mr* Burr, on the same 
ticket with Jeflfersop, received also seventy -three votes^ 
understandingly, for the Vice Presidency 5 but this equality, 
a^ording to the then clause of the constitution, brou^t 
the election into the House of Representatives; where, on 
the ,thirty»sixth ballot, and amidst unprecedented excite- 
ment, Mr, Jefferson was chosen President, and Colonel 
Burr became Vice President of the United States. 

Mr. Jefferson was accordingly inducted into office on the 
4th of March, 1801 5 and delivered his inaugural address to 
both Houses of Congress. In this celebrated paper, he repeats 
his political creed, as already recited in his letter to Mr. 
Grerry, accompanied by strong exhortations to the contend- 
ing parties, to unite in harmonious efforts for the general 
^od, being all brethren of the same principle; and exclaim* 

mg, *WE ARE all republicans, we are all FEDERAL- 
ISTS 5' he appeared to view the discords of party as vision- 
ary in their objects, and as pernicious in their influence!! 
Whether his want of moral courage led him to thus con- 
ciliate the federal party 1 or whether he now acted from the 
honest consciousness of his heart, that when power was 
obtained, party hostility was no longer necessary, or useful, 
I shall leave to the reader to decide. . The expression gave 
offence to all parties; the democrats thought it destroyed 
their merit; and the federalists deemed themselves insulted 
by the sophistry of a * Jesuit;' nor is it easy to perceive how 
a politician like Mr. Jefferson, who had been contending 
for the preservation of the republic from the jaws of a regjS 
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party, tones in prkicMple ^aiod trakmrsia lAesini, omM so 
suddenly claim to beicaig to the «ame 8<Ao9% fcatornise 
with monarchists and momitcrais,. atnd* denmmceitheiaTidi^ 
-Otts distinctions: of pifftjy.as.inimicatto th'e;na(tiottal safety, 
and derogatory to the \Baticmal''hoiioiir. 

Wiiaterer may have bc«n ihe iasiBoeritvofMr. Jeffer* 
^n's party principles >aateFior to the election, it certainly 
manifestea a ma^nanimons disposition, .as- well as « patri- 
otic spirit, thus.to piioeiaim the truth of a luniformity 6f 
. free principles among- the American people; and to d^vre- 
cat e those feuds and diss^itions . which ; lurose' from, the-un- 
just imputation of 'iiioDarchical Tiews, on: the >one hand, unid 
Jacobinical licentiousness ; on the other. To a philosophic 
mind, such as his undoubtedly was, it wottM appear as the 
climax of absurdity, to continue to wage a war of pr^>oster- 
ous imputations, after the attainment of victory had resulted 
in the calm enjoyment of power, on his part, and the wea- 
ponless subjogaton of his opponents, on 'the other. ^All 
motive for crimination was now removed; the :(>«i/s had got 
in, and the dejected party were too sensibly ppostratea to 
maintiun resistance beyond the point of defeat. To cla- 
mour the old cant, in this state of serene enjoyment of 
. authority, was not only impolitic but impnicticable. The 
criminal career of Mr. Adams had cured itself; and as las 
measures had no foundation in the prine^>les or constitution 
of the country, but violated:boti^ it was but declaring what 
fiicts had proved, that the Smeiiean ptople, who had r«v 
jtcted Mr. Adams, were brethren of the same prineiplt; 
that they were all republicans and all federalists; all 
equally devoted to liberty, aad all firmly, attached to tiie 
IJmiov, the CoKSTiTCTioN, and the Ikdbpknd»noe of the 

United States. 

In a letter to Moses Robinson, of Min*ch £d, ld01» he 
thus expresses his opinions of the two parties, republicans 
and federalists: *' Wh«i our fellow citizens exaimne the 
real princijdes of both ^Mtrties, I think they will find little to 
differ about. I know, indeed, that there are some of their 
leaders who have so committed th^nselves, that mide, if 
no ot^er passion, willjprevent their coalescing. We must 
be easy with them. The eastern states will oe the last to 
come over, on account of the dominion of the clergy, who 
had got a wmell of union between church md state; 4md 
began to indulge reveries^ which can never be realised in the 
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|ii«9cait state of science. If, indeed, they could hftve {Hf^" 
▼ailed on us to TieMr all advances in science as dangerous 

Amovatidns^ and to looklNtck to the opinions and practices 
of omr forefathers, instead of lookins forward for improTe* 
fnent, a promising ground-work would have been laid. But 
I am in nopes their good sense will dictate to them, that, 
since the mountaiil will not come to them, thej had better 

\go to the mountain; that they will find their interegt in 
acnuiescingin the liberty ana science of their country; 
ana that the Christian religion, when divested of the ra^ 
in which they have envele^d it, and brought to the cnrigi- 
nal purity aiid^nmplicity of its benevolent institution, is a 
relinon of all others most friendly to. liberty, science, and 
the freest expansion of the human mind. " 

Mr, Jefferton having now become President, it is a na- 
tural enqary to make, how far he corrected the abuses of 
his predecessor, and in what special olnects hisadministra" 
tion differed from tbat of George Washin^on. These par- 
ticulars) Mr. J. himself, has detailed in aletter to Nainan- 
iel Macon^ 

'XiCVees ar^ done aWay:^-— 6tt^ Jflr. Atadifon revived 
ihtm!**^^ Communications are made by the President to 
Congress by msssaok, instead of being delivered in person; 
and no response is made to the messages.'— « The diplo- 
matic establishment in Etirope will be reduced to three 
ministers. '-**« The compensations to collectors limited by 
act of Congress.'— * The army is* undergmng a chaste re- 
formation.'— * The navy will be reduced to the legal es- 
tablishment.' — • Agencies in every department will be 
revised. '— Eoonomt to be the ord%r of the day. ' 

Important questions of policy in relation to removals and 
<9?potn/wen{*werenowto be settled by the new President. 
He was anxious on the one hand to Aea/ party wounds, and 
harmonize all differences; and on the other, he was still 
more anxious to appoint friends in the place of enemies. 
In this state of mind, he addressed the following letter 

. TO ElDlLinGk OERRT.. 

. Washington, March 29, 1801* 

** My Dear Sir—Your two letters of January the 15th, 

and February the 29th, came safely to hand, and I thank 

you for the history of a transaction which will ever be 

interesting in our affairs. It has been very precisely as I 
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Wd imagined. I thought^ on your return, that if you had 
come forward boldly, and appealed to the public by a. full 
statement, it would have had a great effect in your favour 
personally, and that of the republican cause then oppressed 
almost unto death. But I jud^Mi from a tact of the south- 
ern pulse. I suraect that of the north was different, 4md * 
decided your conduct, and perhapa it has been as well. If 
the revolution of sentiment has been later, it has perhaps * 
been not less sure. At length it has arrived. What with 
the natural current of opinion, which has been setting over 
to us for eighteen months, and the immense impetus which 
was given it from the 11th to the irth of February, we may 
now say that tiie United States^ from New York south- 
wardly, are as unanimous in the principles of '7;6, as they 
were m '76. The only difference is, Wat the leaders who 
remain behind are more numerous and bolder than the apos- 
tles of toryism in '76. The reason is, that we are now justly 
more tolerant than we could safely have been then, circum- 
stanced as we were. Your part of the Union, though as 
absolutely republican as ours, had drunk deqier of the de- 
lusion, and is therefore slowerin recovering from it. The 
sens of government, and the temples of religion and of jus- 
tice, have all been prostituted there, to toll us back to the 
times when we burnt witches. But your people will rise 
again. "^ They will awake like Samson from his sleqi, and 
carry away the gates and posts of the city. You, my friend, 
are destined to rally them again under their former ban*- 
ners, and when called to the post, exercise it with firmness 
4ind with inflexible adherence to your own principles. The 
people will support you, notwithstanding the bowlings ot 
the ravenous crew from whose jaws they are escaping. // 
unll be a great blessing to our country j if we can once more 
restore harmony and social love among its citizens. I con* 
fess, as to mys^f, it is almost tiie first object of my heart, 
and one to which I would sacrifice every ^ng but Fi»ciole. 
With the people I have hopes of effectmfi; it. _But their 
coRYPH^i are incurables. I expect little from them. ' 
*a was not deluded by tiie eulogiums of the public pa- 



^ T^t the reader contnurt this pictuie of the people of New Eii|^ 

JSiit^^&^jiw. Sf Amerfca, and the w^tural opponent, of the 
people of the south. 
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p«i8<iit the first mmmi» of. change^ If thejr could hanre 
coatinued to get all the Ismmandfiahes, thai is, if I woiild 
ha^e gone OTcr t^ thcm» the j would contimic to eoi^iise. 
B»t I well knew that the moment that such reniayalg should 
take pibu^e, as the justice oi the preceding administratiiNt 
oidit to have executed, thar hue and cry would he set up, 
amd thej* woidd take their okl stand. I shall diavegard 
*tlMHi also. Mr. Adams's last appointmcflkts, when he knew 
he was naming, counsellors ana aids for me, and not fer 
himself, I set aside as far .as depends m^ me. Officers who 
haiFebe«Agiultj of^ross abua$B of cffict^ such asmarshails 
pacAsti^ juries, &c» I shall now remove, as mj predecessep 
ought in justice to have donew The instances will be few, . 
9M goven^ed bu strict rule^ not partj passion. The right 
of opi$tion 9hM suffer no inoastanftcm me. Those who 



luuire acted wdil have noiluB^ to fear, however thej way 
have differed from me in opinioiii those who have done ill, 
however^ have netMog to hone; nop shall I fiiil todo j<is«* 
tice,.lestit should be ascribea to that difference of opinion. 
A ooalition of sentiments is not fw the interest of the: 
pnntisrs. They, like the clergy^ live by^ tbe zeal thej caa 
luBdle, and the sdiisms thcj can create. // i$ contest of 
opinion in politics^ as- wUl as religion^ tohieh^makes us take 
great inbsrest in'them^ and bestow our moneu liberally on 
those Ufho furnish aliment to our ametite. The mild and 
simple princidkes of the Ghrisdanphiiesaphj would produce 
toe much calm, too much reffularitj of good, to extract 
from its disciples a sufqport tor a numerous priesthood^ 
were thej not to sophisticate it, ramify it, split it into hairs, 
and twist its teocts^ t&l thej cover the divine meralitj of its 
atidior With mysteries^ and reoaire a priesthood to explaiQ 
them; * The quakers seem to have discovered this. They 
haveno priests, therefeve no sohisms; They- judge of the 
tett by the dictates of common sense and common morality. 
So the printers can never h»re us in a state of perfect rest 
and union of opinion* They* would be no long^ useful,. 

.■ ' I Ml I t ■ ■ ■ ■ .. . I - t I ■ ■ . II 

* If I cux uaderMuid Mr. Jefferaon, he accuses the priesthood of 
a crafty fraud, to extoit a living from the over-heated zeal of in- 
fatuated I5i^tft. Is tMs jtist,' or liberal f He then compares pbtit- 
Tseta ttf/BttisTB^ and dories tbsm valbtlte same crafty fraud! ! l^t 
Hri J; fkfofessed t^espoose the liberty of the press^ and to vindicate 
the^eedont o^ ielif;ioeiopiiiiQiiia!!-^otii of which be h^revioiateB 
and denounces ! Ala» for poor human nature. 
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and would have to go to the plough, "i^ In the fir^t moments 
of quietude which have succeeded the election, they seem 
to Imve aroused their lying faculties beyond their ordinary 
state, to re^agUate the public mind. " 

Three m<mth8 after this, his af^petite for harmony sud^ 
denly changed into a thirst for war, and he thus wrote to 
GMeon Granger, on the 3d of May, 1801 — «« I never 
dreamed that all opposition was to cease. Tlie clergy, who. 
have missed their imion with the State, the ^nfflomen who 
have missed their union with England, and &e political 
adv^dturers who have lost the chance of sunndkng (md 
plunder in the waste of public money, will never pease to 
bawl, on the breaking up of their sanctuary. " 

An important event in the political life of Mr. Jefferson 
now occurred. This was the acquisition of Louisiana, by 
purchase, from France^ to accomplish which object, Mr. 
Monroe was commiss^ned, as minister extraordinary, with 
Chancellor Livingston, to proceed to Paris, and negociate 
for the cession. The,followin^ letter to General Gates, who, 
being the enemy of Washington naturally became the 
friend of Jefferson, will display the feelings and view9 of 
the latter upon this occasion, 

TO GENEAAL GATES. 

WASHnroTOir, July 11, 1803. 
^* Dear General-**! accept with pleasure, and with plea- 
sure reciprocate your congratulations on the acquisition of 
Z/Ouisianaf for it is a subject of mutual congratulation, as 
it interests every man of the nation. The territory ac* 
quired, as it includes all the waters of tiie Missouri and 
Mississippi, has more than doubled the area of the United 
States, and the new part is not inferior to the old in soil, 
climate, productions, and important communications. If 
our legisUture dispose of it with the wisdom we have a 
ri^t to expect, they may make it the means of tempting all 
our Indians, on the east side of the Mississippi, to remove 
- ■ ' ■■....■■-/ . . ■'■ 

• Would Mr. J. have ventured on thig proscription of the freedom 
of the ptess prior to hia election? We think not. He only hM^ 
the means by which he rose to power, when he felt himself no longer 
in need of its asfflftano«i— a Uttleness of soul which we would banUy 
expect to find in one of hit enlfurged powers of intellect. But peri, 
haps his hatred against the press was excited by its prostitution to 
ignorant mechaiu<?s, and iU utter destitution of science, gewus 9m 
literature? „ ^ 
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t»rtife «MJ#, and^of coiuiewiiig^ iin^ead of scaittmiigv ^i* 
iiopvliKtiim^ I) find ew oppcHUtioa i» very willine to pimok 
iisiiil^^i^ from Monroe; althosgh-iBot food of ^oung them 
into Lmngston's coat- The tniih is, bothb&Te a jnstpor- 
ticrn'of mcoit; and iv^r»it ner^sdiirf, or proper, it i^ould be 
fikkema ^at each ha» rendered '- peculiar services. '' 

iniamother letter, to Judge Breekenridge, he thus fc^ows 

2>his«idea8 of exultatiott at this bright acbierement^of his 
ninistration:-— ^Objections are raising to the eastward 
against the vaist extent of our boundaries^ and pr(^)ositioii8 
ar&'nuide to exctonge Louisiana/ or a nart of it, for the 
Flondas. Bat, as I have said^ we ^all get the Ftoridas 
without, and 1 would, noti give one inch of the waters of 
tile MisaisB^i to an J nation; because I see, in a light very 
impMrtant to our peace, the exelosive right to its nariga* 
t!on, and 1^tt> admssion o^ no nation into it, but as into the 
lV>tOiBao or Delaware^ with our consent, and under oor 
|»olice* These fedevalf sts see in this acquisition the forma- 
tion of a new confederacy, embracing all the waters of the 
Mississippi^ on botfc stdesof it, and a separation of its east- 
em waters from ua.?^ 

One of the most efficient virtues*, as well as chief beauties 
of the character of Mr. JeffisrsoSj consiated in the simplicity 
of htanind, that influenoed him to avoid ostentation, pomp, 
ceremony, and vain, oamde, and inclined him to give a pre- 
ference to every nwit of pearforming an action, which com- 
tttned the greatest oonvenieace; and avoided the least dts- 
jday; An ajqalication having be«n made to him by some of 
the citix^s of Boston, m August^ 1803; to ascertain the 
date of his birth, in ord»r to cetebraie his birth-day , he de- 
clined to oommmiieMte the information in a letter to Levi 
Lincok^i coucched.in the following word^: ** With respect to 
the day on wMch they wish to fix their anniversary, they 
may be told, that disapproving myself of transferring tlie 
honours and veaenfition for the great birth-day of otir republic 
to any individual, or of dividing them with individuals, / 
have declined letting my oum birth-day be knoumy and have 
^g^ed my family not to eommunicate it. This has been, 
the^imyhrmamumr tQevery.e^cati0HQfthekind,^^ 

Here webeholdiasaerifiee oi personal vanity to rm»^ 
ciPLB, which 19 worthTt)f wnquaHfted praise and admirationi 
7 S.XX, ^^^ examples in histoir, and wMcb Is apt to be 
too little appreciated by the people. 
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_Hi» Constitutional i»tegrity was equally strikiiig. In a 
letter to Wilscm C. Nicholas, he resisted all argameats to 
induce him to acquiesce in the c&ntftruetionoftkeCwi^itu- 
turn, in order to bring Louisiaaiar into the Union, coBtrary' 
to hi» idea of {»t>cunng a special grant of power from the 
States, for that purpose* He sajs, ^^ When an iofstniment 
admits two constructions) the one safe, the other danseronsf 
the one precise, the other indefinite, I prefer that iindch i» 
safe and predse. I had rather ask AuemargementofpotMr 
/ram the na^itm, where it' is found necessary, than to atnmie 
it by a con8tru<^ie9i which wovld make^mr p^ufwa bmmd^ 
less. 0«r peculifUT' security is in the peesession. of a wiiltM 
Constitutimi. Let«s imtrrmkt it ctmankpdmer byemutnte^ 
tvsn* I say the same as to the opinions of those who con- 
sider iiie grant of the treaty makings power a« beuvdl^ss. 19 
it is, then we-hanre no GotistitutieB. If it has bounda, iiier 
ean be no ethers than ^ definitions of the powiers . whicn 
that inatrument gives. It specifies and dd[ineste» theepe* 
rations permitted to the federal goremment,'' &c. '^I 
confess, then, I think it important, in the> psesent case, to 
set an example ag«nst ^ro^K^'con^^rwc^i^n, by appealing for 
new power to the people." 

In a note to Mr. Gkllatinvdirectin^ anon -interference in 
the choice of directors for the Bnmmes of th& Bcmikofthe 
United Stittes^ Mr. Jefferson expresses himself in the fol- 
lowing manner: <^From apass^ein tiierletter of the Pre» 
stdeilt fof the Bank,] I observe an idea of establishihr a 
branch Dank of the United States in New Orleans. 7%i«' 
instituHon i« one of the most deadly hosiilitif eooisting 
agaimt the prindples andfonn of owr Constitmtian* The 
nation ia, at this time, so strong and united in its sentiments, 
that it cannot be shaken at this moment. But suppose a 
series of untoward event» should o^cur, ««fficieirt to bring 
into doubt the competency of a repuiiiican government to 
meet a criais of great danger, or. to unhinge the confidence 
of the people in. the public functionams; an institutiott Hker 
this, penetrating by its branches every part of the Unionv 
aeting by command and in phalanx, may, in a oritical mv-' 
menty upset the government. I deem no government: safe 
which is under the vassala^ of any self'-constitnted autho* 
lities^ or any other ajuthontythan^t^tof tiie nation, mi^t 
regular fiincttonariilB^ What an obstmistioli could not iHium 
bwikr of the United States,, witk^all its Jvanch banks,, be in 
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time of war? It mi^t dictate to us the peace we should - 
accept, or withdraw its aids? Ought we, then, to give fur^' 
ther growth to an institution so powerful, so hostile? That 
it is so hostile we knoWf\fir$t, from a knowledge of the 
principle of the persons composing the body of directors in 
everr oank, principal, or branch, and those of most of the 
stocKholders: second, from their opposition to the measures 
and principles of the government, and to the election of 
those friendly to them; and third, from the sentim^nts of 
the newspapers they support. Now, while we are strcmff, 
it is the greatest duty we owe to -the safety t>f our Consti-^ 
tution, to bring this powerful enemy to a perfect sulifordina* 
tton under its authorities. The first measure ."^cmld be to 
reduce them to an equal footing only with other banks, as 
to the favours oi the government. But, in order to be able 
to meet a general combination of the banks against us, in a 
critical emergency, could we not make a beginnins towards 
an independent use of our own money towards holding our 
own bank in all the deposits where it is received, and let^ 
ting the treasurer give his draft or note, for payment at an^ 
particular place, which, in a well cimducted government, 
ought to have as much credit as any private draft, or bank 
note, or bill, and would eive us the same facilities which 
we derive from the banks?'' 

His first term having nearly expired, Mr. Jeffisrson was 
a^n placed in nomination for a second period, and re^ 
electea by an increased majority* In a letter to Mr. Gerry 
upon this subject, he expresses his feelings in the following 
terms: ^*I sincerely r^et that the unbounded calumnies 
of the federal party have obliged me to throw myself on the 
verdict of my eauntry for trial, my great desire having been 
to retire at the end of the present term, to a life or tran« 
quillity; and it was my decided purpose when I entered into 
oflBice. They force my continuance. If we can keep the 
vessel of State as steadily in her course for another fouf^ 
years, my earthly purposes will be accomplished, and I 
shall be free to enjoy, as you are doing, my family, my 
farm, and my books.'' When it is considered that Mr. 
Jefferson was a zealous and primitive dissenter from the 
unlimited re«eligibility of tlie executive $ and that he 
espoused with ardour short terms of office, and had origin 
nally intended to hold the office but fo0lr years, it mu^tlie 
deeply lam^ted, that he suffered tb« olamour of enemies to 
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divert hiiHi from estabHshing o, precedent of so much vital con- 
sequence to the purit J ana duration of our free institutions* 
The reasons he adduces for this dereliction are such as 
nmht with equ!al force be alleged for a continuance in the 
office for life. How much of real glorv he lost, bj missing 
this opportundt^rof putting the seal of sincerity, and the test 
of consistencj on ms original professions^ can only be esti- 
mated by a full and just ccmsideration of the difficulty 
attending the sacrifice of ambition to principle; of resistiiig 
the temptation of personal vanity, for the enduring future* 
apflansB' of mankind. Had he new retired, how perfect 
would have been his fame? How transcendent his patri- 
otism ! how pure his democracy ! how dazzling the lustre of 
his renown! 

In the spring of 1804,^ he suffered a heavy bepeavement' 
in the d^aoi of one of his daugh^ters, Mrs. Eppes,^ which' 
caused him mvch affiiction. On this melancholy occasion, 
Mrs. Joka Adams^ the wife of the Ex-PreMdent ofi ihsJi 
name, asbdressed htm a letter of condolence, to which hier 
responded in a spirit of cordiality and reconciliation with 
her husband:: and winch correspondence waS' afta-waisb 
continued, until it ended in a. renewal of friendly ooamUr- 
nications with Mr. Adams liimself. In his letters to Mrs. 
Adams, he entered fully into an explanation of'all hss con- 
duct and measures, diselakning all unfriendly feelings to- 
wards the Ex-President; making a full acknowle^mcaitc^ 
his integrity of purpose^ and reaving their' long estran^e- 
nxent to mere^rfa^^ence ofopinionl Upon this subject, it 
is worth while'to quote a passage from oneof Septembw 11, 
1804. «< Both of our political parties, at least die honest 
part of them, etgree conseientioushf in the same object^ the 
PUBLIC good; but they diiT^ essentially in what therdeent 
the means of promoting 'that good." Thus concedfing to 
Mr. Adams, what he had so often denied, integrity and 
patriotism! 

Devoted to science, and at all times intent on improver 
m^ents-in literature and knowledge, as well as politics and 
government, Mr. Jefferson now projected the ^spediiion 
of Lewis and Clarke to the Columbia river, for the pur- 
pose of exploring and ascertaining the geography, natural 
history, climate, riches, resource^, and peculiarities of the 
new purchase of the Territory of Lomsiancu 

A. schism among the more rigid repuUioans having oc- 
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curred in the parij, Mr. Jefferpon addressed a letter of 
vindication to Mr. Duane» dated March 22, 1806. John 
Randolph had raised the banner of opposition, under the 
plea of dereliction from the true faiui. In his letter to 
Daane, Mr. Jefferson says: ^^ In the first place, then, I have 
had less communication, directly, or indirectly, with the 
republicans of ike East thb session, than I ever had before. 
This ^as proceeded from accidental circumstances, not 
from design. And if there be any coolness between those 
of the Sonth and myself, it has not been from me towards 
them. That Mr, R. has openly attacked the administration 
is sufficiently known. We were not disposed to join the 
league with Britain, under any belief that she b fitting for 
the liberties of mankind, and to enter into war with Spain, 
and consequently France. The House of Representatives 
were in the same sentiment, when they rejected Mr. R's 
resolutions for raising a body of r^ular troops for the 
western service. We are for a peaceable accommodation 
with all those nations, if it can be effected honourably « 
This, perhaps, is not the only ground of his alienation; but 
which side retains its orthodoxy, the vote of dghty^seven 
ie eleven republicans, may satisfy you« 

Another charge was discord in the cabinet. Mr. J. afr 
firms that there existed perfect harmony. 

Another was*-** that there was an ostensible cabinet and 
a concealed one;' which Mr. J. denied!! 

Another, that he had denounced rqniblicans ^s jacobins^ 
And that he wouU appoint none but moderates to office, 
of both partis! . This he pronounced false and unfounded. 

Anotner, that he patronised the expedition of Miranda! 
which he also pronounced false; yetadds--^*To know as 
much of it as we could was our duty, but not to encourage it, '* 

• The practice of men elepted in virtue of party laolence, of throw* 
ing themselves into the arms of moderate men of both parties, as an 
atonement for their aggressions, and to conciliate their former op- 
ponents, is one of those truts of depraved policy, whieh the unprin- 
cipled and profligate politicians of all ages and countries, have acted 
on with impunity to themselves, and apparently without instructing 
the people in the wisdom of moderation, when espousing the cause 
of the hypocritical demagogues in whos^ behalf they are always so 
eager to enlist themselves. It was an indigpnant repudiation of such 
baseness which prompted Mr. Jefferson to reply to the letter of Duane^ 
for, however he might have possessed thosepolitic views which mo« 
dukte the tone oi the skilful statesman, on critical occasions, Bfr. 
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On the 4th of May, I8O69 he addressed a Ions letter to 
Mr. Monroe on the subject, in which he seyerely denounces 
John Rardolph for having abandoned the partj; thatgen** 
tleman being a friend of Mr. Monroe, whom Mr. Jefferson 
conjures to cast him off. 

The next important event of Jefferson's administration 
was the explosion of the conspiracy of Aaron Budr. In 
a letter to Mr. Bowdoin, of April S, 1807, he thus Speaks 
of this extraordinary events*-** No better proof of the good 
faith of the United States^could have been given, than the 
vigour witli which we have acted, and the expense incurred, 
in suppressing the enterprize meditated lately by Burr, 
a^nst Mexico. Althougti, at first, he proposed a separa- 
tion of the western country, and on that ground received 
encouragement and aid iron! Yrujo, according to the usual 
spirit of his government towards us, yet he very early saw 
that the fidelity of the western country was not to be 
shaken, and turned himself wholly towards Mexico. And 
so popular is an enterprise on that country, in this, that we 
had Qnly to lie still, and he would have had followers 
enough to have been in the city of Mexico in six weeks. 



Jefferson was never known to prove treacherous to his friends, 6r 
fiuthless to his adherents: and if he sometimes held out the hand of 
"fellowship to the moderate men, of the federal party, it was rather 
with a view to conciliate them into his support, than to reward them 
witii fkvourS) or to advance them over the heads of his ancient and 
tried friends. In par^. fidelity, he never stopped half-way, or left 
bis open and avowed friends, to sneak into comers, a^d hold intrigue 
with the moderators, who content themselves with whispering cen- 
sure, and nodding and shaking the head, as a means of secret assas- 
sination, against those bold and fearless spirits^ whose virtues they are 
too depraved to envy, and whose Udents they are too stupid to ap- 
preciate. Party fideHty was a laudable trait in the character of Mr. 
Jefferson; and sJthough he lived at a critical time, when the popular 
delusion of party receded before the daily demonstration of &ct8y 
that Presidents must be Presidents, no matter from what party they 
are elected; yet he maintained his republican integ^ty more than any 
other of his successors, who made party distinctions the cause of 
ezcluidve merit in their candidateslup. He lived to see and to hear 
the federal party loud in his pnase^ and warm in his support; and yet 
never returned the compliment by patronage or encomiums. They 
were sincere and consistent, because they admired him for having 
finally embraced all the measures of federal policjr; and he was hpnest, 
because he remained true to those who had originally sostained him 
throiigfathe storm and tempeit of the conflict. 
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Yon have doubtless seen my several joemagea to Coneress, 
which ^ve a faithful narrative of that coQspiracj. Barr, 
himseU, after being disarmed, by oar eodeavoun^ of all 
bis followers, escaped from the custody of the court of Mis- 
sissippi, but was taken near Fort Stoddart, makki^his way 
to Mobile, by some country people, who broaght him on as 
a prisoner to Richmond, wliere he is now under a course for 
tnal." 

Mr. Jefferson's eagerness to procure the infliction of 
punishment on Burr, for treason^ is not'exactly consistent 
with his own belief, that the obfeet of Burr was Mexico, 
acid not the dismemberment of the western States from the 
Union. In the progress of this trial, Mr. Jefferson sufered 
•himself to become highly excited against Chitf Ju9tiee 
J^rshaU; and the Supreme Court, and the federalists^ 
whom he accused of <an intention to shelter and protect 
Burri but without any shadow of proof, or even probability. 
Mr. Jefferson, while he disclaimed all hatred of Burr, 
acknowledged that he hod always cherished a prejudice 
against him; but there is no reason to believe that private 
•enmity stimulated hinv to any additional zeal to prosecute 
this guilty man, when hl'&jnjudic.duty furnished such abun- 
dant motive to uree him to an assiduous prosecution of this 
mysterious and oaring conspiracy, its actors, .agents and 
instruments. In one of his letters to George Hay, he, calls 
iBurr an « impudent fedtral buU-dog, ' 

Having been invited by some officious and flattering 
friends, to undertake ttpilgrimn^ of popularity^ -^nm^ the 
Eastern States, Mr. Jefferson wtth that genuine and unaf- 
fected simplicity that at all times distinguished Inm from 
inferior men, and that true sense of personal ^dignity which 
revolts from being made a ^ public apectade'i ^r the cnrii- 
ous to gaze at, positively declined the offer. He says, '* I 
confess that I am not reconciled to the idea of a chief- ma- 
gistrate parading Aiwscjrthrough the several States, as an 
object of public gaze, and in quest of an applause which, to 
be valuable, should be purely voluntary. I had ntther oe- 
quire Hlent good will by a faithful (Mscharge of myduties, 
than any expressions of it to my putting myself in the way 
of receiving them. As I have never jret seen the time ^hcn 
the public business would have permitted me to be so long 
in a situation in which I could not carry it on, so I have no 
jreason to expect that^suchia time will o<Hn&wliiletIf«eflaMii 
in office." 
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This is a severe satire on the practice of his successord 
who found inOre time to travel^ the more the mUic business 
increased upon their hands! A sure proof that ik^ wa «f 
our pubhc virtue hjus nearly passed away; and that the vir- 
tues of the men of the revolution, are not to be found in the 
breasts of their descendants. 

A similar display of republican heroism he also made, of» 
the subject of an application made to him, to appoint a day 
of fasting and prayer. In answer to ^is req ue^, he ob- 
served: *-I consider the government of the United States 
as interdicted by the Constitution from intermeddling with 
religious institutions, their doctrines^ disd^ine or exercises. 
This results not only from the provision that no law shall be 
made respecting the establishment or free exercise of reli- 
gion, but from that also which reserves to the States the 
powers not delegated to the United States. Certainly no 
power to prescribe any reli^ous exercise, or to assume 
authority in religious discipline, has been delegated to the 
eeneral government. It must then rest with the States, as 
far as it can be in any human authority. But it is only 
proposed that I should recommend, not prescribe, a day of 
fasting and prayer; that is, that I should tWirec% assume 
to the United States an' authority over religious exercises, 
which the Constitution has directly precluded them from* 
It must be meant, too, to be sanctioned by some penalty on 
those who disregard it; not indeed of fine and imprisonment, 
but of some degree of proscription, perhaps in public opi- 
nion. And does the change in the nature of the penat^ 
make the recou\mendation the less a law of conduct for 
those to whom it is directed? I do not believe it is for the 
interest of relimon to invite the civil magistrate to direct its 
exercises, its discipline, or its doctrines;v nw of the reli- 
^ous societies, that the general government should be in- 
vested with the power ot effecting any uniformity of time 
or matter among them. Fasting and prayer are religious 
exercises; the enjoining them an act of discipline. Every 
religious society has a right to determine for itself the times 
lor these exercises, and uie objects proper for them accord- 
ing to their own particular tenets; and this right cjui never 
be safer than in their own lumds, where the Constitution 
lias deposited it.'' 

The operation of the Berlin and Milan Decrees on the part 
flf France, and of the Orders of Council an the part of Great 

A a 
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Britain, now began to be felt as serious aggressions on the 
commerce and revenue of the United States. The licen- 
tious and preposterous doctrines of blockadefi proclaimed bj 
France, apd the retaliation of so monstrous a violation of 
'the laws of nations, bj England, soon inflicted the most fatal 
wounds upon neutral commerce) insulting and degrading the 
national character, at the same time that it cut up~ its re- 
sources, plundered its wealth, and mutilated its marine: for 
impressment was added to robbery and confiscation, our flag 
bemg unable to protect the persons of our citizens from the 
power of insolent England, or secure their property from 
the rapacity of libertine France. Unhappily for this coun^ 
try fltnd its national character, the feuds engendered by the 
collisions between those two countries amon^ our citizens, 
during the French revolution, had enlisted the democratic 
and federal parties under the banners of the two European 
belligerents. It was known that Mr. Jefierson was partial 
to France and hated England; and as he always preferred 
peace to war, a disposition to negociate for a redress of 
wrongs of this heinous character, was construed by some 
into a pusillanimous submission to the despotism of France^ 
and by the adverse party, into a degrading acquiescence in 
the wrongs of England. The democrats called for a war 
with Great Britain; the federalists, and those who opposed 
French tyranny, called for a war against France. Mr. 
Jefferson desired peace, and disregarding the clamours of 
both, proceeded to negociation. In a letter to Lafayette in 
1807, he thus pictures our distressful and embarrassing 
situation:-— -« I enclose you a ]^roclamation, which will show 
you the critical footing on which we stand at present with 
England. Never since the battle of Lexington, have I seen 
this country in such a state of exasperation as at present. 
And even tliat did not produce such unanimity. The fe- 
deralists themselves coalesce with us as to the object, 
although they will return to their old trade of condemning 
every step we take towards obtaining it. « Reparation for 
the past, and security for the future,* is our motto. Whe- 
ther these will be yielded freely, or will require resort to 
non«tntercourse, or to war, is yet to be seen. We have 
actually near two thousand men in the field, covering the 
exposed parts of the coast and cutting off supplies from the 
British vessels. '* 
The attack, at once wanton, cowardly, and insulting, 
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made on the frigate Chesapeake^by the British admiral; the 
Non-Importation Act; and finally, the Embargo — all pre- 
monished of a state of approaching hostilities: for, without 
disj^lajing strength, they manifested weakness, as well as ^ 
timidity, and exhibited a temper more disposed to endure 
insultj than redress wrong. At the same time, the violation 
of the laws of nations committed by France against neutral 
commerce^ not being resented by the United States, Eng* 
land issued a retaliatory order of Council, prohibiting all 
commerce between America and the ports of her' enemies in 
Europe, unless the merchandise was first landed in Eng- 
land, and the duties paid for re-exportation. The effect was 
total ruin to American commerce, which must thus become 
the certain prey, to one or the other of the belligerent 
powers. To save us from this gulf of ruin, Mr. Jefferson 
recommended, and Congress passed on the 22d December, 
1807, an embargo law. .- ; 

This was the last important act of^Mr. Jefferson^s politic 
cal-life.r.: His administration was now drawing to a close, 
^fterifofty years of public service, and twenty of party tur- 
moil* He had now attained the a^e of sixty-Jive^ and if thQ 
enjoyment of power had not produced satiety, the charms 
of r^tirament must at least have promised the delight of 
novelty. IJis annual messa^ to Congress this year, 1808, 
spoke of this event in a strain of unanected modesty, die- 
nified feeling, and patriotic eloquence ev($ry way creditable 
to his head and his tieart ^< Availing myself of this, the 
last occasion which will occur of addressing the two houses 
of the Le^slature at their meeting, I cannot omit the ex-, 
pression of my sincere gratitude for the repeated proofs of 
confidence manifested to me by themselves and their prede- 
cessors, since my call to the administration, ;^d«:1^ many 
indulgenc^es experienced a^heir hands.' The- siafne grateful 
acknowledgments are due to my fellow citizens generally, 
whose support has been my great encouragement under all 
embarrassments. In the transaction of their business I can* 
not have escaped error— -it is incident to our imperfect 
nature. But I may say with truth my errors have been pf 
the understanding, not of intention, and that the advance- 
ment of their rights and interests has been the constant 
motive for every measure. On these considerations I solicit 
their indulsence. Looking forward with anxiety to their 
future' destinies, I trust, that in their steady chaiTivCter, ui^a 
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^aken bj difficulties, in their love of liberty, obedience to 
law, and support of public authorities, I see a sure guarantee 
of tiie permanenee of our republic; and retiring from the 
charge of their affairs, I carry with* me the consolation of a 
ftrm persuasion, that Heaven has in store for our beloved 
country, long ages to come of prosperitjand happiness. " 

No administration of any President of the United States, 
has been so frequently, and so severely criticised as that of 
Mr. Jefferson; and it has received from his friends encomi- 
ums as extravagant, as it has from his opponents, censures 
unmeasured, bitter and unqualified. The truth, no doubt, 
lies between the reprobation of the one, and the flattery of 
the other. He tried to the fullest extent, the experiment of 
his oum policy, and failed — signally and ingloriously failed. 
His anH-naval system exploded itself in the paierilityof the 
^n-boat system; and his Chinese policy, or as it was sarcas- 
tically termed the * terrapin policy ^^ of withdrawing from 
all FOREIGN caMMEROE— of bccomiug producers without 
being earporfer^— fell, not less emphatically, and exploded 
in its own delusions. On other points, however, he esta* 
blished salutary precedents; especially in the articles of 
economy; a limited diplomatic list; and an accelerated 
extinguishment of the public debt. At th« sAmA tixnA, iko 
Repuolic suffered indignities and disgrace, without atone- 
ment, that it had never before endured; among which was 
the attack an the Chesapeake; and the insults and pillase 
of Nimoleon, on our commerce; to avoid which partial evil, 
Mr. Jefferson unwisely resorted to its prostration by our- 
sdves, in preference to its plunder by the French. His 
natural want of coura|^, moral as well as physical, neces- 
sarily led to this suicidal policy. Still his administration, 
on tne whole, was creditable and prosperous-— and, though 
we wef'e neither respected abroad, nor contented at home, 
yet we were prosperous and happy— the Union was secure 
and firm-^he States, with the exception of those of New 
>^ England, were ^uiet; and the Treasury was full. In what 
light his administration was viewed by hi« native State, 
vnder the influence of enthusiastic admiration, will appear 
from the following > Farewell Address' to him, wnich 
was ttgceed to by both houses of the Virginia Legislature, 
February 7, 1809. 

*« Sir,— .The General Assemblv of your native State can- 
mJt close their session, without acknowledging your seirvicea 
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in the office which you are just about to lay down, and bid- 
ding you a respectful and affectionate farewell. 

** We have to thank jou for the model of an administra- 
tion conducted on the purest principles of republicanism! 
for pomp and state laid aside^ patronage discarded; internal 
taxes abolished; a host of superfluous officers disbanded; 
the monarchic maxim, ' that a national debt is a national 
blessing,' renounced, and more than thirty-threb mil- 
lions of our debt discharged; the native right to nearly one 
hundred millions of acres of our nationsd domain extin- 
guished; and without the guilt, or calamities of conquest, a 
vast and fertile region added to our country, far more ex- 
tensive than her original possessions, bringing along with 
it the Mississippi and the port of Orleans, the trade of the 
west to the Pacific ocean, and in the intrinsic value of the 
Iknd itself, a source of permanent and almost inexhaustible 
revenue. These are points in your administration which 
the historian will not fail to seize, to expand, and teach 
posterity to dwell upon with delight. Nor will he forget our 
peace with the civilised world, preserved through a season 
of uncommon difficulty and trial; the good-will cultivated 
with the unfortunate aborigines of our country, and the 
civilisation humanely extended among them; the lesson 
taught the inhabitajits of the coast of Barbary , that we have 
the means of chastising their piratical encroachments, and 
awing them into justice; and that theme, on which above 
all, the historic genius will hang with rapture, the liberty 
of speech and of the press preserved inviolate, without 
which genius and science are given to man in vain. 

In the principles on which you have administered the 
government, we see only the continuation and maturity of 
the same virtues and abilities, which drew upon you in your 
youth the resentment of Dunmore. From the first brilliant 
and happy moment of your resistance to foreign tyranny, 
until the present day, we mark with pleasure and with gra- 
titude the same uniform, consistent character, the same 
warm and devoted attachment to liberty and the republic, 
the same Roman love of your country, her rights, her 
peace, her honour, her prosperity. How blessed will be the 
retirement into which you are about to eo! How deservedly 
Wessed will it be! For you carry with you the richest of 
»J) r^wftrds, the recollection of a life well spent in the »er- 

Aa 2 ) 
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rice df To«r eountry, and proofs the most decisive of the 
love, the gratitude, the veneration of yonr countrymen.'' 

In a letter to a IHend, he thus mctures his return to 
Private Kfe : — " Within a few days 1 retire to my family, 
*iy books mA fu-ms; and havins eatned the harbour myself, 
I sl»ai look on my friends still buffeting the storm, with 
anxiety, indeed, but not with envy. Never did a prisoner, 
released from his chains, feel such relief as I shall on shak- 
ing off* the shackles of power. Nature intended me for the 
tranquil pursuits of science, by rendering them my supreme 
delist. But the enormities of the times in which I have 
livwl, have forced me to take a part in resisting them,* and 
to commit myself on the boisterous ocean of political pas-* 
sionai I thank God for the opportunity of retiring from 
them without censure, and cwrying with me the most con- 
soling proofs of public approbation." 

*He retired to iHonticello, about the middle of March, 
18095 and rives the following account of his journey >—*< I 
had a very tatiguing journey, having found the roads exces- 
«vely baa, although I have seen them worse. The last three 
days I found it better to be on horseback, and travelled 
eight hours through as di^s^eeable a snoW'Storm as I was 
ever in. Feeling no inconvenience from the expedition 
but fatigue, I have more confidence in my vis vitss than I 
had before entertained. The spring is remarkably back- 
ward." Having been welcomed home by the citizens of 
his county, he addressed them in the following strain of 
pious affection:—- 

** Returning to the scenes of my birth and early life, to 
the society of those with whom I was raised, and who have 
been ever dear to me, I receive, fellow citizens and neigh- 
bours, with inexpressible pleasure, the cordial welcome you 
are so good as to give me. Long absent on duties which 
the history of a wonderful era made incumbent on those 
called to them, the pomp, the turmoil, the bustle and splen- 
dour of office, have drawn but deeper sighs for the tranquil 
and irresponsible occupations of private life, for the enjoy- 
ment of an affectionate intercourse with you, my neigh- 

. ' ' ■ ■ 'a — : • • 

^ * There is an obvious efror here. "Mr, Je^Terson having commenced 
his political career before the revolution, and continued it throug^h 
t|ie administration of George Washingrton, trhich presented no enor* 
mities. The enormities began in 1792-3, with the French Revolution, 
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boars and fnends, and the endearments of family love» 
which nature has giren us all, as the sweetener of every 
hour. ' For these I gla,dly lay down the distressing burden 
of power, and seek, with my fellow citizens, repose and 
safety under the watchful cares, the labours and perplexi- 
ties of younger and abler minds. The anxieties you exjH-ess 
to administer 'to my happiness, do, of themselves, confer 
that happiness^ and the measure will be complete, if my 
endeavours to fulfil my duties in the several public stations 
to which I have been called, have obtained for me the ap- 
probation of my country. The part which I have acted on- 
the theatre of public life, has been before themi and to their 
sentence I submit it: but the testimony of my native coun- 
ty, of the individuals who have known me in private life, 
to my conduct in its various duties and relations, is the 
more grateful, as proceeding from eye witnesses and ob- 
servers—from triers of the vicinage. Of you, then, my neigh- 
bours, I may ask in the face of the world, ^ whose ox have I 
taken, or whom have I defrauded? Whom have I oppressed, 
or of whose hand have I received a bribe to blind nune eyes 
therewith?' On your verdict I rest with conscious security. 
Your wishes for my happiness are received with just sensi- 
bility, and I offer sincere prayers for your own welfare and 
prosperity. " 

In this letter to his neighbours, we behold what may be 
considered as an official induction into the pursuits and 
enjoyments of private life; and certainfy few men who have 
occupied the lofty stations of supreme power, have ever 
been better qualified to adorn with usefulness, or enjoy 
with reason, the calm avocations of a planter, a citizen, and 
a gentleman. Being a practical, as well as a theoretical 
farmer, his knowledge and skill admirably qualified him for 
the profitable cultivation of his estate. Deeply embued with 
a fine literary taste, profoundly versed in tne sciences, and 
a complete master of mathematics, as well as an erudite 
Greek scholar, besides being conversant with most of the 
ancient and modem languages, he combined resources for 
an elegant liter&ry retirement, seldom equalled, and never 
surpassed. His correspon4ence, too, of a literary, scientific, 
political, and friendly character, was diffused throughout 
every civilised country of Europe, as well as America« An 
object of rational cunosity to iul strangers of distinction, 
and a fountain of literary refreshment to all travelling lite^ 
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rati, his mansion of course, soon attracted successive crowds 
of Americans, and foreigners, to enliven his retirement, 
and tax his hospitality: so that the Ex-Pre»dent 6f the 
United States, in his residence at Monticello, appeared ra- 
ther to have acquired splendour^ eclat, and followers, bj 
his retirement, than to have sunk from a state of public 
magnificence to a condition of private obscurity. ' Such is 
the force of intrinsic merit over the adventitious and tran- 
sient glare of external greatness* The Presidency could 
add nothing to the inherent greatness of Jefferson, but the 
genius of Jefferson ennobled with lustre the chair that had 
been consecrated to renown, by the virtues and greatness 
of Washington. 

Mr. Jefferson now occupied his leisure in the pursuits to 
which I have just alluded :— -the management of his farm&— * 
the comfort of his ^est^^-the demands of his correspondents 
-—the novelties of science — ^the beauties of literature — and 
the free dispensation of advice and patronage to all useful 
enterprises, or learned experiments; never forgetting liis 
darling pasHan of politics, to which he always recurred with 
delight, and in which he excelled to such perfection. 

In a letter to a friend, he thus describes the employment 
of his time:-^^^ My mornings are devoted to correspon- 
dence. From breakfast to dinner I am in my shops,* my 
garden, or on horseback among my farms ; from dinner to 
dark I give to society and recreation with my neighbours 
and friends; and froih candle-light to early bed -time, I read. 
My health is perfect, and my strength considerably rein- 
forced by the activity of the course 1 pursue; perhaps it is 
as great as usually falls to the lot of men sixty -seven years 
of age. I talk of ploughs and harrows, seeding and har- 
vesting, with my neighbours, and of politics too, if they 
choose, with as little reserve as the rest of my fellow citi- 
zens, and feel, at length, the blessing of bein^ free to say 
jmd do what I please, without bein^ responsible for it to 
any mortal. A part of my occupation, and by no means 
the least pleasing, is the direction of the stucues of such 



* He WAS always devotedly fond of mechanics, and work^ Kke ft 
.journeyman in what he called his shops; constructing rarioup alleles 
of utility, or decoration, for his &rm, his house, or his chaQtiber^ bet- 
sides those philosophical instruments and nick-nacki wbii^ men of 
curious minds are attached tQ. 
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young men as ask it. They place themselves in the neigh* 
bouring village, and have the use of mv library and counsel, 
and make a part of hiy society.'' This was in February, 
1810. 

Curious to know his opinions on all subjects, we feel 
in6re peculiarly so to hear them on the great leading ques- 
tions and events of th^ day. In 1810, some apprehension 
was entertained that Napoleon would, at no distant day, 
meditate the invasion and conquest of the United States. 
One of his correspondents having expressed this fear to 
him, Mr. Jefferson not only ridiculed it as a chimera, but 
demonstrated its impossibility, in the following singular 
strain oi party delusion, and political sagacity:—-" For five- 
and-thirty years we have walked together through a land 
of tribulationsf yet these have passed away, and so, I trust, 
will those of the present day. The toryism with which we 
struggled in '77, differed but in name from the federalism 
of '99, with which we struggled also; and the Anglicism of 
1808, against which we are now struggling, is but the same 
thing still, in another form. It is a longing^ for a king, and 
an English king rather than any other. This is the true 
source of their sorrows and wailings." 

**The fear that Buonaparte wul come over to us, and 
conquer us also, is too chimerical to be genuine. Supposing 
him to have finished Spain and Portugal, he has jet England 
and Russia to subdue. The maxim of war was never sounder 
than in this- case, <not to leave an enemy in the rear, and 
especially where an insurrectionary flame is known to be * 
under the embers, merely smothered, and ready to burst at 
every point These two subdued, ^nd surely the Anglo^ 
men will not think the conquest of England alone a short 
work) ancient Greece and Macedonia, the cradle of Alex- 
ander, his prototype, and Constantinople, the seat of empire 
for the world, would glitter more in his eye than our bleak 
mountains and rugged forests, Egypt, too, and the golden 
apples of Mauritania, have for more than half a century, 
fixed the loneing eyes of France; and with Syria, you know, 
he has an old affront to wipe out. Then come Pontus and 
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, the five countries 
on the Euphrates and Tigris, the Oxus and Indus, and all 
beyond the Hyphasis, which bounded the glories of his Ma- 
cedonian rival; with the invitations of his new British sub* 
jectd on the banks of the Ganges, whom, after receiving 
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under his protection the mother country, he cannot refuse 
to visit When all this is done and settled, and nothing of 
the old world remains unsubdued, he may turn to the new 
one; but will he attack us first, from whom he will get but 
hard knocks and no money? Or will he first lay hold of the 
gold and silver of Mexico and Peru, and the diamonds \)f 
Brazil? A rqamblican emperor, from his affection to repub- 
lics, independent of motives of expediency, must grant to 
ours the Cyclop's boon of being the last devoured. While 
all this is doing, we are to suppose the chapter of accidents 
read out, and that nothing can happen to cut short or to 
disturb his enterprises." From this view of the affairs of 
NtmokonM turns to a dissertation on the fatuity of kings, 
which will interest the reader. *• When I observed that 
the king of England was a cypher, I did not^nean to coti- 
fine the observation to the mere individual now on that 
throne. The practice of kings marrying only into the fa- 
milies of Jtings has been that of Europe for some centuries. 
Now, take any race of animals, confine them in idleness 
and inaction, whether in a stye, a stable, or a state room, 
pamper them with high diet, gratify all their sexual appe- 
tites, immerse them in sensualities, nourish their passions, 
let every thing bend before them, and banish whatever 
might lead them to think, and in a few generations they 
become all body and no mind; and this, too, by a law of 
nature, by that very law by which we are in the constant 
practice of changing the characters and propensities of the 
• animals we raise for our own purposes. Such is the regi' 
men in raising kings; and in this way they have gone on for 
centuries. While in Europe, I often afnused myself with 
contemplating the characters of the then reigning sovereigns 
of Europe. Louis the XVI. was a fool, of my own know- 
ledge, and in despite of the answers made for him at his 
trial. The king of Spain was A fool, and of Naples the 
4uime. . They passed tneir lives in hunting, and despatched 
two couriers a week one thousand miles to let eacn other 
know what game they had killed the preceding days. The 
king of Sardinia was a fool. All these were Bourbons. The 
queen of Portugal^ a Braganza, was an idiot by nature. 
And so was the king of Denmark. Their sons, as regents, 
exercised the powers of government. The king of Prussia, 
successor to the great Frederick, was a mere hog in body, 
as well as in mind. Gustavus, of Sweden, ana J^oseph of 
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Austria^ were really crazy | and George of England, you 
know, was in a stnu^t waistcoat. There remained, then^ 
none but old Catharine,, who had been too lately picked up 
to have lost her common sense. In this state Buonaparte 
found Europe! and it was this state of its rulers which lost 
it with scarce a struggle. These animals had become with- 
out mind and powerless; and so will every hereditary mo- 
narch be after a few generations. Alexander, the grandson 
of Catharine, is as yet an exception. He is able to hold his 
own. But he is omy of the third generation. His race is 
not yet worn out And so endeth the Book of Kings, from 
all of whom the Lord deliver us, and have you, my fnend, 
and all such good men and true, in his holy keeping." 

Although he admired the religion of the Quakbus, yet 
he most heartily detested their politics: for in writing to 
Lafayette in 1817, he thus severely portrays them: — " That 
(Delaware) is essentially a Quaker State, the fragment of 
a religious sect, which there, as in the other States in Eng- 
land, are a homogeneous mass, acting with one mind, and 
that directed by the mother society in England. Dispersed, 
as the Jews, they still form, as those do, one nation, foreign 
to the land they live in. They are Protestant Jesuits^ im 
plicitly devoted to the will of their superior, and forgetting 
all duties to their country, in the execution of the policy 
' of their order. When war is proposed with England, they 
have religious scruples; but when with France, these are 
laid by, and they become clamorous for it. They are, how- 
ever, silent, passive, and give no other trouble than of 
whipping them* along." 

I nave enumerated, among Mr. Jefferson's frailties his 
want of moral courage, which kept him from that' candid 
avowal of his politicafopinions in the presence of his oppo- 
nents, which appeared almost in the light of an act of 
treachery towaras his friends, his party and his principles. 
The following account from his own pen of his alienation 
from Mr.. Adams, will not only illustrate this feature of 
bis character, but will also show the feeble texture of that 
discrepancy of opinion, which seperated him even from the 
father of the alien and sedition laws, when those opinions 
were pressed home to their testing point^^'^ You remember 
the machinery, says Mr. Jefferson, which the federalists 
played off, about that time, to beat down the friends to the 
rtai principles of our Constitution, to silence by terror 
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every expression in their faYour^ io bring us into war with 
France, and alliance with England, and finally to homolo" 
gist our constitution with that of England. Mr. Adajns, 
jou know, was overwhelmed with feverish addresses, die* 
tated by the fear, and often by the pen of the bloody buoy; 
and was seduced by them into some open indications of ius 
new principles of government, and in fact was so elated as 
to mix with his kindness a little superciliousness towards 
me. Even Mrs. Adams, with all her good sense and pru- 
dence, was sensibly flushed. And you recollect the short 
suspension of our intercourse, and the circumstance which 
gave rise to it, which you were so good as to bring to an 
early explanation, and have set to rights, to the cordial 
satisfaction of us all. The nation at length passed con- 
demnation on the political principles of the federalists,* by 
refusing to continue Mr. Adams in the Presidency. On 
the day on which we learned in Philadelphia, the vote of 
the city of New York, which it was well known would de- 
cide the vote of the State, and that, again, the vote of the 
Union, I called on Mr. Adams on some official business. 
He was very sensibly affected, and accosted me with these 
word^-»* w ell, I understand you are to beat me in this 
contest, and I will only say that I will be as faithful a sub- 
ject as any you will have.' * Mr. Adams, said I, this is no 
personal contest between you and me. Two systems of 
principles, on the sul]^ct ot government, divide our fellow 
citizens into two parties. With one of these you concur, 
and I with the other.' As we have been longer on the pub- 
lic stage than most of those, now living, our names happen 
to be ;nore generally known. One of these parties, there- 

- - ■ — ■ 

* There is a great fallacy in this idea, which Jefi^rson himselfbas 
exploded in another letter, where he acknowledges that the mad 
measures of Adams gave, the republicans the victory. It was on those 
mad measures that the nation passed sentence of exclusion agvinst 
Mr. Adams. If we are to understand by fecbral principles^ fedml 
policy, such as it was established by Washington, it never sufilbred 
any change, and of course, never incurred condemnation. Wlwt 
J^erson calls * the real principles of the Constitution,' did not ex- 
tend to the frame of gfovemment, but related merely to moul^ngits 
administration to an accordance with public opiirioir; as contradip- 
tinguiuhedirom the policy of John Adams, who waslbr foboih«i piib- 
lic opinion to an impUcit i^probation and support of eveiy measure 
of government, right or wrong, expedient or pernicious* 
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fore-, has put your name at its head, the other mine. Were 
we both to die to-day, to-morrow two other names would 
be in the place of ours, without any change in the motion 
of the machine.^ Its motion is from its principle, not from 
jou or myself. ' « I believe you are right, said he that we 
are but passive instruments , j^what wretched delusion, or 
odious hypocricy! Mr. Adams a passive instrument!] and 
should not suffer this matter to affect our personal dispo^ 
sitions.' But he did not long retain this just view of the 
subject. I have always believed that the thousand calum-* 
nies which the federalists, in bitterness of heart and morti-^ 
fication of their ejection, daily invented against me, were 
carried to him by their busy intriguers, and made some im- 
pression. When the election between Burr and myself 
was kept in suspense by the federalists, and they were me* 
ditating to place the president of the Senate at the head of 
the government, I called on Mr. Adams, with a view to 
have this desperate measure prevented by his negative. He 

frew warm in an instant, and said with a vehemence he 
ad not used towards me before, * Sir, the event of the 
election is within your own power. You have only to say 
you will do justice to the pubKc creditors^ maintain the 
navy, and not disturb those holding offices, and the 

fttvemment will instantly be put into your hands. We 
now it is the wish of the people it should be sOb ' ' Mr* 
Adams, siud I, I know not what part of my conduct, in 
either public or private life, can have authorised a doubt of 
my fidelity to the public engagements^ I say, however, I 
will not come into the government by capitulation^ I will 
not enter on it, but in perfect freedom to follow the dic- 
tates of my own judgment.' I had before given the same 
answer to the same intimation from Govemeur Morris* 
* Then, said he, things must take their course.' I turned 
the conversation to something else, and soon took my leave* 
It was the first time in our lives we had ever parted with 

* In this opinion few will be found to concur. I think the two 
conflicting' parties would never have existed, but for Mr. Adams and 
Mr. Jefferson. The federal party died wi^ the contests of these 
embittered rivals; and will never be revived. This is historical truth. 
The ascendant party, since the era of MacUson^s rule, has compre^ 
bended more of federalism, federal doctrine, federal policy and fede- 
ral men, than any of the ingredients of the opposite party; while 
lliadison himself revived the NATioKAt Bakk I 
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any thinff like dissatisfaction. And then followed those 
scenes of midnight appointment, which have been con* 
demned by all men. The last daj of his political power, 
the last hours, and even bevond the midnight, were employ- 
ed in filling all offices, and especially permanent ones, with 
the bitterest federalist, and providing for me the alterna- 
tive, either to execute the government by my enemies, 
whose study it would be to thwart and defeat all my mea- 
sures, or to incur the odium of such numerous removals 
from office, as might bear me down. A little time and re- 
flection effaced in my nund this temporary dissatisfaction 
with Mr. Adams, and restored me to that just estimate of 
his virtues and passions, which a lon^ acquaintance had 
enabled me to fix. And. my first wish became that of 
making his retirement easy, by any means in my power; 
for it was understood he was not rich. I suggestea to some 
republican membet'S of the dele^tion from his State, the 
sivinghim, either directly or indirectly, an office, the most 
lucrative in that State, and then ofiered to be resigned, if 
they thought he would not deem it qffrantive, Tljey were 
of opinion he wbuld take great offence at the offer; and 
moreover, that the body of republicans would consider such 
a step in the outset as augurins very ill of the course I 
meant to pursue.* I dropped the idea, therefore, but did 
not cease to wish for some opportunity of renewing our 
friendly understanding." 

<^ Two or three years after, having had the misfortune to 
lose a daughter, between whom and Mrs. Adams, there 
had been a considerable attachment, she made it the occa- 
sion of writing me a letter, in which with the tenderest 
expressions of concern at this event, she carefully avoided 
a single one of friendship towards myself, and even con- 
cluded it with the wishes of ^ her who once took pleasure in 
subscribing herself your friend, Abigail Adams.' Unpromis- 
ing as was the complexion of this letter^ I determined to 
Inaake an effort towards removing the clouds from between 
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* What an adxmr&ble coinmentaty on the chicAnery of party in the 
higher order of politidans, would it have been to hart seen Mr. 
Jefferson appoint John Adams to be Attorney General of the United 
States, for Massachusetts^ and at the same time removing tiie collec- 
tor of Boston, because he was a disciplz of John Adams! ! ! Tet such 
things have been done by others, as well as projected by Mr. Jef- 
ferson!!! 
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US. This brought on a correspoBdence which I now enclose 
for your perusal, after which be so good as to return it to 
me^ as I nave n^er communicated it to anj mortal breath- 
ing before. I send it to you to convince you I have not been 
wanting either in the desire, or the endeavour to remove 
this misunderstanding. Indeed, I thought it highly dis- 
graceful to us both, as indicating minds not sufficiently 
elevated to prevent a public competition from affecting 
our personal friendship^ I soon found, from the corres- 
pondence, that conciliation was desperate, and yielding to 
an intimation in her last letter, I ceased from further ex- 
planation. / have the same good opinion of Mr, Mama 
which I ever had, I know him to be an honest m>an^ an 
able one with his pen, and he was a powerful advocate on 
the floor of Congress.^ He has been alienated from me by 
belief in the lying suggestions contrived for electioneering 
purposes, that I perhaps mixed in the activity and intrigues 
of the occasion. My most intimate friends can testify that 
I was pwfectly passive. t They would sometimes, indeed, 
tell me what was goin^ on| but no man ever heard me take 
part in such conversations^ and none ever misrepresented 
Mr. Adams in my presence, without my asserting his just 
character. With very confidential persons I have doubt- 
less disapproved of the principles and practices of his ad- 
ministration. Tins was unavoidable. But never with 

* If thus honest, good and able, why should he have been pro- 
scribed, particularly by Mr. J> The truth is, Mr. Jefferson here 
sacrifices trutii to benevolence, and sincerity to a supposed magna* 
nimity, incumbent on the higher order of politicians towards one 
another. To suppose Adams honest in the j^lisn and seditioh 
laws^ was to suppose him a fool; but he was not a fool, therefore he 
was not honest! Can. despotism be honest? Can a txrant be 
good? Can a violator of bis country's constitution be equal to a 
patriot, who devotes a life to its observance? This is the logic of 
Mr. Jeiferson, which we are to refer to that lamentable weakness of 
his nature, which so utteriy destroyed his moral courage. 

f Admitting personal passiveness, it does not necessarily include 
moral or intellectual passiveness. It is weU known that Mr. J. 
spared no labour of mind to stimulate the people against Mr. Adams? 
as we have seen in his letters already quoted; besides, it is the veiy 
quibbUng of ethetical sophistry to say that he was not instrumental 
in the contest, because he was not personally active! A man may 
be a principal in i^ mun|^r» and yet a thousand miles from the scene 
ofbl<K)4.! 
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those with whom it could do him any injury. Decencj 
would have required this conduct from me, if disposition 
had not; and I am satisfied Mr. Adams' conduct was 
equally honourable towards me. But I think it part of his 
character to suspect foul play in those of whom he is jea- 
lous, and not easily to relinquish his suspicions. " 

This letter is so pregnant with important reflections, 
that we must now submit it to the reader without further 
comment. It is of the highest order of those epistles, 
which reveal the mysteries of the higher order of politicians^ 
showing that the people are legitimate objects of specula- 
tion to me polished leaders, who remain behind the curtain, 
or in the ereen room, while the farce of party is enacting 
for their benefit. 

In 1812, he renewed his correspondence with John 
Adams, and became a convert from the free trade to the 
restrictive system, and advocated with zeal the profection 
of American manufactures. Perfect friendship and esteem, 
was now restored between these two great ex -belligerents \ 
The purpose of both had been answered by their schism, 
and they now returned to the enjoyment of benevolence 
and love! 

Having now become reconciled to Mr. Adams, he shifted 
all tiie crime of intended monarchy upon a dead opponent; 
and made Alexander Hamilton the n*and conspirator 
against the system of our federal republican government. 
Hamilton had been many years at rest in his bloody grave 
—a grave dug by the ferocity of party and blood shed by 
the nudi^ty of Aaron Burr; and ne had suffered his ashes 
to rest in peace, up to the moment of his reconciliation 
with John Adams! Believing Adams to be honesty whom 
should he now stigmatise as the traitor from republican- 
ism to monarchy? Who but Hamilton — that Hamilton, 
whose fame is made up of the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States, and the policy which it framed to the hands 
of its first and immortal Executive officer! Mr. Jefferson's 
letter to < Mellish' in 181S, would open space for a volume 
of comment upon the weakness of human nature; but he was 
then seventy, and age, he himself confesses, had impaired 
his faculties, prostrated his memory, and benumbed his 
intellect 

Among other singular and fallacious ideas adopted by 
Jf r. Jefferson, was &at respecting Napoleon Buonaparte-** 
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that he was a great scoundrel only— was no statesman, but 
an i^orant pretender, destitute equally of genius, talents, 
and learning! Such are the unaccountable delusions and 
prejudices of great minds. 

During the progress of the war with England, although 
in retirement, he was sensibly alive to our defeats and our 
victories 5 our disgraces and our glories^ and lived to hail 
with pride and exultation the brilliant victoriesof that navy, 
which he had once so zealously opposed, and furiously 
denounced. 

On the subject of the Hartford Convention, his opinions 
were as decisive as his feelings were ardent in its reproba- 
tion. On this subject, he said, "The cement of this Union 
is in the heart blood of every American. I do not believe 
there is on earth a government established on so immovable 
a basis. Let them, in any State, even in Massaqhusetts 
itself, raise the standard of separation, and its citizens vnll 
rise in mass, and do justice themselves on their ovm incen^ 
diaries.^^ 

Having become embarrassed by his extended hospitalities 
to an endless crowd of curious visitors or ancient friends. 
Congress in 1815, agreed to purchase his extensive and 
valuable library, for the sum of fifty thousand dollars, 
which afforded him some temporary relief from the exigen- 
cies that pressed upon him. 

He appears to have enjoyed the long life to which he 
attained with unalloyed zest; for, in a letter to Mr. Adams, 
he thus observes:—** You ask me if I would agree to live 
my seventy, or rather seventy-three years over again? To 
which I say, yea. I think with you, that it is a good world 
on the whole; that it has been framed on a principle of 
benevolence, and more pleasure than pain dealt out to us. 
There are, indeed, (who might say nay,) gloomy and hypo- 
chondriac minds, inliabitants of diseased Bodies, disgusted 
with the present, and despairing of the future; always 
counting tnat the worst will happen, because it may happen. 
To these I say, how much pain have the evils cost us which 
have never happened?. My temperament is sanguine. I 
Bteer my bark with hope in the Wd, leaving fear astern. 
My hopes, indeed, sometimes fail, but not 6ftener than the 
forebodings of the gloomy. There are, I acknowledge, even 
in the happiest life, some terrible convulsions, heavy set-off^ 
against the opposite page of the account. I have often won* 
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dered for what good end the sensations of grief could be 
intended.''* 

In I8I99 he gave the following account of the encroach- 
ments of ajge upon his constitution, and the manner of his 
living, which shows the powerful animal frame with which 
he had been blessed by nature. <^ I liye so much like other 
people, that I might refer to ordinary life as the history of 
my own. Like my friend, the Doctor, I have lived tem- 
perately, eating little animal food, and that not as an ali- 
ment, so much as a condiment for the vegetables, which 
constitute my principal diet. I double, however, the Doc- 
tor's dass and a hafr of wine,t and even treble it with a 
friend, but halve its effect by drinking the weak wines only. 
The ardent wines I cannot drink, nor do I use ardent spirits 
in any form. Malt liquors and cider are my.taMe dnnks; 
and my breakfast, like that also of my friena, is of tea and 
coffee. I have been blest with organs of digestion which '' 
accept and concoct, without ever murmuring, whatever the [| 
palate chooses to consi^ to them, and I have not yet lost a 1! 
tooth by ase. I was a hard student until I entered on the 
business of life, the duties of which leave no idle time to 
those disposed to fulfil them; and now, tired, and at the 
age of aeventy-Hx, I am again a hard student. Indeed, my 
fondness for reading and study revolts me from the drud- 
gery of letter writing; and a stiff wrist, the consequence 
of an early dislocation, makes writing both slow and painful. 
I am not so regular in my sleep, as uie Doctor says ne was, 
devoting to it from five to eight hours, according as my 
company or the book I am reading, interests me; ana I never 
go to bed without an hour, or half an hour's previous reading 
of something moral, whereon to ruminate in the intervals of 
sleep. But, whether I retire to bed, early or late, I rise 
with the Sun. I use spectacles at night, but not necessarily 
in the day, unless in reading small print. My hearing is 
distinct in particular conversation, but confused when seve- 
ral voices cross each other, which unfits me for the society 
of the table. I have been more fortunate than my friend 1 
in the article of health. So free from catarrhs that I have 1 



♦ Mr. Jefferson here for^t his philosophy— without grief, how 

should we experience jpyT without pain, how should we iPeel plea* 
sure? 1 

f Dr. Rush. 
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not had one, (in the breast I mean) on an average of eight, 
or ten years through life. I ascribe this exemption partly to 
the habit of bathing my feet in cold water for sixty years past. 
A fever of more than twenty -four hours I have not had 
above two or three times in my life. A periodical head-ache 
has afflicted me occasionally, once perhaps in six or eight 
years, for two or three weeks at a time, wliich seems now 
to have left me^ and, except on a late occasion of indisposi- 
tion, I enjoy good healthy too feeble, indeed, to walk much, 
but riding without fatigue six or eight miles a day, and 
sometimes' thirty or forty. I may end these egotisms, 
therefore, as I besan, by saying, that my life has been so 
much like that of other people, that I might say with Horace, 
to every one, ' nomine rrmtato^ narratur fabula de /e.' I 
roust not end, hdwever, without due thanks," &c. 

Mr. Jefferson has been much censured for his ideas on 
religion, as if he possessed the power to believe whatever 
he might tvill to believe, without reference to the verdict of 
his understanding. Fortunately, his sentiments have not 
been left to surmise and suspicion, for he has himself told' 
us what he believed, which completely refutes the com- 
monly received opinion that he was an AtkeisU In order 
that we may not run the risk of misrepresenting him on this 
momentous topic, I shall quote his own words: ^^I have to 
thank you for your pamphlets on the subjects of Unitari- 
ANisM, and to express my gratification with your efforts for 
the revival oi primitive Christianity in your quarter. No 
historical fact is better established, than that the doctrine 
of one Gody pure and uncompounded, was that of the early 
a^s of Christianity; and was among the efficacious doc- 
trines which gave it triumph over tne Polytheism of the 
ancients, sickened with the absurdities of their own theology. 
Nor was the unity of the Supreme Being ousted from the 
Christian creed by the force of reason, but by the sword of 
civil government, wielded at the will of the fanatic Atha* 
nasius. The hocus-pocus phantasm of a God like another 
Cerberus, with one body and three heads, had its birth and 
growth in the blood of thousands and thousands of martyrs. 
And a strong proof of the solidity of the primitive faith, is 
its restoration, as soon as a nation arises which vindicates 
to itself the freedom of reli^ous opinion, and its external 
divorce from the civil authority. The pure and simple unity 
of the Creator of the universe, is now ^.U but ascendant ift 
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the Eastern States; it is dawning in the west, and advan- 
cing towaixLs the South; and I confidently expect that the 
present generation will see Unitarianism become the general 
religion of the United States. The eastern presses are 
giving us many excellent pieces on the subject, and Priest- 
fej's learned writings on it are, or should be, in every 
hand. In fact, the Athanasian paradox that one is three, 
and three but one, is so incomprehensible to the human 
mind, that no candid man can say he has any idea of it, 
and how can he believe what presents no idea? He who 
thinks he does, only deceives himself. He proves, also, 
that man, once surrendering his reason, has no remaining 
guard against absurdities the most monstrous, and, like a 
ship without a rudder, is the sport of every wind. With such 
persons, gullabiiity which they call faith, takes the helm 
from the hand of reason, and the mind becomes a wreck." 
In another place he says ;-^" The doctrines of Jesus are 
simple, and tend all to the happiness of man. 

"1. That there is one only God, and he all perfect. 

♦< 2. That there is a future state of rewards and punish- 
ments. 

** 3. That to love God with all thy heart, and thy neigh* 
bor as thyself, is the sum of religion. These are the great 
points on which he endeavoured to reform the religion of 
the Jews. " He then compares these with the doctrines of 
Calvin^ and adds, *'Now, which of these is the true and 
charitable Christian? He who believes and acts on the 
simple doctrines of Jesus, or the impious dogmatists, as 
Athanasiiis and Calvin? Verily, I say these are the false 
shepherds foretold us to enter not by the door into the 
sheepfold, but to climb up some other way. They are mere 
usurpers of the Christian name, teaching a counter religion 
made up of the deleria of crazy imaginations, as foreign from 
Christianity as is that of Mahomet. Their blasphemies have 
driven thinking man into infidelity, who have too hastily 
reiected the supposed author himself, with the horrors so 
falsely imputed to him. Had the doctrines of Jesus been 
preached always as pure as they came from his lips^ th^ 
whole civilised v^rld would now have been Christians. I 
rejoice that in this blessed country of free inquiry and be- 
lief, which has surrendered its creed and conscience to 
neither kings nor priests, the genuine doctrine of one only 
God is reviving, and I trust that there is not a young mm 
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now living in the United States who will not die an Unita- 
rian. " 

That he believed in a future state is evident from the 
following passage of a letter addressed to John Adams:—- 
** It is 01 some comfort to us both, that the term is not very 
distant, at which we are to deposit in the same cerement, 
our sorrows and suffering bodies, and to ascend in essence 
to an ecstatic meeting with the friends we have loved and 
lost^ and whom we shall still love and'NEVER lose again." 
He also believed in a superintending Providence. 

Mr. Jefferson had at all times shown more or less of a 
hostile feeling, if not an exterminating spirit, against the 
Supreme Court of the United States, which he par- 
ticularly 'manifested during Burr's Trial. This feeling 
he still cherished as late as 1822, when he lamented that 
the judges were appointed for life, and advocated their de- 
pendence on the President and Senate, for the renewal of 
their commissions every four or six years. But why did he 
not commence this reform in the States? Even democratic 
Pennsylvania has her judges for a life-term! On this sub- 
ject he says «* That there should be public functionaries 
independent of the nation [people !] whatever may be their 
demerit^ is a solecism in a republic of the first order of ab* 
surdity and inconsistency. " 

In 1823, at the age oi eighty, he still retained all his fer- 
vor of feeling and animation of passion $ and, in a letter to 
Mr. Madison, he uttered one of his most violent and bitter 
phillipics against Timothy Pickering, the government of 
England, and the party of Anglomen. His vigour of con- 
stitution, and force of mind, were indeed wonderful. 

Mr. Jefferson had now for some years been active as the 
patron of a new College, or university, at Charlotteville^ 
to which he devoted much of his time, intellect, taste, 
learning, and toleration. 

In 1820, he states that he received 1267 letters, * many 
of them requiring answers of elaborate research, and cut 
to be answered with due attention and consideration. ' At 
his advanced age this was certainly a laborious and oppres- 
sive performance. 

The extensive scale of magnificent hospitality which Mr, 
Jefferson conceived himself bound to practise, towards the 
crowd of visitors who at all times clustered round him, 
from the different countries of Europe a^ well as the States, 
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and whom he entertained in a style which would have re- 
quired a regal income to defray without ' embarrassment, 
again reduced him to thfase strei^hts and difficulties which 
had, on a prior occasion, compelled him to dispose of his 
valuable library to Confess. To relieve him from tiiis 
pressure, consistently with the puritanical austerity of iiis 
own republican principles, was extremely difficult, if not 
impossible. The introduction of a pension list would have 
been worse than ^fu/nded debt or the national hank; to be- 
stow gratuities was equally exceptionable; to create sine- 
cures was worse than all. His estates were valuable, pro- 
vided an e(|ui table price could be obtained for them; and 
to enable him to procure their full value, the Legislature 
of Virginia passed a law in the year 1826, authorising him 
to dispose of them by lottery. This remedy was cer- 
tainly a severe one. It might afford him relief from debt, 
but it would also leave him destitute of property; and its 
preamble might, without exaggeration, have been couched 
m the following words-— * An Act to enable Thomas Jeffer- 
son to pay his debts by the sale of his estate, and retire to 
the county poor-house to end his old age.' Virginia, loftj 
and chivalrous Virginia, always proud, like Cornelia, to 
boast of her sons as th» jewels ofjaome^ ought not to have 
sunk the generosity of her character in the cold austerity of 
the rigid republican, when she beheld the honourable po- 
verty of her public benefactor invoking succour in his help- 
less age; especially when that poverty was caused by his 
desire to preserve the dignity of his former station, and the 
eclat of his native State for southern hospitality^ When 
we look back to that period of Mr. Jefferson's life, we arc 
struck with astonishment at the ai^rice that distinguished 
the course of the United States, which could refuse a muni- 
ficent grant of land to one of her oum most eminent citizens, 
and yet grant the same to a foreigner, who, whatever may 
have been his military merits, never possessed the same 
genius, or had rendered to the country any services tiiat 
would bear a comparison with those of the sage of Monti- 
cello. 

Stn"%k with surprise and sympathy for this extraordinary 
penury of a man whom all had supposed to be opulent, be- 
cause none had reflected on the liberal scale of his hospitali- 
ty, the people in many States spontaneously nuhodjta his 
relief, and calling public meetings, made volua||f yiibptiir 
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butions, to enable bim to extricate bimself from his embar- 
rassments. The laudable and noble character of this sym- 
pathy, however, was more precious, as it respected the 
virtue of the people, and the veneration in which the illus- 
trious object of its concern was held, than for the efficacious 
nature of thie succour it afforded. It could hardly be ex- 
pected that any plan of this kind covld be devised which 
would result in an adequate product — ^if the subscriptions 
were large, they would be confined to a class of society 
whose dislike of Mr. Jefferson would restrain them from 
contributing; and if small, the aggregate could not become 
an object worth the acceptance. From these causes the 
popular mode of succour entirely failed; and the more eligi* 
ble one of compounding with his -creditors was adopted; a 
proposition which, having origin^^d with them, was the 
more honourable to both parties. 

His own account of this state of his affairs, will, how- 
ever, be most satisfectory. In a letter to Mr. Madison, he 
says-^" You will have seen in the newspapers some pro- 
ceedings in the Legislature, which have cost me much 
mortification. My own debts had become considerable, 
• but not beyond the effect of some lopping of property, 
which would have been little felt, when our friend * * * * 
gave me the coup de grace. Ever since that I have been 
paying twelve hundred dollars a year interest on his debt, 
which, with my own, was absorbing so much of my annual 
income as that the maintenance of my family was making 
deep and rapid inroads on my capital, and had alr^dy 
done it. Still, sdes at a fair price would leave me com- 
pletely provided. Had crops'and prices for several years 
Deen such as to maintain a steady competition of substan- 
tial bidders at market, all would have been safe. But the 
long succession of years of stunted crops, of reduced prices, 
the general prostration of the farming business,, under le- 
vies for the support of manufactures^ &c. * with the calami- 
tous fluctuations of value in our paper medium, have kept 
agriculture in a state of abject depression, which has peo- 
pled the western states by silently oreakingup those on the 
Atlantic, and glutted the land market^ while it dre* off its 
Indders. lii such a state of things property has lost its 

* I consider all this as a fallacious account of the true causes of 
bit niin* which wm obriously produced by his princely hospitality ! 
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character of being a resource for debts. Highland^ In 
Bedford, which, in the dajs of our plethorj, sold readily 
for from fifty to one hundred dollars the acre, (and such 
dales were manj then,^ would not now sell for more than , 
from ten to twenty dollars, or one quarter, or one-fifth of 
its former price. Reflecting on these things, the practice 
occurred to me, of selling, on fair valuation, and by way of 
lottery, often resorted to before the reyolution to effect | 
large sales, and still in constant usage in every State for ' 
individual as well as corporation purposes. If it is per- , 
mitted in my case, my lands here alone, with the mdl8, 
&c. will pay everj thins, and leave me Monticello and a 
farm free. If refused, I must sell every thing here, jjcr- 
haps considerably in BedfcNrd, move thither with my family, 
where J have not even a log hut to put mt head into^ 
and whether the ground for burial will depend on the 
depredations which, under the form of sales, shall have 
been committed on my property. The question then with 
me was uUrum horumi? but why afflict you with these | 
details ? Indeed I cannot tell, unless pains are lessened j 
by communication with a friend. The friendship which ' 
has subsisted between us, now half a century, and the 
harmony of our political principles and pursuits, have been 
sources of constant happiness to me through that long 
period.'' 

It was amidst all the deep afflictions caused by these 
embarrassments, that Mr. Jefferson still found inclination 
and intellect enough at his command, even at that great 
ajge to which he had advanced, to write the following beau* 
tiful effusion of patriotism to Mr. Giles; which, while it 
exhibits a firm attachment to the Union, also indicates that 
invincible spirit of republican liberty, which would resist 
to the death every encroachment upon the Constitution, 
every infringement of the rights of fiie people, and every 
usurpation ujpon the sovereignty of the States. I shall make 
no apology for quoting it entire. 

TO WILLLiX B* GtLXS. 

MoHTicxLto, Dec. 26, 19&5. 
** Dear Sir— I wrote you a letter yesterday, of which 
you will be free to make what use you please^ This will 
contain matters not intended for tlxe public eye. I see, as 
you do, and with the deepest affliction, the rapid strides 
with which the federal branch of our government is advanc* 
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ittg towards the usurpation of all the rights reserved to the 
States, 3ndthe consolidation in itself of all powers foreign 
and domestic^ and that too by constructions, which, if 
legitimate, leave no limits to their power. Take together 
the decisions of the Federal Court, the doctrines of the 
President^* and the misconstructions of the constitutional 
compact^ acted on hj the Legislature of the Federal branchy 
and it is but too evident that the three ruling branches of 
that department, are in combination to strip their col- 
leagues, the State authorities, of the powers reserved 
by them, and to exercise themselves all functions, foreign 
and domestic. Under the power to regulate commerce, 
they assume indefinitely tluit also over agriculture and 
manufactures, and call it * regulation^ to take the earnings 
of one of these branches of industry, and that too the most 
depressed, and put them into the pockets of the other, the 
most flourishing of all. Under the authority to establish 
post roads, they claim that of cutting down mountains for 
the construction of roads, of digging canals, and aided by a 
little sophistry of the words 'general welfare^' a right to do 
not only the acts to effect that, which are specifically 
enumerated and permitted, but whatsoever tliey shall think, 
or pretend will be for the general welfare. And what is 
our resource for the preservation of the constitution^ Rea- 
son and ARGUMENT? You might as well reason and argue 
with the marble columns encircling them. The representa- 
tives chosen by ourselves? They are joined in the combi- 
nation, some from incorrect views or government, some 
from corrupt ones, sufficient voting together to outnumber 
the sound parts; and with majorities only of one, two, or 
three, bold enough to go forward in defiance. Are we then 
to stand with the hot-headed Georgian? No. TTiat must 
be the last resource, not to be thought of until much longer 

and GREATER SUFFERINGS. If EVERY INFRACTION OF A 

COMPACT of SO many parties is to be resisted at once, as a 
dissolution of it, none can ever bb formed which would 
LAST ONE YEAR. We must havo patience and longer en- 
durance, then, with our brethren while under delusion; give 



• A democratic President, an admirer of the Fi*ench revolution !^ 
a nunister recaUed by Washin^n, and. a Secretary of Stale recom- 
mended by Jefferson himself! A legitimate heir to the dynasty of 
the democrats!! 

Cc 
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them time for reflection and experience of consequencedj 1 
keep onrselres in a situation to profit bj the chapter of acci- 1 
dents; and senarate from our companions only When the sole < 
alternatives l^ft^ are the dissohUum of the Union tvith thenif 
or 8t4bfni^8ian to a government without litnitation of powers* 
Between these two evils^ when we must make a choice, 
there can be no hesitation. But in the meanwhile, the 
9tates should be watchful to note every material usurpation 
on their rights, to denounce them as they occur in the most 
peremptory terms; to protest against them as Mnrongs to 
which our present submission shall be considered, not as 
acknowledgments or precedents of right, but as a tempo- 
rary yielding to the lesser evil, until their accumulation 
shall overweigh that of separation. I would go still fur- 
ther, and give to the federal member, by a regular ammd" 
meni of the Conetitutions a right to maee roads and 
CANALS OF iNTBRooMMUNicATiON between the States, pro** 
viding sufficiently against corrupt practices in Congress, 
(log-rolling, &c.) by declaring tnat tiie federal proportion 
of each State, of the monies so employed, shall be in works 
within the State, or elsewhere witn its consent, and with a 
due salvo of jurisdiction. This is the course which I think 
safest and best as yet." 

Here was due reverence for the Union, mixed with a 
proper regard for the rights of the States. 

Mr. Jefferson had now been anxiously devoting the last 
fifteen, or eighteen years of his life, to reconcile ancient 
quarrels, head lacerated friendships, and conciliate political 
animosity; but it does not appear that he was alwajs suc^ 
cessful in this benevolent inclination of his amiable feelings. 
With John Adams, he appears to have concluded something 
like a dubious reconciliation; sincere no doubt on the part 
^f Jeffbrson; but deceitful and hollow, on that of his ancient 
rival. In this particular, Mr. Jefferson betrayed a lust of 
popular esteem, which his fame could have dispensed with, 
and which his character and station oudit to have restrained 
him from; but the motive was sound; nis feelings were de* 
cidedly benevolent, and he no doubt experienced pain, as 
long as he thought occasion of enmity existed between him 
andothers. 

It was on such an occasion, that in 18^4, he addressed a 
letter to a man conspicuous in the annals of intrigue, cele- 
brated for the arts of party management and renowned for 
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the expertness and address of the managing politician.* 
This man had, it seems, taken occasion to transmit to Mr. 
Jefferson, the phillipic of Timothy Pickering against John 
Adams; in which he had given a fJEuthful portrait of the 
father of the alien and sedition laws; but which he had 
mixed up along with some strictures against Mr. Jefferson. 
In the answer of the latter to Van Buren, manj admissions 
are made by the writer, which go to recal former chaises 
made by him against Washin^on, among which I shall 
quote the following:— ^* My last parting with General 
Washington, was at the Inauguration of Mr. Adams, in 
March 1797, and was warmly affectionate; and I never had 
any reason to believe any change on his part, as there 
certainly was none on mine. But one session of Congress 
intervened between that and his death, the year following, 
in my passage to and from which, as it happened to be not 
convenient to call on him, I never had another opp<Hrtanity ; 
and as to the cessation of correspondence observed during 
that short interval, no jMuiicular circumstance occurred for 
epistolary communication, and both of us were too much 
o^ressed with letter writing, to tr<mble either tbe O^er^ 
with a letter about nothing." 

<' The truth is, that the federalists, pretending to be the 
exclusive friends of General Washington, have ever done 
what they could to sink his character, dy hanging their e on 
it, and by representing as the enemy of republicans him, 
who, of all men, is best entitled to the appellation of the 
Father of that RepubliCy which they were endeavouring to 
subvert, and the republicans to maintain. " 

Here is an evident contradiction, which it is impossible 
to understand. Although Washington belonsed to no patty, 
yet it is certain that thepaWy of the federal%»t8wa9 formed 

* • ■ ■■■■■■■■ ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■ - —■■■■■ I — 

* It must certainly be eiteemed a veiy sihgular circumstance that 
a modem poUtioian ■hoold have had ^e temerity to place himself in 
an attitude that would serve to give a sanction to the libels heaped 
upon the head of die g^at and pure Washington, by enticing from 
Mr. Jefferson a histoiy of poUtical errors, of wUch he had before 
made ample atonament, by the strong avowal of his regret for their 
commission, as well as hk full confession of their fallacy! It is, how- 
ever, still more astomshing, that Mr. Jefferson should ever have bee 
come involved in a common censure on John Adams, from a disposii 
tion inherent in both those ancient enemies, and octogenerian 
friends; to pull down the father of his country to a level with 'dieir 
own puffispns ^ epv^J 
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on his principles, his policy ^ and his views of the Constitu- 
tion: and that the adverse party arose from causes entkely 
opposite, headed by Mr. Jefferson ! Washington belonged 
to the nation; but he was emphatically supported by the fe- 
deral party^ whose fundamental policy was afterwards 
adopted in toto by the republicans. This view of the ques- 
tion is acknowledged by Jefferson himself, in another part 
of this letter. " General Washington, after the retirement 
of his first cabinet, and the composition of his second, en- 
tirely federal^ and at the head of which was Mr. Pickering 
himself, had no opportunity of hearing both sides of any 
question. His measures, consequently, took more the hue 
of the party in whose hands he was." Mr. Jefferson hence 
proceeds to argue, that General Washington was more of a 
republican than a federalist I ! although he had before acemed 
him not only of federalism but monarchy! *< April 9, 1792. 
Tlie President asked me, if the treaty stipulating a sum, 
und ratified by him, with the advice of the Senate, would 
not b« good under the Constitution and obligatory on the 
representatives to furnish the money? I answered it certainly 
would, and that it would be the duty of the representatives 
to raise the money; but, that they might decline to do what 
was their duty, and I thought it might be incautious to com- 
mit himself by a ratification with a foreign nation, where he 
might be left in the lurch in the execution: it was jwssiWc 
too, to conceive a treaty, which it would not be their duty 
to provide for. He said that he did not like throwing too 
much into democratic hands^ that if they would not do what 
the Constitution called on them to do, the government 

WOULD BE AT AN END, aud mUSt thcU ASSUME ANOTHER 

FORM. He stopped here^ and I kept silence to see whether 
he would say any thing more in the same line, or add ^f 
qualifying expression to «o/ifcn what he had said: but he dui 
neither, ^^ 

So earlj as 1823, Mr. Jefferson defined the principles, 
and predicted the importance of the Nullification, or 
State Hi^ts party, in a letter to Lafayette, from which i 
s^ect a pertinent passage. «* We are all in agitation even 
in our peaceful country. For in peace as well as in ^*^» 
the mind must be kept in motion. Who is to be the n^t 
President, is the topic here of every conversation. ^1 
opinion on that subject is what I expressed to you m J"J 
last letter: the question will be ultimately reduced to thO 
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noHhernmoct and aoutkernmost candidates. The former 
will get ererj fi^deral vote in tke Union, and many repub- 
licans^ Die lat4!er all those den<»niiiated of the old schools for 
jou are not to believe that these two parties are amalga- 
mated; that the lion and the lamb are Ijing down together. 
The Hartford C<mvention,^e Tictory of Orleans, the peace 
of Ghent, prostrated the name of federalism. Its Totarios 
abandoned it throng ^ame and mortification, and now 
call themgelyes republicans. But the name idone-is changed, 
the principles are the same. For in truth, the parties of 
whig and torj^ are those of nature. They exist in all coun- 
tries, whether called by these names» or by those of aristo- 
crats and democrats, Cot^ Droite and Cot^ Gauch^, Ultras 
and Radicals, Serviles and Liberals. The uckl j, weakly, 
timid man, fears the people, and is a tory by nature. The 
healthy^ strong and bold, cherishes them, and is formed a 
whig by nature. On the eclipse of federalism witii us, 
althougn not its extinction^ its leaders got up the Missouri 
question, under the false front of lessenmgthe measures of 
slayery, but with the real view of producing a^ographical 
division of parties, which might ensure them the next Pre- 
sident. The people of the north went Uindfold into the 
snare, followed their leaders for a while with a zeal truly 
noble and laudable, until they became sensible that they 
were injuring instead of aiding the real interests of the 
slaves, that mey had been used merely as tools for election- 
eering purposes; and that trick of hypocrisy then leil as 
quickly as it had been got up. To that is now succeeding 
a distinction, which, like that of republican and federal, or 
whig and tory, being equally intermixed through every 
State, threatens none of those geographical schisms which 
go immediately to a separation. The line of division now, 

IS THE PRESERVATION OF STATE RIGHTS OS reSBTVed Ifl thc 

Constitution, or by strained constructions of that instru- 
ment, to merge all into a consolidated oovernment. 
The TORIES are for strengthening the executive and ge- 
neral government; the whigs cherish the representative 
branch, and the rights reserved by the States,* as the bul- 

• Had Jefferson lived to the year 1832, what would he have said 
of the two parties whom he has here designated as Whigs and To- 
ries; seeing that they could change their principles and position, and 
yet still retaift their names ! ! ! What would he have said of his native 

Cc2 
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wark against consolidation, which must immediatelj gene- 
rate monarchy. And although this division excites, as jet, 
no warmth, jet it exists, is well understood, and ^11 be a 
principle of voting at the ensuing election, with the reflect- 
ing men of both parties." 

Thus Mr. Jefferson lived to acknowledge under his own 
name, that the only point of division between the two great 
parties of the CQuntrj, was the advocacj of state rights 
by one, and fedkral consolidation by the other: and 
although a deep seated and earl j prejudice still determined 
him to insinuate a charge of establishing monarchy against 
the federalists, in whicn it was impossible he could have 
been logically sincere, jet when free from the visitation of 
this Constitutiona} fanaticism, he could clearlj discern, 
and candidly acknowledge, that there existed no difference 
between democracj and federalism, but that radical and 
original point of contention, which had existed even under 
the old confederacy, which led to the adoption of the pre- 
sent constitution, and which had been so triumphant in the 
rejection of the ultra doctrines of John Adams. True, this 
was a prolific parental question, involving numberless 
others of great moment, touchine the Supreme Court, the 
Bank of the United States, the Tariff*, and Internal Im- j 
provementsi comprehending, too, a system of policy vital in ^ 
its principles, and extensive in its efifects^ but it is worthy of 
remark, that, after the lapse of half a Ajntury, the varia- 
tions of party controversies revolving throuch the entire 
circle of new interests, should return round to the point j 
from which they originallj started, more distinctly marked, I 
and emphaticall J important, than when first made the bat- ^ 
tie ground of libertj, bj the advocates of restricted autho- 
rity and limited power. 

The infirmities of age, and the maladies incident to the 
gradual breaking up of a vigorous constitution, now began 
to make a sensible impression upon the health of ^is great 
man. For several years he had been gradually sinking under 
the weight of agej like some towenng and ancient oak, 
once the monarch of the woods in bloom, bulk and vigour^ 
but now withering in its topmost branches; worm-eaten in 

Btate, sustaining' a federal executive on the principles of consoUda' 
tion; and proving recreant to StatQ tights} <* Tempora mutwiUi'* 
et nos motantur m illis,*' 
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its trunk; and limb after limb stripped of its accustomed ver- 
dure, till every blast threatened its prostration, as it bent 
and groaned beneath the surges of time. These infirmities, 
which fbr the last two years had been heavily pressing on him, 
reached their crisis on the 26th of June, 1826, when the 
severity of his pains compelled him to confine himself to 
bed. Still, his constitution being powerful, impressed the 
idea among his friends that his illnes^ was not serious, and 
would not prove fatal; but his own conviction was different; 
he felt that his last moments were near, and prepared his 
mind with the calm resignation of a philosopher, to meet the 
awful event as became a man, who had lived beyond the 
usual term allotted to his kind; and whom nature, by the 
decay of his faculties, had been ^adually weaning, like a 
kind and merciful mother, from the joys of life. For some 
time preceding his illness, his conversation had instinctively 
turned in the channel of the approaching end of his mortal 
career, as if warned by an inward monitor of the doom to 
which he was shortly destined. But, amidst all his obser- 
vations upon the coming event, he indulged in no fears, and 
vented no repinings. * I do not wish ^ die,' said he, ad- 
dressing those around him, « but I do not fear to die — acn 

auiescence is a duty under circumstances not placed amone 
lose we are permitted to control,' The only source of 
anxiety which appeared to exist arose from his desire to 
behold his favourite university at Charlotte ville, firmly 
established on a prosperous and reputable basis. Having 
called in a physician, nis malady yielded to the skill of art; 
but the Doctor expressed his {^prehensions'that the extreme 
debility to which it had reduced him, might prevent his 
recovery. Mr. Jefferson himself had no doubt on the sub- 
ject— »in the full consciousness of approaching dissolution, 
although entirely free from bodily piun. Serene and com- 
posed in his mind, he issued his directions with the greatest 
calmness respecting his burial, requesting his comn to be 
plain, and his body to be interred at Monticello, without 
pomp or parade; thus evincing in his last hours, that love of. 
simplicity, and republican frugality which had distinguished 
him so conspicuously through a lone life. Having completed 
his orders tor his funeral, he called the members of bis 
family around his couch, conversing separately with each 
one, and presenting to his favourite daughter, Mrs. 
Rimdolph, a small jnoropco case, with ft request that 
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she would ncyt open it until after hss demise, and wkich con- 
taised a poetic effosion in praise ofher virtues and afiection, 
from his own elegant and tasteful pen. This was en Bundaji 
and coBttnuing to linger over to the succeeding day, he tlien 
enquired, with some anxiety, what was the day of the month, 
and being answered the Sa of July, he expressed a s<roi^ 
desire that he might be permitted to survive another day, to 
breathe the Fi/H^ Anniversary of American Indepf^dence. 
The strength of the desire perhaps led to the fruition of his 
wishes; for nature continued to sustain him up to the longed 
for hour, when expiring with a gentle sigh, his ^F^t was 
gathered to the abode c? his fathers. Thus died Thomas 
J%1PF«R80N, the author of the Deolakatiok of Amkrioan 
Ini>efevdekce, tuUng whose passion through a long life 
never left him, even at the moment when exhausted nature 
edipsed the flantie of his spirit in the ni^t of the grave, on 
tiie day which his pen had made memorable in the annals of 
nations. 

This extraordinary death of an illustrious m^ produced 
a deep sensation 4>n the public mind; and all parties united 
in payipe the tribute of praise and honour to his splendid 
talents, his patriotic achievements, and his public services; 
and if popular supersHHon gave some addition to the force 
of the catastrophe, by its occurring on i^^ fiftieth anniversary 
of independence^ the virtue of the feeling may justly excuse 
tfie extravagance of the idea, which so extraordinary an 
association of pride, patriotism and love of liberty conspired 
to produce, 

Mr. Jefferson, at the "period of his death, had attained to 
the age of eighty -three years, two months and twenty-one 
days r 

His pergonal endowments, like his political attributes, 
were beyond the ordinary dimensions, being six feet two 
inches high, thin, but well formed in his person, erect in 
his carriage, and imposing in his appearance. His complec* 
tion was fair, his hair red and luxuriant, with light eyes 
that sparkled with intelligence, and beamed with philan- 
thropy, which gave to bis countenance an expreseaon at 
once peculiar and remarkable, corresponding to his square 
face, his expansive forehead and lai^e nose, whose dilated 
nostnl denoted the high spirit of the generous steed, and 
which, in man, indicates deep passion, lively sensibility 
and iK-ofound thought. His visage was of that class. 
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'which, to behoW, instinctively produces the feeling, while 
i^ prompts to the exclamation, < that is the head of a great 
fnan? 

An unaffected simplicity of manners was mixed with a 
native dignity which was inseparable from his personal ad- 
vantages of stature and form; but which was always re* 
strained to unobtrusive bounds by his republican habits; sq 
that all who approached him were perfectly at ease. His 
disposition being cheerful, his conversation was lively and 
enthusiastic, remarkable for the chastity of his colloquial 
diction, and the correctness of his phraseology. 

Benevolence and liberalil^ were prominent traits of his 
excellent disposition. To his slaves he was an indulgent 
master, always sacrificing his own interests to their com-' 
forts. As a neighbour, his liberality and friendly offices 
extorted universal esteem. As a friend he was ardent and 
unchangeable; and as a host, the munificence of his hos]H- 
tality wa^ carried to the culpable excess of self -impoverish- 
ment I 

In forming his opinions, he is represented to have been 
deliberate, cautious and circumspect; and to have been as 
tenacious of their retention, as he was slow to adopt them. 
His temper was even; and he possessed so much command 
o?er it, that his most intimate friends have declared they 
never beheld him give way to passion, petulence, or anger; 
. in proof of -which his servants always r^arded him with 
the ardour of filial affection. 

We have already seen, from his own account, that his 
domestic halnts were simple and unostentatious; that he 
was a hard student; a persevering labourer; a vigilant over* 
seer; a fliithful correspondent; and a successful farmer. 

As a man of letters, and a votary of science, few Ameri- 
cans have risen to higher distinction, or displayed more 
liberal patronage. As a profound Greek scholar he had few 
equals; and in the mathematics, he attained a proficiency 
not common to American students. But he did not con- 
fine his powerful intellect to ally particular branch of sci- 
ence and literature, but roamed over all, without impairing 
its vigour by ^e diffusiveness of his attention, or the 
variety of his knowledge. He 10 said to have bestowed 
much attention upon the northern langui^es of Europe, as 
iH^ng powerful auxiliaries to the study of our own. Like 
all ^ilosophers, however, % great portion of his knowledge 
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was rather curious than useful, and acquired more with a 
▼lew to the fiune of erudition, than the natural and whole- 
some appetite for learning, rendered eager by rational curi- 
osity. 

In forming a justap|ireciation of the character of Thomas 
Jkffekson, the American patriot will cast aside the narrow 
prejudices of partj^ which embittered the times in yrhich 
he nourished; and soaring to the higher grounds of national 
feeling, contemplate him as he appeared to the eye of the 
republic, in the character of the patriot, the philosopher 
and the statesman. In the first named capacity, we have 
beheld him occupy a prominent station in the Legislature of 
Virginia, until elected a delegate to Confess; he became 
illustriotts for the production of the DeeStfation of Inde- 
pendence^ as well as distin^ished for the prominent and 
efficient manner in which he urged the adoption of that 
measure upon -those who were, more reluctant to cut oif the 
last hope of reconciliation with the mother country. In this 
earlier period of his history, up to the unhappy era of the 
Frencti revolution, Mr. Jefferson stands in bold relief, as 
an active, zealous, talented and disinterested patriot; who 
* sacrificed his days and nights to the emancipation of his 
country from the fetters of monarchical dependence, to 
redeem her from the feudal thraldom of the laws of entail 
and primogeniture, and to advance to a state of wactical 
utility the equal rights of man, to secure the diffusion of 
the ^eatest sum of human happiness. It was in tliis period 
of his career, that he made a bold and decided stand to. 
those FUKnAMEMTAL POINTS of FREEDOM, whrch havc im-* 
mortalised his fame among republicans, and embalmed his 
name in the hearts of the people. It was then t\ikt he so ' 
ably contended for— 

First— 7%e reeerved rights of the States, and the non-con- 
struction of ttie Constitutionr^hy implication, derivation . 
and analogy. 
.jl^ Second — That he opposed the power to incorpori^te a bank, 
^ because not authorised by the constitution. 

Third — 'That he advocated economy in expenditures, rota- 
tion in ojfice, the extinguishment of the funded debt, and 
the abolishmennt of alt potnp, parade and ^remony in 
. • government. 

Fourth— That he contended for th^ neutral folioy of the 
nation, under the motto of « Saendship with all nations, 
alliances with none.' 
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Fifth<— >The repeal of iMernat taxes, and all excise lattrsk 

We are to consider him as a philosopher during the period 
of his retirement^ from 1793 to the epoch of his election as 
President; for, although much of his time was spent in po* 
litical correspondence, jret as he professed retirement, and 
took no prominent part in the contests of the day, we must 
regard him as exclusively occupied in the pursuits of litera* 
ture, the study of science, the practice ot husbandry, and 
the knowledge of government. It is to be lamentea, that 
during this period of his retirement, he could not find lei- 
sure to compose some elaborate work$ that might have been 
worthy of the fame of the autiior of the Notes on Virginia. 

As a stcUesman, Mr. Jefferson's character beams in full 
effulgence upon us^ from the time of his election as Presi- 
dent, to the period of his death; and here he Exhibits an 
excellence of character, not indeed without blemish^ but so 
pure, so vast, so exalted, as to extort our hearty and un^ 
qualified admiration* To detail the peculiar merits of li^ 
Presidentship, in this place, would be to indulge in a repe* 
tition of what we have already related. But a synopsis 
of his political creed, such as he illustrated it by his course 
of administration, will be necessary to make up a just esti- 
mation of his political merits, in contradistinction to the 
administration of Jouk Adams :-*» 
1. An administration conducted on the pure principles of 

constitutional republicanism — ^pomp, state and ceremony 

laid aside.. 
^. Patronage, discarded, or redueed. 

3. Internal taxes abolished, and superfluous officers dis- 
banded* 

4. Thirty -three millions of the national debt liquidated. 

5. The liberty of speech and of the fuess maintained. 

6. Peace with all nations; alliances with none. 

. But Mr. Jefferson has,, himself, given so particular and 
lucid an account of his public services, thsli, I cannot do 
better than conclude this sketch of his character by a quo- 
tation from his own article. ■ He says, *'I majr, however, 
more readily than others, suggest the offices in wUch I 
have served. I came of age in 1764, and was soon put into 
the nomination of justices of the county in which I live, and 
at the first election following, I becUme one of its repre- 
Mfitatives in the Legislature.' 

*^ I was thence sent to the old Congress. 
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** Then employed two rears with Mr. Pendleton and Mr 
Wythe, on the revisal and reduction to a single code of the 
whole body of the British statutes, the acts of our Assem- 
bly, and certain parts of the common law. , 
•* Then elected Governor. I 
^^Next to the Legislature, and to Congress again« i 
" Sent to Europe as Minister Plenipotentiary. I 
** Appointed Secretary of State to the new government* 
'•Elected Vice President, and President. And,.lastly9 
a Visitor and Rector of the University. In these different 
ofl^es, with scarcely any interval between them, I have 
been in the public service now sixty-one years ^ and during 
the far greater part of the time, in foreign countries, or in 
other States. " 

*< If it were thought worth while te specify any particu- 
lar services rendered? I would refer to the specification of 
them made by the Legislatuve itself in their farewell ad- 
dress, on my retiring fr^ the Presidency, February, 1809- 
Thei^ is one, however, not therein specified, the most im- 
portant in its consequences, of any transaction in any por- 
tion of my life; to wit, the head I personally made against 
the federal principles and proceedings, during the adminis- 
tration of Mr. Adams. Their usurpations and violations 
of the Constitution at that period, and their majority in 
both Houses of Congress, were so great, so decided, and 
so daring, that after combating their aggressions, inch by 
inch, without being able in the least to check, their career, 
the republican leaders thought it would be best for them to 
give up th^ir useless efforts there, go home, get into their 
respective legislatures, enjbody whatever of resist9.nce they 
could be formed into, and, if ineffectual, to perislf thene as 
in the last ditch. All, therefore, retired, leading Mn Gat- 
. latin alone in the House of Representatives, and myself in 
the Senate, where I then presided as Vice President. Re- 
maining at oi|r posts, and bidding defiance to the brow 
beatings and insults by which they endeavoure^jd to drive 
us off also, we kept the mass of Reipublicans in phalanx to*- 
gether, until the Legislatures could be brought v^ to the 
charge; and nothing on earth is more certain, than if myaelf 
particularly, placed by my ofl&ce of Vice Present at the 
nead of the Republicans, had ^ven way, and withdrawn 
from my post, the RepubMcans throughout the Union would 
' have given up in desp&ir, and the cause would h|ve been 

I* 
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lost forever. By holding on, we obtained time for the 
Legislatures to come up with their weighty and those of 
Virginia and Kentucky particularly, but more especially 
the former, by their celebrated resolutions, saved tne Con- 
stitution at its last gasp. No person who was not a witness 
of the scenes of that gloomy period, can form any idea of 
the afflicting persecutions and personal indignities we had 
to brook. They saved our country however. The spirits 
of ihe people were so much subdued, that they would have 
sunk into apathy and Monarchy as the only form of go- 
vernment wruch could maintain itself. 

** If legislative services are worth mentioning, and the 
stamp of liberality and equality, which was necessary to be 
impressed on our laws, in the first crisis of our birth as a 
nation, was of any value, they will find that the leading 
and most important laws of that day were prepared by my- 
self, and carried chiefly by my efforts, supported, indeed, 
by able and faithful coadjutors from the ranks of the House, 
very effective as seconds, but who would not have taken 
the field as leaders. 

" The prohibition of the further importation of slaves 
was the first of these measures in time. 

*« This was followed >y the abolition of entails, which 
broke up the hereditary and hioh-handed aristocracy 
which, by accumulating immense mxisses of property in sin- 
gle lines of families, had divided our country into two 
distinct orders of nobles and plebeians.* 

*• But, further, to complete the equality among our citi- 
zens so essential to the maintainance of republican govern- 
ment, it was necessary to abolish the principle oi primoge- 
niture. I drew the law of descents, riving eqtm inherit- 
ance to sons and daughters, which made a part of the re- 
vised code. 

'* The attack on the establishment of a dominant reli- 
gion was first made by myself. It could be carried at first 
only by a suspension of salaries for one year, by battling 
it again at the next session for another year, and so from 

The durtributionof FBDEBALpATBOHTAeBinsmgle lines of fami- 
US8, by the national executive, has produced the same effect. Sons 
inherit the offices of their fathers with as much regularity and cer- 
tainty as they did their estates, under the law of PaiMOGBwiTUBB I ! 
'and this, too, under the reformed dynasty of the immaculate Repub- 
lieans, of whom Mr. Jefferson was the model and the father! ! ! 

Da 
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year to year until the public mind was ripened for the bill 
for establishing religious freedom, which I had prepared 
for the revised code also. This was at length established 

germaiiently, and by the efforts chiefly of Mr. Madison, 
eing myself in Europe at the time that work was brought 
forward. 

«* To these particular services, I think I might add the 
establishment of our university, as principally my work, 
acknowledging at the same time, as I do, the great assist- 
ance received from my able colleagues of the visitation. 
But my residence in the vicinity, threw, of course, on me 
the chief burthen of the enterprise, as well of the buildings, 
as of the seneral organisation and care of the whole. The 
effect of this institution on the future fame, fortune, knd 
prosperity of our country, can as yet be seen but at a 
distance. But an hundred well educated youths, which it 
will turn out annually, and ere long, will fill all its offices 
with men of superior qualifications, and raise it from its 
humble state to an eminence among its. associates which it 
has never yet known; no, not in its brightest days. That 
institution is now qualified to raise its youth to an order of 
science unequalled in any other State; and this superiority 
will be the greater from ihefree range of mind encouraged 
there^ and the restraint imposed at other Seminaries by the 
shactcles of a domineering hierarchy, and a bigoted 
ADHESION TO ANcfENT HABITS. Thosc DOW OH the theatre 
of affairs, will enjoy the ineffable happiness of seeing them- 
selves succeeded by sons of a grade of science beyond their 
own ken. Our sister States will also be repairing to the 
same fountains of instruction, will bring hither their genius 
to be kindled at our fire, and will carry back the fraternal 
affections, which, nourished by the same alma mater^ will 
knit us to them by the indissoluble bands of early personal 
friendships. The good old dominion, the blessed mother 
of us all, will then raise her head with pride 'among the 
nations, will present to them that splendour of genius 
which she has ever possessed, but has too long suffered to 
rest uncultivated and unknown, and will become a centre 
of ralliance to the States whose youth she has instructed, 
and as it were adopted. I claim some share in the merits 
of this great work of regeneration." 

We may consider as among Mr. Jefferson's last acts, the 
publication of his 'Memoirs,^ ^Jinas^^ and 'Correspondence,^ 
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which we have understood, that he marked for publication^ 
previous to his demise, with his own hand. * That his mind 
was sound and sane at that period, will not admit of a 
doubt. The works, therefore, which he thus ordered to be 
placed before the people, must be estimated as perfor- 
mances published by the author during his life -time; and 
not as posthumous productions, for the publicity of which 
he was not responsiole. The fact that he arranged and di- 
rected their publication, is sufficient to stamp them with 
the character of his living works, as much so, as if he had 
corrected the proof-sheets, as liiey fell from the press. 
Why he did so direct their publication, will admit of vari- 
ous constructions. My hypothesis is this — ^that he designed 
the volumes published by his grandson as materials for a 
biography, or history, from the time he ceased his Memoirs 
up to the period immediately preceding his death; and cer- 
tainly the character of the papers thus published, are every 
way calculated to carry out the idea of their publicity, as 
here suggested; being every way competent to furnish ample 
materiids for a history of his life. How far they influence 
the moral hues of his character, is another question, which 
perhaps, in the enthusiasm of literary vanity, and the fulness 
of political fame, he entirely omitted to consider. Censure, 
heavy and inconsiderate, has already been his portion for 
this redeeming act of political justice; for which, in our 
opinion, he deserves more encomium, than for any other act 
of his retirement. By giving the public these d.ocuments, 
he has placed them in possession of the truth, reckless of 
the consequences to his own glory, and in defiance of the 
vulgar prejudices of a narrow minded policy. But why 
should the disclosure of tiie truth, depreciate the fame of 
Mr. Jefferson? Such a position is neither consistent with 
sound ethics, nor compatiple with political justice. What- 
ever Mr. Jefferson has avouched for under his own hand, 
touching^ himself, thk^^ be received as historical truth: and 
if such averments be not favourable to his fame, who shsdl 
say, he had not aright to delineate himself as he really was, 
without being controlled, or restricted by any artificial 

* I have tlus {act fixnn Roberts Vauz, Esq. who derived his infor- 
mation from the grandson of Bfr. Jefferson; and which is ]mp<»tant, 
as it dispels a ^nend error of opinion, that his gzandson acted.^nth 
XS9ISQ&STI0H m making the publication, wjien^ in &ct, he JiMid.no 
^ojBkAjt agency whatever m the act 
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standard of his character which may have been adopted b^ 
the public under the delusion of appearances, or the fanati- 
cism of faction. His character was certainly best known 
to himself — his motives were truly known to no other; and 
his sentiments respecting his cotemporaries, could onlj 
flow in the limpid streams of truth from his own lips; 
and besides, his fame was his own property; if it had been 
overrated by those who knew him not, it was competent for 
him to present the people with a faithful likeness of himself^ 
by which they might correct the error. I do not know, that 
Mr. Jefferson has disclosed any thin^ but what misht not 
have been reasonably inferred from his conduct, or deduced 
from his principles— so that his testimony has only placed 
beyond d^ubt, what might have been otherwise open to 
dispute, controversy ana doubt. 

The first motive which actuated Mr. Jefferson to order 
this posthumous publication, was, without doubt, literary 
vam^t/— the ruline passion strong in its approach to the 
grave: the secona motive was to solve political problems, 
which, if not untied, might blur his fame; and to blacken by 
the worst imputations, the glory of men, whose renown, 
unless destroyed might equal his own, or perhaps eclipse 
him. Thfese three motives are evident on the face of these 
volumes. His ^ Anas,' blacken Washington, Adams, and 
Hamilton, as monarchists, with slight shades of difference 
in their opinions, on trivial subjects. 'R\%letters solve many 
curious problems, among which, and not the least, is his own 
conduct towards the great federal triumvirate just named. 
His * Memoirs j^ gratify his literary vanity, and indicate 
the extent of fame to which he was destined. I can readily 
imagine, that Mr. Jefferson misht suppose all these publica- 
tions would redound to his glory and fam&— that nis Me^ 
moir would be venerated by the people, with an enthusi- 
astic devotion in virtue of his services — ^that his '*^n«*,' 
would manifest a patriotism and love of liberty which would 
make up for calumny, mendacity and fiction; and that the 
benevolence and American spirit, which breathes through his 
* Epistles^'^ would more than compensate for their insince- 
rity, want of coherence, consistence and harmony, as well 
as candour, rectitude and truth. And as will always be the 
case in sudh works, the good tvill pred&mmate^ and thus 
snatch them as a whple, from that 4>erdition, to which, if 
totally evil, they must inevitably be "doomed. Thus, it is 
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after all, but a sprinkling.of evil tiiat we can detect in the 
post mortem publications of his grandson, as it respects his 
own character as .a poUtidan and a statesnum. How far 
these documents may. affect his party is. another question; 
and I mi»t»{uiire^candidlj acknowledge, that Mr. Jefferson 
h^ sud^^jS^E:itt tfaee.e*,y(^yu4i\e8, to overthrow the entire 
foiOLndatioh and superstructure of^fiLO; democratic party; not 
leaving one stone upon another, or cement enough to bind 
together a fragment of principle to . a pebble of policy I 
They have wrought a total subversion of the great land- 
marks, which were supposed to divide the two parties. As 
the grand magician of his party, who conjured it put of the 
yjices of the French effervescence of Ninety-Three; he. has, 
by a MngW^i^ wave of his wand, dispelled the whole illusion; 
and the ch^dcttoff scene vanishes from our view, with the 
same apparition-like. celerity that it first made its appear- 
ance; and we stand paralysed^th amazemei^^.at tne ex- 
traordiOj^iry fiict, of so lajpsiN^^or^oii of mankind having 
^yei^^;^gl^delt6idn, \mch eludes the grasp of reason, 
defies idilflf^nition of logic, and baffles the mightiest efforts 
of the great genius of its author, to reduce it to the palpable 
form and tangible proportiona of reality. Who, in the con- 
templation of such a picture, can abstain from ventine a 
siffh over the frailty oi genius, and indulging in a smde, 
when he reflects on the^ easy credulity of the world, that 
not only swallows with avidity, but invites by eager solici- 
tation, the fiction that enMaves, and the illusion that 
degrades it! 

From a careful investigation of the writings of Mr. Jef- 
ferson, published since his demise, we deduce the followine 
three causes of party distinction, between federalists aha 
ref«E|£eaBs; mojt P- VjW J ^ ^fe^^ cluuracterising the former, 
have been fully aSopMRna confirmed by the latter. 

/Yr«/.— English Monarchists, who adopted the Bri- 
tish Constitution as the model of perfection, and desired to 
introduce it in the United States: the proof being in the 
desire of the Eastern States to dissolve the Union. This 
was a fiction of fanaticism, and of course, not to be adopted 
by any party* 

^yecona.— The Monied Aristocracy, revolving round 
the Bank af the United Statee^ and the Funded Debt. 

JTUrd. — ^The friends of the Union of the States, as 
contending for the supremacy of the United States over the 

Dd2 
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States, in opposition to those who espouse State Rights, 
on the ground that the Sovereignty of the latter is para- 
mount to the authority and power of the former! 

These may be termed the substantive grounds of party 
distinction, as avowed by Mr. Jefferson, omitting personal 
and minor considerations, incidental to, or growing out of 

them. , ' 

Now, the first has been fully exploded as a vision of 
fanatacism, unworthy the serious attention of any rational 
being; in itself ridiculous, and con^letely refuted by the 
change of tiie scene of Sedition from the North to the 
South; the federalists having become republicans — and 
the republicans of the South bemg transformed into English 
monarchists^ yet at the same time being friends of state 
RIGHTS, as well as champions of the bank of the united 
STATES— comprehending the sin^lar contradiction of being 
the largest stockholders in that institution — ^the essence of 
the monied aristocracy, and according to Mr. Jefferson's 
theory, not omitting even Virginia I the admirers of the 
British Constitution, who desire the restoration of the 
English Monarchy! 

In the second point, we have an ample refutation in the 
historical fact, that the present Bank of the United States, 
was incorporated by a Congress unanimously Democratic 
— 4nd that it was approved and suggested by Mr. Jef- 
ferson's FAVORITE democratic disciple, James Madison, 
as well as its stock being owned, and its management con- 
trolled by democrats— enemies of England, and champions 
of Sta-^e-jRights ! At a time too, when the Funded Debt 
had nearly all got into the hands of the republican party. 

His third point of distinction is not much sounder; and car- 
ries more of spacious pretence to liberty, ihan true devotion 
to constitutional law. As the author of the Kentucky and 
Virginia resolutions, nullifying the alien and sedition 
LAWS, Mr. Jefferson is justly considered as the father of this 
false doctrine, of oppugnation to federal laws, in virtue of re- 
served rights, not Decause there do not exist reserved rights, 
but because, to exercise them in the mode here meditated, 
would be to destroy the end of government, and prostrate 
the whole system of rights belonging to the majority^ for a 
few reserved, rights, supposed to be infringed by an excited 
minority. Mr. Jefferson has himself confuted this doctrine 
of forcible resistance of the laws of the Union in his letter 
to Judge Johnson, where, in criticising MarshalPs decision 
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in the case of Cohen, he remarks — " But the chief justice ' 

sajs, < there must be an tUtimate arbiter somewhere. ' True, 
there must, but does that prove it is either party? The 
ultimate arbiter is the people of the union, assembled 

BY THEIR DEPUTIES IN CONVENTION, Ot the CoU of Cofl' 

gressj or of two-thirds of the States. Let them decide to 
which they mean to give an authority claimed by two of \ 

their organs. And it has been the peculiar wisdom and ^ 

felicity of our Constitution, to have provided this peaceable 
appeal^ where that of other nations is at once to force. " 
Thus emphatically dfid Mr. Jefferson confute all the dif- \ 

ferences, which remained for the ingenuity of party to \ 

draw a line of hostile separation between nominal federal- 
ists and- professing republicans. So much for those sub- 
stantive grounds of difference, which can only be relied on 
to justify pretensions to superior .political virtue in either « 

party. 

In the same letter to Judge Johnson, he justifies his 
publication of his < Letters' and < Anas' by tne following 
observations-—* History may distort truth, and wiU distort 
it for a time^ by the superior efforts at justification of those 
who are conscious of needing it most. Ivor unit the open- 
ing scenes of our present government be seen in their true 
aspect^ until the letters of the day, now held in private 
hoards," shall be broken up, and laid open to public view.^ 
It was, no doubt, to facilitate this object of historical truth, 
which impelled him to order those publications which have 
so astonished and electrified some, and so enlightened and 
undeceived all I 

It was doubtless with a view to clear ufi the opening 
scenes of the government, that Mr. Jefferson gave his pri- ^ 
vate letters to the gaze of the public eye; and to this lau« 
dable motive, blended with that literary vanity, which is 
so common to all, and so harmless in itself, are we indebted 
to him for that rich repast which his writing furnish to 
the curious politician, and the patriotic Amencan. . 

Whether aU has been published from his pen, however,. , 
that would throw light on the opening schemes of the po* * 
litical drama of his day, is a question which yet remains to 
be answered; and which time only can disclose. It seems 
to be probable that little more remains behind, with the 
single exception of that full correspondence which took 
place between him and John Adams, during his retirement; 
and which naturally excites a desire that tbo^e, to whom 
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the papers of the latter statesman have been confided, will 
co-operate in clearing up the mystery of the melo -drama 
of party which has been acted for tne amusement of the 
people, and the pro/it of the managers, by giving to the 
public a full and exact edition of his letters, papers and 
memoirs. 

IVfr. Jefferson's style of composition will compare with 
the best authors of the English language, bein^ at once 
energetic, harmonious, flowing and ele^nt. His diction 
was highly expressive, bis choice 4>f words copious, and his 
command of language wonderful ^ but he sometimes d^ene- 
rated into the French structure of phrase; and sometimes 
became feeble and obscure from too much diffuseness. On 
the whole, however, his composition is equally remarkable 
for strength, purity and elegance; and he is one of the few 
of our public men who may take rank by the side of Wash- 
mgton, Hamilton^ Marshall^ and <7ay, for the elocj^uence 
of their style, and the force and energy of their diction. 

On the whole, viewing his character in every li^t in 
which it presents itself, and contemplating him m the 
a^regate of his greatness, history presents us with few 
men endowed with greater abilities, or better calculated to 
promote the happiness of mankind. Fulfilling this. desti- 
nation of his genius and his learning, he earned out into 
practice the plans suggested by his benevolence for the 
EqvALizATioN of human rights and human enjoyments; and 
became, not only one of the founders of this great repub- 
lic, but the special apostle of liberty, in opposition to 
those systems of aristocracy which seek to gnnd the peo- 
ple to the lowest point of human imperfection and enjoy- 
ment, in order to make them the more passive and unresist- 
ing victims to the fetters of power, and the schemes of am- 
Intion. With a heart always alive to the inherent claim 
of the great family of his fellow beings to life, liberty and 
property, on the principles of equity and equal rights, he 
possessed a head endowed with sagacity to penetrate to the 
causes of human oppression, ana resolution sufficient to 
undertake their removal; nor did he pause in this glorious 
work of political reformation, until, oy patient persever- 
ance, and unremitting labour, he succeeded in the consum- 
miation of a system of principles which have secured to tiie 
people of the United States the greatest sum of political 
happiness, which seems compatible with the exercise of 
universal liberty. 
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Among the people of antiquity, it was esteemed almost 
miraculous for men to rise to supreme power in virtue of 
their genius and merit, independent of those adventitious 
aids at that period so much resorted to^ such as force, fraud, 
fortune, or some other accident, distinct from native vigor 
of mind, and felicity of genius, on the one hand, and the 
beauty and harmony of the elective franchise on the other; 
by which a free people spontaneously confer sovereign 
authority as a reward to merit, or a token of gratitude for 
public services. 

In modern ages, but especially in this happy country, we 
have become so accustomed to this imposing spectacle, as 
no longer to behold it with surprise; and it therefore ex- 
cites little emotion, although worthy of the highest admira- 
tion, as a circumstance ennobling to 'human nature, to be- 
hold Washington and Jefferson springing up from the ob- 
scure condition of plebeian rusticity, *& occupy the chair of 
supreme power, arrayed in all the attributes of kingjs, and 
armed with the mighty energies of empire. Yet this fact 
illustrates with so much force, the most beautiful feature of 
our free and equal government, where all native Americans 
are eligible to the highest post of honour, that we ipay rea- 
sonably pause for a moment to moralise on this resemblance 
in their humble origin, and splendid fortunes — ^to contem- 
plate in the young Surveyor of Lord Fairfax, the renowned 
FATHER OF HIS COUNTRY; and to trace in the Village Law- 
yer, of a small town in Virginia, the future author of the 
Declaration of American Independence, and the third Pre- 
sident of the United States-— one of whom, by his achieve- 
ments in arms shook the British empire to its centre; while 
the other, by his masterly exposition of human rights, scat- 
tered the seeds of revolution over every soil cursed by the 
band of oppression, or blighted by the shade of tyranny. 
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It was for the poets of antiquity to sing of the creative 
powers of genius, and to invent monstrous fables to illus- . 
trate its transcendant career; but it was left for American . 
history to exhibit in the common occurrences of real life, 
the force of superior intellect to mould for itself that hish 
destiny for which nature had qualified it at its birth, by ' 
endowing it with faculties to overturn the mighty fabric of 
feudal ages, consolidated by tyranny, and cemented by 
time. It was left for Washington in the field, and Jef- 
ferson in the cabinet, to accomplish a revolution without 
a parallel in history for its grandeur, and which may chal- 
lenge the wisdom and judgment of mankind to surpass it in 
the wholesome principles it has established for the govern- 
ment, or the mass of happiness it has secured for the en- 
joyment of the human family. 

An excess of glory is highly injurious to a just apprecia- 
tion of character; for, while greatness intoxicates the mind, 
virtue is sure to captivate the judgment: and the lustre of ! 
both combined, are naturally calculated to lead to adulation 
on the one hand, or give birth to envious detraction on the 
other. 

The unanimous award of mankind in favour of the genius 
and honesty, purity and patriotism of the character of 
George Washington, while it furnishes ample reason to 
abstain from an indiscriminate indulgence in panegyric, 
^hich his greatness can well dispense with, present us, 
on that account, with sufficient inducements to analyse the 
peculiar traits of his great mind, with an impartial freedom, 
which, being equally removed from servile flattery, and 
rigid justice, may preserve that happy medium, in which 
truth, softened by benevolence, may draw a faitiiful picture, 
without deepening the shadows by malice, or flinging the 
lustre of fiction over the bri^t and smiling features of its 
virtues. 

Genius, like Nature, combines such opposite qualities, 
as either to kindle enthusiasm, or excite incredulity and 
dislike. Hence men,* too great, are equally liable to be- 
come objects of adoration to some, and of abhorrence to 
others. In this manner, it is always more difficult to dis- 
sect than to apprecia,te the concentrated merits of one who 
is alike distinguished in opposite professions, than another 
who is merely noted fw excellence, however transcend«ait, 
in a single pursuit. 
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Thus, where the glory of the statesman and the warrior 
unite, the glare and effulgence of his entire fame, will 
scarcely permit us to.survey with cool and impartial reason 
the qualities and deeds of the one, separate and apart from 
the talents and achievements of the other, so as to arrive at 
an exact knowledge of the principles and views of the poli* 
tician^ distinct from the honesty and zeal of the patriot^ or 
the courage, skill, and prudence of the military commander. 
We all know that Jove has his thunders^ but it is permitted 
to few only to trace the mysterious course of his wisdom, 
or admire the infinite beneficence of his decrees, that govern 
and control the harmony of nature. 

In the same manner, me verdict of the public has attested, 
in a voice too emphatic to admit of a doubt, to the genius, 
learning, statesmanship, and patriotism of Thomas Jef- 
ferson, so as to dispense with that spirit of adulation, 
which we are so prone to fall into when engaged in an in- 
vestigation of the merits, or a comparison of the characters 
of individuals, prominent on the page of history, for their 
virtues, talents, and public services: for, true greatness^ 
like Nature in her majesty, is ^ when unadorned adorned 
the most.' The statue of Jupiter does not require to have 
its brows entwined with roses, in order to add to its sub- 
lime proportions, or deepen the veneration felt for the god. 

But here again a fresh difficulty arises; for genius in 
one branch of greatness only, however resplendent, must 
suffer disparagement when brought into contrctst with con- 
centrated greatness, that glows with equal lustre in every 
path of duty. Apollo may captivate the hosts of heaven 
with his lyrej but it is for Jove only equally to excite affec- 
tion, admiration and awe. 

This contrast of their characters and career, however, 
is not only natural, but unavoidable. Both were th^ found- 
ers of the republic — ^both flourished in the same administra- 
tion-— both co-operated to produce the same revolution, and 
establish the same government— both acted as Presidents 
of the republic— ^both headed antagonist parties— both con- 
ferred unbounded benefits on the same age, and on posterity 
—both interwove their minds in the government, and infused 
their principles into the people. To bring two such charac- 
ters into comparison appears inevitable; if that comparison 
results in contrast, it is still more extraordinary, but equally 
unavoidable. 
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It will scarcely be denied, that a man may be honest in 
his views of State policy, and firm in his political prin- 
ciples of constitutional liberty^ that he may love his coun- 
try with an unalloyed and holy love, seeking to promote 
its welfare and happiness, with a single eye to its glory 
and freedom; and yet, that his principles may be mva* 
lidated or impaired by a constitutional moral weakness 
that gives the hue of truth to his fallacious impressions, or 
arrests his best judgment by the irresistible force ot a pre- 
dominant passion* The history of man proves him a crea- 
ture of delusions, by showing his convictions to be the off- 
spring of his passions rather than the effects of his reason. 
This, indeed, is more or less the fallible tenure of all great- 
ness; even the highest intellect and genius, to which every 
man, however he may rise in the scale of superiority or 
perfection is liable; but which is too frequently confounded 
with a total exemption from error, in the general glare of 
renown which encircles a great and a good name. 

As time rolls on, and the experience of new generations 
reveals discrepancies of opinion, or starts doubts of princi- 
ples and powers, in relation to the organic structure of our 
government i-^-or conflicting interests give birth to fresh 
questions of rights or novel propositions of liberty; the 
authority of great names, as well as the force of illustrious 
examples, as additional inducements arise to recur to them, 
become of the most essential importance, and not only ex- 
cite an intense interest and curiosity, but prompt us, from 
a regard to our own rights, to ascertain the principles and 
opimons of those eminent men who were instrumental in 
forming the government, or achieving the independence of 
' the nation; and thus beget an additional curiosity, of a cha- 
racter peculiar to itself, to pry into the motives of their 
conduct, and compare the merits of their deeds, as well as 
the soundness of their principles, the sincerity of their 
opinions, and the honesty of their professions. 

Among the events within the compass of the present age, 
which have thrown a new and exciting interest over the 
lives, deeds and opinions of these two extraordinary men, 
the animated and still protracted discussion of the rights of 
the individual States, and the controlling power of the 
Union — stand prominent for their formidable consequences, 
and maintain a fearful attitude, both in respect to the per- 
manence of the Union, and the popular lame of its two 
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most distinguished founders. The reference, that has so 
frequently been made to the opinions of Mr. Jefferson, to 
sustain the dqctrines of the party in favour of State supre- 
macy 5 and the implied sanction of Washington to principles 
of an opposite tendency, seem to have invested mose emi- 
nent patriots with a responsibility for modern opinions, 
which an investigation offacts will scarcely warrant. Yet, 
how far these presumptions are justified by historioal events 
and political testimony, presents a subject for curious in- 
vestigation, at the same time that it gives ris^ to another, 
still more deeply interesting, because involving considera- 
tions of the highest moment to the rights, liberties and hap- 
piness of the liuman family, not only in r^|pect to their 
popular appreciation, and the true value which we ought to 
place on their respective characters, but whether their 
principles, attributes and achievements, as statesmen, poli- 
ticians and Presidents, were truly modelled on the frame 
of the Constitution, or the Constitution modell«^ on tl^: 
frame of their opinions and principles? And it will appea3f 
strange, if, in the progress of this investigation, we should 
arrive at tiie extraordinary fact, that the nUnd of Wash- 
ington was the fountain whence flowed the wisdom and 
beauty of the federal Constitution'--and that Constitution 
became the fountain of !tfr. Jefferson's political principles: 
so that instead of bringing them into conflict, upon tiiis vexed 
and litigated question, we reduce them to harmony by 
showing that while both were republicans, both were at the 
same time federalists: the only difference between them, 
consisting in this — that Washington, as the Father of the 
Constitution^ viewed it with the eye of knowledge — and 
that Jefferson, as its disdjpk^ surveyed it with the prying 
glance of criticism, content to acquiesce in its doctrines, 
yet as captious, to question its wisdom, as he felt disposed 
to acquire celdbrity by pointing out its defects, or suggegt- 
ine improvements, which might fortify liberty in impreg- 
ni£le strength or diffuse its blessings to the more universal 
enjojrment and happiness of mankind. 

It is a striking circumstance, in the history of these dis- 
tinguished men, that the mostardent friendship should have 
subsisted between them from the year '76 to ^93; and that 
on the part of Jefferson it never abated up to the day of his 
death, as far as professions serve to indicate affection and 
esteem; while as it respects Washington, he seems suddenly 

Be 
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to hare dropped all intercourse with the former from the 
period of that popular commotion which followed the ratifi- 
cation of Jay's treaty, when Mr. Jefferson toc4 so decided 
a part igainrtt ^kt fatiier of his eonn^. Troe, Jefferson 
always contended that no coolness existed between <hem; 
b«t as it respected Washington, this was an error. On the 
part of Jefferson, it mast ever be ifegretted that political 
manttement shonld have brought him into eollision with 
Washinj;ton$ for no man was better calculated for ardent 
and lastmg friendship than Jefierson-^whose heart on all 
occasions seems to flow into his pen, and spread over his 
paner^ in the most captivating language of affection. His 
letter to Washington, accepting the state Department, is 
the purest effusion of devoted fiiendi^p, that, perhaps, ever 
was penned by one statesman to another! Who was to 
blame for the rupture of this amity? He who ohanged his 
Opinions and his deportment, or he who remained stedfast 
imd unwavering in nis ancient creed and patriotic demea- 
nor? Unquestionably, he who changed witn the times, and 
preferred ambition to fixed principles, was more open to 
censure for ruptured 'friendship, than the man, who clinging 
to the'Constifution of his oonntryj resisted the^lundments 
of foreign fectidns, in order the mofe secutely to esliMish 
ike indepetidenee of his'countm The mmMent timt Jef- 
ferson left the H'^ashing'i&n 'CitSinH^ even overlooking his 
lissaults on its chief and its measut^s, whilst a member of 
iti^-^iit moment, he eeused tolie u friend to the great man 
at the head of the nation. It did not necessarily follow, 
however, tiiat he should become his enemy $ yet he did be- 
come his enemy, by secret iimfMttations^of motftfchical pro- 
pensities, and avowed impcaehment of the vigm* of his un- 
derstanding, by representing hhn as tfie dupe of those 
around him : playii^ on his <^haraciter, the iniodious ariillei^ 
of timnuafiaT^-^^ouchinefor his honesty, btttlamenting his 
delusion^^^onfessing to his patriotism, yet weeping over the 
infatuations that were {Mr^ing the eountry to ruin ! The 
crime of Washington was his <abstinenee mta the French 
'Revolution^ and that he gave the preference to Mcmiltm as 
a counsellor, than to Jeffkrs&n! Hence the self-love of the 
latter was woundedi and under the mortification of this^tp- 
parent neglect, he felt resentment against one, whose great- 
ness he envied; at l^e same time that he resolved to detract 
from his virtue^ in order to lessen his infln^ce^ which 
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must otherwise place Adamn^ or Hamilton, aa hig succ$9B0r 
in the Presidential chair. 

But before I enter fully into a review of their deeds^ it 
maj here be pri^per to meet, and obviate an objection tp 
bringing them into comparison, or juxtaposition, which haa 
so often been alleged* as to merit a special r^mark^ In 
forming a comparison between the characters of these emi- 
nent men, we naturally entertain an apprehension of bring- 
ing them into conflict, by a supposed hostjUty of principle, 
and of genius, of party attachments anci national policy, 
which is calculated to throw them into such deci4ed con- 
trast, as necessarily to create a mutual disparagementi ^ 
if the merit of one was the demerit of the otheri and that 
there existed some malijp spirit, which flaring the torch of 
demoniac rage over th^r ashes, wQuld render th^ ^^i^c^^f 
lence of both entirely incompatible with trutht mi ofTen* 
sively repuffnant to justice. 

Happiljr for the cause of history and public virtue, the^e 
a^renensions are found to be as fallacious, as they appear 
at first sight to be illiberal; for the mist of party p^ion 
having been blown off bv the winda of time, we c^m 9qw 
analyse their virtues and talents, witiiout having oi|r per-r 
cepbons distorted by the lens of faction, or our feelmga 
embittered by that rage of collision which is so apt to e^dite 
resentment, and so often festers into malignityi B^ido^ 
this reason, which in itself is amply sufficient, the v],rtve9 
of Washington have left nothing m the power of history 
to disparase-^while the pubi.|c asnviop^ qf |£f vnitfON^ 
are more mn adequate to count^^ct any p^saiUe friulty 
of character, which the most fastidious virtne, or sh^rp-' 
sifted maligidty could detect, amidst tW vaned m^3s of 
opinions and principles, that constitute hia politicals liten^y , 
scientific, and philos4^phical character. 

In the different bent of th^ genius* and their oppoaii# 
pursuits in life, we may discover simple a^ad adequate c^se 
to account for all thoae feature of contmriety* whii^h dia-r 
tin^ished and marked ibeir ramotiv^ cbaintfit^fa^ «»4 
which, throwing one into a sple^^d eimn#n?#» vUf^b ^<i 
civic talents of the other caused hm to daapi^f fif .^tifm'* 
ing^ naturally infused a feeUng of ORvy, wHm in ^m^ m- 
dttced those oollisionfl* that terminatod in a» #)t^U4Mi« 9f 
unfriendly disparagement The instime^ve pri^p^^y Qf 
Washington to the occupati<mf and Ub ft^y^mA nM^ty t^ 
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achieve the conquests of war, fwins a beautiful contrast to 
the equally decided bias of the mind of Jefferson to ciyil 
and pacific pursuits; and not only explains the disparity in 
their characters, but accounts, m some measure, for the 
discrepancy of their views, principles and policy. But it 
was certainly a misfortune in Jefferson, that he possessed 
but one of the attributes of greatness, and that one the least 
obtrusive, and the least glaring, which naturally seeks the 
shade of tiie grotto, or the quiet repose of the study, achiev- 
ing its intellectual conquests in tranquil labour, and denied 
all that eclat and renown, which attends upon * the pride, 
pomp and circumstance of glorious war.' This deprivation 
of military talent, was itself a cause of inferiority, which 
no acquirements of science, or vigour of genius could com- 
pensate; and which must necessarily depress him below 
Washington, unless the latter had been, in like manner, as 
destitute of civil greatness as Jeft'erson was of military ta- 
lents. 

On the other hand, it was the sood fortune of Washington, 
to combine all the great, and to oe disfigured by none of the 
little, or mean qualities of the statesman and the soldier; 
but to rise toi;he highest degree of perfection in both, as his 
genius qualified him to shine with equal lustre in both— «n 
endowment so rare as to furnish us with but two or three 
similar examples throu^out the whole range of history. 
This combination of civil and military talent, called into 
action at a peculiar period of the revolution of the govern- 
ment from aependence to liberty — exalted him to me head 
of the nation, Dy those natural and imposing circumstances, 
which invests a father with authority over his children, by 
inspiring that unbounded confidence, which flows from gra* 
titude tor that safety and protection, which a general only 
can give to a people in time of war, when pillaffe, devasta<> 
tion, ravage and names, aggravate the horrors oi ^e sword. 
It was equally fortunate, that his military station was so 
intimately connected with, and dependent on his civil du* 
ties, so that he could not fail to become proficient in both at 
the same time, in a path peculiar to himself-*^lear and un- 
obstructed by the labours of others, without precedents to 
embarrass him, or counteracting power to perplex his en^ 
terprises, or check and defeat his plans. By this means, 
the for<?e of his genius had full play, and increased the na- 
tural weight of hi3 character to a gigantic magnitude. 
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opening a wide ield £»r the eiliibition of virtues, mi the 
dtsplaj of talents, whipii akowing him to be euperior to the 
abuse of power, aoiicewyetent to all Ae duties eS botii ciidl 
and militaiy govedrnment, gaye fcim a coH»plete command of 
public ommon, hv haying pesaeesed himself of the hearts 
and conndence of the people* Thus, he rose to ^ sujHreme 
ma^tracy, by the natum force of his rirtues, the rigour 
of his mhius, the easiness of his seryicest and the ca^tent 
and BoUdit J of his patriotism, without resorting t» intrigue 
or management nt did not rec)uire, and he did not pos" 
sees, the art, finesse and strstag^ass of the professional fM>- 
liticiani and was, therefore, untarnished ij -diose vicies, 
which, politicaUy, passions genesrate, to soil the (A«racter by 
sores, as fevers deface the complesitm by unsightly erup- 
tions. He had no rival-Hnoannpetitor, because noman of 
his age united in himself the same qualities, or had per- 
formed the same services to his country: hence, no man 
thought of attempting to rival one, to wlMHn all bowed with 
deference, as to a being of acknowledged superiority^^-^md 
to whom all w^e equally contented snd prtwd to owe alle* 
giance, as the virtuAua ioi incomparable chief of their free 
and unbiassed choice^ ^ , 

Lms commanding in the scope of his public services, less 
exalted in his political attitude, and less briilant in bis ce- 
lebrity, Mr. Jefferson was still e«|ually transc^dent in the 
grasp ^ his mind, and eqnidly distinguished for the value 
dfhis pnblic performances; inirinHcmy equal as a states* 
man, though externally inferior to Washington in the attrii^ 
btttes ^ heroic splcadonr. To Thomas j£r fbusoit we are 
indebted for that great and magnifieesi^ creed of civil 
LXBKRTV which now defines, secures, and nrotects our rights, 
as men bom equally irtte^ equally entitled to the pursuit 
and enjoyment of hajppineas, and equally qualified tor the 
exalted task of self-wremment. The DECLAnATio>r or 
IvDBPBNDBiroK, whidi drcw its existence from the lueid 
force of his eloquent pen, inspired by the genuine sprit of 
liberty, as well as sustained by the soundest doctrines of 
philosophical truth, must ever be estimated as a ^^roduction 
sufficient to entitle him to the admiration and ^titude of 
all people in all ages; and yet great as it intrinsically is, 
as the special testament <^ American lU>erty, it is only to 
be adequately appreciated by viewing it as the fountain of 
human rights in every dime-^-«s the grand foundation upon 
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which every nation mi^t erect the superatracture of Free- 
dom— «» ^e great root of human rimts, from which grew 
the branches of universal liberty^ under whose shade every 
man could enjoy his own vine, and his own fig-tree. Such, 
rationally appreciated, is the iidierent merit of that memo* 
rable paper. 

But its preciousness did not terminate in its production; 
nor was its great author to be satisfied with the mere pro- 
mulgation of abstract principles, without feeling an ambi^ 
tion to g^ve them a practical illustration which should de* 
nonstrate that they were adapted to the increase and 
division of human hapless. It was reserved for Jeffer- 
son to direct the administration of the federal government 
according to the DedaraHon of Indq^mdence^ and to have 
established in its principles the ereat landmarks of the 
CoNSTiTUTioK that was subsequently adopted; and which, 
although not present in person^ to influence, he was present 
in spirit^ speaking through the truths of that document all 
that liberty and wisdom could have enunciated from the 
glowing lan^age of his tongue, had he been on the floor of 
the Convention. In this there is a striking similitude be« 
tweenhim and Washington; the two greatest documents of 
the republic, the Farewell Address, and the Declara- 
tion or Independence, having been produced by them; 
both invaluable, as containing the imperishable creed of 
American Liberty, but produced under circumatances'the 
very opposite of each other, and for purposes wholly dis« 
nmilar; the Declaration of Independence leading tiie way 
to a separate government in a republican form, and the 
Farewell Address being designed to perpetuate 4he Union, 
and preserve liberty, by lessons derived from the experi* 
ence of its great author. And fortune, as if to compen- 
sate to Jefferson, for the superior glory of Washington, 
had decreed that his name should not be appended to ike 
Declaration of Independence; so she equally favoured 
Washington, in turn, by denying Jefferson the fame of sit- 
ting in the Federal CTonvention. Here again, however, 
Washington soars superior to the sage of Monticelio; for 
Fortune, having given him an opportunity to compose his 
Valedictory, as a set-off* to the eclat of the Declaration; 
while, on the part of Jefferson, he had not the power to over- 
come the disadvantage of being excluded from the Conven- 
tion of States that framed the Constitution! 
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As it respects the comparatiye merits of the DeclaraHan 
and the Vaiedictary, it is difficult to determine which can 
boast the superiority. It was the peculiar fortune of Jef- 
ferson, and the peculiar felicity of his genius, incident to 
the active benevolence of his heart, to establish in the JDe- 
claration a radical principle of civil liberty, which, having 
extorted the universal assent of mankind, has caused it to 
be viewed as a standard of free government, which equally 
defies tyranny to extinguish, and reason to controvert. 
That standard consists in the defined and acknowledged 
sovEREioNTT OF THE PEOPLE, and their iruUimable equal- 
ity OF RioHTsi which, at that period, made a tiold and dar- 
ing inroad on established opinions, and inflicted on anti- 
quated prejudices a startling and mortal shock, which ran 
with the quickness of electricity throueh the nerves of man- 
kind, waking nations from the death*slumber of despotism, 
and causing thrones to totter, and empires to quake to their 
centre. It was universal in its sweep-^t was local in its 
efiicacy. In the radical principle it oefines, we possess an 
invaluable test of political justice, by which we may ad- 
just all controversies in collateral questions of government, 
or abuses of power | for it establishes points of policy as cer- 
tain and as irrefragible as the axioms of mathematical truth, 
or the unvarying principles of logic. Starting on the prin- 
ciple of inherent sovereignty and inalienable rights in the 
people, Jefferson furnished us with materials for that beau- 
tiful theory and practice of government, whose power 
extends only to the limit of expressly delegated authority, 
which never can encroach upon the ri^t^ reserved by the 
people, or pass beyond the reach of their control and final 
recall for it settled the responsibility of all public officers 
to thdir principals, the people, at the same time that it 
secured a recurrence to first principles to correct abuses; 
which principles were rendered so obvious and just, as to 
defy tyrants to obscure, suffoeate, pollute or destroy them. 
There is a merit in such an achievement which few states- 
men can boast of| and yet this was not all, for to Jeffisrson 
belongs the peculiar uid undivided glory of not only the 
origin, and the daring enterprize of the primary announce- 
ment of the truths of the BedaroHon to the world, but the 
higher merit of acUng on them as the primary elements ot 
liberty, of deeper authority than the constitution itself. 
The original suggestiqn, qr authorship of this paper, there** 
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Corey WM not ike eclipui^ point of merit, belimging to his 
eenivs and Mtriotism. When invested with i& supreme 
UiBCtions m eoTemment, it was his fortune to carry <mt, 
into nradce, uiose radical doctrines of liberty which he had 
so sulfiiUj iaeorpomted in the Declaration, thus eiving 
birth to a iohool rather than a party, who were wedded to 
a consistent adherence to the practice of doctrines of re* 
p«bUcan liberty, which that document had maintained in 
theory with snch captiyatiBg eloquence and resistless effect. 
This was a hi^ merit in Jefferson and ?ns sehoolf because 
of the existence of an adverse par^, whichf while it tacitly 
granted the eternal truths oi the Declaration, yet felt dh- 
posed to recede in practice from those grounds of right 
which made power respmmble to the peeple, reduced it to 
the minimum of enei^ necessary to order, and lopped off 
all excrescences of pomp, expense and perpetuity* which 
might seduce it into extravagance, or inflate it wim despo- 
tism. 8uch were some of the peculiar beauties and merits 
of the Dedarotion of Jndependehce, which, in the thunders 
of Washington's cannon, unrolled the scroll of human rights 
to the delighted gaze of an astonished world, surprised at 
tiieir own freedom, and bewildered with the consciousness 
of thdr own power. 

The VaUdtctory tf Wmkington^ with less of universal 
interest, comprises infinitely more of domestic utility and 
merit. It is the solemn record of wisdom, drawing its im- 
portant truths from the infallible texts of history and ex- 
perience; and announcing its precepts of public virtue, in 
the hallowed tones of pure and disinterested patriotism. 
It is the chart of that eternal ocean of time through which 
the flhn) of our liberty is to be steered, on which is pmnted 
the sale passage of the broad sea, the whirling pools and 
eddies that engulph and drift the vessel into dangerous cur* 
rents, and the rocks above, and the ehoah beneath i^^ waves, 
which, when once touched, wreck her f^Mreveri at one spot 
marking the cape of storms, and at another denoting the 
treacherous silver of the surface, which tempts mij to 
destroy. It is the work of the greatest political pilot that 
ever explored unknown regi<ms for the hapHpiness of man; 
of the most able commander, that ever recM^ded the experi- 
enee and observation of raiius, for the benefit of Ins succes- 
soiw, and the safety of the republic, 'dn*ou^ all the tempests 
of time, the changes <tf men, the vicissitttdes of fortune. 
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To the statesman, as well as to the people, it is more per- 
manently valuable than the Declaration; for whilst the vale- 
dictory is read and reverenced, the public virtue will re- 
main uncomipted, the public libertj secure from encroach- 
ment, the constitution safe from violation, faction will be 
rebuked into something like decency even in its prostitu- 
tions, and demagogues will tremble at the shadow of tiieir 
own vices, lest the voice of Washington, rising as it were 
from the sepulchre, to swell the blast of the trump of liber- 
tv, should rouse the just indignation of the people, to hurl 
them to merited destruction. 

The merit of these two papers are invaluable and pecu^ 
liar; and scarcely admit of that preference which would 
decree superiority to either. One teaches all people to 
attain freedom; the other teaches all free people how to pre- 
serve their liberties, rights and prosperity, by virtue, mo- 
deration and firmness. 

The style of composition which marks the two papers is 
admirably adapted to each, but that of the Valedictory is 
more impressive, pleasing and opulent— being more rich, 
full and nowing; wnilst that of the Declaration is more con- 
cise and formal, agreeably to its character; one was the 
Corinthian, the other the Ionic temple. The style of Wash- 
ington was easy yet disnified, lofty yet familiar; that of 
JcSferson was more elaborate, leamea and artificial, and 
excites more admiration than^pleasure. In their epistolary 
composition, Washington is superior, because less stiff and 
more elegant. The letters of Jefferson smell of the lamp, 
those of Washinston are the graceful effusions of an ac- 
complished mind, pouring out its spontaneous riches in a 
stream of native eloquence, not solicitous of parade and 
display, but intent on the single purpose before him; yet so 
polished and refined as always to escape either error, or 
n^ligence; being chaste without labour and beautiful with- 
out art In this respect Washington may be compared to 
Caesar, and Jefferson to Cicero; except that the former had 
less art than his Roman prototype; and the latter less elo- 
quence, though equally figurative and rhetorical. And 
here I will observe that the style of Mr, Jefferson partakes 
largely of the exuberance and fertility of his noble imagina- 
tion, while that of Washington seems more imbued with 
good sense and fine feeling, than vivid fancy or glowing 
sentiment; yet the power of composition, wbicu distinguish- 
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ed the latier, was tralj surprinn^ lor a military man, 
whose education liad been so limited, and whose active 
pursuits in life had been so far removed from the studies 
of the closet, and the taste of the belles letter^^ a circum- 
stance, however, which denotes the extraordinarj genius 
of the man, and which can alone account for that woader- 
fml career of distinguished success which attended all bis 
undertakings. 

It is to be lamented that Jefferson ever qfuestioned the 
authorship of the Y aledictorj bj Washmgton, by ascribing 
it to Hamilton and Madison; because it betrays a feeling to 
which Jefferson ought to have been superior, without the 
ability to substantiate the fact allied, which is reduced to 
a pure fiction. Jefferson had enough of literary fame to 
aatisfv him, without wishing to depnre his great predeces- 
sor of this wreath of his civic ^ory. Neither Madison nor 
Hamilton ever made pretensions to any share in the merit 
of this transcendent prodactioni which affords internal evi- 
dence that it came from the same mind, the same, pen 
throug^ho«t$ every part bearing testimony to the peculiar 
train of thinking and style for which Washington was so 
distinguished I and which bears not the most remote affini- 
ty to any thins tiuit ever flowed frcrni the nervous and con- 
cise pens of Alexander Hamilton and James Madison. 

It may safely be alUeed, that every hour that adds age 
and vigour to the fedend government, will add glory and 
applause to this precious valedictary document; and that 
as the people daily become more enlightened and virtuous, 
more weaned from fiicticms fomentinl by the passions of 
other countries, and having no connection wita our own, 
^y will also beccune daily converts to its sterling doc- 
trines of republican virtue, and holdii^ it not less sacred 
than the constitution which it so beautifully expounds and 
efficiently fortifies, they urill cling to it as lite ark of po-^ 
litical inspiration, from the true prophet of liberty. It is 
utterly impossible to appreciate this state pper beyond its 
real menta. Penetrato^ to the futui% witn tnat extraordi* 
narv prescience that distingui^ed this extraordinary man, 
he baa anticipated and portrayed every variety of piolitical 
erime^^-every feature of depraved demagO0sm-*-every dis- 
tortion of factious lubricity, and feverlHi ambition, that 
could arise to ddiauch our liberties, or, under the specious 
professions of hollow patrif^sm, destroy our constitution. 
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No events of our historjr-<4io eras of our parties-^no ex- 
tended measare8*-*4io novel policies of our countrj-^no 
fresh complexion newlv laid on by npstart demagogues, or 
fro^-mire candidates--4>fit will here be found depicted in 
their true colours, bv the admonishing voice of the paternal 
Washington; whose* purity of precept is only ecjualled by 
his soundness of principle^ and whose jealous solicitude for 
the rights of the people has no parallel, hut in the exalted 
wisdom of his care that government should act without 
impediment or obstructioii, from the combinations of parties, 
or false principles of resistance, disguised under colour of 
right and freedom. 

Free governments not only being established on the virtue 
of the people, but d^)endine for thdr permanency on the 
culture and preservation of meir moral purity, it has ever 
been esteemed a source of great calamity, to have their 
ideas of political morality depraved by bad examples; and 
on the other hand, it has ever been thought a proportionate 
blessing when the chiefii and leaders in a popular govern^ 
ment Imve deported themselves with a strict regard to truth, 
candour, sinceritv and justice. By observing an elevated 
course of political morality; by never professing what there 
is no intention to fulfil; by never fe^ning impracticable 
reforms; and never fabricatinjg fictitious and unfounded 
charges against antagonist partira; but always acting on the 
principle of truth, justice, and sincerity— -a statesman may 
do more to cement the liberties of his country, than by a 
hundred battles, or the extermination of a thousand foes, or 
myriads of hostile invaders. This was the peculiar merit 
or George Washington; he was an honbst and virtuous 
statesman; who has left in his example, as well as his pre- 
cepts, a model of public virtue, more precious to oar liber- 
ties, and more calculated to ensure the permanency of our 
free institutions, than the capture of Yorktoum^ or the victory 
of Saratoga. Contrasted with Washington in this feature 
of his character, Mr. Jefferson presents us with a display 
of Ekiropean finesse and insincerity in his political course, 
which, as his admirer on the sound points of his mind» we 
would fain behold buried in oblivion; but which his own 
testimon;^ has recorded on the pace of history in features 
too prominent to be either overioMced, or approved. This 
is the more to be regretted, as he had so much in his power 
of a contrary nature; being so pre-eminently qualified both 
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by genius and education, to exhibit to the people in the | 
beautiful lansuage of eloquence^ the advantages of public 
virtue, and the true glory which attends upon a strict ad- 
herence to truth, and a ri^d practice of sincerity, honesty, i 
and candour, which in all ages have extorted the applause \ 
and veneration of mankind. By pursuing such a course, he ' 
would have saved his country from that deluge of foreien 
passions which infuriate factions let loose upon us; and he 
would have abstained from that falnication of monarchical 
plots and designs, in which no sane mind could believe with- 
out supposing a weakness of reason, and a force of [Mission, 
wholly repusnant to his philosophical habits of enquiry and { 
reflection. But, by depraving the political morality of the 
people by fiction and intrigue, he laid the foundation of 
those violent struggles of party which have gone so near 
breaking up this happy confederacy into discordant frag- 
ments, ana tearing society in pieces by civil commotion, 
and factious brawls. In tnis respect, therefore. Washing- ! 
ton was the very opposite of his successor: for the former 
was truly the SOUL or honour, candour, and truth; who 
never feigned what he did not feel-— and never felt but at 
the impulse of honesty and justice. 

There was no one point of perfect equality between 
the external advaintast$ of these two transcendant men^ 
in every position of fortune, Jefferson being the inferior; 
nor was it possible to alter this relation of their destiny. 
When the commander in chief of the armies of a nation 
combines in himself virtue, public- spirit, and splendid ge- 
nius, together with the high ninctions of the supreme head 
of the government, his superiority becomes too manifest to 
be disputed, if the people are universally satisfied with his 
rule; and this was in an eminent manner the case with 
Washington, who was thus compelled to shun^ instead of 
coveting, the burden of public honors. The situation of Jef- 
ferson was precisely the reverse; and hence much of that 
diversity which marked their respective characters. 

Both were equally ardent, and honorably distinguished 
in their espousal of the principles of Liberty, and uie De- 
claration of Independence: — both were equally devoted to 
human rights and to human happiness, as the only just and 
rational end of all good government. At the commence- 
ment of the revolution, and up to the era of the adoption 
of the Constitution, both agreed harmoniously upon the 



means necessary te eaeure that object; au4 Mr. Jeffiwsosi 
Went se far as to proGkum himself a diseiple of consoHekk- 
tion^ from which he afterwards dissented, on ^ p6:wer t» 
incMporate a bank^ and some minor points of the organtc- 
laws. It was the French revolution that came with an awfuL 
thunder-clap upon their hacmcmj, when the bcmner of blood 
terrified Washington from democratk anarch^^ anyd nei?vedi 
the ambition of Jeffersim to ride on the whirlwind and direct 
the storm. 

From the earliest date of Americani politics, there is nA 
reason to believe that any essential difference of opinion^ 
existed between Washington and Jefferson, until the fer- 
ment produced by the French revolution aeted so violently 
on public opinion in the United States, as to attempt to/orcA 
an ALLiANOJc with France, in the cause of Liberty, and in* 
duce a war with England, as a test of the sincerity of our 
republicanism. At this time, when we can Calmly take sl 
retrospection of the fallacious feelings of that era^ we can 
smile with philosophical coolness at the mistaken ideas that 
then fomented illusions so gross, and led ta prejudices so 
totidly unfounded. It was destined, however, that the cool 
penetration and unperturbed sagacity of Washington should' 
detect the true character of the sanguinary assassins of 
France, and resist all allurements, arguments, and intimi- 
dations, to become a party to the battles of European cor* 
ruption, and maintain the integrity of American policy, on? 
the pure and independent basis of American principles. 
In this abstraction from the quarrels and intrigues of Eu* 
rope, Mr. Jefferson not only then concurred, but continued 
to enforce it up to the latest day of his existence; whilst^, 
during his administration, he successfully parried the cross- 
thrusts of the belligerents, without resorting to war: and,, 
makinff due allowance for his partiality to France^ and hi& 
antipauiy to England, he certainlj^ managed to avoid hos- 
tilities with si^al address, admirable management, and 
much diplomatic skill. But this is rather digressing from 
diepoint immediately before us. 

Tnere was some exception, however, to this unison of 
opinion between them on minor points of national policy- 
—such as the Bank of the United States, the Funded Ddit 
and the Protective System^ but this variation of views did 
not beget that discordant hostility which results from colli- 
uons generated by popular passions, and the inflammatory 
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feelings of partj. On these questions of constitutional 
r^t) or State expediency^ no passion was agitated, no 
pnde wounded, no vanity ruffled, no interest blasted, no 
ambition baffled, no feeling chafed. It was a mere difler- 
ence of abstract opinion, and ended with the expression of 
dissent. Far otherwise was that generated by the question 
of the Drench BevohUion, which caused every heart to leap, 
and every vein to swell with passion, which seized on the 
minds of the people like a raging fire, warming them with 
enthusiastic devotion towards souls of congenial liberty, 
and kindling implacable hate against all who would not 
minsle in the madness of the hour. Political friendship 
might live and flourish in the first named atmosphere of 
honest diff^enct of opinion^ but was wholly incompatible 
with the scorching heat of that era, whose volcanic eruptions 
of blood and anarchy threatened to sweep to destruction 
every opposing sentiment, and to immolate on the altar of 
popular vengeance, all who should dare to pause ere they 
yielded their plaudits to the blood smeared actors in the 
TVagedy of Mankind, Humanity would instinctively 
hesitate to contemplate the consequences. Interest would 
boldly dash into the current, and secure the effect of popu- 
larity, by sharing in the common infatuation of the hour. 

Whether it was owing to superior felicity of fortune or 
genius, or greater power of penetrating to the final result 
of principles and events, may be doubtful^ but it is certain 
that Washington was guilty of little, or no inconsistency, 
while Mr. Jefferson's course is marked by a constant suc- 
cession of fluctuating opinions and opposite views. Thus, 
we are presented in the old age of Jeflferson with the aingalar 
spectacle of his denunciation of the French revolution, and 
his exulting joy produced by the restoration of the Bour-- 
bonsJ The period of this change of opinion was February 
14, 1815, which will be found fully expressed in his letter 
to Lafayette of that date; and which manifests a contra- 
diction of views, in regard to foreign politics, not less re- 
markable, than he displayed in relation to our domestic 

'^i 7' .r'J™^ ^^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ administration. It may be 
asked, if he is to be denied the privilege of correctin«^ his 
opinions by the lights of history, and gaining increase of 
wisdom from tiic voice of time? Assuredly not. But 
wjr position is this, that it was the peculiar fortiine of 
Washington never to miscalculate events, or to embrace 
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novelties as blessings, which the course of experience de- 
monstrated as calamitous and afflictingi while on the con- 
trary, it was the misfortune of Mr. Jefferson to be a perpe- 
tual victim to chan^, deluded by the glare of every novelty. 
It was doubly a misfortune in this instance, however, that 
Jefferson should have made so great a transition from the 
extreme of French liberty to the opposite extreme of jBotir- 
bon despotism. 

All men are honest, frank, sincere, and free from dissi- 
mulation, when their ambition and interest, maintaining an 
even pace, leaves them under the just influence of weir 
passions, on the commonly received opinions of right and 
wrong. It is only when some great and extraordinary 
object of interest, or ambition interposes, to tempt int^ity 
from its hish-road, that the mina begins to entangle its 
thou^ts ana principles into a shape the best calculated to 
attain a desired end| and insensibly loses its candour and 
sincerity in the windings of finesse and the mesches of in* 
trigue. it was unfortunate for the fame of Mr. Jefferson that 
the French revolution ever existed $ and on the contrair, it 
was fortunate for Washington that it arose to test his firm- 
ness, and illustrate his total independence and purity of 
character. It was unfortunate for Jefferson, because it 
tempted him to change the character of the statesman for 
the politician, and to stir those waters which are always 
fraught with bitterness, and too often impregnated with 
poison to him who slakes the thirst of ambition at their 
fountains. 

Washington having no motive to court the people, by 
whom he was idolised before there existed any office to con- 
fer upon him, save his military command, of no profit^ of 
vast peril and doubtful honour! was frank, plain and ho- 
nest m all his opinions and dealings with the public, and 
could afford to even sacrifice his popularity to his duty. 
Nor was he only frank| he was courageously just, obsti- 
nately right, sternly honest by nature; and as it respected 
the wei^t of his popular influence, this rather reamred to 
be tamed, than stimulated or increased by artificial means. 
Jefferson, on the contrary, who at the bloody dawn of the 
French revolution got a glimpse of power, had to work his 
way to supreme authority, tnrough a host of rivals, who 
were the declared friends, par excellence^ of WasMngtoni 
and who, while they equalled, or surpassed him in civil 



4|«iMficaitiim» overtopped him at th&t period in popubKr 
eitoem: beBides, he hkd l>iit one Inraiick of talent to mo^e 
IB. aad ^ms to dfi|>end aotelj on hit genins, whkk was cer^ 
tainlj fireai; «m hiB BcieDce, ivJuch -was fnrofowid And iraii- 
ima; juid on hia tact and maoiagement as a poliiicaan, in 
vrliich he was excelled b^ none, to make his way to popalar 
finrouTy so as to enable him to sain iJt^ Presidential Cwxir. 
I saj, he had but one field of talent to operate ki to gain 
pspalant^r* because his philosophical attainmemts could not 
•e appreciated by the great inass of ikit population; and 
howeipier ihej ought ix him in the esteem of the leained, 
tbey oo«ld not promote his popnlaritj with the people. He 
was accordingly thrown on his diplomatic resources; asid if 
iie lost soaie of Ms smcerity in ^being compelled i» ^finesse 
for the Bsme) he had tiie consolaiion ra success to reconcile 
4um to %e censure <^ honest men. Compelled, therefore, 
io resort to some a^ ct^iamdum method of winniog the favor 
ond applause of the mOlion, lie seized on the first popalar 
eScrveocence to launch his hark «pon the-otrrent; aaid when 
flie French revolution broke out witli such a burst of flame, 
sack clouds of smoke, and such torrents of blood, and be 
peroemd that WaoMngton was too sternly honest, as well 
as literally sincere, even to colour his Neutrtd FoHe^ with 
one affiMted tinge of the igore of France, lest he sluMild be 
swayed from his duty by the impulses of feeling — tiiathe 
womd not even pretend to feel a sympathy for our ancient 
fiSy in arms^ when she flung herself to bathe in the ocean 
blood of liberty— -^ when she got drunk with blood to vomit 
ciime;^ but that he remained strictly and lionestiy consis* 
tent, with what both Jefhrson aad himself believed to be 
the true policy of tiie nation^ when Jofferson saw this, 
he discovered at aglaaee, that the pathway to power had at 
last opened to him, in a bnrst of popolari^ never before 
equalled; fin- the people, more prone to feel than to think, 
and more apt to think erroneously than ri^rt, unless they 
do fed, had embraced the cause <h France, because it was 
the canse of liberty, withowt knowing how it might tarnish 
the &Uh, or injure the interest of the nation. On this occa- 
sion H was, that Jc^erson began to aberrate from that high 
principle of sincerity, whi(^ reduced him to an inferiority 
to Waflihington, i»y practisingon the distinction between Hie 
character of the poUHekm and that of the statesman; and to 
act a part in the former capacity, which was inconsistent 
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with his principles and opinions, in the latter: for he fully 
a^ed with Washington, that it was the true policy of the 
United States, not to involve her interests in the quarrels 
of Europe. But the flood of liberty, as it bore public opi- 
nion whirling on its bosom, was too tempting to he resisted 
either by a laudable or a prurient ambition. It opened on 
him a hg^ht somewhat analogous to the glare of military 
renown, in its bloody and ferocious beams; that shed on his 
philosophical ^rments some of the reflected blaze of the 
heroes of the Uuillotine and the Martyrs rf Monarchy! To 
stand aloof on such a tempting crisis, would have shown a 
degree of prudery that his public character did not require; 
and which would have been as much out of place, as it 
would have been for Washington to assume the attitude of 
a demagogue, by plunging the nation into an alliance with 
France, and a wanton war against England. - Their positions 
and their characters, their objects and their interests, were 
diame^cally opposite. One was President, the other but 
a candidate in imagination; whose hopes of power at some 
future day, were but just expanding into blossom, and 
shooting K>rth those green buds of glory that carry so sweet 
a perfume to the heart. Yet Washington, in the same cir* 
cumstances, would not so have acted; for he disliked the 
glare of public life; and always retreated from, instead of 
wooing honors; while Jefferson, though averse to public 
ceremony, exact forms, and ostentatious displays, was yet 
fond of tne possession of power, and took great pleasure in 
its exercise, though opposed to its parade and display. In 
this latter quality, there was a close resemblance between 
them; for Jefferson himself informs us that all of the cere* 
monies which distinguished the administration of Washing- 
ton, were forced upon him by Colonel Humphreys and Ge* 
neral Knox, much to his own mortification, as he always had 
an invincible repugnance to public parade. 

Here again, however, we are presented with a perfect 
parallel between the conduct of Washington towards 
France, in resisting an alliance and preserving neutrality, 
and that of Jefferson, when President, in steering clear of 
any alliance with her or Engrland, during the times of the 
paper blockades, and the Benin and Milan decrees; which 
proves how strictly Jefferson imitated Washington, when 
placed in power, {tiough he affected to censure him with 
such seventy, when that great and pure Chief, saved us 

Ff« 
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frMft the stMn rf a co«cunrence in the Uoodj forms, an^ 
wild excesses ^ ^e French reTolution: imd whkh absti- 
ance 4ike people sanctioned, as was shown ]^ the electton 
id J<4ui Aoams, qu whom had fallen the mantle of Wa^*- 
iBf;toB; hat who to little knew how to preserre its paarkj 
UDlemished, or to appreciate its reii intrisaic Tirtaes^ ia 
Hkt spirit of the first wearer. 

But it is remarkable, ^at tu>o gretat reet^utions, the two 
l^reatest of modkam times, and ancient historj presents us 
with none similar, were the occasions of exaltuB^ Washii^- 
ten and Jefferson to the Presidentid chair; for it was iadn* 
Intablj the French revolution that opened to Jefferson the 
doer of the palaoe, and prepared the way far his fntore en- 
trance. It is tiie more extraordiiMiy, because Jefferson thna 
derived all the advantage of militar jr achievements, without 
drawuiff a swordi his mere iq)probation of the civil commo!^ 
tifcm ofFrasce, bavins procured him the support of ail its 
votaries, admirers and disciples in this country, as the vie* 
tones of Washington had done in respect to all the lovers 
of American independence. Thus, the moment that John 
Adams had abu$ea the strong government of Washington, 
bj drawing the cords too tight, which caused so powerful 
a reaction of public opinion, Jefferson stood ready, fuilj 
attired in the robes of liberty, to enter the Presidential 
chair, merely in virtue of his sympathy for France, bloody 
and reckless and tyrannical as she was> and without having 
changed essentially any of those principles and opinions 
which had qualified him to act in concert with Washington, 
in his cabinet, on all great national questions, with the 
exception of tiie Bakk of the United States and the 
FvNOED Debt: two measures, which, although deemed 
monarchical by Jefferson, have received the deliberate 
sanction of his ultra democratic successors, Madison and 
Monroe.* 

* As late as 1813, Mr. Jefferson declared, that he held no diffe- 
rence of pditical principle with Waidiington; that it was a mere dif- 
fcreao^ of sentiment or idea. He say»-^* The only point in which 
he And I ever differed in opinion, was, that I had more confidence 
than he had in the natural integrity and excretion of the people* 
and in the safety and extent to which they might trust themsefyes 
with a control over their government. He has asseverated to me a 
thousand times his determination that the existing government i 

should have a fair trial, and that in support of it he would spend the ■< 
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After all motive for fiaesse and managemeat was re* 
moved by the induction of Jefferson into power, the course 
. of his administratioii fully demonstrated this identity of 
principle and policy with that of Washington, exhibiting 
that remarkable fact, which establishes a radical difference 
of perceptions and principles between the higher order of 
pohtidans, and those who move with the multitude, under 
a fidlacious and delusive faith in the iniJBdlibilityand honesty 
of those they worship; the remarkable fact to which I make 
allusion is this: that nis administration diifiered in no essen^ 
Hal point of principle from that of Washington; thus 
showing, that liberty as understood by the multi&de, never 
can eat«- into the dements ofeovemm^at, notwithstanding 
the words, ^Dsmooraot,' ^Freedom,' ^EquAurv,' mxjr 
be run^ throng all their changes by leaders or dema- 
gogues, m order to deceive the people into a happy sabmis* 
sion to the yoke which they must bear, no matter who ad'- 
ministers the laws which compel them to obedience, as the 
laws must be administered by all in the suae way; and the 
CoiBstitution is not so flexible as to admit of gross usurpa- 
tions, without exposing the outrage to popular correction. 
But Jefferson was every way favoured by l<»*tone, as a Pre- 
sident — ^first, in having Washington to precede him in 
power, with whose main policy he co-operated and coincided 
in; and secondly, in having Adams to violate the Constitu- 
tion by the Alien and Sedition Laws, which brought into 
$plenaid contrast, the repuUican professions of Jenerscm, 

last drop of his blood.' <It is a mere calumny, therefore, in the 
monarchists to associate General Wsshing^on with their principles. 
' But that may have happened in this case, which has been often seen 
in ordinary cases, that, by often repeating cm untruth, men come to 
believe it themselves. It is a mere artifice in this party to bolster 
themselves up on the revered name of that first of our worthies/ 
Tet Mr. Jefferson certainly originated < the calumny,' and repeated 
*the untruth!' But all this he had forgotten* when he denounced 
its author as a monarchist I 

In a letter to Mr. Madison, written in 1788, he fiimi^es ample 
proof, by the high encomiums he passed on the ' FederaBst,' as ' the 
best commentary on the principles of govemment iidiich «rer was 
written,' that he dififered m no fimdamental maxims from Washinr- 
ton. In the same letter, too* he shows that he distrusted the people 
quite as much as Washington, for he joins Mr, Madison in deprecat- 
ing a convention to revise the Constitution, which he then so cor« 
^uly approved; and indeed at no period ever condemned. 
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which then covered him with one dazzling and effttlgent 
glow of libertj. 

Jefferson possessed another advantage over Washington, 
which gave him an eclat with the people, out of all propor- 
tion to the real measure of their respective merits on the 
score of liberty, for no republican ever breathed more ardent 
devotion to true liberty than Washington, every fibre of 
whose heart vibrated to the wind of freedom, and beat re- 
sponsive throbs of sympathy to the Rights of Man. This 
advantage in Jefferson, was his having the worst President 
as his immediate predecessor. It was in fact, the vice of 
John Adams' administration, which proved so fortunate for 
Mr. Jefferson; which enabled him to relieve an oppressed 
people from the persecution of Mlien and Sedition Laws, 
and the bupden of Excise and Stamfr Jicts^ with all the 
train of evils consequent upon the total perversion of the 
ffovemment, to say nothing of the projected Union of 
Church and State^ as alleged by Jefferson to be meditated 
by his predecessor, John Adams. In these particulars, Jef- 
ferson possessed many brilliant advantages over Washing- 
ton, who had no wicked administration to bring in contrast 
to his pure, virtuous and patriotic government: and it must 
be observed, that the greatest impressions are always made 
on the mass of the community, by contrasts^ and not by the 
intrinsic merit of positive virtue and talent. 

An essential difference marked their various genius, iir 
its active power; Washington's inclining more to repose, 
tranquillity, and acquiescence, and that of Jefferson being 
active, belligerent, revolutionary, seditious, agitating, and 
enterprising, and of course, capable of greater benefits to 
mankind. But, unfortunately, this superiority of volition 
in Jefferson was rendered in a great degree nugatory, by 
that visionary temper of his mind, which, always riotme in 
hypothesis, too often left him a victim to chimeras, when 
he ought to have been projecting /)rac^tca/ benefits for socie- 
ty; in which Washington, though less active in intellect, 
was more fortunate and successful. 

It is not one of the least interesting traits common to 
these two illustrious men, that they should both be engaged 
at the same time in the attainment of the revolution, by 
opposite, but not less important, or less efficacious means-— 
one by military movements, and the other by civil reforma- 
tions; for, while Washington was giving all the energies of 
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-his mind -to vanqiiifsh or extirpate the mercenaiy troops o>f 
Britain, Jefferson was devotinff his dajs and nights to pull- 
ing down the gothic strong holds of English judlciai tyranny, 
jmd demolishing those feudal citadels of oppression, injus- 
tice, and superstition, which were entrenched by a system 
-of laws, founded in the individual caprice of the tjrants of 
a barbarous age. By revising the civil and criminal code 
^f Vii^nia, and substituting ordinances emanating from 
Ihe principles of liberty, and based on the rock of equity 
and ri^ht, for laws founded in regal caprice, or military 
despotism, Mr. Jefferson rose to an elevation not inferior 
to me fame of Solon, or Lycurgus; iibr his success in abol- 
ishing the law of Entails' and PRiMOGENixuaE, alone, 
will ^rever immortalise him as a patriot, and cause him to 
be held in veneration as a philanthropist and stateisman of 
the hi^est grade. Perhaps no country has ever before been 
so signally blessed, by having two such great minds occu- 
nied at the same time in the discharge of military and civil 
iiinctions, so indispensable to the completion loul confirma- 
tion of its liberties. 

Through every vicissitude of the revolution, destiny still 
assigned to both the most responsible ^tatioas of usefulness 
to weir country; and it was a remarkable drcumstance hi 
their history, that while the signature of Washington is 
wanting to the Declaration of Indepaidence, owine to his 
being at the head a£ the army prior to that event, that Jef- 
ferson should have been absent from the Convention which 
adopted the Constitution, under the Preodentsbip of the 
former. At this latter period, however, Jefferson was as 
usefully employed in hu peculiar element, ne&ociating 
loans and treaties of commerce with the powers oi Europe, 
and winning for his country that moral and political weight 
of character which always attends a nation from the genius, 
learning, tact, and philosophy of its ambassadors; so that, 
in respect to the moral elevation of the United States in the 
eyes of Europe, Jefferson contributed by his talents of di- 
plomacy, and his literary acquirements, as Washington did 
at home by his military deeds and civil services. Three 
such men as Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and 
John Adams, representing us in Europe, would cause the 
country to J)e as much respected as the capture of a British 
army of ten thousand men. When Jonn Jay returned 
from Europe, he declared that the man who stood highest 
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on the roll of fame, amon^ the Americans, after Washing- 
ton, was Mexandtr Hamilton; so, we may add, that the 
third was Thomas Jefferson. 

It is on many accounts to be lamented, that Jefferson 
was absent from the country during the ses^on of the Fe- 
deral Convention, and that he had not a seat in it when 
the Constitution was adopted; for it is highly probable, that 
his being away may have Kindled that jealousy of its provi- 
sions, and that envy of the fame of its authors, which were 
a part of his nature, and which caused him to feel more dis- 
satisfied with their work than he otherwise would have 
been, from a pure intellectual review of its merits and de- 
fects. This IS manifested by his letters, approving of €iU 
its provisions at the time, and suggesting the amendments 
which were subsequently appended to it. Had he been one 
of its authors, the croakings of his criticisms would have 
been silenced; for in that case, the discrepancy of his views 
touching the national bank^ the funding system, and the 
rights or the States^ would have been compromised, or set- 
tled and adjusted to a distinct understanding; besides, the 
force of his genius, the extent of his learning, and the per- 
spicacity of nis intellect, brought directly to bear upon the 
subject, would no doubt have suggested improvements, 
which, when not excited by the imposing dignity and im- 
portance of the occasion, would not be so likely to occur 
to him. So that, considered in any light, his presence in 
the Convention would probably have prevented all those 
party feuds which were afterwards engendered under the 
pressure, or the pretence of those discrepancies. 

A disposition prone to jealousy, and envious of others, 
seems, in some measure, natural to genius when combined 
with literature; which, as it gives birth to criticism, is sure 
to engender captiousness. Washington, exempt from these 
frailties, because not possessing the propensity that save 
them birth, appears in a more amiable, if not a more exalted 
light than Jefferson, the controversial action of whose mind 
constantly exposed him to the influence of passions embit- 
tered by the infusion of jealous ideas, or disturbed by the 
irritation of envious feelings. Yet this jealous propensity 
had nothing abasingly little about it; for a great mind is 
only jealous of great objects; and what excited the envy 
of Jefferson would have exacted the veneration of inferior 
beings. 
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In another respect, this literary passion of Jefferson proved 
of serious disadvantage to his fame, bj realising the excla- 
mation of the ancient prophet, * Oh! that mine enemy had 
ivritten a book!' But who can resist the impulse of ge- 
nius? — ^who can escape the decree of destiny! It was^suffi-* 
cient that his mind was inbued with ^ the divine Jire^'^thsA 
it was filled with the love of antiquity,^ garnished with mo- 
dem science, and fermented by the true spirit of philoso- 
phical improvement. Such being the facts, it followed al- 
most as a necessary consequence, that Jefferson should 
leave behind him a voluninous production of < Memoirs,' 
* State Papers,' 'Anas,' * Correspondence,' and other 
works, in which the secret thoughts of his heart were re- 
corded, his motives revelled. Ins springs of action con- 
fessed, and the whole mord economy of the man and the 
statesman laid bare to our view by the skilful operation of 
his own dissecting knife^ atd which, while it casts a glare 
of light upon the track of his political pilgrimage, for which 
history must ever stand indebted to his candour, at tho 
same time enters a powerful )lea of extenuation for much 
of the frailty that it unconscioisly exposes. In this, Jef- 
ferson differed essentially fromWashin^on, who, besides 
that he had no literary passion, %r ambition to gratify, had 
no secret history to endite. It 'n our peculiar genius that 
creates the necessity for its exercise, or makes uie meat it 
feeds on. Jefferson was scientiic, inventive, literary^ 
hence he was led into theories^ thes^ seduced him to simu- 
lation; hypotheses gave birth to plot» and schemes, which 
all required literary talent and tact to conceal, shadow, 
expand, manage, direct, digest, and eventually explain, 
reconcile, harmonise, excuse, palliate or justify. Wasning- 
ton, if he was destitute of the cnarms and flowers and graces 
of mere literature, or philosophy^ was of course without 
the schemes it engenders, and free from the intrigues that 
mark the career of the profound theorist and speculator. 
Above the entanglements of party-^exempt from the 
mesches of personal politics, and exalted above the schemes 
and plots of rivals, he had no history of his heart to reveal^ 
distinct from the history of his country — ^he had used no 
management to explain away, and devised no plots to* be 
cleared up— 4ie had inflicted no wounds on the reputations 
of others, whose smartings called for balm to be poured 
into them before they would close and heal. Thus, if he 
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left no vo1aiiie» to record his own slorj of prirate gennig 
by his own pen, he left no deeds tnat might obscnre that 
dory, by th^ efiSbrts used to palfiatey excuse^ or defend 
Siem. If, therefore-, as a philosopller and an author^ Wash- 
ington left no works behind him, the disadvantage is more 
than lAade upbj his single hearted sineeritj, ancf honoura* 
ble confidence, which never suspeUed depravity of another, 
never designed evil to those arounl him, and never recorded 
the poisonous whisperings of any against the fame and in^ 
tesnty of his frienas. 

it must not be understood, however, that I mean to cUs- 
parage those beautiful productions of the pen of Washing' 
ton, which, in the form of his ' Yilediotort,' of his t.KT- 
TBRs, of his HsssAGBs, and othe; public documents, cairr 
about them all those native chaitis of style, and unaffected 
elegance of composition, whid^ without being laboured, 
always please, and without foppishness, always shine: con^ 
genial to the character of their author, combining majesty 
with grace, and uniting el^ance to manly vigour. 

The minds of both were coii/structed on the h^oic models 
soaring to great ideas, and rgecting all that was grovelling 
or derogatory, while the cixde of Uieir perceptions was as 
unlimited as the range of ^eir thoughts, and as universal 
as the bounds of science. The mind of Jefferson^ however, 
was made up more artific&Uy from the stores of learning \ 
while that oi Washingtoji was replete with the spontaneous 
riches of an exuberant ^d creating genius, sprouting into 
verdure, buds, and Uossoms, whenever touched by the 
dews of reflection, orivarmed by the vivid glow of dutyv 
excitement, patriotisio, or glory. 

The nice shades of difierence, and beautiful diversity 
existing between two illustrious minds, constitutes tiie most 
pleasing theme of history; and while it prompts us to bow 
to the majesty of virtue, which shines forth in the character 
of Washington, it extorts no less reverence and admiration 
foir the colossal fram^ of the intellect of Jefferson^ which 
was evidently organised on a system of more exact science^, 
and purer ratiocination, than that of the first President. 
The propensity of Jefferson was to the closet, to deep re- 
searcn, pure science^ profound metaphysics, elaborate phi- 
losophyi, strict analysis, undaunted reason, mixed with ft; 
chastened but vivid imasination, rife with creations, buA 
never riotiug in profuse fertility. Jefferson was all per- 
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spicacity, acuteness, system, prinqiple^ i^esting on the regu* 
lar gradation of abstract truths branching out into beautiful^ 
and often fanciful theories, such as we. behold in his Notes, 
on Virginia^ connected with the improvement and happi-^ 
ness of mankind^ and directed to the perfectabilitj of free 
government and the human mind. Yet his literary tn* 
Hegrity was not encircled^ like that of Washington^ by the 
splendour of unvaried truths and his propensity to fnysHJi'- 
cation^ too often obscured his meaning, enveloped his senti^ 
ments in doubt^ and curtained, amidst clouds of sophistry^ 
the. real features of his opinions. This defect probably 
arose from the perversion of the moral faculty caused 
originally by his study and practice of law, and afterwards 
confirme(f by the habits oi equivocation, subterfuge and 
finesse^ incident to the science and art of diplomacy; for 
a negociator is but a lawyer* pleading with nations, reserv* 
ing points for equivocation, and retreating behind verbal 
distinctions, to escape the award of truths or the mortifi- 
cation of confessing to injustice. On the contrary, the 
intellect of Washington resembled the pure azure of the 
heavens^ which sparkled with truth, and was undimned by 
a cloud; and yet in force, in art, in finesse, in imagination, 
in science, was inferior, on the whole^ to that of the sage 
of Monticello. Though not irregular, or eccentric, it was 
more desultory and less classical than that of Jefferson; it 
was self -formed^ had not been so strictiy disciplined by ^ 
rigid education, and was more made up from observation, 
experience, living wisdom and actual knowledge of the 
world. Although capable of j^reat volition and pregnant 
with vast ideas, the leadins trait of his mind was the un^ 
mixed gravity of wisdom, me dignified conception of truths 
the lofty contemplation of principles self-evidently true, 
or established by facts, on the system of Bacon's philoso- 
phy of induction; so that he was inferior to Jefferson in 
that vivacity of imagination which caused that philosopher 
to sport so often on the wings of speculation, tiieory, and 
abstract systems. In this consisted the great difterence 
between them. Had Jefferson been educated to war, he 
would have made a very enterprising but not a safe gene- 
ral; and had Washington devoted his mind to philosophy ^ 
he would have rejected all error, however specious or bril- 
liant, and established on a foundation not to be shaken, the 
inductive philosophy of Bacon, where the apex of theory 
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skottid tower, Hkc the pyramids of Egypt, gi^dually from 
the expansive base of facts, in all the beauty and grandeur 
of indestructible truth. 

Washington was magnanimous and unsUspectitig, be- 
cause intrepdf honest and fearless. Jefferson rather in- 
clined to the opposite qualities^ for he was deficient in that 
high degree of physical as well as moral courage that we 
look for in great men, as well as suspicious, for he seems 
to have been really of the belief that his opponents desired 
to overturn the republic, and erect on its ruins the splen- 
dours of monarchy; a belief so monstrous as to class itself 
among the most gross infatuations of the bewildered fana- 
ticks of any age^ And here I must remark a contradiction 
in Jefferson's philosophy^ which did not tend Ito elevate 
him above his illustrious model; for with all his vigour of 
reason, he fell into the weakness of political fanaticism, if 
he was sincere in his suspidane of monarchical designs on 
the part of Hamilton and Adams; and if he only affected 
that belief for party purjfosesj he became equally ciuipable 
on another score. Yet in politics^ he was, at all periods 
of his life, inclintd to politiccU fanaticism, consulting pas« 
sion instead of reason, and looKing. to monstrous crimes in 
his opponents with a full belief^ without reference to mo-^ 
live, object, or consequences. Credulity ought not to hare 
led him to keep a journal of slandetous imputations against 
the first patriots of the republic^ nor ought passion t6 have 
stamped such atrocious aspersions with the hue of proba-^ 
bility. This political /ano^aci^m could not be ascribed io 
his ambition, lor he retained its weakness to the day of hi^ 
death, and when he was induced to acquit John Adams of 
all designs of monarchy^ he was still ready to lay the same 
treason at the door of 1Pickerin&. Now Washihgton was 
too truly philosophical to fall into this /ftm</tci5m; he never 
believed tne plot of monarchy, and Jefferson did not crimi- 
nate him for his scepticism! Why?. Because Jefferson 
did not believe it to the conviction of his reason, and never 
adduced the charge, but in moments of political excite^ 
ment, when passion^ not judgment, stood at the helm; and 
when at a loss for a reason to justify his political dislikes 
and antipathies, he could, in an ad-Captandum way, allege 
the plot of monarchy^ which, like the old cabalistic terms 
of faction in Great Britain, silenced all opposition, and 
superceded all argument, by the cry of * Popery ! Popery ! 
Popery r 
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I repeat, that when compared to Jefferson, on this score, 
Washington rises to a decided superiority; for he was even 
more exposed than the former, to all those temptations 
which shake reason from her centre, to the weakness of 
political fanatacismi He was more exposed in 1793, dur- 
ing the French revolution, and might, with eaual reason, 
have charged the democrats with jacobinical aesiens, but 
he did not; he knew their motives to be pure, and though 
his well-poised mind would not permit him to fall into the 
popular enthusiasm for French. lilierty, still he favoured 
her revolution, up to the time ^titi.ii be;catne dangerous to 
the peace of the country to give t| JAos^t^ir^ encouragement j 
and if h^warned the people aeaiiiS€W<^perU^f self^created 
societies, 'his candour proved ms conviction of their honesty, 
as it showed the obligattion of duty, undei; which he thought 
he was actine in making the admonishment. 

As the father of the protective system to American manu- 
factures, to Wi^shington belongs the exclusive merit of 
founding that system, which has so exuberantly contributed 
to the wealth, vigour and resources of the country; while 
to Jefferson belongs whatever merit may attach to th^ docr 
trines of free-trade, connected with the principles of Stat0 
rights^ as an agent by which to resist the protective policy. 
Yet, in some measure, Mr. Jefferson's domestic system of 
non-intercourse with foreign nations, involves the principle 
of encouragement of home industry, without a resort to 
protective revenue. This system of protection, as one of 
the collateral branches of national independence, received 
the decided approbation of Washington, as a prominent 
feature of the federal policy, naturally growing out of the 
Constitution, and formed a prominent ol^ect oi contention 
between the two chiefs, Hamilton reporting in favour of 
protection, and sustained by Congress; and Jefferson, sus- 
tained by Madison, reporting for general free trade, and 
partial protection, as a measure of retaliation only, but 
never sustained by Congress. So that, when we contrast 
this part of their policy, that of Washington, as it respects 
the wealth of the nation, is superior; while that of Jeffer- 
son, as it respects the local interests and individual liber- 
ties of the States, has its peculiar merit. But here, as in 
every other difference between them, the policy of Wash- 
ii^gton was of gredt practical tUility to his country, and 
thj^t of Jefferson of great theoretical freedom. Washington 
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was exceedingly wise, or uncommonly fortunate, for what- 
ever be patronised, or projected, contributed to swell the 
prosperity and idfluence of the country; while the systems 
of Jefferson, though more refined and metaphysical, rather 
retarded, or were calculated to retard, or arrest, the 
growth and wealth of the nation. 

Thus his domestic systemr^i^ Chinese foWcj — his non- 
iW€rco«r«e— ^s abstraction of the republic from the com- 
merce of the world, all tended to produce the opposite 
effects of that expansive and liberal policy of eommerce and 
manufactures, wnich stamped the aaministration of George 
Washington with the bold, magnificent and colossal fea^ 
tures of American genius, industry and enterpriz«. 

On the other hand, Jefferson's genius shines forth in his 
favourite system of a frugal government — smcdl reventie — 
limited expenditures^^^no taxes^^no pubUc debt^^no super ^ 
fluity of pubHe oficers^^-no internal imprevements, so that 
power way be kept down to the standard of pure republi- 
can symnlkity; prefering poverty with freedom, to opu- 
iencennder the temptation of losing it; stinting the growth 
of the nation, in order to preserve it from the perils of cor- 
ruption. For this system Jefferson was highly extolled by 
his admirers; yet it seems inconsistent with his predomi* 
nant notion of the perfectability of man, and his daily 
march to improvement, which would rather suggest the 
expansion of the government functicms in proportion to the 
growth oi the country, than the contraction ofits prosperity 
to the ancient measure ef its ori^nal oi^nic limitations. 
Thus < economy,' 'economy,' wag the cry of Jefferson 5 
commerce, revenue, prosperitv and imprMr4>m«Bt, ims die 
motto of me Washington catnnet; the latter has prevailed 
in prtccticB'-^the former is only heard in theory; the coun-- 
try has expanded^ the poHcy of Washington has prevailed 
through €ul administrations under the appellation of ' de^ 
mocracy^^ and the special inagic of the powerful name of 
Jefferson! 

Both were ambitious; but they differed as much in their 
ambition, as in the other passions of their minds, that of 
Washington being inflexibly directed to the performance of 
ju9t actions, indiffisrent of praise or censure; and that of 
Jefferson, being directed to just aetions, with an immediate 
view to popular applause, the appetite for which formed at 
once the great feature, as it provea the only vice of hi^ public 
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character, if it can be said to have had a vice. It cannot 
be dissembled that the amlntion of Jefferson, although pure 
and moderate, was yet diluted, if not turned from its noblest 
channel, by that weak benevolence which covets universal 
praise, which caused him to tremble at the whisperings of 
censure, and inclined him too often to compromise his 
principles and opinions, in order to avert criticism, or 
escape controversy and condemnation. When h0 retired 
from the cabinet of General Washington, he alleged to 
that chief, as the leading cause of hi? ri&^i^nation, the pain 
it gave him to be among aristocrats, who viewed him with a 
glance of hatred, or surveyed him with the leer of scorn, 
instead of returning hate for hate, and scorn for scorn, 
which the goodness of his heart would not allow. He also 
spoke of the public papers, in a manner that betrayed the 
anguish whicti their censure inflicted, by an acrimonious 
denunciation of their licentiousness; instead of being s^tis? 
fied with the approbation of the President, and the voice 
of a self-applauding conscience. There is reason too, to 
believe, that his conciliatory phrase, ' we are all republic 
cans — ^we are all federalists,' nad its source in this defi. 
ciency of moral courage; which, however, is always more 
or less allied to benevolence, and the amiable weaknesses of 
our nature. So that, after all, this defect of character car? 
ried with it a beauty, which did not shine so conspicuously 
in Washington, who was too lofty to be merely amiable, 
and too stern to be actively benevolent; and whose ambition 
was so chastened down to a passive and exalted form, as 
to be wholly indifferent to immediate gratification, partak; 
ing of that comparative repose which always characterises 
gigantic natures. True, he was not insensible to the cen* 
sure or praise of men, for he felt reproach acutely, but he 
could endure it and depise it, and ^o\iffht not by concessions 
to avert or mollify it; and he did enqure reproof and^coa- 
demnation, for the sake of final and future encomium, re- 
nown and glory. His whole career, throughout the revo- 
lution, was a sacrifice of present praise, and an endurance 
of unjust obloqinr and sarcasm, for the sake of his country 
-—for the sake oi final glory; and here he realised the highest 
fortitude and greatness of the human soul; for it was the 
safety of the republic which sealed his lips as to the qous^ 
of his abstaining from battle, and reconciled him to bear 
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the most cutting reproaches, equally derogatory to hia 
honour and patriotism. 

Jefferson, endowed with a more delicate sensilnlity, and 
a softer shade of character, presents us with less inflexible 
and courageous traits of mind, being eager to snatch the 
applause of Uie moment, and ever alive to the task of avert-* 
ing censure and deprecating condemnation, without looking 
to the grand result of his actions, when the time shoald 
come for settling the true^ sum of his elor j — at the period of 
calm judgment, when the passions, laid asleep bj time, would 
permit the verdict of reason to be heard and recorded, un-» 
mixed with prejudice, interest, or excitement. For, after 
all, to that period must all living fame be referred for ^st 
and final aajudication. But this seems to have been impos-> 
sible to Mr. Jefferson, who was evidently endowed with a 
quicker sensibility than Washington; not, perhaps, a greater 
sum of it, but a greater susceptibility of excitement; and 
one reason of this difierence between them is to be found in 
the fact, of the greatness of Washington having operated 
upon Jefferson as a sort ot exampler to glory, inspiring him 
with an emulation of greatness, and whetting his appetite 
for distinction; which always produces more or less of that 
nervous anxiety for the issue, which ever attends an intense 
desire of success. That this kind of emulation was deeply 
seated in his mind, he has himself told us, in a tetter to nis 
ffrandson, where he thus expresses himselfi ^< I had the good 
fortune to become ac(j[uainted very early with some charac- 
ters of very high standing, and to feel the incessant wish that 
I could ever become what they were.^^ No doubt but he had 
this same feelins in relation to Washington, whose superior 
renown operated on his mind to produce the twin passions 
of emulation and envy; and thus to make him as morbidly 
sensitive to abuse, or censure, as he was anxiously covetous 
of approbation and encomium. It was the repulsion between 
his ambition and his benevolence, that naturally reduced the 
tone of his moral courage, and deprived him of some portion 
of that tenacity of principle ana opinion, which forms so 
bold a feature in the character of greatness, and without 
which it exhibits a deficiency of what is essential to firmness 
of purpose, consistency of principle, and fidelity to profes- 
sions, as well as that true dimity of mind, which is itself a 
virtue, and which bears about it such an indescribable charm 
and beauty, that it wins universal admiration and esteem. 
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Nor is this quality incompatible with a due deference for 
the opiniong af others; on the contrary, it implies the right, 
of freedom of opinion to all, and extends no lurther than to 
insist on our~own right, while we grant the same liberty to 
those who differ from us. No man was further elevated 
above ail thoughts of proscribing freedom of opinion than 
Washington I yet he always maintained his principles with 
firmness, defended them with zeal, and practised them 
with energy. 

There are many acts of his life which seem to impress 
the idea, that he possessed moral courage in its greatest 
extent, especially his authorship of the Declaration oflndC" 
pendence; which lone perplexed me to decide on those other 
events of his life, which denoted a deficiency of that great 
quality. But it must be remembered, that the most timid 
men will act with apparent courage and decision when their 
individuality is lost, or obscured in the general responsiU- 
lity of a public bodyi and that Mr. JeTOrson, as one of a 
eomrmttee of Congress^ would have moral courage to com- 
pose the Declaration for that committee and that Congress^ 
which would entirely fail him when placed to the score of 
his own personal account. So it was with the reform of the 
Civil and Criminal Code of Virginia, when he expun^d 
the laws of Primogeniture and JEntailj and that which 
bound the mind to religious observances— he acted as one 
of a Committee^ and thus avoided individital responsibility 
for the obnoxiousness of the act. 

It must not, however, be understood, that I mean to 
deny to Mr. Jefferson all moral courage; for he possessed 
and displayed it on some occasions to a considerable ex* 
tent; but did not manifest it on so great a scale as to qua- 
lify him for those striking deeds which constitute heroism 
of character. 

In accordance with this temper of his mind, he never 
ventured on any measure that could excite the discord of 
his cabinet, or bring him in collision with the heads of de- 
partments; to whose opinions, promises and arrangements, 
he even sacrificed his own pled^s, and, on some occasions, 
his own convictions. This disposition made him skilful in the 
practice of evasion, equivocation, and sometimes of duplicity. 

When we contemplate Die productions of Mr. Jefferson's 
pen, he does not appear so wanting in moral courage, as 
when we compare his actions in public life^ with his theories 
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on paper: jet even his correspondence exhibits a perpetual 
desir^ to explain, harmonise and reconcile points of discre- 
pancy, which are obyioiisl j too discordant ever to admit of 
concord. Thus, what he had condemned Mr. Adams for in 
1798, and politically counteracted in 1801, he absolves him 
from in 1813, in order to consummate a reconciliation^ and 
by a method which was as easy in 1801, or '98, as in 1813, 
uat is, by shifting pff the responsibility from Mr^ Adams, 
on his cdbinetj for all his pernicious and obnoxious acts, 
leaving to him only the responsibility of all his good mea- 
sures, a species oi sophistication which Mr. Jefferson must 
h&ve been fully sensible of, at th^ very time that he com* 
mitted it 

Washington was more fortunate, at least, if not more 
highly endowed. He had no opinions in modify, no political 
antipathies to explain, no party quarrels to reconcile! no re- 
sponsibility to shift from one agent to another, in order to 
escape the pangs of controversy, or the shock of contradic- 
tion, which always carried horror and dismay to. Mr. Jef- 
ferson; who, even on the topic of religion, where he was 
apparently most dauntless, shrunk from ,the publicity of 
his opinions, always enjoining secrecy on his corresponds 
ents, and ever indulging in lamentations, because his con-r 
fidence was betrayed! He was evidently afraid of the 
clergy; but when he found the plergy did not attack him» 
he returned to the charge, and made another eonfidertMat 
attack on the clergy. 

It was unfortunate for Mr, Jefferson, that his peculiar 
position having excited and developed a propensity to agi-^ 
tate all questions as a politician, instead of composing dif^ 
ferences of opinion, that it should have led to establish a 
corresponding habit of his mind as a statesman, to unsettle 
all principles of government, in direct opposition to the con- 
trary temper of Washington, whose object appears to have 
been to settle and establish the government, its principles, 
its powers, and its functions on a foundation of permanency 
not to be shaken by doubts, or overturned by sedition as 
well as to concentrate pyblic opinion to this point. To have 
government established on a solid basis, where its principles 
secure equal freedom and happiness to the peo^ue, seems 
infinitely preferable to its perpetual oscillation and the 
continued agitation pf its powers without bringing the dis- 
cussion to a practip:able issue or a more beneficial practice. 
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It was unfortunate for Jefferdon, that he bequeathed as a 
legacy to the people, doubts never to be dispelled bj con- 
troversy, and broached principles that, while they cannot 
add to liberty or happiness, interrupt the calm enjoyment 
of both, by inspiring lallacious hopes and visionary ((reams 
of political bliss^ that never can be realised under a system 
of civil law, and a voluntary Constitution. Viewed in his 
character of agitator^ Mr. Jefferson sinks to an inferiority 
to Washington, which we cannot but deplore, as not only 
unnecessary in a country which enjoyed the maximum of 
liberty, but as derogatory to his elevated character as a 
statesman, and his rational dignity as a philosopher. What 
more can government give than an equality of right and 
happiness to every citizen? In vain would sophistry labour 
to aisguise the fact, that by pursuing this course, Mr. Jef- 
ferson has proved the founaer of a school of agitators^ who, 
without having for their object any tangible measure of na- 
tional good, were prodigal of professions of liberty that 
meant nothing, and unceasing in exciting the people against 
chimerical gnevances and unfounded wrongs; the fallacy of 
which being constantly liable to detection, created a kind 
of moral necessity for deceit; thus creating what their foun- 
der never intended, a distinct class of political demagogues, 
who in a free country had the audacity to proclaim to the 

Seople that they were slaves, in order that in virtue of the 
eceit, they might ride into office, on their credulity and 
fanaticism. On this point Washington was far above his 
successor; for he was only solicitous to secure to the go- 
vernment the faUKfttl osu^rciae nf ita legitimate powers5 and 
to conciliate and confirm public opinion in support of a sys^ 
tem, based on the rights of man, and operating to protect 
the property and promote the happiness of every republican, 
who could boast of the title of^ * citizen,^ In a despotic 

fovemment, the merit of Mr, Jefferson's conduct would 
ave been transcendent; but under a fnee Constitution, 
which dispensed even a prodigal measure of liberty to all, 
it was mischievous, as well as unmeaning, and led to those 
turbulent associations and clubs, which fermenting by the 
imported passions of Paris, Dublin and London, had to re^ 
sort to the wretched fiction of a plot ofmonarchvy in order 
to give plausibility to the wild chimera, which formed the 
ground -work of their tesselated party. 
All differ^i^es of opinion that ever existed between these 
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great men, appear at various periods, to have been recon- 
ciled, removea, or supercedea by coincident sentiments, or 
waivers of the question, on the part of Mr. Jefferson; so that 
in the end, it would appear reallj difficult to tell, whether 
he, or Mr. Adams, had been the author of the Alien and 
Sedition laws, or the father of the State Rights doctrine. 

The same remark will apply to Jefferson and Washing* 
ton; but here there was not the same reason for hostile views 
or political hatred, and of course, no difficulty of reconcilia- 
tion, even under the fanatical charge of monarchical de* 
signs alleged against him; for the allegation not being sin* 
cere, the recantation cost nothing. 

The moment that Jefferson commenced acting in a mili* 
tary capacity as Governor of Virginia, he bowed at once 
with reverence and affection to the acknowledged supre- 
macy of the genius of Washington, and joined in the uni- 
versal sentiment of veneration which at ^11 times attached 
to the person and character of the great chief. Personally 
and politically intimate, us they were, at a subsequent 
period, when the glory of Washington was in its full blos^ 
somj it is scarcely possible that they should ever have che- 
rished a misunderstanding of the genius and motives of one 
another: and once conceding the point of mutual patriotism 
and integrity, in which belief both were sincere, it is incon* 
ceivable that difference of opinion should have led to an 
alienation of friendship. Rivalry could not enter between 
men of such dissimilar genius, at least not on the part of 
Washington; and although it is possible that Jefferson may 
sometimes have contemplated tko^ fuxoA of the former witn 
a jealous feeling, yet the object of, his emulation was too 
highly exalted in glory and power, to permit anypermanent 
emotions of envy to take root in his Dosom. The attempt 
to pull him down, therefore, by Frenau, Callender, Bache, 
and Duane, was soon abandoned; for it was quickly found 
to react against themselves! it was the Lilliputians attempt- 
ing to bind Gulliver, to use a favorite comparison of Mr« 
Jefferson, and overwhelmed them in disgrace, for having 
attempted to destroy a man whose virtues made him inde-> 
strUctible. 

Although it is more a circumstance of fortune than a trait 
ot indivic&al merit, yet Jefferson possessed an advjiatage 
over Washington in having the sympathies of his nature 
fully developed by the parental affections. A man, in ge- 
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lieral, ivKo ha$ n(> children, is but ah ithperfecit being, de- 
fective in the lioblest and most $i,Tniabie feelings of the 
liearti Had Washington been a father, he might have been 
less aUst^fe^ but he could not have been more vit-tuous; he 
might have been more amiable and accessible, but not more 
benevolent. This circumstance threw a softer and warmer 
colouring over ihe character of Jefferson, which displayed 
him to advantage, when contrasted with the cold and repul- 
sive dignity of Washington; but) perhaps the want of pro-* 
geny in the latter^ caused no material reduction in the 
splendour of his character, or the perfection of his heart 
and mind| as he seemed to have been in so great a degree 
elevated above the common failing and weaknesses ofour 
nature! yet to Jefferson, this circumstance must hav6 been 
highly favourable to the bland and amiable cast of his tem^ 
perament, inclining him to affection, benignity, and friend' 
ship. 

As a statesman, the palm of superiority must certainly 
be awarded to Washington, who gave the flesh and muscle, 
and animation of practice, to the new theoretical skeleton 
of an untried constitution; and whose execution of it being 
afterwards confirmed by all his successors, attested to its 
wisdom $ for the few exceptions^ in which they departed 
from his precedents^ were so immaterial^ as not to constitute 
a difference of judgment as to th^ main policy of the Na- 
tion. Mr. Adams'^ misrule is always to be considered as 
anomalous! and when we compare Mr. Jefferson's policy 
of the an^t-commcmo/ system, with that of his successors, 
his was in that respect likewise anomalous^ Mr. Adams^ 
precedent misrule, was unfavourable to the full displajr of 
Mr. Jefferson's statesmanship, as it gave him a propensity 
to ultraism^ or a radical policy, too much in the extreme of 
his views ! but this was corrected by his successors, and 
commerce was reinstated in her just rights. 

In comparing their peculiar merits as statesmen, we 
ought of course to incluae the views and doctrines of each, 
in relation to the Constitution, and the extent of its powers 
over the States. And here Washington shines in tne lus- 
tre of transcendent superiority, not so much because he 
manifested superior talents, as superior rectitude and con* 
sistency. As the father of the Constitution, we have seen 
Washington stimulate the States, and appeal to thepeople, 
for its formation, on the 1i>road ground of giving efficiency 
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and vigour to the general government^ as a fundamental 
desideratuni. We have seen him preside and act in the 
CONVENTION of delegates, during their deliberations, when 
the only question was, shall the United States possess 

the CONTROLING POWER of a SUPREME GOVERNMENT? and 

when, in answer to that question, the controling power wasi 
distinctly invested in the eeneral government^ subject onl^ 
to the limitations imposed by the Constitution ! We have 
seen the States individually pause upon its adoption, on the 
broad ground of the expediency of parting with this specific 
portion of their sovereignty, previous to their ratification of 
its provisions. We have seen Washington devote his days 
ana nights to the obtainment of a constitution that would 
vest in the Union powers of sufficient energy to all the pur- 
poses ofnationeU supremacy, independent of the mere will 
and consent of the States, and superceding the right of their 
veto, non -concurrence, or reluctant and tardy compliance* 
We have seen such a constitution framed and adoptedi we 
have seen Washington chosen to carry it into execution^ 
with a special reference to his qualifications, to give it a 
practicm shape corresponding to his ideas of energy, and 
to the inherent virtues of the instrument, to supply that 
energy. We have seen him accomplish that object, wdth* 
out exciting the opposition of any one State, or producing 
a murmur of discontent, grounded on the suspicion of hav* 
ing transcended the powers lodged in the government by 
the Constitution. We have seeirall his cotemporaries con- 
cur in and sanction this course of exalted patriotism and 
political virtue; thus presenting a consistent career of in- 
variable views in'relation to Constitutional law, which com-^ 
mands our reverence for his wisdom as a statesman, and 
extorts our applause for his integrity as a politician, demon* 
strating his sagacity to have been unequalled and his 
honesty incorruptible* 

Contrasted with this attitude of unalterable advocacy of 
a controling power in the Union, Mr. Jefferson is dis- 
tinguished tor a fickleness of opinion^ which leaves him 
deficient in that stability of character, which we naturally 
expect from one of his complete education and profound 
legal acquirements. He had studied the Constitution ia 
Paris, and had avowed himself a federalist^ he had studied 
it at home, and his approbation of it continued unaltered^ 
he came into the new government to administer it, and still 
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asseverated that the Constitution was perfect, and intended 
for absolute federal power within the limits of the authori- 
lies delegated. Nor did he change his opinion until he 
saw that the presidency was within his grasp, and jet that 
others, more specially patronised by Washington, had the 
best chance otplucking the golden fruit. This develope- 
ment of ambition being coincident to the era of the French 
revolution, caused Mr. Jefferson to rally a party under the 
flaunting banner of State rights and French liberty | even 
then, however, conceding a controling attribute to the go- 
vernment of the Union; for it was not until the epoch of 
the AL.IBN and sedition laws, that he reached the verge of 
ultra-democracy in the promulgation of nullification doc- 
trines, subversive of that controling virtue of the Unions 
which, at an anterior date, he had admitted as the legiti- 
mate line of federal power. Yet, even on this point, he 
was rather doubtful than heterodox, inclining more to theo- 
retical^ and always deprecating practical nullification, and 
evincing more of the character of a visionary, than an ultra. 
This want of stability, however, was a source of serious 
disparagement to him as a statesman, which gave to Wash- 
ington every advantage which attends upon a consistent and 
lofty course of action, unvaried by, times, uninfluenced by 
circumstances. Indeed, Jefferson's frequent change of senti- 
ment in respect to the Constitution, has even confused his 
disciples, wno are yet undetermined whether to range them* 
selves as federalists, or rally as democrats. As late as 1813, 
in a letter to Melish, he declares that—* The party called 
republican is steadily for the support of the present con- 
stitution. They obtained, at the commencement, all the 
amendments to it th^ desired* These reconciled themselves 
to it perfectly, and ifthev have any ulterior view, it is only, 
perhaps, to »opt//art«e it further, by shortening the senatorial 
term, and devising a process for the responsibility of judges, 
more practicable than that of impeachment.' In these few 
lines more doubt, instability, and contradiction obtains, 
than is to be discovered in the entire course of Washing- 
ton's life, and certunly indicate a looseness of views not 
altogether reconcilable to our ideas of a first rate states- 
man. In looking for the cause of this oscillation, we 
must advert to the unfortunate position he assumed of tUtra- 
liberty^ which almost necessarily forced him into visionary 
ideas of government, on the one hand, and of derogatory 

Hh 
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imputations against the antagonist party on the other; and 
it was still more unfortunate that he should live to see his- 
torj record the fallacy of all his promised views of ulterior 
goody as well as the falsity of all his predictions of a rnon- 
archical evil^ made for the purpose of throwing into odious 
contrast the character of the adverse party. The felicity 
of position, on the contrary, occupied by Washington, 
saved him from all those tortious paths which fictitious 
devices compel a resort to; s6 that his course, as a states- 
man, was uniform, consistent, honesty unchangeable and 
enlightened, based on practicable principles, and profess- 
ing to do no mote than what was fully warranted by the 
obvious letter, and defined powers of the Constitution. 

In the bold and striking achievements of his administra- 
tion, however, Jefferson approached very near to the great- 
ness of Washington. The acquisition of Louisiana^ which 
doubled the domains of the republic, was a master-stroke 
of statesmanship^ an enlargement of empire by a movement 
of diplomacy, a bloodless victory, attended by all the con- 
sequences of a martial triumph* through fields of carnage^ 
and the credit of it was certainly very distinguished and 
remarkable: in his ordinary negociations, however, he does 
not appear to have been so successful. 

The statesmanship of Washington commenced long prior 
to his filling the presidential chair; and the very day that 
he accepted the station of commander in chief was he com* 
pelled to devote his attention to those civil and political 
movements on which depended the efficient organization of 
the army. The loose texture of the old confederation^ impos- 
ed upon him the arduous duties of a supreme ma^strate. His 
elaborate correspondence with the Congress, displays those 
high civil attributes which mark {he eminent statesman, 
and exceed in bulk and difficulty the duties of a President 
under the federal union; whilst his letters to the States 
manifest that enlarged, vinlant and profound view of the 
national relations, that admit of no scope for rivalry or 
competition. Actin? at once as the promptor to Congress 
•^as the guardian of the confederacy — as the stimulator 
and exhorter of the State&-«<is commander of the army, 
and the parent of the people, it excites unqualified admira- 
tion at the prodigious extent of his talents, the fecundity 
of his genius, the solidity of his judgment, the abundance 
of his resources; and in fine of all tiiose qualities which 
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[ H:ontribate to form the active, practical and consummate 

^ STATESMAN. And it was this immcDse stock of rcputation, 

I as a civil magistrate^ that he brought into view of public 

I opinion, when it concentrated with spontaneous enthusiasm 

I upon his name as the first President under the Federal 

h Constitution. It was not the eclat of his military deeds, 

^ which pointed all minds towards him as the man pre-emi- 

nently qualified to administer the civil functions of a new 
government, in a crisis of unexampled peril to ^e liberties 
of the people, and the safety of the country; but his c«- 
tablished fame as a statesman, his resplendent labours as 
a legislator, and an executive, as one who could give effi- 
cient motion to the immense machine of government, di- 
recting its energies to the proper objects, and even origi* 
nating and maturing the laws necessary for the general 
welfare^ and indispensable to the common defence. As a 
statesman, therefore, Washington rises to the highest point 
of glory and of greatness. 

The superiority of Washington's statesmanship seems to 
be shown in the peculiar adaptation of his policy to the 
special object of the FMeral Constitution, which was the 
vigor and efficiency of the government, in contradistinction 
to the laxity of principle and looseness of the parts in the 
old confederacy. Let us suppose that Mr. Jefferson had 
been chosen to carry into practice the first experiment of 
the ^vemment, instead of WaAhineton, and that he had 
applied his system of State rights and popular intcfferenee 
to the new machine which the Federal Convention had just 
placed in the hands of the Executive? Is it not self-evi- 
dent, that, for want of vigour and enersy, the Constitution 
would have crumbled to pieces in his hands, and left him 
in possession only of the fragments of the old confederacy? 
For that is certainly the true system of the government 
which fulfil^ its great ends; and that, of course, must be 
the spurious doctrine which baffles and defeats the object 
had in view by those who framed it? The difference in the 
crisis, and the remote stages of the two administrations, 
cannot affect the principle. A government of laws must 
have tiie principle of energy ana coercion; and it was the 
concentration of this enerey in a federal government which 
the Convention gave, and which, to carry out into perfec- 
tion, induced the Washington policy. It does appear, 
therefore^ that Mr# Jeffefferson's was anomahusj ana not 
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consenial to the Constitution, but a policy formed in ac- 
cordance with the constant and living current of popular 
opinion^ a policy for the people, not ^r the Constitution; 
a policy framed to gain popularity, not to cement, fulfil 
or consummate the fSmc and purposes of government. It 
appears, therefore, to be rather the policy of the politician 
than the policy of the steUeaman^-uie legislator — ^the law- 
giver or the patriot, who- looks beyond the bounds of pre- 
sent praise, to the final consequences of civilization and 
liberty. Yet even this anomalous policy of Mr. Jefferson, 
80 far from being incompatible with human happiness and 
permanent freedom, is aamirably calculated to secure those 
objects, provided the people are sufficiently virtuous to 
be governed by opinion instead of law ! It implies, in the 
PEOPLE, the highest perfection of virtue and intelligence $ 
and leaving nothing to coercion^ leaves the safety of society 
at the mercy of their discretion, wisdom, prudence and vir- 
tue. It implies that power will be so honest as to commit 
no U9urpationy and that the people will be so virtuous as 
to abstain from all violence, licentiousness and disorder; 
but this is supposing the very effceit that government is in- 
stituted to secure. Hence the discrepancy between Mr. 
Jefferson's system and the highest attributes of the states** 
man : for he does not himself appear to have discovered the 
real nature and direct tendency of his own principles, hav- 
ing -been driven into thein without due consideration, by 
the impulse of French liberty, on the one hand, and the 
force of Mr. Adams' tory despotism on the other. In proof 
of this, we have many declarations under Mr. Jefferson's 
pen, which show that he had not considered the scientific 
principles of his system so profoundly as he had studied its 
impression on the minds oi the people, and, seeing it well 
received by them, he determined to adhere to it. W ashing- 
ton, on the contrary, only looked to the adaptation of his 
policy to the Constitution, and neverj for a moment, sus- 
pected that the people could desire what the legitimate 
ends of government would not gratify or sanction; at least 
he never suspected it anterior to the French revolution; 
and when he did behold this new idea of government, he 
instantly resisted it, as subversive of law, order and secu- 
rity. So that, in effect, there was this difference between 
Washington and Jefferson, as statesmen, that the former 
rescued the republic from the chaos oi the old oonfkde- 
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RACY to the coercive government of the Federal Consti- 
tution, and the lattc^ re-conducted us to the chaos of the 
confederacy through the currents of popular opinion, ideas 
of unbounded liberty, implicit confidence in tne virtues of 
the people, and an unlimited faith in their intelligence and 
capacity for self-government. 

it is apparent that mere party differences would never 
have severed these eminent men. By party differences, I 
mean those which grew out of difference of opinion upon 
constitutional principles, or points of national policy. In 
this respect, very little essential variation of sentiment ob- 
tained between them. It was faction^ not sound, whole- 
some and legitimate party, which fomented the mind of 
Jefferson against his ereat predecessor. It was the fermen- 
tation of passions wholly extraneous to our government, 
constitution and country, adopted by the latter in obedi- 
ence to the popular impulse, or at the dictate of his own 
antipathies. It is, therefore, to the greater credit of Wash- 
ington, that he never fell into the delusions, errors, or vices 
of faction! but kept his iiund well poised upon ^reat prin*^ 
ciples inherent in the Constition, or substantial measures 
demonstrated by experience, to promote the prosperity and 
develope the resources of the nation; without heeding the 
voice of faction, whether it assumed the conciliatory tone 
of soft adulation, or the harsh sound of intimidating reproof; 
and his credit for this elevation of conduct is the greater, 
because the temptation to court popular favour was so 
powerful, and the consequence of losing it was so apt to 
terrify the judgment from its propriety. By thus resisting 
the lust of popularity, on the one hand, and the fear of pub- 
lic denunciation, on the othei*, he displayed the most sub- 
lime moral grandeur of which the human mind is capable, 
when it sacrifices to the stem dictates of duty every con« 
sideration of interest, ambition, fame, power and flattery. 
It was in this lofty disregard of all consequences, that 
Washington shone, on all occasions, with a lustre so su- 
perior to other men. 

How fir Mr. Jefferson was correct in drawing the line 
of discrimination between physical and moral liberty, and 
striking at the emancipation of the human mind from the 
fetters of prejudice, interest, selfishness and other un^vorthy 
passions, it is not my present purpose to enquire; but it is 
a fact, that thp gr^at point of difference between him and 

Hh2 
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Washington, lay in this trait of his character, which carried 
him into theories and experiments, positions and princijiles, 
that involved him in a perpetual waifare of politics, religion, 
morals, and metaphysics. 

It cannot be douoted but that Jefferson lived into an era 
very different in its predominant characteristics from the 
pohtic4il age in which Washington flourished as President. 
The epoch of Jefferson was the second stage in our national 
existence, a stage of more refinement and luxury than that 
of Washington's time, a middle epoch between honestj and 
corruption which favoured duplicity and finesse, without ' 
plunging into open political debaucneries. Jefferson too, 
navin^ been so long at the French court, assisted to pro* 
duce Siis lamentable laxity of the political moral sentiment 
of the people; and it is to this trait of his character that we 
are, perhaps, to refer his change of opinion as to the honesty 
of John Aaams, when, with a cre(fti/t7v not common to old 
a^ he believed all the palavering of that ^Angloman,^ in 
vindication of his character from uie authorship of the alien 
and sedition laws; as if, as President, he could divest him -> 
self of his constitutional responsibility for the measures of 
his administration. It must ever excite astonishment, that 
Jefferson could for a moment tolerate the idea of the irre^ 
sponsibiliiy of the Uxecittive, by giving John Adams credit 
for his interested expurgation from the turpitude of the 
obnoxious laws of his Pr^identship^ receiving his ipse dixit 
in a matter where the strongest testimony would naturally 
become liable to cross examination, and reasonable distrust; 
but thus to admit Mr. Adams' pleading in his own favour, 
and in crimination of others unjustly, betrayed in Jefferson 
a credulity, or a lust of conciliating the good opinion of his 
rivals, which it is difficult to reconcile either to his philo-* 
sophical acumen, or to his sense of justice. True, he tells 
us his motive, that he would not have the world think that 
political competition could beget personal hostility between 
him and a rival ! Yet if it did produce personal feelings, 
it mattered not what the world should think of it, even sup- 

E>sing it possible to deceive the world by such an artifice, 
ut still there must always remain left a number of indi- 
viduals in the opposite party, with whom reconciliation is 
hopeless. Thus, though Jefl^rson became nominally re- 
conciled to John Adams, yet he died full of indication and 
hatred against Timothy Pickering, and^ opened the grave 
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of Hamilton to give a last blow to the dead lion. It was 
impossible to make the world believe what he did not be- 
lieve himself, that he cherished no personal animosity 
a^inst his greatest political enemy and rival. The ferocity 
of party hatred between rivals has no limits but the grave; 
it assassinated Alexander Hamilton, it persecuted De Witt 
Clinton to death, it ostracised John C. Calhoun and Henry 
Clay, it did attempt to destroy Washington himself; and 
never will become less bitter while men are actuated by 
the passions that destroy their greatness. 

Both understood human nature well, and had studied 
man with success; but Washington had a peculiar intuition 
for penetrating to the true characters of men, and ascer- 
taining at a glance what objects they were best adapted to 
accomplish. His first cabinet has never been equalled in 
talent by any subsequent one; and his selection of Jef- 
ferson, as Secretary of State^ evinces his extraordinary 
sagacity in immediately penetrating to the strong bias of 
men, and finding out for what station their talents best 
qualified them. In this faculty Washington was superior 
.to Jefferson, although the latter w^ largely gifted with the 
same instinct of genius, 

A command over the passions of men — an intimate know- 
ledge with the springs of human actions-^a power to stimu- 
late or restrain, direct, or control, the judgments and con- 
duct of others, has alwa^rs been thought to imply the high- 
est scope of genius. This constituted a peculiar charm in 
the character of Washington, while Mr. Jefferson could 
boast of very little of it It was this gift of genius which 
enabled Washington to keep his troops together, when with- 
out pay, provision, clothing or shelter, and thus save his 
country ! Jefferson, in a certain measure possessed some 
of the same genius, but not of that exalted quality which 
distinguished the first President, who could reconcile men 
to the extreme of suffering firom affection to his person, and 
reverence for his virtues^ Mr. Jefferson's control and in- 
fluence was of rather an opposite character, as they followed 
him from motives of interest; and yet, in both cases, the 
object to be obtained was much the same, though the feel- 
ing of persorud veneration may have been different. But 
this power over others in Washington, extended to all oc- 
casions, and all - men, under every variety of situation, 
which was not the ease with Mr. Jefferson. 
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To counterbalance this disadvantage, Mr. Jefferson waa 
more social, more companionable, more colloquial than bis 
great predecessor: ana hence he entertained a greater va- 
rietj of guests, and practised a more extended hospitality: 
being not only the Magnus Apollo of all politicians of every 

frade, but the oracle of authors, schoolmasters, book-ma- 
ers, inventors, dreamers, schemers, and the whole tribe 
of those who claim affinity to Apollo, Minerva, Mercury, 
or Mammon. But this disposition had its attendant evils; 
it seduced him into expenuitures not justified by the in- 
come of his estate, ana left him in his old age poor and 
embarrassed; when his political doctrines hadV in a great 
measure, grown out of fashion, and his services to his 
country had to be recalled to the recollection of the age by 
the vigour and pathos of his own pen, in order to procure a 
law to dispose of his estate by lottery; a favour granted to 
all others, almost without solicitation, and for objects of the 
most frivolous nature. 

In respect to their personal economy, therefore, Wash- 
ington had more wisaom and prudence, and perhaps less 
hospitality and warmth of friendship; but he manifested his 
wisdom, m not leaving himself naked, to the cold ingrati- 
tude of a selfish world, and compelled to make appeals to 
his country, when that country had become deai to his 
claims: and in this sense, the verdict of historv seems to 
have ratified the distrust of Washington in the virtue of the 
people. There was this difference too, between them on 
this point, that Washington never received a cent of the 
people's money for his public services; while Mr. Jefferson 
obtained hundreds of thousands of dollars from the national 
treasury for his services to government; and which rendered 
his want of economy a perfect contrast to the wise liberality 
of expenditure practised by the father of his country. 

Without supposing Jefferson to have been actuated by 
sordid motives, which would be to suppose him divested of 
all laudable ambition, in his pursuit of the highest honours 
of the nation, it may be esteemed a reasonable cause of 
regret, that, like Washington, he did not decline all com- 
pensations and yet a doubt may be started whether that 
country will not be less liable to corruption, that allows a 
liberal compensation to its public officers^ instead of tempt- 
ing the rich to serve the people for nothing, and eventually 
subjecting the publie honours to be purchased by the opulent. 
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It was worthy of remark, even to the generations in 
which these great men flourished, that they differed as 
much in their exteriors as in their minds; the apparel 
of Washin^on being adapted to his station and rank in 
life, equally free from ostentatious display.^ and inappro^ 
priate meanness; while that of Jefferson was far interior 
to his irank, as if he even courted the applause of the 

Eeople by seeming to approach to the condition of the la- 
ouring classes, by his coarse and plain clothes, often in 
direct contradiction to his rank, and obviously in designed 
contrast to the dresses of those whom he stigmatised as 
monarchists. In this fashion of extreme humility, he was 
imitated by other prominent men of the party, who were 
rallying their strength in opposition to Washington^ espe- 
cially by Albert Gallatin^ and all those demagogues who 
hoped to make up for the hollowness of their hearts, by 
the popular cut and colour of their garments; as if political 
orthodoxy resided in tlie texture of the cloth, and tne folds 
of their mantles, instead of the texture of their minds, and 
the honesty of their principles. Whatever virtue, however, 
resided in these plain republican coats, no affectation of it 
was attempted by Washington and his friends, who seemed 
perfectly willing to be judged by the virtues of the inward 
fnan$ leaving their garments to the taste of the mercer and 
the skill of the taylor, with such criticisms as little minds 
might feel disposed to make on so small a subject. 

That Mr. Jefferson was deficient in that energy of cha* 
racter, which characterised his great predecessor, was shown 
by his forbearance to resent in a proper manner, the insult- 
in^ aggressions of France and England, during the period 
oi the Berlin and Milan decrees, and the attack on the 
Chesapeake; when the character of the republic sunk in his 
hands to the lowest point of pusillanimous dejection; and 
when a proper degree of vigour would have restored it to 
its wonted honour and fame. Washington, though careful 
at all times to shun war, never failed to extort the respect 
of foreign powers. 

Mr. Jefferson was more fortunate than Washington, in 
having his life protracted to an old age, which introduced 
him, as it were into the company iA posterity ^ to behold the 
effects of the two systems of government which he had 
opposed as monarchical^ and which he had practised as re- 
puDlican; but which were, in fact, only two modes of the 
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tame federal government! It was also his fortune to live 
to behold the victories on sea and land of the war of 1812^ 
but he seems to have been insensible to his own agency in 
the production of many of the disasters which mat war 
brought upon the country, and which were clearlj^ to be 
traced to Ms system of depending on the militia in time 
of war, and his favourite theory of non-taxation^ and a total 
independence of the monied influence. As democrats were 
pledged by Jefferson, never to tax the people, the first con- 
seimence of the war was the prostration of public credit^ 
and the result of that was universal defeat on every quar- 
ter; while, at the same time, his State right doctrine found 
a practical illustration in the Hartford Convention^ that 
struck off* one-half of the fiscal resources and moral weight 
of the empire, from co-operating in the war. But, although 
Mr. Jefierson lived through aU these bitter fruits of his 
erroneous policy, ^et he does not appear to have been sen- 
sible that he was instrumental, as he indubitably was, in 
producing them: for they were the inevitable effects of the 
great democratic system which he so proudly displayed to 
the world, in his eloquent pen. But his correspondence 
furnishes no gleam of suspicion, that the force of such la- 
mentable experience ever shook the scales of political fana- 
ticism from his eyes; for though he exults much in the 
splendour of our naval victories uiat wreathed gems of glory 
round the brows of our Bainbridge, our Decatur^ and our 
Hidl^ yet he never seemed conscious of his own error of 
policy, in respect to our naval system, which would have 
reduced its actions to our harbourS| and its seventy-fours 
to the cockle-shell dimensions of a gun-boat. 

How superior in this respect was Washington ! — ^who 
founded public credit on a just system of taxation^ as a 
source of revenue to pay the interest^ and redeem the prin- 
cipal — ^who, from experience, pronounced militia to be in- 
capable of waging protracted war — and who consolidated 
into a system that Jisccd power without which war wants 
its sinews, and government its wheels. 

Thus the reaction caused by the Jefferson system only 
confirmed the wisdom of the Washington policy i and in 
the last extremity of disgrace and poverty, Madison was 
compelled to plan a national bank of fifty millions capi- 
tal, to raise an army of 50,000 men, and to increase tne 
navy to royal power and splendour; besides resorting to 
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depredated papet^ immense bands of government officers^ 
and, in fine^ with the exception of the alien and sedition 
laws, every feature of the federal policy* Thus, Jefferson 
lived to see Madison practise all tnat he had denounced as 
monarchy, corruption, and tyranny, in his federal prede- 
cessors. 

The great traits of Mr. Jefferson's character were deci-' 
dedly modem; and he had nothing of the gothic left in his 
mind, after the era of 1793, Washington, on the contrary, 
evinced a disposition to cling to what was established; while 
Jefferson was at all times on the alert for revolution, inven- 
tion, improvement, looking to the intellectual perfectability 
of man; while the eyes of Washington were alone fixed upon 
the virtue and happiness of the human family. The mind of 
Jefferson was more active, more inquisitive, more exploring, 
more philosophic, and aimed to abolish every abuse, civil 
and religious, which obstructed the march of the intellect to 
unshackled perfection. Learning more profound, and spe- 
culation more excursive, distinguished Jefferson, and opened 
to his view avenues for doubt, knowledge, abuse, and men* 
tal bondage than Washington ever dreamed of; for, as a 
philosopher^ or a mere literary man, the great chief of the 
republic cannot compare with the sage, of Monticello. Nor 
does the hero of Mount Vernon require any of the eclat of 
philosophy, or the schools, or unversities, or philosophical 
societies, to add to the unfading lustre of his imperishable 
name, or swell the Unfits of his boundless glory. 

The animosity of Jefferson towards every tning in any 
manner connected with kingcraft, or priestcraft, was one 
of the ruling passions of his mind, that never suffered 
change, or underwent mitigation. Had he lived in the 
time of Luther, he would have instigated to a schism in the 
church, or a total renunciation of Christianity; and had he 
been a subject of English Kins John, he would have stimu- 
lated the people to extort the magna Charta from the king, 
or excited them to abolish the throne and forfeit the head 
of the monarch. There was that in him which, in any 
country, and any age, would never have remained quiet 
while power abused right, or oppression laughed at justice: 
and there was, too, within him that which prompted him to 
aspire to rule men, in virtue of having been gifted by na- 
ture with the requisite talents for theif government. In all 
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these traits of his mind, he differed essentially from Wash- 
ington, who was disposed to acquiesce in systems already 
established; and who was wholly indifferent to the preva- 
lence of priestcraft, or the abuses of religion to the sinister 
purposes of human passion. The active spirit of the Re- 
former had no place in the nature of the hero of Mount 
Vernon, who being firmly attached to the democnUical yTiiif 
ciples of the Constitution— -whlph he had himself mainly as- 
sisted to establish, which recognised the exercise oi the 
eqiuU rights of the neople, and which brought the govern:* 
ment into the very focus of the popular sovereignty — he 
seems to have been satisfied to promote the general happi- 
ness of mankind, through the regular medium which the 
people had devised and adopted for that purpose, in the 
plenary and unlimited exercise of their power. 

Aspiring to do something more for the people than the 
Constitution warranted, and imputing to the democratic 
federalists designs inimical to liberty, Mr. Jefferson pro- 
fessed to give tiie people a degree of freedom incompatible 
with government, ana to assume the exclusive merit to 
himseli of being a friend to the exercise of equal rights, 
and the enjoyment of human happiness. In the calm mo- 
ments of sooer enquiry, and impartial reflection, he recalled 
the stigma, and disclaimed the arrogation, conceding to cUl 
his oppopents the merit of honest intentions, and the pos- 
session of principles favourable to human liberty, and con- 
servative of our republican constitution. 

In maintaining his jud^ent in the cool equipoise of 
reason, and his mind free from the fever of political fanati- 
cism, Washington was far superior to Jefierson, who on 
his part, fell from the true glory of philosophy into all 
the cant, bigotry, and delusion of a vulgar enthusiast for 
the destruction of law and order. To have attained the 
standard of true philosophical dignity, which in general 
belonged to Washington, in virtue of nis admirable mind, 
Jefferson ought to have felt and practised the same political 
tolerance that he espoused in matters of religious opinions, 
and abstained equally from the^rc and faggots of the poli- 
tical as he did of the religious fanatic: for a fanatic in party 
passions is far less excusable than a fanatic in religion-— 
the former resembling a horse-jockey, and the latter a poor 
besotted monk. 

In this respect, when we contemplate the character *of 



Washington, we bow with instinctive teveretice to the hi&» 
jestv of reason, as well as virtue; and venerate the heart 
of that man who could modulate its tumultuous throbbings 
at the suggestion of patriotism and philosophy, rebuking 
faction from his presence, spuming trom hikn its venom. 
Us poison, and its vengeanc&r-its degrading bassibns^ land 
its debasing instruments— -its ihsincei^e doublings^— its si- 
mulating tortuositiefr*-»its unmanly deception — ^its fawning 
meanness, and its sycophantic adulation. Enthroned in 
truth, virtue, and patriotism, he required no altar of vulgak* 
pr^udices to smoKe with the sacrifice of honesty and truth, 
to conciliate his pleasure, or appease his resentment — ^to6 
strong in virtue, and too conscious of justice, to giVfe favour 
as a boon, or receive flattery in commutation ofright. 

It is, after all, in the moral grandeur of character that 
We are to look for that superiority, which entitles heroes and 
statesmen to the lasting esteem, applause and veneration 
of mankind, through all changes oi time, and through all 
revolutions of empires. The system of government, or the 
mode of polity popular in one age may be execrated in ano« 
ther, as men sink to degeneracy, or Soar higher in the sci^le 
of perfection; as taste varies, or fashions alter! but in Yin- 
Tu» there is a truth and a beauty that endures forever, the 
graces of which never fade, but charm all tastes In all ages, 
among all nations. Here we are constrained to confess 
that Washington bears away the palm from all competitors 
in tiie race of elory, being equally eiempt from ambition 
and envy, avance and hatred, revenge and cruelty, and 
free from all those personal vices which degrade our being, 
and detract from the intellectual excellence of man. It can 
be said of few men, as it may of Washington, that he never 
traduced another's fame, Envied another's greatness, or at* 
tempted to pull down a rival, or obstruct his advancement 
by intrigue, fiction, insinuation, falsehood, or calumny} 
being not only negatively, but positively virtuous— uniting 
benevolence to justice, and doing in all cases to others as 
he would that others should do unto him. An empire lay 
at his command, but he disdained it at the price of virtue: 
% crown might have glittered on his brows, but he trammed 
the meretricious gem beneath his feet. A free people invited 
him to authority for life, but he rejected the offer, and re* 
tired to the quiet enjoyment of private life, presenting in 
every 'feature of his cnaracter that nioderation» humility, 

It 
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modesty, virtue, clemency, and firmness, which constitates 
tiie mond grandeur of genius, and extorts the universal 
liomage of mankind* 

From as full an investigation of the respective merits of 
these distinguished men as our limited talents would permit 
us to make; and from as impartial an estimate of their prin- 
ciples and public services, as a total exemption from motive 
allows to the ftailty of our nature — ^we are constrained to 
acknowledge that, m point of e^ius, wisdom, patriotism, 
and service to his countrv, Wasnin^n soars to a height of 
superiority that admits of no competitor, no rival, no equal; 
while Mr. Jefferson presents so many striking points of cha- 
racter, mingled with great genius, various eruaition, expert 
statesmanship, and eccentric opinion, as at once to command 
admiration, and induce esteem; at the same time that his 
versatile character, and singular doctrines, will lead to 
the interminable animosity, and inapppeasable dislike of a 
vast portion of mankind. In all stations, Washington was 
incomparably great: in the range of his civil duties, Jeffer- 
son was always able. Both achieved great blessings for 
mankind: but Washington achieved greater for hi8 country. 
In intellect, both were beyond the common standard of 
great men—- in patriotism, both were undoubted— in prind- 
ple, both were sounds— in opinion, Washington was sincere^ 
and Jefferson equivocal. Leisure and education made Jef- 
ferson a philosopher: business, and the calls of his country 
compelled Washington to keep the field of active life, and 
denied him the speculations oi the closet; so that his entire 
existence was devoted to the practical labours of beneficent 
government. Envying no man, and coveting no power, he 
never rose by the fall of others; for fortune threw author- 
ity and honours into his lap, even contrary to his desire;, 
and he was naturally prone to add to, instead of detracting 
from, the merits of others. As it relates to their poHticS 
doctrines, I have been unable to discover that Jefierson 
was more of a democrat than Washingtoir, or that Washing- 
ton was more of a federalist than JeflSrson, according to the 
Constitution, as it was administered under their respective 
administrations. 

I now speak of them as statesmen — Washington was not 
ai>olitician; and Jefferson was an ultra politician, who made 
a clamour about liberty when, Washington being in* power, . 
no want of it was expenenced, and m a country where it was 
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enjoyed to the utmost extent of popular sovereignty. This 
was a mere personal, not a political difference between them. 
It was personal in Jefferson, in order to court the people to 
his support; but it meant nothing, and it could give them 
nothing but what they possessed; for how could he add to 
the FULLNESS OF LIBERTY? How could he fill a measure 
already overflowing? The difference between them was in 
ihemotive, not in the principle. It was necessary to impeach 
the patriotism of Wasnington in order to give himself merit; 
but the contrast produced was opposite to thi^t which was 
desired; and but tor, to him, the saving folly of John Adama« 
the reaction would have been fatal to the fame of Jefferson. 

Adams more than realised the fiction which Jefferson had 
created against his predecessor; and what was illusion in 
ir93, became fact — ^palpable and tangible fact in 1798! 
Adams^ too, was an ultra politician^ and he was the natural 
foil of another t///r a politician of the radical school^ who had 
only to restore the Constitution to its TVashingtonian m- 
tegrity, and his fallacies of liberty were supposed to have 
produced a revolution, which was solely accomplished by 
the simple operation of the national charter, in its le^ti- 
mate rectitude. The non-abuse of the Constitution pro- 
duced universal exuberance of free'dom; and fidelity to the 
principles of the revolution^ constituted equally the merit 
of Washin^n and Jefferson. 

It was this fidelty which caused them both to administer 
the government to the satisfaction of the people, and the 
prosperity of the country; so that, in the lapse of time, and 
on mature reflection, it became difficult to detect those 
minute points of difference which had been engendered by 
the interference of foreign polities^ having no relation to 
our Constitution ana government; but which merely served 
4S machines of detraction, by which parties could deprer 
date and crinunate one another, without having any foun- 
dation beyond the inflamed ^ssions of the moment. It 
was incident to the great mind of Washington, that h^ 
rejected the use, and Fepelled the intrusion of these foreign 
topics of incendiary faction^ his sa^city having penetrated 
to their fallacious character, and his rigid sense of honesty 
and justice, having repudiated the use of all means to ac- 
complish an end not sanctified by morality and truth. On 
the other haind, every true American must lament, that it 
was incident to the peculiar siti^ation and circumstances of 
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Mr. Jefferson, to harbour, cherish and apply to political 
purposes, a delusion too gross to receive the countenance of 
a philosopher; and to foment a foreign fanatacism, too pe- 
culiar to the country in which it onginated, to permit its 
adoption without betraying an extravagance and inconsis- 
tency unbecoming an Ainerican statesman. But the lesson 
to be derived from the example, creates the clemency that 
extends a liberal ^indulgence to the error; while the efful- 
gence of his talents and patriotism throws into obscurity 
those minor spots of character which are lost in the blaze of 

the Dl^CLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

In nothing is the human judgment so wanting in discri- 
mination, as in its proper appreciation of personal charac- 
ter, We are all prone to idolise those we admire, as per- 
fect beings, o^ to denounce those we dislike as monsters of 
deformity, whose blemishes are unredeemed by one beauty, 
or a solitary excellence. It is needless to observe that such 
a course wars equally against philosophy, common sense, 
and the obligations of justice between man and man; but 
we are bouna to declare, that he who aspires to the dignity 
of a rational being, can only evince his title to that honour 
by learninff to place a ju^ter estimate upon human fklHbiKty, 
and to confess that a man may be great without being fault- 
less, and that the splendour of his genius may justify all 
our admiration, witnout permitting us to fall into idolatry, 
or maintaining the preposterous idea of his infallible virtue. 

It is in this spirit oi philosophical truth that I have en- 
deavoured to analyse the character of Jefferson; conscious 
that his intrinsie greatness was more than sufficient to com- 
pensate for his casual inconsistencies, or occasional dere- 
lictions; and confident that the aftection of his devotees, 
however ardent, could not interpose the plea of perfection 

3;ainst the confession of ihtilty nowing nova his own lips, 
istqry deals in facts, not affections; and, in all cases of 
controverted character, we appeal for a verdict to the head^ 
even though the heart bleeds in announcing the sentence. 
While the same principle has regulated our estimate of th^ 
qualities of Wasnington, the absence of the san^e inconsis- 
tenoies averted conclusions ec[ually detractive, though still 
adverse to that superlative point of transcendent perfection 
which the votary claims for the idol of his devotion. Still, 
however, we behold, in the character of Washington, a 
inan less imperfect than any other man, whom history has 



r 



mm^^^-'-m- 



PARALLEL. 389 

delineated as the chief agent of sovereign power, as one 
who made up for the want of effulgent genius, by the steadj 
splendour ot his virtueSy and the undeviating rectitude of 
his understanding! 

Admitting both to be men who had human frailties, man- 
kind must always concede them to have been very extra- 
ordinary models of their kind, not ex|:elled by any whom 
ancient superstition has deified, or modem enthusiasm 
extolled as the prodigy of ages; and he, who calls himself 
an Atneriean, and does not feel his heart expand, and his 
chest swell with the just pride of a patriot, when he hears 
the name of JViuhington, or.recals to mind the services of 
Jeffhrson^ must have a bosom too callous to be excited by 
greatness to admiration, or impressed by virtue to grati- 
tude, love and veneration. 

The American who loves his country, and feels conscious 
of the pride of patriotism, in the glory oNts achievements, 
and the virtues of its fathers, will exalt his views above the 
mists of party when he contemplates the greatness of these 
two illustrious founders of the republic, and decree them, 
accordingly, that ample and unmixed measure of fame to 
which they are both entitled as American statesmeni who, 
inhaling tne breath of genius at their birth, gave more than 
royal dignity to the obscure cradles of the cottages in which 
they were Dorn, and from which they emerged to supreme 
power, by the force of virtue and talents pre-eminent among 
men, through the spontaneous suffrages of a free and en- 
lightened people. Upheld by principles of eternal truth, 
and made memorable by deeds of lasting utility, their 
names are consecrated to perpetual veneration in the hearts 
of a grateful posterity, who never can forget their virtues 
while they enjoy its fruits, nor cease to emulate as long as 
they continue to appreciate their patriotism. 



THE END, 
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. ERRATA. 

Page 96^ thixd paragn^, < YiBeiiriA' U added eproneousljr to the 
fire Statea that originally appointed delegate ^ the Conrention. ^ 
The next paragraph will lead the reader to coireet the error. 

Page 315y in note, fourth line from bottom, for * ov John Adams,' 
read 'wrra John Adaaa.' 

Page 330» fourteenth Kne, for 'ruling whose paanon,' read *whoae 
ruling paaMOn.' 



i 






A \^ 



i^ 



y 









